Clemency: Governor Murphy's Use of Pardons and Commutations to Advance
Criminal Justice

Governor Phil Murphy issued a record number of pardons and commutations after he
created a board of experts to review and recommend action on applications and
established objective standards for expediting applications. For this panel, Justin Dews,
who served as the first Chair of the Clemency Advisory Board; Parimal Garg, former Chief
Counsel to Governor Murphy; Matt Berns, who as Deputy Chief Counsel oversaw clemency
matters in the Governor's Office; and Rebecca Uwakwe, Director of the ACLU-NJ’s
Clemency Project, will discuss Governor Murphy's clemency actions and how other
Governors may use New Jersey’s clemency process as a model.
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An Early Pardon
Application

* Petition of Anne Hughes
to New Jersey Governor
William Franklin
(November 21, 1770)

* Requesting a pardon for
having a bastard child
“as sheis not able to pay
her fine”




Governor’s Clemency Authority

* N.J. Const. Art. V, Sec. ll, Para. 1: “The Governor may grant pardons
and reprieves in all cases other than impeachment and treason, and
may suspend and remit fines and forfeitures. A commission or other
body may be established by law to aid and advise the Governor in
the exercise of executive clemency.” (Emphasis added.)




Clemency Actions by NJ Governors Since 1970
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Executive Order No. 362 (June 19, 2024)

* Created the Clemency Advisory Board
* At least five public members, plus an AG representative

* Established categorical criteria for expediting applications

* Separate criteria for applicants who have completed their sentences and those
who have not

» Exceptions for cases involving public corruption, applicants with pending charges,
and applicants with out-of-state convictions that would be disqualifying in NJ

* Maintained individualized consideration of applications
* Protected confidentiality of the process




Executive Order No. 362 (June 19, 2024)

* Expedited Consideration for Applicants Who Have Done All Their Time

* Time-Based Criteria

* >10years since completion of sentence

* >5years since completion of sentence if now over 60 years old

* >5years since completion of sentence if <25 years old at the time of offense
» Offense-Based Criteria

* NotaNERAcrime

* Offense is no longer unlawful

* No objection from County Prosecutor

¢ Conviction Review Unit referral

* Must satisfy at least one time-based and one offense-based factor




Executive Order No. 362 (June 19, 2024)

* Expedited Consideration for Applicants Still Serving Their Sentence

* Victims of domestic or sexual violence or sex trafficking who offended against the
perpetrator or acted under duress or coercion

* Excessive trial penalty based on a documented pre-trial plea offer
» Offenseis no longer unlawful

* Sentence would be less severe under current law or policy

» Conviction Review Unit referral




Executive Order No. 411 (January 11, 2026)

* Uses clemency powers to restore jury service rights for individuals
disqualified because of a NJ indictable conviction
* Conviction must be before date of the EO
* No other disqualifiers

* Inapplicable to convictions in cases of impeachment or treason
* For-cause challenges based on prior convictions remain available
» State v. Gilliano (February 24, 2026)

* An “act of executive clemency” is “an act of executive mercy.”
“The power of executive clemency is not subject to judicial review.”

Empaneling a jury drawn from a pool created before EO411 does not violate the

right to a trial by a jury drawn from a representative cross-section of the
community




Presidential Pardons: A Comparison

Biden pardons Fauci, Milley and
Them. Now They’re members of Jan. 6 panel

Committing Crimes Again. Biden pardons his siblings and their

FORD GIVES PARDON TO NIXON, EZIEEGLUETINTUEUE TS
WHO REGRETS ‘MY MISTAKES’ LllEs
Proud Boys and Oath Keepers Meet Roger Clinton, a first-family member
among over 1,500 Capitol riot pardoned long before Hunter Biden
defendants pardoned by Trump Trump pardons wipe
All of the billionairesand ~ "2r¥ $2 billion in victim
Lobbyist tied to pardon from ; repayment and taxpayer
Trump charged with attempted bUSinNesspeople that Donald \ecoyery for Medicare and
[prortion Trump has pardoned tax fraud, and more
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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 362

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of New Jersey vests in
the Governor the power to grant pardons and reprieves in all cases
other than impeachment and treason; and

WHEREAS, executive clemency, including pardons, reprieves, and
commutations, can temper the impact of a criminal justice system that
does not always produce justice; and

WHEREAS, the availability of executive clemency also reflects a
recognition that individuals are endowed with human dignity and value,
capable of rehabilitation, and deserving of second chances; and

WHEREAS, the worst moment in someone’s history should not serve
as the sole defining moment for their future; and

WHEREAS, over 155,000 individuals are currently incarcerated in
prison or jails, or under community supervision through parole or
probation in New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, even after successfully completing a court-ordered
sentence for a crime or offense, an individual may still be burdened
and hindered by stigmatization and may still continue to experience
collateral consequences from their conviction; and

WHEREAS, in recent years, we have made significant progress in
reducing the unduly harsh collateral consequences of a conviction and
in dismantling barriers faced by individuals with prior involvement
with the criminal justice system, which disproportionately affect
Black and Hispanic or Latino New Jerseyans; and

WHEREAS, for example, during my Administration we have worked
with the Legislature to reform our expungement process to be one of
the most progressive in the nation, to restore voting rights for
individuals on probation and parole, to ensure that individuals with
criminal records have a fair chance to find affordable housing, and
to reduce barriers to professional licensure and employment faced by

individuals with criminal records; and



WHEREAS, despite these and other recent changes to mitigate
collateral consequences of convictions, a conviction still may result
in certain legal disabilities under state law, including a prohibition
on jury service for individuals convicted of an indictable offense,
limitations on eligibility for expungement, and Dbarriers to
professional licensure and employment, among others; and

WHEREAS, a conviction under New Jersey law also may have
collateral consequences under federal law, including rendering an
individual removable from or inadmissible into the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Governor’s grant of a pardon may relieve an
individual from such legal disabilities, and also may enable the
recipient to reintegrate more fully into the community by reducing
the stigma associated with a conviction; and

WHEREAS, establishing a sound process for consideration of
clemency applications can promote the proper and responsible use of
this power; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution provides that a commission or other
body may be established to aid and advise the Governor in the exercise
of executive clemency; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Parole Board has played and
continues to play a critical role in aiding Governors in their
exercise of executive clemency by accepting clemency applications and
communicating pertinent information about each to the Governor’s
Office; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the assistance provided by the State
Parole Board, my consideration of clemency applications would be
aided by the deliberations and recommendations of a board of advisors
with varying perspectives on the criminal Jjustice system generally
and on executive clemency in particular; and

WHEREAS, while each clemency application should receive
individualized consideration, applications that fall into certain

categories are particularly likely to warrant an exercise of executive



clemency and therefore should receive prioritized or expedited
consideration; and

WHEREAS, regardless of whether their application is expedited
for review or considered in the ordinary course, each applicant should
receive thorough consideration and should have the opportunity to
identify any circumstances that they believe support their request
for executive clemency, i1including that they have benefited from
rehabilitative programming, that a significant amount of time has
passed since their latest offense, and that their sentence was
disproportionate to their culpability, among other factors; and

WHEREAS, in evaluating any clemency application, consideration
also should be given to public safety, the interests of justice, the
views of the applicant’s wvictims (if any), and the views of any
families affected;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by wvirtue of the authority wvested in me by the

Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER and

DIRECT:
1. There 1is hereby established a Clemency Advisory Board
(“Board”), which shall be responsible for aiding and advising the

Governor in the Governor’s consideration of applications for
executive clemency, including pardons and commutations.

2. The Board shall consist of the Attorney General, or their
designee, and at least five public members appointed by the Governor.
The public members shall include a retired member of the Judiciary,
an attorney with significant experience representing criminal
defendants, and an individual with knowledge or experience regarding
the practice of executive clemency in the federal government or in
other states, as well as individuals who will contribute moral, social
justice, and victim advocacy perspectives to the Board. One member

shall be designated by the Governor to serve as Chairperson.



3. All members of the Board shall serve at the pleasure of
the Governor and without compensation.

4. The Board shall organize as soon as practicable after the
appointment of its members and shall convene as often as requested
by the Governor or Chairperson, but not less than once per month.

5. The Board will establish internal policies and procedures
for evaluating applicants for executive clemency and for providing
written evaluations and recommendations to the Governor through the
Office of Chief Counsel. These internal policies and procedures will
be determined in consultation with the Office of the Governor, and,
subject to the approval of the Governor, may include modifications
to the criteria for expedited consideration in Paragraphs 8 and 9 of
this Order.

6. The Board’s evaluations and recommendations shall
constitute advisory, consultative, and deliberative materials for the
Governor's review. To best encourage complete candor in reviewing
all applications before the Board, these materials will remain
confidential with the Governor and within the Office of the Governor.
Written evaluations and recommendations prepared by the Board and
related documents shall be deemed to be confidential, non-public, and
not subject to the Open Public Records Act, P.L.1963, c.73, as amended
and supplemented. Nothing in this Order shall be construed to limit
application of Paragraph 2.h of Executive Order No. 9 (1963), which
establishes that no records relating to petitions for executive
clemency shall be deemed to be public records subject to inspection
and examination and available for copying pursuant to the Open Public
Records Act.

7. Consistent with Article V, Section 2, Paragraph 1 of the
New Jersey State Constitution, the Governor retains sole authority
and discretion to determine whom to grant any measure of executive
clemency. The Governor shall not be bound to follow any

recommendation provided by the Board.



8. The Board shall expedite 1its consideration of clemency
applications from individuals who have completed their terms of
incarceration, probation, or other court-based diversionary program,
and parole supervision, if applicable, and consider the individual
merits of such applications before others that do not qualify for
expedited consideration under Paragraph 8 or 9, if the application
satisfies at least one requirement of Paragraph 8.a and at least one
requirement of Paragraph 8.b and none of the exceptions in Paragraph
10 apply.

a. Time-Based Criteria:

i. More than ten (10) years have elapsed since the
applicant completed their most recent sentence,
including any term of incarceration, parole, or
probation, or in a court-based diversionary
program;

ii. More than five (5) years have elapsed since the
applicant completed their most recent sentence,
including any term of incarceration, parole, or
probation, or in a court-based diversionary
program, and the applicant is currently at least
60 years old; or

iii. More than five (5) years have elapsed since the
applicant completed their most recent sentence,
including any term of incarceration, parole, or
probation, or in a court-based diversionary
program, and the applicant was 25 years old or
younger at the time of the offense.

b. Offense-Based Criteria:

i. The application does not seek executive clemency

for a crime enumerated in the No Early Release

Act, N.J.S.A. 2C:43-7.2(d);



ii. The application seeks executive clemency for a
conviction for a crime or offense which is no
longer unlawful;

iii. No objection has been received from the
Prosecutor for any county in which the applicant
has received a conviction for which the applicant
is seeking executive clemency; or

iv. The Conviction Review Unit within the Office of
the Attorney General has referred the application
for expedited consideration.

9. The Board shall expedite its consideration of clemency
applications from individuals who are presently serving a term of
incarceration, probation, or parole supervision, or who are in a
court-based diversionary program, and consider the individual merits
of such applications before others that do not qualify for expedited
consideration under Paragraph 8 or 9, if the application satisfies
at least one of the following requirements and none of the exceptions
in Paragraph 10 apply.

a. The applicant is a victim of domestic or sexual
violence or sex trafficking who was convicted of a
crime or offense against the perpetrator of the
domestic or sexual violence or sex trafficking, or of
a crime or offense committed under the duress or
coercion of such perpetrator;

b. The application establishes that the applicant’s
sentence reflects an excessive trial penalty, based
on a comparison of the sentence and a documented pre-
trial plea offer;

C. The application seeks executive clemency for a
conviction for a crime or offense which is no longer

unlawful;



d. The application seeks executive clemency for a
conviction that would have resulted in a less severe
sentence under current law or policy; or

e. The Conviction Review Unit within the Office of the
Attorney General has referred the application for
expedited consideration.

10. DNotwithstanding the procedures for expedited consideration
of clemency applications in Paragraphs 8 and 9, the Board shall not
expedite its consideration of an application for executive clemency
if the applicant 1is requesting executive clemency for a crime
involving public corruption; 1if the applicant has pending charges
that have not yet resulted in a sentence; or if the applicant has
been convicted in another jurisdiction since the offense(s) for which
they are seeking executive clemency and a clemency application
relating to such conviction would not receive expedited consideration
under the terms of this Order if the conduct at issue had resulted
in a conviction under New Jersey law.

11. The Board is authorized to call upon any department,
office, division, or agency of this State to supply it with data or
other information or assistance available to such agency as the Board
deems necessary to execute 1its duties under this Order. Each
Executive Branch department and agency is hereby required, to the
extent not inconsistent with law, to cooperate fully with the Board
and to furnish such assistance on as timely a basis as 1is necessary
to accomplish the purpose of this Order. To the extent necessary,
the State Parole Board and the Department of Law and Public Safety
shall provide professional and clerical staff to the Board.

12. For purposes of this Order, “Executive Branch departments
and agencies” shall mean any of the principal departments in the
Executive Branch of State government and any agency, authority, board,
bureau, commission, division, institution, office, or other

instrumentality within or created by any such department, and any



independent State authority, commission, instrumentality, or agency
over which the Governor exercises executive authority, as determined
by the Attorney General.

13. The Board shall be purely advisory in nature and shall
provide advice to the Governor as appropriate.

14. ©Nothing in this Order shall be construed to confer any
legal right upon any person; nothing shall be construed to create a
private right of action on behalf of any person; and nothing shall
be used as a basis for legal challenges to rules or other action or
inaction by a State entity.

15. ©Nothing in this Order shall be construed to supersede any
federal, State, or local law.

16. This Order shall take effect immediately.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
19t day of June,
Two Thousand and Twenty-Four,
and of the Independence of the
United States, the Two Hundred
and Forty-Eighth.

[seal]
/s/ Philip D. Murphy

Governor

Attest:
/s/ Parimal Garg

Chief Counsel to the Governor



Clemency Initiative

06/19/2024

Executive Order Includes Standards for Expedited Consideration and Establishes Advisory Board to Provide
Objective Review of Pardons and Commutations

For Access to Application Materials for Executive Clemency, Visit NJ.Gov/Clemency

NEWARK - Governor Phil Murphy today outlined his plans to issue pardons and commutations using best practices
that include expedited consideration for certain clemency applications.

Executive Order No. 362 (https://www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EQ-362.pdf), which Governor Murphy
signed today, sets out certain categories of pending or future clemency applications that will receive expedited
review during the Murphy Administration. For example, individuals may receive expedited consideration for pardons
for certain non-violent convictions if they have remained free from justice system involvement for sufficient time.
Other examples of those receiving expedited consideration include individuals who are serving sentences that
reflect an excessive trial penalty, and victims of domestic or sexual violence or sex trafficking who are incarcerated
for committing a crime against the perpetrator. The fundamental goal underlying this initiative is to provide relief
from inequities that have existed and been perpetuated in the criminal legal system.

The Executive Order also establishes a Clemency Advisory Board, which will be responsible for reviewing each
clemency application and making recommendations to the Governor. The board will be the first of its kind in state
history and will ensure that the Governor’s decisions regarding pardons and commutations are informed by the
advice of individuals with diverse experiences and expertise relating to criminal justice and clemency.

“As we celebrate Juneteenth and reflect on our nation’s ongoing journey toward racial justice for Black and Brown
Americans, | am proud to sign this Executive Order to help address inequities and unfairness in our system of justice
in New Jersey,” said Governor Murphy. “This new clemency initiative is a cornerstone of our Administration’s
efforts to make New Jersey the State of Second Chances. Today, we pledge to take a responsible and equity-driven
approach to pardons and commutations that will prioritize the most compelling cases.”

"In the spirit of Juneteenth, today we take another step forward in the ongoing struggle for racial justice in America,'
said Lt. Governor Tahesha Way. "Too many people have been failed by our criminal justice system. The signing of
this Executive Order provides second chances for our society and those who receive clemency. | am proud to see
our state build upon our efforts for a progressive criminal justice system that truly ensures justice for all.”

New Jersey's Constitution gives the Governor broad discretion to issue pardons and commutations to individuals for
state criminal convictions. Each clemency applicant will receive individualized consideration by the Clemency
Advisory Board. The criteria for expedited consideration stated in the Executive Order reflect categories of
applications that are particularly likely to warrant an exercise of executive clemency by the Governor.

The Clemency Advisory Board will include a designee of the Attorney General and public members with a variety of
backgrounds, including from the defense bar and advocacy communities.

The appointed members of Governor Murphy’s Clemency Advisory Board are:

o Chair: Justin Dews, Counsel at King & Spalding

Attorney General’s Designee: Michael Zuckerman, Deputy Solicitor General

« Public Member: Jessica Henry, Professor of Justice Studies at Montclair State University

« Public Member: Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, Bishop and Founding Partner of Cityline Church and Police
Chaplin at Jersey City Police Department

« Public Member: JoEllyn Jones, Founding Partner at Jones & Ortiz PA.

« Public Member: Ed Neafsey, Adjunct Professor at Rutgers Law School — Newark

Over the past six years, several initiatives have been implemented to ensure that individuals involved in the justice
system have a second chance to rebuild their lives. From signing legislation banning the box in housing to restoring
voting rights to over 80,000 residents on probation or parole to the creation of a petition process for “clean slate”
expungements for certain offenders and more, the Murphy Administration has solidified New Jersey’s standing as
one of the nation’s most progressive criminal justice systems.

In addition to today’s Executive Order signing, the state launched a website to serve as a home base for those
seeking more information on the Governor’s executive clemency initiative. The website, nj.gov/clemency,
(https://www.nj.gov/clemency/), also provides attorneys and those representing themselves access to application
materials for executive clemency.

“In New Jersey, we believe in second chances and giving our residents every opportunity to succeed,” said Attorney
General Matthew J. Platkin. “Governor Murphy’s creation of a Clemency Advisory Board and plan to ensure
expedited consideration for a large number of worthy applicants demonstrates this administration’s commitment to
those principles.”

"Corrections is based upon providing the opportunity for second chances, and our criminal and justice systems
must provide meaningful opportunities for rehabilitation and redemption,” said Corrections Commissioner
Victoria Kuhn. “Clemency offers a chance for individuals to accept responsibility for their actions and to learn,
grow, and become contributing members of society once again."

“The New Jersey Office of the Public Defender supports Governor Murphy’s transformative clemency initiative which
embodies the very essence of justice, compassion, and rehabilitation,” said Public Defender Jennifer Sellitti.
“Through the introduction of a clemency advisory board and the expansion of commutation application categories,
he has created more opportunities for providing those in our community with a second chance and a path toward
healing. As public defenders, we understand all too well the way in which excessive sentences have devastated
families and disparately impacted our most vulnerable communities. This initiative stands as a beacon of hope for
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accountability with benevolence,” said NJ State Parole Board Chairman Samuel J. Plumeri, Jr. “The State Parole
Board is eager to assist and provide support with the clemency initiative.”

“Governor Murphy’s announcement today regarding clemency and pardons is historic and transformational,” said
Reverend Ronald Slaughter, Senior Pastor, Saint James A.M.E. Church. “Making an announcement of this
magnitude in a Black Methodist church on Juneteenth is especially significant. Saint James wholeheartedly believes
that all have sinned and fallen short, but there is room and appropriateness for forgiveness, love, and mercy. On this
day that celebrates freedom, the Governor's initiative confirms that forgiveness, love, and mercy are alive in this
state, paving the way for a more just and inclusive future for all.”

"Governor Murphy's actions today are bigger than a new program or correcting a handful of injustices. This is an
entirely new approach to clemency that is going to cut red tape and restore hope, dignity, and opportunity for people
unjustly trapped in the system,” said Robert “Meek Mill” Williams, Co-Founder and Co-Chair, REFORM
Alliance. “I know personally the life-changing impact that clemency can have. Today's announcement means that
many more people will have an opportunity to reunite with their families, get back on their feet, and chase their
dreams. It takes true leadership to use executive power like this, and | applaud Governor Murphy for doing what's
right and taking this bold step."

"Clemency is official forgiveness, and just like the forgiveness we experience in our own lives, clemency is a
transformational act: it restores rights and reopens opportunities. Given the weight of clemency decisions, the
Governor's action is a thoughtful and comprehensive approach to the exercise of his authority,' said Justin Dews,
incoming Chair of the Clemency Advisory Board. "It is an honor to serve as Chair of the Clemency Advisory
Board and to work alongside distinguished individuals who are committed to second chances. We appreciate the
trust and confidence the Governor has placed in us, and we look forward to making clemency recommendations
that are grounded in fairness and justice."

“Clemency is about more than mercy - it can be a tool to end mass incarceration. We are grateful to Governor
Murphy for embracing categorical clemency as a way to address the injustices in our criminal legal system. We are
looking forward to New Jersey meeting its potential by pardoning and commuting the sentences of scores of people
and cementing our place as a national leader on racial and social justice,” said Amol Sinha, Executive Director of
the ACLU of New Jersey.

“A criminal justice system that offers a second chance to those who have earned it is better for society,” said
Senate President Nick Scutari. “It gives them the opportunity to rebuild their lives and become productive citizens.
Adopting a process to identify those with good records who should be considered for clemency will support our
system of justice in achieving its goals of public safety, rehabilitation, and fairness.”

“Giving individuals a second chance to make a fresh start is vitally important, and the new clemency initiative
announced today will help do just that,” said Assembly Speaker Craig J. Coughlin. “I look forward to watching as
Governor Murphy begins the process of launching this new initiative and to hearing how it assists people in uplifting
their lives.”

“Unfortunately, New Jersey continues to be among the leaders in this country in regards to the percentage of people
incarcerated for extended periods of time. Too often, these are individuals who are persons of color or marginalized
communities, who are often serving unjust sentences. | welcome the governor’s renewed interest on this issue and
his initiative concerning clemency for people who have served these sentences and who are deserving of a more
just and equitable treatment. These racial disparities in imprisonment are not unique to New Jersey, but they are
often prevalent. | want to thank Governor Murphy for his commitment to this issue and his vision in this realm, and
look forward to seeing how it will make us a more just, and equitable society,” Senator Nellie Pou, Chair of the
Legislative Latino Caucus.

“It is no secret that historically Black and Brown people have suffered racial imbalances in our judicial system,
resulting in higher incarceration rates,” said Assemblywoman Shavonda Sumter, Chair of the Legislative Black
Caucus. “This clemency initiative is a crucial step towards rectifying these systemic injustices. By expediting the
consideration of pardons and commutations, those who have been impacted by the grievous cycle of incarceration
will have the opportunity to rebuild their lives. This is a step towards fostering rehabilitation and restoration.”

“It is a tragic fact that our criminal justice system sentences many non-violent offenders of color to prison terms,
which taints them with felony records, years of harsh confinement, and no support systems,” said Newark Mayor
Ras J. Baraka. “It is difficult for these re-entering offenders to return to society as contributing members, capable of
earning an income and avoiding the trap of recidivism. In Newark, our administration has worked to end both the
stigma and suffering re-entering offenders endure, and we are pleased that Governor Phil Murphy is recognizing the
importance of successful rehabilitation with his plans to offer a record number of ‘systematic, category-driven’
clemencies on Wednesday. These clemencies will change the lives of hundreds of Newark and New Jersey
residents for the better. It is fitting that the Governor is announcing this initiative in Newark, and even more
appropriate that he is doing so on Juneteenth. Historically, that day marked the ending of slavery in the United
States in 1865. | congratulate him on taking major steps to restore these lives.”

"Juneteenth is a time for us to celebrate freedom fighters. Governor Murphy's clemency initiative honors that spirit.
But today, the Governor is not just unlocking physical freedom - he's unleashing human potential of thousands of
people who have been stuck in the system. He's telling them that their struggles, their growth, and their
perseverance matter and can lead to a new beginning for them and their families. This is a game-changer for New
Jersey that is going to create a positive ripple effect statewide,” said Wallace “Wallo267” Peeples, Chief
Marketing Officer, REFORM Alliance.

"By taking a categorical approach to clemency, Governor Murphy and his administration recognize that injustice is
not solely limited to individual cases but is often systemic,” said Jessica Jackson, Chief Advocacy and
Operations Officer, REFORM Alliance. “This new approach will streamline and modernize New Jersey's clemency
process, allowing the administration to get straight to the process of undoing harmful policies of the past, at scale. |
especially applaud the Governor's creation of an independent commission, shielded from political pressures and
influence. This commission will ensure transparency, diverse perspectives, and objective analysis for these crucial
decisions, replacing outdated decision-making processes with more consistent recommendations that prioritize
rehabilitation and ensure a swifter, fairer path to justice for thousands of our fellow New Jerseyans."

"Clemency provides the governor with the power to grant reprieves, commutations, and pardons. Since the earliest
times, wise leaders have understood the importance of weighing compassion against the law's judgment. Governor
Murphy has been an advocate of Second Chances for those who would transform their lives,” said former



New Jersey’s criminal justice system has some of the worst racial disparities in the country, and clemency is one
tool that can respond to that devastating reality,” said Yannick Wood, Director of the Criminal Justice Reform
Program at the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice. "We hope that the new advisory board will bring more
transparency and compassion to clemency and will draw on the voices of formerly incarcerated people to lend their
insights on applicants. This will go far in ensuring that clemency brings a fresh start to as many people as possible.”

“FAMM is so excited to support Governor Murphy’s new clemency initiative, building on the administration’s
dedication to making New Jersey’s legal system more fair and just. A mistake should not define someone forever -
people change, and clemency is a valuable tool that recognizes the power of redemption and second chances.
Providing expedited pathways for people to be considered for clemency will help support New Jersey’'s communities
for generations to come,” said Celeste Trusty, Deputy Director of State Policy, FAMM.

“Long sentences and harsh punishment don't deliver safety or real accountability to survivors of crime. A more
effective response is to support survivors with the services they need and facilitate repair and change among those
who commit harm so that they can safely come home and be contributing members of our communities. Vera
commends Governor Murphy for using his power of executive clemency to begin bringing home two groups of
people currently in prison: criminalized survivors of domestic violence where abuse and trauma was a factor in their
conduct that resulted in incarceration, and people who suffered the trial penalty and received longer sentences after
trial than they would have had if they had pled guilty. It takes courage and clear-headedness to release people from
prison who should not be there. Thank you, Governor Murphy, for helping to build a criminal legal system with more
integrity,” said Marta Nelson, Director of Sentencing Reform at the Vera Institute of Justice.

"NACDL commends Governor Murphy for his bold leadership in issuing an Executive Order that supports categorical
clemency, a crucial step towards rectifying injustices within our criminal legal system. By recognizing and
addressing the severe impact of coercive plea bargaining and extreme trial penalties, the Governor is upholding the
principles of fairness and justice. We strongly encourage him to go further and fully utilize his clemency powers to
provide relief to those serving disproportionately long sentences simply for exercising their constitutional right to a
trial. This action will not only help to correct past wrongs but also set a powerful precedent for meaningful reform,”
said Lisa Monet Wayne, Executive Director of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers.

"As a vestige of slavery, the criminal legal system in New Jersey has funneld Black people into prison cells for far too
long, devastating the Black community while creating the largest racial disparity within prisons in the country. Today
Governor Murphy's clemency initiative takes steps to repair the harm done by creating a path to set the captives free
so they may realize the joy of freedom we embrace today on Juneteenth. Thank you Governor Murphy, we look
forward to an expedited process so our families and communities can begin to heal," said Charlene Walker,
Executive Director of Faith in New Jersey.

"Returning Citizen Support Group support the Governor's clemency initiative. Through this initiative we hope the
Governor will not only provide a second chance for returning citizens but to transform the very system that has too
often hinder their reintegration,' said Edwin Ortiz, Co-Founder of Returning Citizens Support Group.

To view Executive Order No. 362, click here (https://www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EQ-362.pdf),
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How Categorical Clemency Can Begin to
Address the Harms Faced by Incarcerated
Survivors of Domestic Violence

For the criminal legal system to administer justice, it’s clear that
it must move away from extreme punishment and toward
solutions that prioritize each individual’s experience.

June 26, 2024
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Last week, Gov. Murphy 1ssued an executive order that
provides incarcerated survivors of domestic violence a
chance at freedom by leveraging “categorical clemency,’ a
powerful tool that allows executive authorities to consider
incarcerated people for pardons or shortened sentences
based on a set of shared characteristics.

Gov. Murphy’s commitment to using categorical clemency
comes during his second and final term in office. Clemency,
or the power of the pardon, is an essential tool of the
executive branch and using categorical clemency offers one
of the few broad-stroke ways to address the harms brought
by a flawed criminal legal system. By shortening sentences of
incarcerated people in larger classes with shared
experiences, categorical clemency realizes change that is
profoundly human - and urgently needed.

Survivors of domestic violence - meaning survivors of either
family or intimate partner abuse - are all too often punished

by the criminal legal system. Often, imprisoned survivors -

who have experienced deep physical, sexual, and
psychological harm - defended themselves against their
abuser, or were coerced into committing a crime alongside
their abuser. But when faced with a criminal legal system that
is overly punitive and dangerously deficient in assessing
instances of trauma, survivors are arrested for actions
without context of their lived experience.

For the criminal legal system to administer justice, it’s clear
that it must move away from extreme punishment and
toward solutions that prioritize each individual’s experience.
Categorical clemency is one short-term method for executive
authorities to consider the harmful, and often racially biased
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Case in point: Of the 337 incarcerated women in the Edna
Mahan Correctional Facility, nearly three-quarters of first-

time offenders who committed violent crimes were abused

by the victim of the crime for which they were serving their
sentences. This paints a glaring reality: not only is the
criminal legal system ignoring instances of domestic
violence when it comes to those who are charged with
violent crimes, but a barrier is placed to receiving a fair
sentence.

By and large, our self-defense laws - originally created to
protect property-owning white men - haven’t been updated
to reflect cases of domestic violence. Survivors can be held
responsible if they do not or cannot escape the violent
situation because of laws that say people must leave a
situation before defending themselves. For people who have
suffered deep trauma over extended periods of time at the
hands of an abuser, this law only serves to punish them.

And then, there are deep flaws in the sentencing system.
Judges in New Jersey can consider more than a dozen
mitigating factors when considering the severity of
sentences. However, there is no explicit factor that allows for

consideration of prior physical, sexual, or psychological
abuse. As a result, if convicted, domestic violence survivors
often receive long sentences, particularly if they committed a
violent crime.

Notably, Black survivors are particularly vulnerable to these
injustices. In a 2015 survey of more than nine hundred anti-
violence advocates, survivors, and other stakeholders from
almost all fifty states noted that police favor light-skinned
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seriously. Moreover, Black women are more likely to be

arrested themselves for behavior that may be consistent with

self-defense, but instead interpreted through the stereotype
of being overly aggressive.

Fighting for a fairer criminal legal system is not mutually
exclusive from advancing racial equity. Too often Black and
brown communities receive the tail end of what the system
has to offer.

We need fundamental changes to our legal system to combat
the inequities survivors face. And in conjunction, as a
society, we must wholeheartedly adopt a vision of our nation
that no longer rejects a person’s human experience, let alone
their trauma.

Categorical clemency will begin to address the harms of the
flawed criminal legal system - and governors have a moral
obligation to leverage their pardon powers at every
opportunity - but it must accompany a much larger
reckoning. We can arrive at a reality where justice is more
fully realized, but only if we prioritize human dignity.
Categorical clemency is about so much more than
forgiveness or second chances - it's about our power to build
a future that can redeem our past. New Jersey must prove it
to be possible.

Related Issues

Decarceration Racial & Economic Justice
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Extreme Trial Penalties Are Deeply Unjust
- Categorical Glemency Can Bring Justice

No one should be punished for exercising their constitutional
right to a fair trial. As Governor Murphy considers categories of
people to grant a chance at freedom, it’s imperative to include
those who are serving extreme trial penalties.

July 24, 2024

Share this page

Rebecca Uwakwe
Senior Staff Attorney



ACLU

New Jersey

Decades ot “tough-on-crime” policies based 1n racism and
fear have created a mass incarceration crisis. Even though
New Jersey has taken major steps toward decarceration -
resulting in a reduction of the state’s incarcerated population
by more than 50 percent since 2011 - too many people are
still serving sentences that are not commensurate to their
crime or culpability.

Unfortunately, this often occurs when a person rejects a plea
deal and is sentenced to an excessively long sentence after
going to trial.

No one should be punished for exercising their
constitutional right to a fair trial. This sentencing
discrepancy, known as a trial penalty, is cruel and massively
harmful. It’s past time for New Jersey - and our society at
large - to begin prioritizing human experience instead of
punishing it.

Recently, Governor Murphy announced that he will utilize
his clemency powers in a categorical way by the end of his
final term. In other words, he will offer groups of people the
opportunity to have their case reviewed for a shortened
sentence.

Because New Jersey governors historically have
underutilized their clemency powers, Governor Murphy’s
commitment to taking a categorical approach is an
important step forward in mitigating injustice. As he
considers categories of people to grant a chance at freedom,
it’s imperative that Governor Murphy include those who are
serving extreme trial penalties.
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This reality has been fueled by harmful policies founded in
racism, fearmongering, and so-called “tough-on-crime"
approaches, such as the failed drug war. These are
exacerbated by the fact that people of color are often treated
more harshly by judges and prosecutors because of implicit
biases.

Offering clemency to people facing extreme trial penalties
would go a long way toward rectifying these deeply
ingrained racial inequities.

First, it’s important to understand extreme trial penalties -
and just how immoral they are.

For one, judges often get frustrated when those facing
charges decide to exercise their right to a trial - and impose a
harsher punishment as a result. According to Martin Sabelli,
past president of the National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers, judges have made statements to the effect,
“If you plead before trial, you get mercy; after trial, you get
justice.”

Or in some cases, judges impose harsh sentences simply
because they are bound by mandatory minimum
requirements. They don’t have the leeway to base the penalty
on the unique circumstances of the case.

Many proponents of this system claim that people can freely
choose whether to go to trial or accept the shorter sentence.
But the reality is far more complex.

People might fear - due to rampant injustices at many levels
of our court system - that they will not be able to get a fair
trial, so they defer to a shorter sentence.
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of incarceration that follows if they were to be found guilty at
trial.

Ultimately, it is deeply immoral to impart extremely
different sentences solely based on who exercises their
constitutional rights. It is inhumane to deprive people of
years with their families and communities for opting to go to
trial.

Fortunately, clemency - and categorical clemency
specifically - provides an opportunity to mitigate these
injustices.

Gov. Murphy’s announcement is indeed revolutionary.
Leveraging clemency powers is imperative, but our state
must do more - like eliminating mandatory minimum
sentences - to ensure fairness and justice for all. New

Jerseyans deserve a criminal legal system that treats people
with humanity and compassion.

Related Issues

Decarceration Criminal Legal System

Racial & Economic Justice View All Issues
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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Announces Pardons and
Commutations for 36 Individuals

Posted on-12/16/2024

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today announced that he is granting clemency to 36 individuals, including 33
pardons and three commutations. Today’s announcement marks Governor Murphy'’s first exercise of his pardon
power.

Today’s actions build on the Governor’s efforts to address unfairness that has existed in the criminal legal system
and his commitment to ensuring that individuals involved in the justice system have a second chance to rebuild their
lives.

“Today, we rededicate ourselves to ensuring that New Jersey is the state for second chances,” said Governor Murphy.
“1 am proud to announce that through our historic clemency initiative, 36 individuals will be granted legal relief, either
in the form of a full pardon, or by having their criminal sentence commuted. It is my honor as Governor to recognize
the efforts each of them have made to prove that, in this country, redemption is achievable. As we approach the final
year of our Administration, we will continue embracing a fair, impartial, and balanced approach for granting legal
relief to New Jerseyans who have earned a second chance.”

“Today, thanks to Governor Murphy, and the thorough work of the Clemency Advisory Board, our state has taken
another step towards creating a more equitable and fair justice system, and 36 individuals have the opportunity to
turn their lives around,” said Lieutenant Governor Tahesha Way. “As a former judge, | am proud to be a part of an
Administration that understands justice is not just about punishment, it is also about rehabilitation and second
chances.

On June 19, 2024, Governor Murphy announced a hew clemency initiative
(https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/20240619a.shtml) through Executive Order No. 362
(https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20241216/62/34/eb/61/de22d48e34256866c3ec3042/EQ-362.pdf). The
Executive Order established a Clemency Advisory Board — the first of its kind in state history — to provide
recommendations on individual applications for pardons and commutations. It also set out certain categories of
applications that would receive expedited review by the Clemency Advisory Board during the Murphy Administration.

Examples of those receiving expedited consideration for pardons include individuals who committed certain non-
violent crimes who have remained free from criminal justice system involvement for sufficient

time. For commutations, individuals may receive expedited consideration if they are serving sentences that reflect an
excessive trial penalty, or if they are victims of domestic or sexual violence or sex trafficking.

The individuals granted clemency by Governor Murphy today underwent an extensive review process, which included
consideration by the Clemency Advisory Board. In addition, the process included more robust victim outreach than in
prior administrations, ensuring that efforts were made to contact victims, solicit their input, and connect them with
support services if desired. This process was designed to ensure that the Governor’s decisions regarding pardons
and commutations are informed by the advice of individuals with diverse experiences and expertise relating to
criminal justice and clemency, as well as by the perspectives of those impacted by crime.

This group of pardon recipients includes veterans of the U.S. military, faith leaders, small business owners, and
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people who work or volunteer in settings where they provide support for individuals with substance use disorders or
with criminal histories. All pardon recipients have been free from criminal justice system involvement for more than
10 years.

New Jersey's Constitution gives the Governor broad discretion to issue pardons and commutations to individuals for
state criminal convictions. A pardon does not erase the facts underlying a criminal conviction, but rather officially
forgives the recipient and relieves them of certain collateral consequences that flow from a conviction. Unlike a
pardon, a commutation does not forgive the recipient for their conduct, but reduces the sentence they are currently
serving.

The following individuals have been granted a pardon:

1. Shaukat A. Azad — Arrested and sentenced in 1999 for terroristic threats. Arrested in 2003 and sentenced in 2004
for trademark counterfeiting.

2. Abdur Azim - Arrested and sentenced in 1986 for shoplifting. Arrested and sentenced in 1989 for possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance. Arrested in 1990 and sentenced in 1991 for robbery.

3. Richard C. Barthlemess, Jr. — Arrested in 1987 and sentenced in 1989 for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance. Arrested in 1988 and sentenced in 1989 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance.

4. Albert Baruffi — Arrested in 1971 and sentenced in 1972 for larceny. Arrested in 1984 and sentenced in 1986 for
two counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, two counts of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, and one count of conspiracy.

5. Richard Best — Arrested in 1983 and sentenced in 1984 for burglary and larceny. Arrested in 1985 and sentenced in
1986 for possession of a controlled dangerous substance.

6. Samera Bishop - Arrested in 2002 and sentenced in 2003 for manufacturing, distributing, or dispensing a
controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within
500 feet of a public housing authority. Arrested and sentenced in 2003 for manufacturing, distributing, or dispensing
a controlled dangerous substance. Arrested and sentenced in 2003 for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance.

7. Raymond W. Blanks — Arrested and sentenced in 1991 for distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within
1,000 feet of a school zone. Arrested in 2000 and sentenced in 2001 for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance.

8. Hugh L. Carter — Arrested in 1987 and sentenced in 1989 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance. Arrested in 1987 and sentenced in 1989 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance.

9. Paul M. Chiang - Arrested in 2005 and sentenced in 2006 for fraudulent use of a credit card.

10. Luisa M. Cornielle - Arrested in 2004 and sentenced in 2005 for conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance. Arrested and sentenced in 2010 for disorderly conduct.

11. Alvaro C. Correia, Jr. — Arrested and sentenced in 1995 for aggravated arson and receiving stolen property.
12. Calvin Cuavers - Arrested in 1978 and sentenced in 1979 for aiding and abetting robbery. Arrested in 2008 and
sentenced in 2009 for disorderly conduct. Arrested in 2009 and sentenced in 2010 for obstructing administration of

law or other governmental function.

13. Michelle Cutler — Arrested in 2000 and sentenced in 2001 for endangering the welfare of a child and use of drug
paraphernalia. Arrested and sentenced in 2002 for possession of a controlled dangerous substance.

14. Dave K. Daniels, Jr. — Arrested in 1989 and sentenced in 1990 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance. Arrested and sentenced in 1995 for possession of a controlled dangerous substance.



15. Charles DeFrancesco — Arrested in 1993 and sentenced in 1995 for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance.

16. Roger Dewey — Arrested in 1973 and sentenced in 1974 for possession of a controlled dangerous substance.

17. Jose A. Diaz-Garma — Arrested in 1986 and sentenced in 1989 for possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance.

18. Jenny M. Edwards — Arrested in 1989 and sentenced in 1990 for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance.

19. Quadir Evans - Arrested in 1983 and sentenced in 1984 for possession of a controlled dangerous
substance.Arrested and sentenced in 1986 for receiving stolen property. Arrested in 1986 and sentenced in 1987 for
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and unlawful possession of a weapon.
Arrested in 1990 and sentenced in 1991 for unlawful possession of a weapon.

20. Ryan Fahey — Arrested in 2006 and sentenced in 2008 for conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance.

21. George W. Fischer — Arrested in 1974 and sentenced in 1975 for shoplifting. Arrested in 1976 and sentenced in
1977 for robbery and conspiracy.

22. David Florian - Arrested in 1995 and sentenced in 1997 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance.

23. Gregory J. Fuhs — Arrested in 1988 and sentenced in 1990 for possession of a controlled dangerous substance
and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance.

24. Dramane Goita — Arrested in 1994 and sentenced in 1995 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance.

25. Natasha Hawkins-Braxton — Arrested and sentenced in 1995 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a
school zone, and unlawful possession of a weapon.

26. Calvin J. Henry - Arrested in 1988 and sentenced in 1992 for unlawful possession of a weapon and conspiracy to
possess a controlled dangerous substance with intent to distribute.

27. Tyrone S. Howard — Arrested in 2009 and sentenced in 2011 for making a false report to law enforcement.

28. Karyl A. Knibbs — Arrested and sentence in 1994 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance.

29. Jerry Lee Lassiter — Arrested and sentenced in 1989 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance.

30. Radames Lopez — Arrested in 1995 and sentenced in 1996 for possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance.

31. Henry Martinez — Arrested and sentenced in 1999 for distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within
1,000 feet of a school zone. Arrested and sentenced in 2001 for receiving stolen property.

32. James F. Mercer — Arrested in 1988 and sentenced in 1990 for receiving a stolen vehicle.

33. Humberto Portuondo — Arrested and sentenced in 1986 for conspiracy to possess a controlled dangerous
substance with intent to distribute.



The following individuals have been granted commutations of their prison sentences:

1. Myrna Diaz — Arrested in 2006 and convicted of murder, robbery, two counts of unlawful possession of a
weapon, two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, burglary, credit card theft, and
conspiracy to commit robbery. Sentenced in 2010 to a term of incarceration of 40 years with 34 years of parole
ineligibility followed by five years of post-incarceration parole supervision. Ms. Diaz will be released from
prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

2. Dawn Jackson — Arrested in 1999 and convicted of murder. Sentenced in 1999 to a term of incarceration of 30
years without parole eligibility. Ms. Jackson will be released from prison and begin a period of parole
supervision until March 23, 2029.

3. Denise Staples — Arrested in 2001 and convicted of murder and possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose. Sentenced in 2004 to a term of incarceration of 60 years with 51 years of parole ineligibility followed
by five years of post-incarceration parole supervision. Ms. Staples will be released from prison and begin a
five-year period of parole supervision.

“Today has giving me the ability to understand what perseverance looks like, what it means to be resilient through
difficult times, and to keep striving no matter what life may throw at you,” said Loreale Wilson, daughter of
commutation recipient Dawn Jackson. “Dawn Jackson is resilient , dedicated, and fearless. She never gave up the
good fight and that's why | stand here today on her behalf. What this means for me, | can’t begin to put into words, but
that | am completely speechless, overwhelmed with joy, and can’t wait to experience all that God has for us. Thank
everyone who truly made this possible, including Governor Murphy, but most importantly to my mother for never

giving up.”

“I want to give a personal and special thanks to Governor Murphy,” said pardon recipient Abdur Azim. “Your
governorship has been reflective of challenge, courage, and perseverance. Your commitment to public service and
change has been at the forefront of your policies. Thank you for your courage and commitment to champion some of
the most progressive initiatives to this date.”

“Today’s pardons and commutations are a significant first step in fulfilling Governor Murphy’s commitment to
exercising his clemency authority in a fair and just manner,” said Justin Dews, Chair of the Clemency Advisory Board.
“The Board and | commend the Governor for his deliberate consideration of our recommendations, and we give a
heartfelt congratulations to today’s clemency recipients. While we celebrate today, our job is not finished. We look
forward to continuing our work and seeing future clemency recipients enjoy the restoration of their full citizenship
and the opportunity to thrive in their communities.”

“Thank you, Governor Murphy, for your compassion and moral courage,” said criminal justice advocate Kim
Kardashian. "By granting these clemencies today, you've shown that we can choose redemption over condemnation.
Dawn’s second chance and impending freedom shows us what'’s possible when we focus on supporting survivors,
prioritizing safety, and committing to real justice. There are countless others who deserve the same chance, and I'm
grateful for your pledge to expedite and expand clemencies so more lives can be reclaimed.”

“As a 20-year New Jersey community reentry service provider and advocate for the justice-involved, | am proud to
witness this transformative moment,” said Rev. Dr. Pamela B. Jones. “On Juneteenth 2024, Governor Murphy set a
new standard for compassion and progress via a pardon & commutation process establishing New Jersey’s first
Clemency Advisory Board. This bold step in criminal justice reform addresses harsh sentencing’s impact on
marginalized communities, reflecting his commitment to equity, fairness, and meaningful relief.”

For more information on Governor Murphy’s Clemency Initiative or to apply for Executive Clemency, please
visit www.nj.gov/clemency (https:/www.nj.gov/clemency/).

Governor Phil Murphy


https://www.nj.gov/clemency/
https://www.nj.gov/clemency/
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OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Announces Pardons and
Commutations for 93 Individuals in Second
Round of Clemency Actions

Posted on - 04/8/2025

NEW BRUNSWICK - Governor Phil Murphy today exercised his executive authority and announced a second round of
clemency actions, providing relief for 93 individuals. This round includes 87 pardons and six commutations,
including five commutations of incarcerated persons. Today’s announcement brings the total number of grants of
clemency during the Murphy Administration to 129 individuals.

“With our Administration’s groundbreaking clemency initiative, we are living up to New Jersey'’s reputation as the
‘State for Second Chances," said Governor Murphy. “The individuals to whom | have granted clemency today have
earned their legal relief by dedicating themselves to becoming responsible, well-rounded citizens who are passionate
about contributing to their communities and society as a whole. As we prepare to announce additional clemency
actions over the coming months, | am deeply grateful to Justin Dews and the Clemency Advisory Board for their
steadfast dedication and commitment to ensuring that nobody is left behind by our criminal justice system. Granting
each of these individuals a second chance to rebuild their lives is truly one of the greatest honors of my time as
Governor.”

“I applaud Governor Murphy and the Clemency Advisory Board for their second round of clemency actions, changing
the lives of 93 individuals for the better,” said Lt. Governor Tahesha Way. “As one of the premier states in the nation for
criminal justice reform, we have shown that second chances are accessible to those who have successfully
rehabilitated their lives. | am proud to play a part in that lasting legacy.”

New Jersey’s Constitution gives the Governor broad discretion and the sole authority to issue pardons and
commutations to individuals for state criminal convictions.

On June 19,2024
(https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/j4cu3m/nrddit/bak5gbb__;'J30X0ZrnC10QtbA!JgIRVWIauFNMzm-
cldgNtWrkmkCN8ufwLLmbGCFDCVtmAS5I60NEnGaKOmvYgKxwNpOwHakhD7xTK7Amj0s2JC8ATIfak$), Governor
Murphy signed Executive Order No. 362
(https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/j4cu3m/nrddit/r2k5gbb__;1J30X0ZrnC10QtbA!JgIRVWIauFNMzm-
cldgNtWrkmkCN8ufwLLmbGCFDCVtmAS5I60NEnGaKOmvYgKxwNpOwHakhD7xTK7Amj0s2JCIvU46txS), establishing
the first-of-its-kind in state history Clemency Advisory Board responsible for reviewing and making recommendations

to the Governor on individual applications for pardons and commutations. Additionally, Executive Order No. 326 set

out certain categories of applications that would receive expedited review by the Clemency Advisory Board during the
Murphy Administration.

The criteria for expedited consideration stated in the Executive Order reflect categories of applications that are
particularly likely to warrant an exercise of executive clemency by the Governor. For example, individuals may receive
expedited consideration for pardons for certain non-violent convictions if they have remained free from justice system
involvement for sufficient time. Other examples of those receiving expedited consideration include individuals(who

are serving sentences that reflect an excessive trial penalty and victims of domestic or sexual violence or sex Back
trafficking who are incarcerated for committing a crime against their perpetrator. totop
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Since its establishment in June 2024, the Clemency Advisory Board has received over 2,200 applications for
clemency.

“Today’s announcement is a remarkable moment for New Jersey,” said Justin Dews, Chair of the Clemency Advisory
Board. “In less than a year, Governor Murphy has granted clemency to more people than every other governor in the
last 30 years combined. The Board and | appreciate how meaningful and necessary restoration and redemption is to
many New Jerseyans, and we look forward to continuing our work in order to bring such opportunities to many more.”

The following individuals have been granted a pardon:

1. Abdul-Ahad, Taskeen: robbery, sentenced in 1992
2. Almonte, Neurys: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a
school, sentenced in 2005
3. Andrews, Kendric: arson, sentenced in 1994
4. Artopee, Jonothan: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997;
disorderly conduct, sentenced in 1997; hindering, sentenced in 1998
5. Ashforth, Joseph: aggravated assault, sentenced in 1984; terroristic threats and arson, sentenced in 1992
6. Barlow, Racha: possession of a controlled dangerous substance (3 counts) and possession of narcotics
equipment, sentenced in 1991; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within
1,000 feet of a school (2 counts), sentenced in 1991; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within 1, 000 feet of a school, (2 counts), sentenced in 1996; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2003; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2010
7. Billingsley, Jeffrey: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991;
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced
in 1992
8. Butler, Adam: aggravated assault, sentenced in 1984; possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose and
possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1987; theft, sentenced in 1987; possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and credit card theft, sentenced in 2000; possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 2001
9. Camp, William: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1980
10. Checkley, Bernard: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006
11. Chue-Sang, Dayon: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a
school, sentenced in 1995
12. Ciraolo, Edmond: theft, sentenced in 1986; aggravated assault, sentenced in 1989; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997
ordinance violation, sentenced in 2000; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2012
13. Collazo, Sergio: shoplifting, sentenced in 2001; theft, sentenced in 2001; receipt of stolen property, sentenced in
2002; receipt of stolen property, sentenced in 2003; robbery, sentenced in 2003; unlawful taking by means of
conveyance and resisting arrest, sentenced in 2003; receipt of stolen property, sentenced in 2005
14. Dante, Michael: eluding and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced
in 1996
15. Delcollo, Joseph: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2002
16. Demarco, Gerald: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1980
17. Fiore, Mia: possession with intent to use a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2000; ordinance
violations, sentenced in 2003; possession with intent to use a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
2007
18. Frazier, Cherie: possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1993;
arson, sentenced in 1995
19. French, Mark: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance (2 counts), sentenced in 1991
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Gerow, Scott Brian: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 of a
school, sentenced in 1993; failure to voluntarily give a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999; loitering, sentenced in 2004; loitering,
sentenced in 2005; ordinance violation, sentenced in 2005; resisting arrest, sentenced in 2006; shoplifting,
sentenced in 2006

Gonzalez, John: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a
school, sentenced in 1996; possession with the intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1997

Gutierrez-Perez, Jhony: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2001; possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2004; ordinance violation, sentenced in
2004

Horsburgh, Jason: theft, sentenced in 1993; burglary (2 counts) and theft (2 counts), sentenced in 1994;
conspiracy, attempt, theft, and employing a juvenile in commission of offense, sentenced in 2000

James, O'Margaret: unlawful possession of a weapon, permit to carry, and possession of a weapon, sentenced
in 2013; possession of a stun gun, sentenced in 2013

. Jaquez, Edison: possession with intent to distribute within 500 feet of public housing, sentenced in 2010
26.

Jennings, Stephanie: prostitution, sentenced in 1986; possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1987; robbery, sentenced in 2005

Kern, Jennifer: loitering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2001; theft, sentenced in
2003; endangering the welfare of a child and possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
2006; theft, sentenced in 2010; theft, sentenced in 2010

Layton, Jeffrey: robbery, sentenced in 1982; robbery and conspiracy to commit robbery, sentenced in 1982

Lee, Arcadia: possession with intent to use paraphernalia, sentenced in 2008; possession with intent to use
paraphernalia, sentenced in 2010; being under the influence of a controlled dangerous substance without a
prescription, sentenced in 2010; unlawful possession of a weapon (2 counts), sentenced in 2012

Lunny, Robin Lee: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1984; possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988

Mack, Sonja: shoplifting, sentenced in 1987; obstruction of justice, sentenced in 1990; shoplifting, sentenced in
1994; ordinance violations, sentenced in 2002

Malagon, Rebecca: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in
1993; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995; shoplifting, sentenced in 1999;
theft, sentenced in 2001

Martin, Gregory Scott: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1990; trespassing, sentenced in 1993; failure to disperse, sentenced in 1993

McAnuff, Cornell: shoplifting, sentenced in 1987; perjury and conspiracy to commit perjury, sentenced in 1992
McMillon, Brice: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a
school, sentenced in 1990; conspiracy, possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent
to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 1990; possession with intent to use paraphernalia,
sentenced in 1990

Mitchell, Andrew: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006; possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006; burglary (2 counts) sentenced in 2008; terroristic threats
and firearms registry violation, sentenced in 201

Mitchell, Calvin: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of public
housing, sentenced in 2013

Moras, Domingo: controlled dangerous substance offenses, sentenced in 1984; distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1987

Moreno, Guillermo: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 1992
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40. Morris, Christopher: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994

41. Nasi, Ytala: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school,
sentenced in 1991

42. Parks, Larry: simple assault, sentenced in 1999; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1999; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school and
possession with intent to distribute within 500 feet of public housing, sentenced in 2000; resisting arrest,
sentenced in 2005

43. Pastrana, Miguel: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993

44. Payne-Gibson, Robin: violation of lottery law, sentenced in 1978

45, Pease, David: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1985

46. Peel, Jeffrey: conspiracy, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, distribution of
a controlled dangerous substance, possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1980

47. Perekstra, Robert: theft and uttering forged instrument (7 counts), sentenced in 1983; shoplifting, sentenced in
1998

48. Perez, Patricia: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and conspiracy to
distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990

49. Perry, Drew: possession of a controlled dangerous substance (2 counts), sentenced in 1989

50. Perry, Rei-Shane: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of
public housing, sentenced in 2001; local ordinance violation, sentenced in 2011

51. Pieper, C. D.: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1996

52. Pierre, Kevin: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2004

53. Pinerio, Daniel: terroristic threats, sentenced in 1997

54. Placeres, Edwin: being under the influence of a controlled dangerous substance without a prescription,
sentenced in 1988; possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 1989; receiving stolen property, sentenced in
2001; ordinance violation, sentenced in 2001; theft from a person, sentenced in 2006

55. Reid, Robin: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1992; theft by deception, sentenced
in 1998

56. Rivas, Jr., Carlos: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1996; being under the
influence of a controlled dangerous substance without a prescription, sentenced in 1996; distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998, possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 2001

57. Robinson, Terry: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994

58. Rodgers-Cromer, Linda: unlawful possession of a weapon and certain persons not to have a weapons or
ammunition, sentenced in 1983; theft, sentenced in 1992

59. Rodriguez, Hermes: receiving stolen property, sentenced in 1999

60. Rodwell, Kathryn: ordinance violation, sentenced in 2013; possession of a hypodermic needle, sentenced in
2013; conspiracy to possess a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2014

61. Roth, Megan: ordinance violation, sentenced in 2012; possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 2013; resisting arrest, sentenced in 2015

62. Sabater, Sabrina: attempt to obtain by fraud a controlled dangerous substance (3 counts), wrongful
impersonation, and health care claims fraud, sentenced in 2012

63. Salermo, Erick: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006

64. Sanchez, Mario: possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 1997; disorderly conduct, sentenced in 2014

65. Schofield, Jr., Floyd: unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1993; possession with intent to distribute
a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within
1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 1999; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999

66. Sellecchia, Antoinette: theft of services, sentenced in 2005; wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2005

67. Shabazz, Kareem: criminal trespass, sentenced in 1996; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 1997
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Simmons, Kennin: theft, sentenced in 1979

Spell, Kirayah: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a
school and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of a public
place, sentenced in 2007

Steinhausen, Randall: possession of a controlled dangerous substance (2 counts), sentenced in 1988; theft,
receiving a stolen vehicle, receiving stolen property, and burglary, sentenced in 1991

Stephens, Rodney Duane: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000
feet of a school (2 counts), sentenced in 1991

Stovall, Felicia: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2003
Sweat, Lagweta: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997; conspiracy to commit
robbery, sentenced in 1999; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2002

Tawfik, Adel: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995;
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997; ordinance violations,
sentenced in 2001; ordinance violations; sentenced in 2003

Taylor, Carl: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994

Terrero, Yosusany: burglary, sentenced in 1996; ordinance violation, sentenced in 2011

Terry, Sylvester: possession of an unlicensed or unregistered weapon, sentenced in 1991; possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance (2 counts) and possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1994

Torbit, Trackie: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006
Ugwudi, Justina: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1996
Vasanki, Michael: burglary and theft by unlawful taking, sentenced in 1985; burglary, sentenced in 1992;
wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999

Watson, Kimberly: theft, sentenced in 1994; endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 1998; endangering
the welfare of a child, sentenced in 2001; theft, sentenced in 2007

Williams, Steven: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998;
wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998; possession with intent to distribute
a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 2000; possession with intent to
distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 1,000 feet of a school, sentenced in 2000; possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of public property, sentenced in 2000;
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of public property,
sentenced in 2000

Wims, Jeffrey: fraud and possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1983

Woolf, Mark: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of public housing, sentenced in
2013

Yeldell-Bay, Michael: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1989
Yurick, Edward: robbery, sentenced in 2001

Zambolla, Donna: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2002

The following individuals have been granted commutations of their prison sentences:

1.

Barkley, Rashon: Convicted of felony murder, aggravated manslaughter, conspiracy, theft, simple assault,
robbery (6 counts), unlawful possession of a weapon (2 counts), possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose (2 counts), and receiving stolen property. Sentenced in 1994 to a term of incarceration of life plus 50
years. Mr. Barkley will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

. Muhammad, Jamal: Convicted of murder, felony murder, robbery, conspiracy, possession of a weapon for an

unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 2000 to a term of incarceration of life
with 30 years of parole ineligibility. Mr. Muhammad will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of
parole supervision.

. Pfefferle, Paige: Convicted of murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of

a weapon, and hindering apprehension. Sentenced in 2013 to 30 years in prison with 30 years of parole
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ineligibility followed by five years of post-incarceration parole supervision. Ms. Pfefferle will be released from
prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

4. Salazar, Alberto: Convicted of reckless manslaughter, felony murder, and robbery. Sentenced in 2003 to 30
years in prison with 30 years of parole ineligibility. Mr. Salazar will be released from prison and be deported due
to his immigration status.

5. Tierney, Michelle: Convicted of murder and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose. Sentenced in
2000 to 30 years in prison with 30 years of parole ineligibility. Ms. Tierney will be released from prison and
begin a period of parole supervision until August 29, 2028.

The following individual has been granted a commutation from his driver’s license suspension:

1. Furushima, Dennis K.: Convicted of driving under the influence (5 counts). Sentenced in 1999 and 2000 to 50
years of a driver’s license suspension. Mr. Furushima will have his driver’s license suspension commuted and
any associated court-ordered driver’s license suspensions rescinded.

During today’s announcement, Islah Muhammad, the sister of Jamal Muhammad, one of the six individuals who
received a commutation, shared her appreciation to Governor Murphy and the Clemency Advisory Board for giving
Muhammad a second chance at redemption post-incarceration.

Jamal Muhammad has been incarcerated for over 28 years following an incident where his co-defendant shot and
killed a victim during a robbery. During his time in incarceration, Muhammad became passionate about ethics and
religious studies. He is actively writing a book about anti-bullying, Character Education: The Solution to Preventing
Bullying. He credits religion with transforming his decision-making and mindset. Muhammad is also a proud and
loving father. Despite being incarcerated for nearly all of their lives, he maintains a close relationship with his two
children. He has even co-authored an online book with his son, enabling them to collaboratively write chapters
together and remain connected. Muhammad is extremely motivated to leave a positive legacy in the next chapter of
his life.

“On behalf of my entire family, | want to thank Governor Murphy and the Clemency Advisory Board for the early release
of our loved one, Jamal Muhammad,” said Islah Muhammad. “My brother Jamal is a genuinely sincere and
compassionate individual who has always been a pillar of strength within our family and community. Even during his
incarceration, he remained an asset to those around him. And we are confident in his ability to teach, mentor, and
uplift our youth—particularly young men—both within the community and beyond upon his release.”

“Our family, along with our extended Islamic community, eagerly anticipates his return,” Muhammad continued. “Our
love for Jamal is unwavering, and we look forward to creating new memories and forging deeper connections as a
reunited family. We have long been preparing to support him through his transition and are fully committed to helping
him thrive in this next stage of life.”

Racha Barlow, one of the 87 individuals who received a pardon, spoke about her experiences post-incarceration,
including the work she has done since leaving prison to help other justice-involved individuals.

Racha Barlow was convicted of drug related offenses in the 80’s and 90’s when she was a young adult, and a
weapons-related charge from 2010. Through dedication and perseverance, she has achieved and maintained sobriety
for 15 years. Barlow currently works for the City of Trenton as a reentry coordinator, helping people with criminal
records find jobs and housing. She had previously done similar work for Volunteers of America and has been working
in reentry support positions for nearly 10 years. She is also an author and poet, and volunteers her services for
grieving families that have lost a loved one.

“Today, | officially retire my state number #14489,” said Racha Barlow. “| am deeply grateful to Governor Murphy for
granting me a second chance at life. His decision to grant me clemency has opened doors | never could have
imagined possible.”

“When | left prison, | remember telling myself, I'm coming home to help people like me,” Barlow continued. “Today, by
the grace of God, I'm doing just that. As a Reentry Specialist with the City of Trenton, | have helped over 250 returning
citizens secure employment opportunities in the last three years. I've also written four books and composed and
performed over 500 poems for grieving families in the City of Trenton. | am currently studying filmmaking under Mega
Mind Production adapting books to film and, soon, | believe one of my projects will be greenlit. | say all of this to give
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God the glory. He has brought me a long way from that young girl lying on a prison bunk at Edna Mahan Correctional
Facility, dreaming of becoming a writer.”

Upon release from New Jersey Department of Corrections custody, one of the individuals whose sentence was
commuted, Alberto Salazar, will be deported due to his immigration status, per federal law. The Murphy Administration
will work with United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement to ensure Mr. Salazar’s safe and orderly return to
his native Colombia.

Over the past seven-plus years, the Murphy Administration has pursued various initiatives to ensure that individuals
formerly involved in the criminal justice system have a second chance to rebuild their lives. From signing legislation
banning discriminatory housing practices against justice-involved individuals to restoring voting rights to over 80,000
citizens on probation or parole to creating a petition process for “clean slate” expungements for certain offenders, the
Murphy Administration has solidified New Jersey’s standing as one of the fairest criminal justice systems in the
nation.

“Today marks a significant next step in New Jersey’s journey toward a more compassionate and equitable criminal
justice practice. Governor Murphy’s latest pardons and commutations, guided by Executive Order No. 362, highlight
the importance of Second Chances. At New Jersey Reentry Corporation (NJRC), daily, we witness the perseverance of
court-involved persons as they rebuild their lives,” said Jim McGreevey, Executive Director, New Jersey Reentry
Corporation. “| commend Governor Murphy for his leadership, encouraging ongoing progress through sentencing
reform and reentry support.”

“Governor Murphy is following through on his bold commitment to use his clemency powers to correct injustice, grant
freedom, and restore fairness. Clemency should be a routine part of effective governance and the governor is
demonstrating how this powerful tool, used responsibly, paves the way for stronger, safer communities,” said Jessica
Jackson, CEQ, REFORM Alliance. “At REFORM Alliance, we proudly welcome home those who have earned their
freedom today and look forward to continued progress, particularly in relieving more deserving individuals from the
burden of prolonged supervision and solidifying New Jersey as a national model for second chances.”

"We thank Governor Murphy for taking action today. Coinciding with April's "Second Chances" month, we are once
again united around the fundamental belief that everyone deserves a chance to be restored and set free from past
trauma and mistakes,” said Rev. Dr. Charles F. Boyer, Founder, Salvation and Social Justice. “As a result of today's
action, and those that have come before, New Jersey has dropped to historic lows in the prison population under this
administration while crime rates have also dropped.”

"“The Returning Citizen Support Group support Governor Murphy's Clemency initiative. As such, we are committed to
supporting the recipients of the Governor's clemency, including their families, with wraparound services to ensure a
successful transition," said Edwin Ortiz, Executive Director and Co-Founder, Returning Citizens Support Group.

“We appreciate that Governor Murphy is exercising his clemency powers to address historic inequities in the criminal
justice system that disproportionately impact Latinos and other people of color," said Dr. Jesselly De La Cruz,
Executive Director of the Latino Action Network Foundation. "We are proud to work with Governor Murphy to help
build a more equitable criminal justice system that is fair to every New Jerseyan.”

“The AFSC works nationally on advocacy and human rights issues concerning imprisonment. No other elected official
in the country is accomplishing what Governor Murphy is via his use of his powers of pardons and commutation. He
is courageous and unique in his commitment to grant second chances. The people of New Jersey remain grateful for
his extraordinary leadership,” said Bonnie Kerness, Program Director, American Friends Service Committee Prison
Watch.

“On behalf of all those impacted by the criminal justice system and those who believe in the power of second
chances, | extend my deepest gratitude to Governor Phil Murphy for his leadership, compassion, and commitment to
justice through his recent clemency and pardon initiatives,” said Pastor Steffie Bartley Sr., Northeastern Regional
Director, National Action Network. “Governor Murphy’s efforts reflect a profound understanding that redemption,
rehabilitation, and fairness must be cornerstones of our justice system. By exercising his clemency powers with
integrity and humanity, he has brought hope to individuals, families, and communities who have long awaited the
opportunity for a fresh start. Thank you, Governor Murphy, for your bold and thoughtful actions. Your dedication to
justice and equity is helping to build a more compassionate and inclusive New Jersey.”

For more information on Governor Murphy’s Clemency Initiative or to apply for Executive Clemency, please visit
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Governor Murphy Announces Pardons for 40
Individuals in Third Round of Clemency Actions

Posted on - 09/9/2025

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today exercised his executive authority and announced a third round of clemency
actions by pardoning 40 individuals. Today’s announcement brings the total number of grants of clemency during the
Murphy Administration to 169 individuals.

“As ‘The State for Second Chances, we pride ourselves on recognizing the power of redemption,” said Governor
Murphy. “Extending this opportunity for a new beginning is one of the greatest responsibilities | hold as Governor -
and one that | do not take lightly. | am deeply grateful to Bishop Rodriguez, the Clemency Advisory Board, and my
team for their careful and thoughtful review and guidance on each application for clemency that we receive.
Together, we are ensuring that justice in New Jersey is both rooted in public safety and a belief in second chances.”

New Jersey's Constitution gives the Governor broad discretion and the sole authority to issue pardons and
commutations to individuals for State criminal convictions.

In 2024, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 362, establishing the first-of-its-kind in state history Clemency
Advisory Board. The Board, chaired by Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, convenes regularly to review and make
recommendations to the Governor on individual applications for pardons and commutations.

The criteria for expedited consideration stated in the Executive Order reflect categories of applications that are
particularly likely to warrant an exercise of executive clemency by the Governor. For example, individuals may receive
expedited consideration for pardons for certain non-violent convictions if they have remained free from justice
system involvement for sufficient time. Other examples of those receiving expedited consideration include
individuals who are serving sentences that reflect an excessive trial penalty and victims of domestic or sexual
violence or sex trafficking who are incarcerated for committing a crime against their perpetrator.

Since the Governor's Executive Order, the Governor's Office has received over 4,500 applications for clemency.

"With this third round of clemency grants, Governor Murphy continues to show moral courage and compassionate
leadership. By extending pardons to more than forty individuals, he is not only restoring lives but also strengthening
families and communities across our state,” said Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, Chair of the New Jersey Clemency
Advisory Board. “Clemency is not about overlooking mistakes—it is about recognizing transformation, redemption,
and the power of a second chance. With close to 170 pardons and commutations to date—more than the combined
total of New Jersey’s governors over the last 30 years—Governor Murphy is making history. His bold use of cle

sends a clear message to the nation that justice and mercy can walk hand in hand, and we remain hopeful that r’eﬁny
to top
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more lives will be restored before his term concludes.”

The following individuals have been granted a pardon by Governor Murphy:

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.
18.

Brown, Shaib: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988;
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1989; possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991; theft, sentenced in 1994

. Cruz, Emily: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991;

violation of probation, sentenced in 1998

. Denis, Alain: receiving stolen property, sentenced in 1985; possession of a controlled dangerous substance,

sentenced in 1987; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; resisting arrest and
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991; possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1991; violation of probation, sentenced in 1992; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in
1992; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a school zone and firearms regulatory violation, sentenced in 1996

. Duckett, Tyrone: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2005
. Falletta, Nicholas: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, 2005; violation of

probation, 2008; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, 2008

. Forte, Stacey: shoplifting, sentenced 2010; criminal trespass and shoplifting, sentenced in 2010; attempt to

obtain controlled dangerous substance by fraud, sentenced in 2011; possession with intent to use drug
paraphernalia, sentenced in 2011; violation of probation, sentenced in 2013

. Gaston, Steven: possession of a prohibited weapon, sentenced in 1996
. Goss, Rodney: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1987; violation of probation,

sentenced in 1988; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988

Grady, Clourer: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; possession, sentenced in
1991; violation of probation, 1993; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993
Granzow, Timothy: disorderly conduct, sentenced in 1998; possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1999; violation of probation, sentenced in 1999; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999; possession of drug paraphernalia, sentenced in 1999; possession of
drug paraphernalia, sentenced in 1999; theft, sentenced in 1998; theft, sentenced in 1999; distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2010

Hilaire, Patrice: local ordinance violations, sentenced in 2002; two counts of distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006

Ibrahim, Mario: shoplifting, sentenced in 1995; robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and
unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1997; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1997
Jackson, Schulyer: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, 2012

Kelsey, Linda: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1975; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1977; shoplifting and two counts of possession of narcotics equipment,
sentenced in 1987; possession of narcotics equipment, sentenced in 1989; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1989; possession of narcotics equipment, sentenced in 1989; distribution
of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1989; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance
within a school zone, sentenced in 2016

Kornacki, Jr., David Benjamin: theft, sentenced in 2002; two counts of aggravated assault and hindering,
sentenced in 2003; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2005; violation of probation,
sentenced in 2007; hindering, sentenced in 2006

Lascala, Christopher: robbery, sentenced in 2013

Majette, Jr., Wilbert: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990
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19.
20.

21.

22.
23.

24.

25.
26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
36.
37.

38.

39.

Matthews, Chanti: two counts of receiving stolen property, sentenced in 1999

Matunda, Ill, William: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1996

McAllister, Naquan: robbery, sentenced in 2008; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
2009; theft, sentenced in 2011; local ordinance violations, sentenced in 2019

McCoy, Charlotte: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2010

Millan, Jr., Anthony: theft, sentenced in 2004; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
2007

Monserrate, Pedro: aggravated assault, sentenced in 2000; unlicensed entry, sentenced in 2005; defiant
trespass, sentenced in 2005

Muro, Scott: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2010
Petruska, John: conspiracy and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1998

Reid, Denise: possession of narcotics equipment and a drug-related offense, sentenced in 1972; possession of
a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1974; shoplifting, sentenced in 1974; robbery and committing
an offense while armed, sentenced in 1975; shoplifting, sentenced in 1975; shoplifting, sentenced in 1975;
shoplifting, sentenced in 1976; shoplifting, sentenced in 1977

Roberts, Fronz: two counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1989; receiving stolen property, sentenced in 1989; violations of probation, sentenced in 1990;
distribution within a school zone, sentenced in 1990

Roche, Kyle: aggravated assault, sentenced in 2005; theft, trespass, and wandering to obtain a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2013; ordinance violations and wandering to obtain a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2014; possession, sentenced in 2015; obstruction, sentenced in 2015;
violation of probation, sentenced in 2016

Salek, Robert: larceny and burglary, sentenced in 1972; fraud, sentenced in 1975

Saralvarez, Alejandro: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, 1989

Sarappa, Joseph: robbery, sentenced in 1982

Skakur-Purvis, Markim: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1990; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991; possession
with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999; attempt to tamper with witness,
sentenced in 1999

Shelton, Marc: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994; possession with intent to
use drug paraphernalia, sentenced in 1994; wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced
in 1998

Thompson, Charles: six counts of breaking and entering, sentenced in 1977

Throckmorton, Raymond: possession of narcotics equipment, 1973; possession, 1978

Tursi, Matthew: receiving stolen property, sentenced in 2012; receiving stolen property, sentenced in 2012;
possession of narcotics equipment, sentenced in 2012

Waller, Tanell: unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1996; possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1998; possession with intent to distribute
a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone and possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998; possession of drug paraphernalia, sentenced in 2002; wandering to
obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2011; wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2011; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2011

Woolfolk, Richard: receiving stolen property, sentenced in 1998; possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1998; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2000;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone,
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance near a public facility, sentenced in 2001
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40. Worthington, Rachel: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
2001

Clourer Grady, 72, was convicted of several drug possession-related charges from 1989 to 1993 and received a short
prison sentence. Ms. Grady notes her charges were tied to a substance use disorder she faced at the time.

After Ms. Grady's incarceration, she realized the damage her substance use was having on her life and entered
treatment. She began full-time employment as a secretary and eventually became a certified drug and alcohol
counselor for Trinitas Regional Medical Center until her retirement in 2017. She is passionate about recovery,
crediting treatment with saving her life. At Trinitas, she ran a program for over 17 years to help adults in recovery
reconnect with their children and families. She also went back to school and received a Bachelor of Arts from
Thomas Edison State University in 2014.

"Any time | think about receiving a pardon | start to cry. After four years of attempting to clear my record, to hear the
Governor tell me that he is signing into effect a FULL PARDON with my name on it is a true blessing,” said Clourer
Grady, who is one of the individuals who received a pardon today. “It makes these last 30 years of just being a
productive member of society and using my time to help others feel so rewarding."

“The State Parole Board is proud to support the clemency process by preparing the case materials reviewed by the
Governor,” Samuel J. Plumeri, Jr., New Jersey State Parole Board Chairman. “It is an important opportunity to
recognize rehabilitation and the potential for second chances, and we are honored to play a part in the clemency
process and to support Governor Murphy’s clemency initiative.”

“Governor Murphy’s action follows a careful review of cases where rehabilitation and compliance with the law have
been demonstrated,” said James McGreevey, New Jersey Reentry Corporation. “The New Jersey Reentry Corporation
will work with every person in our region who has been granted clemency and who seeks assistance to provide
housing, medical care, addiction treatment, mental health services, legal support, and employment opportunities
essential for a successful reentry.”

“We applaud Governor Phil Murphy and his team for exercising executive clemency once again,” said Dr. Pamela B
Jones, CEO of Communities In Cooperation Inc. “This historic initiative—granting pardons to deserving individuals—
advances justice and meaningful reform, particularly for women returning home, and reflects a commitment to
dignity, healing, and opportunity for all mankind.”

“I applaud Governor Murphy for continuing to use clemency as a powerful tool for justice and redemption,” said Dr.
Jesselly De La Cruz, Latino Action Network Foundation. “This third round of pardons reflects a deep commitment to
second chances and to addressing the harms caused by over-policing and mass incarceration. The Governor’s
Clemency Initiative is not only historic — it brings real hope to individuals, families, and communities across New
Jersey."

“As one of the founders of the Returning Citizens Support Group, | strongly support the Governor’s clemency
initiative. This measure addresses systemic inequities that have long marginalized Black and Brown communities,
particularly the barriers to housing, employment, and family reunification that persist long after incarceration,” said
Edwin Ortiz, Returning Citizens Support Group. “While New Jersey's low recidivism rate demonstrates that many
returning citizens are committed to positive change, the enduring weight of past convictions continues to limit social
and economic opportunities. The clemency initiative is a meaningful step toward repairing these harms, reducing
structural barriers, and strengthening families and communities across our State.”

“The leadership of New Jersey’s Governor Murphy is an example for sitting Governors throughout the country to
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follow,” said Bonnie Kerness, Program Director of the American Friends Service Committee Prison Watch. “To
exercise the power of clemency and pardons is a life-giving gift to individuals who are justice impacted and have paid
their debt to their victims and our society.”

“Mercy unapologetically affirms the inherent worth of our beloveds in the face of rising authoritarianism,” said
Charlene D. Walker, Executive Director, Faith in New Jersey. “Today’s pardons interrupt a system that cages and
dehumanizes, allowing people the Divine has held close to reemerge, heal with their families, and transform their
communities. We celebrate captives set free. May they know freedom in their very bones. Thank you to Governor
Murphy and the Clemency Board for your continued work to ensure more loved ones live free.”

“With every grant of clemency, our state has shown that justice includes redemption — not only do people deserve
freedom, but the restoration of their civil rights and humanity,” said Rebecca Uwakwe, Director of the Clemency
Project at the ACLU of New Jersey. “We're grateful for Governor Murphy’s historic leadership on clemency and look
forward to additional pardons and commutations in the coming months.”

"We applaud Governor Murphy for granting more pardons today. At REFORM, we see firsthand the life-changing
impact that second chances have on families and communities,” said Jessica Jackson, CEO, REFORM
Alliance."Today's actions reflect a deep commitment to fairness and redemption, and we are hopeful that this
momentum will continue to grow in New Jersey and across the country. Every act of mercy is also an investment in
stronger, safer communities.”

“As always, it's an honor to see the Governor continue his clemency and pardons throughout New Jersey where the
numbers are continuing to grow for a second chance at life. We thank the Governor and his Administration for
changing the lives of individuals and to give them another chance. On behalf of the National Action Network, Rev Al
Sharpton and the Northeast Regional Director, Rev. Steffie Bartley, we thank you Governor Phil Murphy for a job well
done," said Rev. Dr. Steffie Bartley, Northeast Regional Director, National Action Network.

“We commend the Governor for this courageous act of clemency, which reflects a profound commitment to justice,
compassion, and the power of redemption,” said Pastor John Taylor, Friendship Baptist Church. "This decision not
only transforms a life, but reaffirms our collective belief in second chances and the enduring value of mercy."

For more information on Governor Murphy’s Clemency Initiative, please visit www.nj.gov/clemency.
(https:/www.nj.gov/clemency/),

Governor Phil Murphy
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PRINCETON - Governor Phil Murphy today announced his fourth round of clemency actions under his
Administration’s historic initiative granting life-changing opportunities to individuals involved in the justice system. In
this latest round, Governor Murphy exercised his executive authority, granting 19 commutations and 29 pardons,
bringing the cumulative total to 217 grants of clemency over the past 16 months. This milestone advances New
Jersey's reputation as The State for Second Chances, built under Governor Murphy’s leadership.

“As Governor, one of the greatest responsibilities | hold is the ability to extend second chances to individuals who
have made a commitment to rehabilitating their lives,” said Governor Murphy. “With this fourth round of clemency
actions, we uphold one of our nation’s oldest and most fundamental principles: justice for all. | owe deep gratitude to
the members of our Clemency Advisory Board who have been working around-the-clock to thoroughly screen and
review each applicants case, ensuring they meet the criteria of Executive Order No. 362. Together, we are creating
opportunities for those who have made mistakes in the past to heal, and ultimately, contribute to our shared future.”

“Our state continues to lead with courage and compassion — ensuring that justice includes not just accountability,
but also the chance to rebuild and contribute to society,” said Lt. Governor Tahesha Way. “| am proud of this historic
effort that our administration has advanced, changing the lives of over 200 families.”

In June 2024 (https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/20240619a.shtml), Governor Murphy
signed

Executive Order No. 362
(https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20241216/62/34/eb/61/de22d48e34256866c3ec3042/E0-362.pdf)

, establishing the state’s first-ever Clemency Advisory Board. The Board reviews applications for pardons and
commutations and provides recommendations to the Governor on executive clemency actions. Under the Order,
certain categories of applications receive expedited consideration, including non-violent offenses with long post-
conviction periods of good conduct, victims of domestic violence who committed crimes in their victimization, or
sentences reflecting excessive trial penalties. The process also incorporates robust victim outreach, ensuring that
the perspectives of individuals harmed by crime are heard and addressed as part of a fair, transparent system.

“With this fourth round of clemency, Governor Murphy once again demonstrates that mercy is not weakness—it is
moral strength in action,” said Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, Chair of the New Jersey Clemency Advisory Board. “By
extending close to fifty pardons and commutations, the Governor reaffirms that redemption is a cornerstone of true
justice. Each restored life represents renewed hope for families, neighborhoods, and the future of our state. New
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Jersey continues to lead the nation in showing that second chances can heal communities and restore faith in our
justice system. | commend Governor Murphy for his unwavering commitment to fairness, compassion, and the
transformative power of grace.”

The following individuals have been granted a pardon:

N —

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24.
25.

. Alston, Sheila: aggravated assault and endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 2008

. Arias, Jr., Dolphin: possession of a prohibited weapon, sentenced in 1994

. Barrow, Jeanette: possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose and aggravated assault, sentenced in
1988; endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 1995

. S.B.: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance (two counts), sentenced in 2006

. Bosseler Devlin, Mary Jane: possession of a controlled dangerous substance (two counts), sentenced in 1985;
distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995

. Breland, Greg: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance in a school zone, sentenced in 1991; simple assault, sentenced in 1995;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance sentenced in 2001; possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2001; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone, sentenced in
2001

. Brockington, Tyrone: possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone, sentenced in 1995;
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995

. Burke, Kareem: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2004

. Ciroalo, Jr., Eugene: arson, sentenced in 1987

Fisher, Patricia: conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2010

Gentile, Philip: bad checks, sentenced in 2007; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in

2007

Hellriegel, Lisa: possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone and distribution of a

controlled dangerous substance near a public facility, sentenced in 2007

Holness, Robert: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998; receiving stolen

property, sentenced in 1999; simple assault, sentenced in 2000; theft by unlawful taking, sentenced in 2000;

receiving stolen property, sentenced in 2001

Ishak, Yousef: possession of paraphernalia, 1988; violation of probation, 1988; receiving stolen property, 1989;

possession of a controlled dangerous substance, 1992; shoplifting, 1997; shoplifting, 1997; receiving stolen

property, 1998; possession of paraphernalia, 1998

Josephs, Sr., Gary: credit card theft and possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1990

Kouliev, Alim: local ordinance violations, 1996; failure to disperse, 1996; possession of a controlled dangerous

substance and possession of paraphernalia, 1998

McAnuff, Raymond: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, possession with

intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, and possession of a controlled dangerous substance,

sentenced in 1993

Melgarejo, Angel: false documentation, sentenced in 2007

Montilla, Jomarlin: theft, sentenced in 2005

Musero, Nick: conspiracy to cause arson, sentenced in 1998

Polite, Ernest: shoplifting sentenced in 1975; theft, sentenced in 1982; burglary, sentenced in 1983; violation of

probation, sentenced in 1986; lewdness, sentenced in 1998

Pozo, Odalys: possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone, sentenced in 1995

Ramirez-Perez, Frank de Los Mercedes: two counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled

dangerous substance, 1994

Restrepo, Carlos: conspiracy to possess a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991

Smith, Tawanda: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, possession of a controlled dangerous

substance in a school zone, and possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1996;
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26.

27.

28.

29.

possession of a controlled dangerous substance and distribution of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1996

Sullivan, Eugene: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1981; distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1986; violation of probation, sentenced in 1987; violation of
probation, sentenced in 1988; conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988;
violation of probation, sentenced in 1992

Thompson, Brenda: theft, sentenced in 2000; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2002; local ordinance violation, sentenced in 2002; shoplifting, sentenced in 2003;
wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2008

Whitson, Doug: unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1992; possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1993; conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994
Williamson, Janice: loitering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2007; conspiracy to
distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2008

The following individuals have been granted commutations of their prison or parole sentences:

1.

Baker, Latasha: Convicted of murder, robbery, conspiracy, and hindering. Sentenced in 2014 to a term of
incarceration of 18 months consecutive to a term of 45 years with over 38 years of parole ineligibility. Ms.
Baker will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

. Carter, Rashawn: Convicted of felony murder, robbery (five counts), criminal restraint (five counts), and

conspiracy. Sentenced in 2015 to a term of incarceration of 107 years with 87 years of parole ineligibility. Mr.
Carter will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

. Neals, Tivon: Convicted of murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a

weapon, and terroristic threats. Sentenced in 2005 to a term of incarceration of 4 years consecutive to a term
of 50 years with 42.5 years of parole ineligibility. Mr. Neals will have his sentenced commuted to an aggregate
term of incarceration of 30 years with a parole ineligibility term to be satisfied on November 10, 2025. Upon
release from incarceration, Mr. Neals will begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

. Yates, Nathan: Convicted of robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of

a weapon, possession of a prohibited weapon, resisting arrest, and certain persons not to have a weapon.
Convicted in 2005 to a term of incarceration of 33 years. Mr. Yates will be released from prison and begin a
five-year period of parole supervision.

. Harris, Timothy: Convicted of felony murder, murder, robbery (two counts), conspiracy, aggravated assault,

possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 1993 to
a term of incarceration of life with 30 years parole ineligibility. Mr. Harris will be released from prison and begin
a five-year period of parole supervision.

. Leahey, Anthony: Convicted of murder (three counts), possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and

unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 2001 to a term of incarceration of 30 years with 30 years
parole ineligibility. Mr. Leahey will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

. Johnson, Charles: Convicted of felony murder, robbery, theft, receiving stolen property, possession of a

weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 2003 to a term of
incarceration of 52 years with over 44 years of parole ineligibility. Mr. Johnson will have his sentenced
commuted to a term of incarceration of 25 years with 25 years parole ineligibility, and he will have a five-year
period of parole supervision.

. Holmes, Stanley: Convicted of armed robbery (two counts), burglary, and kidnapping (two counts). Sentenced

in 2005 to a term of incarceration of 35 years. Mr. Holmes will be released from prison and begin a five-year
period of parole supervision.

. Sears, Laciana: Convicted of aggravated manslaughter. Sentenced in 2019 to a term of incarceration of 22

years with 18.5 years of parole ineligibility. Ms. Sears will have her sentenced commuted to a term of
incarceration of 10 years with 10 years of parole ineligibility, and she will have a five-year period of parole
supervision.
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10. Freeman, Karla: Convicted of felony murder and attempted robbery. Sentenced in 2007 to a term of
incarceration of 30 years with 30 years parole ineligibility. Ms. Freeman will be released from prison and begin
a five-year period of parole supervision.

11. Moore, Sammy: Convicted of felony murder, murder, attempted murder, robbery (two counts), and possession
of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in March 1995. Convicted of conspiracy, attempted burglary,
and burglar’s tools, sentenced in June 1995. Mr. Moore was sentenced to an aggregate term of imprisonment
of life with 40 years of parole ineligibility. He will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole
supervision.

12. McGraw, Ronald: Convicted of conspiracy, murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and
unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 2006 to a term of incarceration of 50 years with 42.5 years
parole ineligibility. Mr. McGraw will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

13. Williams, Gregory: Convicted of robbery (two counts), possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and
unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 2012 to a term of imprisonment of 42 years with 35 years
parole ineligibility. Mr. Williams will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

14. McCrimmon, Rasool: Convicted of murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful
possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2007. Convicted of aggravated manslaughter, convicted in 2010. Mr.
McCrimmon was sentenced to an aggregate term of imprisonment of 50 years with 42.5 years of parole
ineligibility. He will be released from prison and begin a five-year period of parole supervision.

15. Alexander, Shadee: Convicted of conspiracy, robbery, receiving stolen property, possession of a weapon for an
unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 2009 to a term of imprisonment of 30
years with 25.5 years parole ineligibility. Mr. Alexander will be released from prison and begin a five-year period
of parole supervision.

16. Wallace, Jamie: Convicted of robbery (three counts) and resisting arrest (two counts). Sentenced in 2009 to a
term of imprisonment of life without parole. Mr. Wallace will be released from prison and begin a five-year
period of parole supervision.

17. Bass, Calvin: Convicted of felony murder (two counts), burglary, robbery, aggravated assault, possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 1984 to a term of
incarceration of life with 30 years parole ineligibility. Mr. Bass was released from incarceration in June 2021
onto parole after serving 38 years. He will be released from his parole supervision in June 2026.

18. Williams, Willie: Convicted of murder. Sentenced in 1982 to a term of incarceration of life with 25 years parole
ineligibility. Mr. Williams was released from incarceration in May 2013 onto parole after serving 36 years. He
will be released from his parole supervision immediately.

19. Venable, Damon: Convicted of murder, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful
possession of a weapon. Sentenced in 1987 to a term of incarceration of life with 30 years parole ineligibility.
Mr. Venable was released from incarceration in May 2021 onto parole after serving 34 years. He will be
released from his parole supervision in May 2026.

Today’s announcement took place at Princeton University where, during the 2024-2025 academic year, over 50
students, both graduate and undergraduate, volunteered to participate in the Princeton Clemency Project sponsored
by the School of Public and International Affairs (SPIA). The project, supervised by former New Jersey Public
Defender and current SPIA Faculty Fellow Joe Krakora, helped prepare applications for 32 current and former State
prisoners filing petitions for Executive Clemency under Governor Murphy's initiative. The students interviewed these
applicants and their family members, reviewed extensive case documents, and, ultimately, prepared legal
memoranda advocating for their clemency. The applicants were referred to the Princeton Clemency Project by the
Office of the Public Defender and the ACLU-NJ and were eligible for expedited consideration under the Governor’s
Order. Two of the individuals that the class examined are receiving the extraordinary relief of clemency today.

“I am proud to welcome Governor Murphy, along with State officials and advocates, to the Princeton School of Public
and International Affairs for today’s special clemency announcement event,” Amaney A. Jamal, Ph.D., Dean,
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Princeton School of Public and International Affairs. “Last year, we were honored to welcome Princeton graduate Joe
Krakora, the former Public Defender of New Jersey, as the SPIA in New Jersey faculty fellow. Under Joe's leadership,
we partnered with the ACLU of New Jersey and the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender on the Princeton
Clemency Project, through which more than 50 students spent the 2024-2025 academic year building the strongest
possible arguments for individuals who met the clemency criteria outlined in the Governor’s Executive Order. We are
proud that Princeton SPIA has played a role in this worthy effort and grateful to Joe for his continued leadership in
advancing justice-centered policy work.”

During today’s announcement, Jamal Muhammad, one of the six individuals who received a commutation in April
2025, shared the strides he's taken since being released.

“I want to sincerely thank Governor Murphy and everyone who showed the compassion and courage to bring my
freedom to fruition,” said Jamal Muhammad. “Life in freedom has been full of blessings — I've gotten married, started
teaching, and launched my own business. To me, freedom means having the ability and opportunity to fulfill your
goals and give back to your community. | thank God for this mercy and thank all of you for being part of this
moment.”

Jamal Muhammad was incarcerated for over 28 years following an incident where his co-defendant shot and killed a
victim during a robbery. During his time incarcerated, Muhammad became passionate about ethics and religious
studies. He recently finished writing a book about anti-bullying, Character Education: The Solution to Bullying. He
credits religion with transforming his decision-making and mindset. Muhammad is also a proud and loving father and
is newly married. Despite being incarcerated for nearly all of their lives, he maintains a close relationship with his two
children. He has even co-authored an online book with his son, enabling them to collaboratively write chapters
together and remain connected.

Brenda Thompson, one of the 29 individuals who received a pardon today, spoke about her experiences post-
incarceration, including the work she has done since leaving prison to help those in recovery.

Brenda Thompson was convicted of drug and minor property crimes from 2000-2006. These offenses were
connected to her substance use. Thompson, a certified peer recovery specialist, currently works for the Center for
Family Services. She is passionate about recovery and access to treatment, recognizing that she wouldn’t have her
current life without recovery. Thompson maintains participation in 12-step programming and weekly meetings.

“I am thankful to Governor Phil Murphy and the State of New Jersey for granting me the opportunity and providing the
resources that made my journey toward clemency possible. Your belief in rehabilitation and second chances has
opened a new chapter in my life — one filled with hope, responsibility, and purpose,” said Brenda Thompson. “This
clemency represents more than a pardon — it represents restoration, redemption, and renewed purpose. | am
committed to using this second chance to serve others. | will continue to work diligently in the field of recovery, in all
its aspects — especially Substance Abuse — helping those who are still fighting their battles to find hope, healing, and
freedom.”

For more information on Governor Murphy’s Clemency Initiative or to apply for Executive Clemency, please visit

www.nj.gov/clemency (https://www.nj.gov/clemency/).

Governor Phil Murphy
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HOLMDEL — In honor of Veterans Day, Governor Phil Murphy today announced 11 pardons for New Jersey veterans,
reaffirming his Administration’s commitment to rehabilitation and respect for those who have served our nation.
Today’s pardons come on the heels of yesterday’s historic fourth round of clemency actions that surpassed 200
cumulative grants of clemency in the past 16 months. With today’s pardons, Governor Murphy has exercised his
executive authority to grant clemency to a total of 228 individuals.

"Actions taken during a person’s hardest chapter should not define them — especially for those who have sacrificed
so much in service of our nation,” said Governor Murphy. "Today's pardons are a declaration of who we are: a state
that believes in redemption, responsibility, and opportunity."

"This initiative reflects our values as a state — compassion, justice, and responsibility," said Lt. Governor Tahesha
Way. "By offering clemency to deserving veterans, we're ensuring that those who served our country are given a true
chance to rebuild their lives and continue to contribute to their families and communities."

Today’s announcement marks a new phase of the Governor’s historic clemency initiative, building on its foundation
by recognizing the unique experiences and contributions of veterans and the efforts they have taken to rehabilitate
their lives.

"The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs is dedicated to serving those who have served our
country," said Brigadier General Yvonne L. Mays, The Adjutant General of New Jersey and Commissioner of the New
Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. "Veterans bring enduring values of service and commitment to
communities across New Jersey. Our team is committed to ensuring Garden State Veterans receive the support and
resources they've earned, empowering them to thrive and continue contributing to our state."

In June 2024 (https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/20240619a.shtml), Governor Murphy
signed Executive Order No. 362 (https://www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EQ-362.pdf), establishing the

state’s first-ever Clemency Advisory Board. The Board reviews applications for pardons and commutations and

provides recommendations to the Governor on executive clemency actions. Under the Order, certain categories of
applications receive expedited consideration, including non-violent offenses with long post-conviction periods of
good conduct, victims of domestic violence who committed crimes in their victimization, or sentences reflecting
excessive trial penalties. The process also incorporates robust victim outreach, ensuring that the perspectives of

individuals harmed by crime are heard and addressed as part of a fair, transparent system. A
Back
to top

"On this Veterans Day, we are reminded that many who have served our nation with honor also deserve the chanceto
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rebuild their lives with dignity," said Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, Chair of the New Jersey Clemency Advisory Board. "By
extending clemency to deserving veterans, Governor Murphy has shown compassion that honors their service and
affirms our shared belief in redemption. | thank the Governor for leading with empathy, courage, and moral
conviction."

"As the foremost second chance state in the nation, it is heartening and uplifting to see Governor Murphy grant
clemency to deserving veterans," said Ed Neafsey, United States Army Veteran and Clemency Advisory Board
Member. "As a proud Army veteran, | applaud the Governor’s sense of fairness, justice, and compassion in taking this
action. It represents a restorative step forward for each veteran and for society as a whole."

Among those pardoned today is Daniel Ruiz, a current member of the Army National Guard. Ruiz has one conviction
from 2004, when he was a juvenile, involving charges for assault and drug-related offenses. He has since received an
expungement from Hudson County, in which he serves as a member of the Bayonne Fire Department.

Daniel Ruiz has been a member of the National Guard for over 18 years and has a very distinguished military service,
including having served our nation in Iraq. He graduated from Officer Candidate School in August 2024. With today’s
pardon, Ruiz will now have the opportunity for advancement in the Army National Guard to continue to support his
wife and children.

"l am deeply grateful to Governor Murphy and the New Jersey Clemency Advisory Board for their commitment to
second chances, which has made a life-altering impact on my life and on countless others," said Daniel Ruiz. "This
pardon allows me to continue serving our nation and state as a member of the National Guard — the honor of my
lifetime. | could not have come this far without the unwavering support of my wife, family, friends, and colleagues,
who took the time to vouch for me and my character. | am proud to have such remarkable New Jerseyans by my
side."

Below is a full list of veterans receiving pardons today:

1. Tyrone Asia (U.S. Army): unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2012

2. David Kelley (U.S Marines Corps): possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 2005

3. Luis Rivera (U.S. Marines Reserves): possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2007; local ordinance violations, sentenced
in 2003; loitering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2015; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2015

4. Michael Griffin (U.S. Army): larceny, sentenced in 1992; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance
within a school zone, sentenced in 1997; contempt of order, sentenced in 1997

5. Nelis Hansen (U.S. Army): unlawful possession of a weapon and possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, sentenced in 1983

6. Daniel Ruiz (U.S. Army National Guard): Simple assault, aggravated assault (2 counts), possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, possession of a controlled dangerous substance < 50g, Resisting arrest,
Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, Distribution of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2005

7. Howard Jones, Jr. (U.S. Army): distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993; piracy,
sentenced in 2003; theft, sentenced in 2003; violation of probation, sentenced in 2004; violation of probation,
sentenced in 2005
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8. Dante Monk (U.S. Army): failure to turn over a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2002; terroristic
threats and distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2004
9. Justo Pena (U.S. Marine Corps): possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1982;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1986; unauthorized use of vehicle, sentenced in
1987; larceny, sentenced in 1990; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance with intent to use and under influence of a controlled
dangerous substance without a prescription, sentenced in 1993
10. Dwayne “Hassan” Jones (U.S. Navy): conspiracy (two counts) and distribution of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1991; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance within school zone, sentenced in 1991
11. James Mangold (U.S. Army National Guard): arson, sentenced in 2003

"We commend Governor Phil Murphy for extending pardons to deserving veterans, as part of New Jersey’s ongoing
clemency initiative,' said David Pearson, Veteran Director, Catholic Charities. "This action reflects our state’s deep
commitment to fairness, redemption, and second chances. We are proud that New Jersey continues to lead with
compassion and believes in the power of renewal and service."

"The New Jersey Veterans Network supports Governor Murphy's pardons of New Jersey veterans who have already
served their time and are active members of their communities," said Michael D Boll, President, New Jersey Veterans
Network. "We believe these individuals continue to contribute positively to our state and embody the values of
service and resilience."

"l am thrilled to learn about Governor Murphy’s grants of clemency to veterans today," said Selina S. Kanowitz,
National Vice Commander, Department of New Jersey Jewish War Veterans. "lt's wonderful to know that those who
are receiving pardons will have a second chance to improve their lives and their futures which is of great value both
to the individual, their family, and the community where they may reside and work. Thank you Governor Murphy."

"The Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of New Jersey is incredibly grateful to Governor Murphy for his act of
compassion to our veteran community on this Veterans Day," said Yvonne Zirrith, State Commander, Department of
New Jersey Veterans of Foreign Wars. "This meaningful gesture and his decision to pardon these veterans honors
the service of all who have worn the uniform in defense of our freedom."

"The Department of New Jersey Veterans of Foreign Wars supports the Governor’s recognition of the sacrifices made
by our veterans, his understanding of the challenges that follow those sacrifices, and his commitment to granting
pardons that provide a true second chance and a fresh first impression. Thank you for honoring our veterans," said
Luddie H. Austin, Past State Commander, Department of New Jersey Veterans of Foreign Wars.

"We proudly recognize Governor Phil Murphy for his compassion and leadership in extending clemency to New
Jersey's Veterans through his statewide Clemency Initiative. His focus on second chances and compassionate care
reflects a steadfast commitment to restoring dignity and opportunity for those who have sacrificed in service to our
nation," said Sharon McGreevey, Director of Veterans Services, New Jersey Reentry Corporation. "The New Jersey
Reentry Corporation Veteran Services stands with the Governor in this mission of justice, renewal, and hope —
ensuring that those who once fought for our freedom are given the opportunity to rebuild their lives with purpose and
pride. The long shadows of deployment and service must be met with understanding, compassion, and action. Every
Veteran deserves renewed purpose, honor, and the deep respect owed for their sacrifices."

To learn more about the Governor’s clemency initiative, visit www.nj.gov/clemency (https:/www.nj.gov/clemency/).
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ELIZABETH - Governor Phil Murphy today announced his sixth round of clemency actions as part of his
Administration’s ongoing effort to expand meaningful second chances for individuals involved in the justice system.
In this latest round, his third of the month, the Governor exercised his executive authority to grant 19 commutations
and 36 pardons, bringing the cumulative total to 283 grants of clemency since the launch of this historic initiative,
further cementing New Jersey’s standing as The State for Second Chances.

“Each grant of clemency represents a renewed opportunity for someone who has demonstrated accountability,
growth, and a sincere commitment to rebuilding their life,” said Governor Murphy. “As we approach the holiday
season, | am grateful to play a small part in reuniting families and providing a second chance to each of these

individuals.”

“Our Administration’s clemency initiative remains a powerful testament to what it means to lead with empathy and
courage,” said Lt. Governor Tahesha Way. “More than 280 families have now experienced the impact of this work
firsthand. | am incredibly proud of this initiative and the opportunities it brings to residents across our state who are
ready to begin their next chapter.”

New Jersey'’s Constitution gives the Governor broad discretion and the sole authority to issue pardons and
commutations to individuals for State criminal convictions.

In June 2024 (https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/20240619a.shtml), Governor Murphy

signed Executive Order No. 362 (https:/www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EQ-362.pdf), establishing the
state’s first-ever Clemency Advisory Board. The Board, chaired by Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, convenes regularly to
conduct an extensive review of applications for pardons and commutations and provide recommendations to the
Governor for executive clemency actions. Under Executive Order No. 362, certain categories of applications receive
expedited consideration, including non-violent offenses with long post-conviction periods of good conduct, victims of
domestic violence who committed crimes in their victimization, or sentences reflecting excessive trial penalties. The
process also ensures voices of victims, their families, and the community are included and that applicants are
evaluated on the full context of their lives and rehabilitation.

Since the Governor's Executive Order, more than 4,000 applications for clemency have been reviewed. The Governor
plans to announce additional grants of clemency before the end of his term.
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“As families across New Jersey prepare to gather in gratitude this Thanksgiving, Governor Murphy has offered many
more individuals something truly life-changing to be thankful for: the chance to begin again. By granting over 50
additional pardons and commutations, the Governor reminds us that mercy is not seasonal — it is a year-round
commitment to recognizing human dignity and the possibility of renewal,” said Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, Chair of
the New Jersey Clemency Advisory Board. “This holiday invites us to reflect on grace, generosity, and the bonds that
hold our communities together.

“Today’s clemency actions do exactly that. They allow individuals to return to their loved ones, neighbors to regain
trust, and New Jerseyans to rebuild their futures with hope rather than despair,” continued Bishop Rodriguez. “In a
season defined by gratitude, these restored lives reflect the values we cherish most: compassion, fairness, and the
belief that no one is beyond redemption. | applaud Governor Murphy for continuing to lift up those who have worked
hard to transform their lives. His leadership affirms that justice guided by mercy strengthens not only individuals, but
the entire fabric of our state.”

The following individuals were granted a pardon today:

1. Acevedo, Moises: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone,
sentenced in 2006
2. Allen, Martel: two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1992; two counts
of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1992; violation of probation, sentenced in
1995
3. Amador, Lenny: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone,
sentenced in 2006; two counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within
a school zone, sentenced in 2010
4. Bolling, Shindon: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994; wandering to obtain a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2003; loitering to solicit prostitution, sentenced in 2002; two
counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2003
5. Covington, Jonathan: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, distribution of a controlled dangerous
substance, and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone,
sentenced in 1991; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, two counts of possession with intent to
distribute a controlled dangerous substance, two counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1995
6. Dent, Timothy: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994 (amended 1995)
(amended 1998); possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced 1998
7. Evans, Ida: possession with intent to distribute, endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 1999;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999
8. Fortson, Jr., Walter: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school
zone and committing a controlled dangerous substance offense while in possession of a weapon, sentenced
in 2008
9. Galvis, Alex: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and firearms regulation
violation, sentenced in 2012
10. Geofroy, Amir: theft and possession with intent to distribute within a school zone, sentenced in 2002
11. Gora, Daniel: receiving stolen property, resisting arrest, and exhibiting false identification, sentenced in 2002;
two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006
12. Grout, Richard: possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1977
13. Hunter, Myron: two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone, sentenced in
1998; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2005
14. Johnson, Sabrina: endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 2000
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15.

16.

17.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.
34.

35.

36.

Mazraani, Ralph: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and distribution near public housing,
sentenced in 2005

McKnight, Jasmine: possession with intent to distribute, sentenced in 2011; violation of probation, sentenced
in 2013

Morales, Carlos Hilario: possession with intent to distribute, sentenced 1992

Nelson, Antoine: unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1997; possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998; violation of probation, sentenced in 2000; possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2000; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2001; ordinance violation, sentenced in 2004,
ordinance violation, sentenced in 2006; tampering with records, sentenced in 2010; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2010

Nelson, Michael: attempted distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and attempted distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of public housing, sentenced in 2008

Newkirk, William: two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and conspiracy to distribute
a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1989

Nuradeen, Khayree: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988; two counts of
distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1992

Oaklander, Stephen: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2009

Primo, Michael Sean: arson, sentenced in 1997

Ramos, Melissa: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and conspiracy to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 2001

Raynes, Michael: failure to turn over a controlled dangerous substance to law enforcement, 2004

Redfern, Ularc: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997; criminal mischief,
sentenced in 1999

Rollins, Tamika: endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 2011

Sanchez, Mario: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991
Simons, Suzanne: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2004
Simpson, Troy: unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2015

Smith, David: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1979
Steagall, Kimberly: simple assault, theft, and contempt of court, sentenced in 1985; prostitution, sentenced in
1985; failure to turn over a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1996; wandering to obtain a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1998; violation of probation, sentenced in 1998; prostitution, sentenced in 1998; possession of narcotics
paraphernalia, sentenced in 1999; ordinance violations, sentenced in 1999

Streeter, David: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995
Totora-Cardinali, Lauren: possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute
a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, and conspiracy to commit health care fraud,
sentenced in 2011

Troia, Maria: possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced 2008

Ward Ill, John: distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and distribution of a controlled dangerous
substance near public housing, sentenced in 2000

The following individuals were granted commutations of their prison sentences today:

1.

2.

3.

Alford, Lamar: felony murder, murder, conspiracy, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose,
unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2007
Bacon-Vaughters, Kenneth: felony murder, robbery, conspiracy to commit robbery, aggravated assault, and
unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2011

Dudley, Anthony Carnell: conspiracy to commit robbery, robbery, possession of a weapon for unlawful purpose,
and unlawful possession of a weapon; conspiracy to commit robbery, robbery, burglary, possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2002
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4. Fitch, Lashawn: murder, conspiracy to commit robbery, robbery, and possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, sentenced in 2014
5. Fletcher, Tieheen: murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a
weapon, sentenced in 1998
6. Florence, John: felony murder, aggravated assault, reckless manslaughter, conspiracy, four counts of robbery,
two counts of receiving stolen property, two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and
two counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1994
7. Jackmon, Morris: felony murder, murder, attempted murder, robbery, two counts of aggravated assault,
possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1994
8. Johnson, Derrick: conspiracy to commit robbery, five counts of robbery, two counts of burglary, five counts of
criminal restraint, five counts of aggravated assault, three counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, three counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon,
sentenced in 2008
9. Johnson, Shawn: attempted murder and murder, sentenced in 2008
10. Jones, Malika: aggravated manslaughter and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in
2024
11. Miller, Adrian: robbery, aggravated assault, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful
possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2008
12. Murphy, Tysheim: two counts of robbery, conspiracy, aggravated assault, terroristic threats, criminal restraint,
possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to
possess a weapon, sentenced in 2010
13. Prather, Franklin: felony murder, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful
possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2009
14. Saunders, Omar: murder, terroristic threats, hindering, tampering, possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2004
15. Vaughn, Jibreel: felony murder, robbery, and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in
1999
16. Williams, Jermaine: felony murder, conspiracy, robbery, reckless manslaughter, possession of a weapon
unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2002
17. Wise, Jeffrey: three counts of robbery, two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, two
counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, and two counts of certain persons not to possess a weapon,
sentenced in 2002

The following individuals were granted commutations of their parole sentences today:

1. Morris, Julius: murder and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 1977
2. Owen, Russell: murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a
weapon, sentenced in 1991

Today’s announcement took place at the Santa Isabela Lutheran Church in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

“Thanks to Governor Murphy’s historic clemency initiative, many families will be reunited with their loved ones this
Thanksgiving,” said Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage. “| commend the Governor for his compassionate commitment
to criminal justice reform and am grateful that Elizabeth could play a small role in today's important announcement.
This moment underscores the power of second chances and the positive impact they have on our communities.”

“I'm deeply grateful that our church was chosen to hold this moment of mercy and new beginnings,” said Reverend
Ramoén Collazo, Pastor, Santa Isabel Lutheran Church. “Offering a home for a clemency announcement affirms our
calling to embody the grace we preach. We need to use the opportunities God gives us to let people know the
importance of loving one another and the pure and unconditional love of God for all of us.”
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Antoine Nelson, one of the 36 individuals who received a pardon today, spoke about his experiences post-
incarceration, including the work he has done in violence prevention, youth development, and helping young people
avoid the mistakes he once made.

Antoine Nelson was convicted of drug and weapon charges from 1997-2007 and has maintained a clean record since
2010. Nelson founded the nonprofit Sons of Someone in 2014, and has mentored hundreds of young men across
New Jersey and Philadelphia - facilitating social-emotional learning programs, providing reentry guidance, and
mentoring high-risk youth through weekly one-on-one sessions focused on accountability and personal growth. He
also leads an annual HBCU college tour for 35-40 students, exposing them to higher education and new possibilities
beyond their neighborhoods. Nelson received a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice from Rutgers University in
2011. He resides in Camden County and is the proud father of six, two of which are college graduates.

“I want to thank Governor Murphy and the Clemency Advisory Board for granting me a pardon today. During my time
in prison as a young man, | realized that if | ever got a second chance, | would spend my life building what | once
helped destroy. Since then, my journey has been centered on accountability, purpose, and community impact,” said
Antoine Nelson. “I stand here with humility, gratitude, and proof of transformation - in myself, and in the young men
whose lives I'm helping redirect every single day. This pardon will not change who | am; rather, it will expand on and
continue the work that | am doing in my community, providing me access to funding, partnerships, and opportunities
that will allow me to employ returning citizens, reach more young people, and scale the programs that are already
working.”

For more information on Governor Murphy’s Clemency Initiative or to apply for Executive Clemency, please visit

www.nj.gov/clemency (https://www.nj.gov/clemency/).
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OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Surpasses 300 Grants of
Clemency In Seventh Round of Historic
Initiative

TRENTON - On the one year anniversary of his first grants of clemency, Governor Phil Murphy today announced the
seventh round of clemency actions as a part of his Administration’s historic effort to provide second chances and
legal relief to New Jerseyans involved in the justice system. In this milestone round, the Governor exercised his
executive authority to grant seven commutations from parole supervision, two commutations from incarceration, and
15 pardons, bringing the total number of clemency actions to a historic 307 since the initiative’s launch in June 2024.

Under the New Jersey Constitution, the Governor is given broad discretion and the sole authority to issue pardons
and commutations to individuals for State criminal convictions.

“As we reach this milestone in our clemency initiative, | reflect on the meaningful steps we have taken over the past
year to provide second chances to over 300 deserving individuals,” said Governor Murphy. “Granting clemency is a
task that should not be taken lightly, and | am incredibly grateful to my exceptional partners on the Clemency
Advisory Board and in my office who have worked tirelessly toward our shared obligations of public safety and
justice.”

In June 2024 (https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/20240619a.shtml), Governor Murphy
signed

Executive Order No. 362
(https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20241216/62/34/eb/61/de22d48e34256866c3ec3042/E0Q-362.pdf)

, establishing the state’s first-ever Clemency Advisory Board to provide recommendations on individual applications
for pardons and commutations. The Order also identified specific categories of applications eligible for expedited
review, including non-violent offenders who have remained free from involvement in the justice system for a
substantial period of time, individuals serving sentences that reflect excessive trial penalties, and victims of
domestic or sexual violence or sex trafficking.

Each individual granted clemency today underwent a comprehensive review process that included a thorough
assessment of their criminal history, conduct while incarcerated, evidence of rehabilitation, and reentry readiness.
The Clemency Advisory Board also took into account victim feedback, ensuring that efforts were made to contact
victims, solicit their input, and connect them with support services if desired.

S
Back

The Governor's Office has received more than 4,500 applications for clemency, with most submitted after the o100

Governor's June 2024 Executive Order. The Governor will consider additional grants of clemency before the en
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“As Christmas approaches, we enter a season associated with hope, peace, joy, and love—values that call us to
compassion, humility, and the belief that every life has value. This season reminds us that society is strongest when
it chooses mercy over fear and restoration over permanent punishment. The story at the heart of Christmas reflects
enduring truths about injustice: of one born into modest circumstances, drawn into systems of power and politics,
subjected to legal proceedings, declared not guilty, yet denied mercy because doing what was right carried risk. That
legacy continues to challenge whether our institutions serve justice or merely preserve convenience,” said Bishop
Joshua Rodriguez, Chair, New Jersey Clemency Advisory Board. “In this seventh round of clemency, with nearly two
dozen pardons and commutations expected, Governor Murphy affirms that accountability and mercy can coexist.
These actions recognize transformation, restore families, strengthen communities, and reaffirm our shared
commitment to fairness and human dignity. In a season defined by giving, these clemency grants reflect moral
leadership. | commend Governor Murphy for choosing courage, compassion, and the restoration of hope.”

The individuals included in this round have demonstrated sustained rehabilitation, long-term stability, and a proven
ability to live responsibly within and meaningfully contribute to their communities. A pardon does not erase the facts
underlying a conviction, but formally forgives the offense and relieves the recipient of certain collateral
consequences. All pardon recipients have remained free from criminal justice system involvement for more than 10
years. A commutation, by contrast, does not forgive the conduct but reduces the sentence currently being served.

The following individuals were granted a pardon today:

1. Beasley, Samad: Robbery, sentenced in 1987; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance in a school
zone, sentenced in 1990; failure to dispose a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993; criminal
restraint, sentenced in 1994; making a false report (two counts) and resisting arrest, sentenced in 1996;
distribution of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone (two counts), sentenced in 1996;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance (two counts), sentenced in 1999; conspiracy (to possess a
controlled dangerous substance), sentenced in 2004

2. Chiatti, Reginald: Robbery, sentenced in 2002

. Cill, Lincoln: Robbery, sentenced in 1991; theft by deception, sentenced in 1998

4. Deloatch-Alexander, Nichella: Shoplifting, sentenced in 1998; Shoplifting, sentenced in 2000; Shoplifting,
sentenced in 2001 and resentenced 2004; Receiving stolen property, and Hindering, sentenced in 2002;
Shoplifting, sentenced in 2002; robbery, sentenced in 2003; Theft, sentenced in 2003

5. Hammary, Darryl: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1992;
possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within a school zone (two counts), sentenced in 1992; local ordinance violation,
sentenced in 2001; conspiracy and theft, sentenced in 2004; attempt and theft, sentenced in 2004; conspiracy,
theft, possession of a controlled dangerous substance, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in
2004; retaliation against a witness, sentenced in 2004

6. Harris, Latoyia: Attempted theft by deception, sentenced in 2002; violation of probation, sentenced in 2005;
two counts of theft by deception, sentenced in 2005

7. Holden, Tyesha: Endangering the welfare of a child, sentenced in 2009; violation of probation, sentenced in
2013

8. Iwanga, Robert: Conspiracy to commit robbery, sentenced in 2000

9. Jackson, Anthony: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997

10. Leak, Brandan: unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1995

11. Mayo, Derek: Larceny, sentenced in 1982

12. McDaniel, Vincent: Conspiracy and two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced

in 2005

w
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13. Neville, Lindsey: Robbery, sentenced in 2004
14. Pollack, Rory: Ordinance violations, sentenced in 2009; identity theft, sentenced in 2012; possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2012
15. Scian, lll, Michael: Criminal mischief and harassment, sentenced in 2001; distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet
of a public place, sentenced in 2005; disorderly conduct, sentenced in 2010

The following individuals were granted commutations of their parole supervision today:

1. Bandele, Zuberi: Murder, armed while committing murder, and assault/battery, sentenced in 1979

2. Dollard, Thomas: Murder, sentenced in 1991

3. Henshaw, Antonne: Murder, possession of a weapon for unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a weapon,
hindering, sentenced in 1989

4. Kadonsky, Steven: Leader of narcotics ring, Conspiracy, Possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994; conspiracy to
possess a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1994; Conspiracy to possess a controlled dangerous
substance (five counts), Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance (five counts),
Hindering prosecution (two counts), sentenced in 1995

5. Komunyaka, Bayete: Murder, aggravated assault, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful
possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1994

6. Lee, Wali: Fraud, sentenced in 1983; robbery, criminal restraint, sentenced in 1985; murder, robbery, unlawful
possession of a weapon, and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 1986

7. McKinnon, Jason: Leader of Narcotics Trafficking Network, Racketeering, Conspiracy to Manufacture a
Controlled Dangerous Substance, Possession with Intent to Distribute Controlled Dangerous Substance (two
counts), Committing Drug Offense with Weapon, Certain Persons Not to Have Weapon , sentenced in 2009

The following individuals were granted commutations of their prison sentences today:

1. Page, David: Robbery (two counts), possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a
weapon, and certain person not to have a weapon, sentenced in 2007

2. Scott, James: Robbery (nine counts), aggravated assault (three counts), unlawful possession of a weapon
(three counts), illegal possession of ammunition, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose (four
counts), theft by unlawful taking (two counts), receiving stolen property, certain persons not to possess a
weapon, sentenced in 2006

JoEllyn Jones, a member of the Clemency Advisory Board, lost her 19-year-old brother, RJ, to gun violence in 1999.
The individual convicted of his murder, Ryan Young, was sentenced to 20 years in prison and later received a reduced
sentence of 17 years and six months. Following his release, Jones would see Young around her community, a
reminder of the brother she had lost too soon at his hands. One day, Jones approached Young prepared to confront
him, instead - to her surprise — she introduced herself and asked to work with Young - realizing that hurting him
would not make her feel any better. Today, the two talk on a regular basis — Young has even been to Jones’s house
for dinner — and work together in their community.

“It has been a true honor to serve alongside my fellow board members over the past year and a half. Each of us
brings a different lived experience to this work, and those perspectives matter deeply when reviewing applications
that carry so much weight,” said JoEllyn Jones, Member, New Jersey Clemency Advisory Board. “When | read each
clemency application, | think not only about the individual seeking relief, but also about the direct and indirect victims
who were harmed.”

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20251217a.shtml 3/7



12/17/25, 2:58 PM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Surpasses 300 Grants of Clemency In Seventh Round of Historic Initiative

“My own journey has taught me how complex justice can be,” said Jones. “It continues to guide how | approach this
work with empathy, with balance, and with hope.”

Governor Murphy signed two grants of clemency during today’s announcement — a pardon for Vincent McDaniel and
a commutation for Steven Kadonsky.

Vincent McDaniel, one of the 15 individuals who received a pardon today, spoke about his journey toward redemption
while incarcerated and the work he has accomplished since being released from prison.

Vincent McDaniel plead guilty to manufacturing and distributing controlled dangerous substance (CDS) charges and
entered into a plea agreement. He served over three years in prison and was on parole for nearly a year after. While
incarcerated, McDaniel took meaningful strides to turn his life around. He completed eight sessions of the "Cage
Your Rage" anger management program and facilitated anger management and GED tutoring for fellow incarcerated
persons. He also completed the Crossroads Addiction Program and earned a certificate in Re-evaluation Counseling
at Riverfront State Prison. In the years since his release, McDaniel has contributed to his community and created a
lasting positive change in society. He became the Co-chair of the Atlantic County Gun Reduction Initiative, has been
an active member of the Atlantic County Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) since 2012, was
instrumental in the passage of Atlantic City Ordinance No. 83 ("Ban the Box") in 2011 and Ordinance No. 32 (housing
reform for returning citizens) in 2017, and has organize annual HBCU college tours for Atlantic City youth since 2011,
among other notable achievements. McDaniel is currently employed by the City of Atlantic City, serving as Assistant
Director of the One Neighborhood Evolution Anti-Violence Program.

“This pardon is not just a personal milestone; it lifts the invisible handcuffs that remain long after completing a
sentence. It allows me to fully engage in our schools, the local juvenile detention center, and the Atlantic County adult
facilities, expanding my ability to serve others,” said Vincent McDaniel. “I stand here today fully aware of the harm |
caused my community, but more energized by the removal of these invisible handcuffs and the possibilities ahead—
hoping that my good works, Insha’Allah, can outweigh my past mistakes.”

Steven Kadonsky, one of the seven individuals who a commutation from parole supervision, was represented by his
family at today’s announcement. Kadonsky spent 26 years in prison and — until today — has been serving a lifetime
parole sentence for several charges, including conspiracy, possession of a CDS, and intent to distribute a CDS. The
CDS he was charged for was marijuana, which has been legal in New Jersey since 2021. Following his release,
Kadonsky founded Kids Against Covid-19 (KAC-19), a charity that provided food, blankets, and clothing to children in
distress due to the pandemic. Today, the charity is known as KIDZ 2 the Rescue and continues to help children in
distress.

Ronald McGraw, one of the 38 individuals who received a commutation in November 2025, shared his story of
reformation while incarcerated during today’s announcement. McGraw served 23 years in prison following a
conviction of conspiracy, murder, and unlawful weapon possession charges in 2006, though he was not the shooter
in the case. While incarcerated, McGraw began to attend a Protestant church and quickly dedicated his life and
purpose to religion, becoming a part of a prison church committee where he took an interest in counseling young
people, eventually rising to be a Deacon in the church. He organized banquets, taught bible study classes, and wrote
sermons. In January 2025, he began taking college classes through the

NJ-STEP program (https:/njstep.newark.rutgers.edu/). He maintained a job in food services while incarcerated and

worked in the prison commissary at the time of his release in November 2025. Since his release, McGraw has
secured stable employment and regularly preaches at his local church. He currently resides in Freehold, NJ.
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“During my incarceration, | made a conscious decision not to be defined by my mistakes. | immediately began my
journey toward redemption and gave my life to the Lord. Today, as a free man, | am blessed to be starting my first job
this Friday,” said Ronald McGraw. “There are many men and women who are just as committed to the path of
redemption—men and women who continue to pray and wait for deliverance. | humbly ask that the work of the
Clemency Advisory Board continue, because it provides hope to those who feel hopeless. As the Word of God
reminds us, hope springs eternal.”

For more information on Governor Murphy’s Clemency Initiative or to apply for Executive Clemency, please visit

www.nj.gov/clemency (https://www.nj.gov/clemency/).
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OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Governor Murphy Announces 148 Clemency Actions in
Eighth and Final Round of Historic Initiative

Posted on-01/20/2026

Initiative Surpasses Milestone of Over 450 Total Grants of Clemency — More Than Every Other New Jersey Administration in the Past 30 Years
Combined

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today announced the final round of clemency actions of his Administration, granting 51 commutations and 97
pardons and bringing the total number of clemency actions during his tenure to 455. The announcement marks the conclusion of a historic effort to
extend meaningful second chances and advance criminal justice reform in New Jersey.

“Today, as | announce what will be among my final acts in office, | am reminded that our clemency initiative was never about numbers — it was about
people,” said Governor Murphy. “Each pardon and commutation represents a story of accountability, growth, and redemption. From the outset, we have
been guided by a fundamental belief that mercy and fairness are essential to a system that truly serves everyone. By offering second chances to
individuals who have demonstrated rehabilitation and a commitment to their communities, we have strengthened not only individual lives, but our entire
state. Granting clemency has been one of the greatest honors of my time as Governor and a powerful reminder that compassion, paired with
accountability, helps build a stronger and more just state for all.”

In June 2024 (https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/20240619a.shtml), Governor Murphy signed

Executive Order No. 362 (https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/E0-362.pdf), establishing New Jersey'’s first-ever Clemency Advisory Board.
Originally chaired by Justin Dews and later by Bishop Joshua Rodriguez, the Board met regularly to conduct comprehensive reviews of clemency
applications and to provide recommendations to the Governor. Under the Executive Order, certain categories of applications received expedited
consideration, including non-violent offenses with lengthy post-conviction records of good conduct, individuals who are survivors of domestic violence
and committed offenses connected to their victimization, and cases involving excessive trial penalties, among others. The process also ensured that
the voices of victims, their families, and the broader community were heard, and that applicants were evaluated based on the full context of their lives
and demonstrated rehabilitation.

Since the issuance of Executive Order No. 362, more than 4,500 clemency applications have been reviewed.

The following individuals were granted pardons by Governor Murphy:

-

. Abreu, Roberto: Receiving stolen property, sentenced in 1999; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a
school zone, two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, and contempt of judicial order, sentenced in 2002.

Allah, Talif: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1993; possession with
intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 1997;
distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, employment of a juvenile in a distribution scheme, conspiracy, and possession with intent to
distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1998; possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 2001.
Anthony, Troy: Simple assault, sentenced in 1985; robbery, sentenced in 1986.

. August, Michael: Two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1980; harassment, sentenced in 1982; simple
assault and possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 1983; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2005; wandering,
sentenced in 2005; possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 2008.

Barrier, Eric: Eluding and aggravated assault, sentenced in 2019.

Bartley, Steffie: Shoplifting, two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, simple assault, and unauthorized use of a vehicle,
sentenced in 1982; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, simple assault, and assault, sentenced in 1983; possession of a weapon,
sentenced in 1985; receiving stolen property, possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1986; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988; aggravated assault, robbery, possession of a controlled dangerous substance, two counts of assault,
and possession of stolen property, sentenced in 1999.

Beckett, Jeffrey: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1989.

Bethea, Sr., Adrian: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995.

Bogner Il, George: Robbery and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2014.

Booth, Shaunta: Theft, sentenced in 2001.

Brown, Tracy: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988; two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1988; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1990.
12. Bynes, Jr., Kevin: Robbery, sentenced in 1996.

13. Camarco, Jr., Philip: Two counts of obstructing justice, sentenced in 1985. ga‘f);
14. Carey, James: Official misconduct and commercial bribery, sentenced in 2002.
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. Ciccantelli, Anthony: Two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 1968,

receiving stolen property and altering VIN numbers, sentenced in 1969; two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 1976; simple assault and terroristic threats, sentenced in 1976; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance, burglary, and bookmaking, sentenced in 1979; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1988.

. Cipolla, Frank: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2009; distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced

in 2009.

Clark, Alquaadir: Conspiracy and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995.

Coutinho, Al: Theft and falsifying records, sentenced in 2013.

Daddario, Michael: Wandering, sentenced in 2001; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and two counts of
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2003.

. Danford, Ebony: Conspiracy and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999.
. DePace, Joseph: Arson, sentenced in 1983; ordinance violations, sentenced in 2003; receiving stolen property, sentenced in 2007.

Doan, Bao: Attempt, burglary, and theft, sentenced in 1999.

. Dominguez, Julio: Two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2011.

Doughten, lll, Robert: Possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 2014; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 2017.

. Drumright, Kumani: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2007.

Duncan, Precious: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2019.

Duncan, Toriano: Burglary and attempted theft, sentenced in 1997; robbery and terroristic threats, sentenced in 1997.

Durant, Hakim: Conspiracy, distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, and distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within a
school zone, sentenced in 1990; distribution a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1995.

Estes, Ariel: Local ordinance violation, sentenced in 2006; shoplifting, sentenced in 2007; theft, sentenced in 2008; local ordinance violation,
sentenced in 2008; local ordinance violation, sentenced in 2008; shoplifting, sentenced in 2009; shoplifting, sentenced in 2009; local ordinance
violation, sentenced in 2016.

. Fernandez, Aday: Conspiracy to commit possession of a controlled dangerous substance and operation of a production facility, sentenced in

20176.

. Fernandez, Diana: Ordinance violations, sentenced in 2003; simple assault, sentenced in 2004; receiving stolen property, sentenced in 2007.

Fish, Domanic: Robbery, sentenced in 1989; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993; shoplifting, sentenced in 1994;
conspiracy and simple assault, sentenced in 1995.

Floyd, Demonne: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995; conspiracy, sentenced in 2015.
Fooks, Alma: Aggravated manslaughter, sentenced in 1994.

Garcia, Elvin: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1995; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2001; possession with intent to
distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2008.

Garcia, Jimmy: Attempt, criminal mischief, and burglary, sentenced in 1997; criminal trespass, sentenced in 2005; disorderly conduct, sentenced
in 2006; robbery, sentenced in 2007.

Gerald, Shane: Aggravated manslaughter, sentenced in 1992.

Glick, Moshe: Aggravated assault, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, charged in 2024.

. Gonzalez, Michael: Simple assault and terroristic threats, sentenced in 1996; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous

substance, sentenced in 1997.

. Hatfield, Tywhid: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within 500 feet of public property and resisting arrest,

sentenced in 2002.

. Henley, Jr., Mark: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2012; unlawful taking by means of

conveyance, sentenced in 2015.

. Hill, Brian: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1987; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous

substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1996; contempt, sentenced in 2005.

Hoffman, John: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1987.

Holloway, Bismallah: Conspiracy, sentenced in 1989; possession, sentenced in 1992; two counts of possession of a controlled dangerous
substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1994; perjury, sentenced
in 1994; simple assault, sentenced in 1994; attempt and conspiracy to commit theft, sentenced in 2002.

Jacobs, Harris: Leaving the scene of a fatal accident, charged in 2022.

Jasper, Michael: Conspiracy to commit robbery, sentenced in 2015.

Jetter, Brian: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance and conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1989.

. Jones, Salahudyin: Bribery, sentenced in 2017.

Khan, Harris: Conspiracy and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2017.

. Khan, Micah: Theft of services, sentenced in 2001; receiving stolen property, sentenced in 2002; ordinance violations, sentenced in 2001; simple

assault, sentenced in 2003; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2005; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2005; and criminal trespass, sentenced in 2005.

. LaFalce, Holly: Driving while under the influence, sentenced in 2019.

Leacock, Jameica: Conspiracy to commit money laundering, sentenced in 2006.

Lopez, Irving: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2016 and resentenced in 2017; two counts of robbery, sentenced in
2017.

Malkowski, lll, Gordon: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1992; possession of paraphernalia,
sentenced in 2010; possession with intent to distribute, a controlled dangerous substance sentenced in 2016.

. Marshall, Edward: Simple assault, sentenced in 1981.

McCain, Barrington: Two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1993; possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2006.

McGowen, Tara: Arson, sentenced in 2006.

Mejia, Hector: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, two counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous
substance, two counts of distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, and conspiracy, sentenced in 1994.

Mercado, Anthony: Robbery, sentenced in 1999.

. Mickiewicz, Randall: Three counts of burglary, theft, unlawful possession of a weapon, unlawful use of a credit card, and resisting arrest,

sentenced in 1987; burglary, theft, and possession, sentenced in 1988.
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. Mitchell, Mark: Robbery, sentenced in 1989; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1996; possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1997.

2. Mitchell, Rahim Hassan: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone and possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1998; possession of a controlled dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a
controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2003; two counts of aggravated assault, sentenced in 2005; distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance within a school zone and possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2009; distribution of a
controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2009.

3. Monroy-Martinez, Manuel: Obstruction of a criminal investigation, sentenced in 2017.

4. Montalvo, Francisco: Criminal restraint, sentenced in 2000; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2003.

5. Moore, Lawrente A.: Failure to turn over a controlled dangerous substance to law enforcement, sentenced in 1995; distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999.

6. Muhammad, Jabriel: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999; robbery, sentenced in 2004.

7. Myers, Jennifer: Official misconduct, sentenced in 2008.

. Navarro, Debra: Larceny, sentenced in 1990; theft, forgery, and credit card theft, sentenced in 1995; credit card theft, sentenced in 2002; theft,

sentenced in 2012.

9. Nelson, Timothy: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1989; two counts of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; possession of a prohibited weapon, sentenced in 1991; shoplifting, sentenced in 1994;
distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995; shoplifting, sentenced in 1998; distribution of a controlled dangerous
substance within 500 feet of public housing, sentenced in 2003.

0. Nunez, Harry: Shoplifting, sentenced in 1999; resisting arrest, sentenced in 2005.

. Nurid-Din, Bashir: Three counts of possession of a controlled dangerous substance, three counts of conspiracy to distribute, four counts of
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, and four counts of possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 2008.

2. Orozco-Trivino, Nelson: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1987; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1993; possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and conspiracy, sentenced in
1993.

3. Ortiz, Carmelo: Two counts of robbery, felony murder, aggravated assault, receiving stolen property, possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, and two counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1987.

4. Ortiz, Edwin: Two counts of robbery, murder, aggravated assault, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a

weapon, sentenced in 1987.

. Osorio, John: Possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance and four counts of distribution a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 1990.

6. Paiz, Erwin: Wrongful impersonation, sentenced in 1998.

7. Pariona-Mendoza, Walter: Two counts of shoplifting, sentenced in 2003; shoplifting, sentenced in 2004.

8. Poppe, Harry: Conspiracy to commit arson, arson, and two counts of theft by unlawful taking, sentenced in 1996.

9. Pukri, Mikel: Disorderly conduct, sentenced in 2018.

. Quintana-Morales, Meliza: Shoplifting, sentenced in 1994; obstruction, sentenced in 1998; unlawful possession of a weapon and possession of
paraphernalia, sentenced in 2001; terroristic threats, sentenced in 2006.

. Ramos, Ivanilda: Endangering the welfare of a child and failure to properly store a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2007.

2. Rivera, Wilson: Conspiracy and money laundering, sentenced in 2008.

. Robinson, Harold: Endangering the welfare of a child and possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1995.

4. Saphow, Jacob: Theft, sentenced in 1995; ordinance violation, sentenced in 1995; possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1995; robbery, sentenced in 1996; possession of a hypodermic needle, sentenced in 1999; possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
sentenced in 2001.

5. Sapp, Michael: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2019.

. Schloss, Neil: Distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 2018.

7. Shander, Kenneth: Forgery and conspiracy, sentenced in 1989; possession of a controlled dangerous substance and distribution of a controlled

dangerous substance, sentenced in 2002.

. Shipman, Philadelphia: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance with intent to distribute, sentenced around 1987; possession with intent
to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; possession of paraphernalia, sentenced in 1995; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1997; conspiracy, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, and possession
with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1997.

9. Sica, Michael: Conspiracy, official misconduct, witness tampering, hindering apprehension, and obstruction, sentenced in 1998.

0. Suarez-Lanos, Niaz: Possession of a prohibited weapon, sentenced in 2005; theft by unlawful taking, sentenced in 2009.

. Thomas, Shantell: Ordinance violations, sentenced in 2002; simple assault, sentenced in 2003; ordinance violations, sentenced in 2007.

2. Thomas-Hunter, B.L.: Unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2016.

3. Totams, Ronald: Two counts of unsworn falsification, sentenced in 1994; insurance fraud, sentenced in 2011.

4. Turner, Gary: Shoplifting, sentenced in 1990; robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and conspiracy, sentenced in 1994;

possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1999.

5. Vasquez, Hector: Unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2009.

. Wohanka, Thomas: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1990; possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance, sentenced in 1991.

7. Woods, Caprice: Theft, sentenced in 1990; shoplifting, sentenced in 1992.
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following individuals were granted commutations of their prison sentences by Governor Murphy:

1. Acevedo, Pablo: Aggravated assault, two counts of robbery, two counts of burglary, theft, conspiracy to commit burglary, and possession of a
weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 2007. Mr. Acevedo will released from prison and deported due to his immigration status.

2. Bacon, Lamar: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1996; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in 1996; possession of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within a school zone, sentenced in 1996; felony murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful
possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1996. Mr. Bacon will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for
five years.

3. Barthelus, Philippe: Attempt, conspiracy to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, conspiracy to commit murder, felony murder, possession
of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2010. Mr. Barthelus will be released from prison and
deported due to his immigration status.
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. Berkowitz, Mordechai: Vehicular homicide and assault by auto, sentenced in 2025. Mr. Berkowitz will remain in prison until 2028 and will be on a

period of parole supervision for three years upon release.

. Black, Jonathan: Robbery, aggravated assault, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon,

sentenced in 2006; two counts of robbery, two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and two counts of unlawful
possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2006. Mr. Black will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for
five years.

. Boykins, Darren: Murder, robbery, and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 1982. Mr. Boykins will be immediately

released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for 10 years.

. Brown, Daniel: Burglary, four counts of accomplice liability for another for robbery, nine counts of accomplice liability for another for possession

of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, accomplice liability for another for aggravated assault, three counts of accomplice liability for another for
theft, three counts of accomplice liability for another for unlawful possession of a weapon, two counts of resisting arrest, resisting arrest, certain
persons not to possess a weapon, and attempted robbery, sentenced in 2006. Mr. Brown will be released in 2030 and will be on a period of parole
supervision for five years upon release.

. Brown, Marvin: Conspiracy, felony murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in

2000. Mr. Brown will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Champion, Eric: Certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2025. Mr. Champion will be immediately released from prison and will be

on a period of parole supervision until November 2030.

. DeLoach, Christian: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,

possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, and possession with intent to distribute a controlled
dangerous substance within 500 feet of a public place, sentenced in 2002; four counts of aggravated assault, seven counts of robbery, carjacking,
two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a weapon, three counts of criminal attempt, felony
murder, and conspiracy, sentenced in 2003. Mr. DeLoach will be released from prison in 2026 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five
years.

. Dove, Roy: Robbery, sentenced in 2001; felony murder, manslaughter, possession of a weapon for an unlawful, and unlawful possession of a

weapon, sentenced in 1998. Mr. Dove will be released from prison in 2028 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Evans, Zaire: Felony murder, manslaughter, endangering an injured victim, burglary, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful

possession of a weapon, burglary, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2003. Mr. Evans will be immediately released from
prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Farthing, Jamie: Two counts of felony murder, murder, kidnapping, two counts of robbery, two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful

purpose, and two counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1997. Ms. Farthing will be immediately parole eligible, will max-out
from prison in 2034, and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Flowers, Alexis: Manslaughter, sentenced in 2016. Ms. Flowers will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole

supervision for five years.

. Galiano, Daniel: Robbery and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 2003. Mr. Galiano will be immediately released from

prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Grieco, Joseph: Aggravated manslaughter, sentenced in 2025. Mr. Grieco will remain in prison until 2029 and will be on a period of parole

supervision for three years upon release.

. Gottlieb, Avram: Robbery, conspiracy, theft, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in

1997. Mr. Gottlieb will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Heru, Heshimu: Murder and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1990. Mr. Heru will be released from prison and will be on a period of

parole supervision for five years.

. James, Khalif: Murder, felony murder, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon,

sentenced in 1998. Mr. James will be released from prison in 2027 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Johns, John: Robbery, sentenced in 2009; four counts of robbery, conspiracy, three counts of aggravated assault, two counts of aggravated

assault, two counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and two counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2008.
Mr. Johns will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Johnson, Andrew E.: Seven counts of aggravated assault, two counts of robbery, two counts of conspiracy to commit robbery, criminal mischief,

theft, three counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and three counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2016;
theft, sentenced in 2016. Mr. Johnson will be released from prison in 2029 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

Lawrence, Daniel: Murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2017. Mr.
Lawrence will be released from prison in 2039 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

Lindsey, Briann: Manslaughter, sentenced in 2018. Ms. Lindsey will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole
supervision for five years.

MaQbool, Tariq: Felony murder, three counts of murder, two counts of kidnapping, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and
unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2005. Mr. MaQbool will be parole eligible in 2032, max-out from prison in 2047, and will be on a
period of parole supervision for five years.

Marrero, Victor: Murder, conspiracy, felony murder, two counts of tampering with evidence, hindering, two counts of possession of a weapon for
an unlawful purpose, and two counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2009. Mr. Marrero will be immediately released from
prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Mazurczyk, Margaret: Manslaughter, sentenced in 2019. Ms. Mazurczyk will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of

parole supervision for five years.

McBride, Keith: Felony murder, robbery, conspiracy, disturbing human remains, two counts of hindering, possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2010. Mr. McBride will be released from prison in 2038 and will be on a period of
parole supervision for five years.

. Mitchell, Michael: Robbery, sentenced in 2004; robbery, two counts of conspiracy, four counts of theft, and possession of a weapon for an

unlawful purpose, sentenced in 2016; robbery, sentenced in 2014. Mr. Mitchell will max-out from prison in 2038 and will be on a period of parole
supervision for five years.

. Montalvo, Maria: Two counts of murder, two counts of felony murder, and arson, sentenced in 1997. Ms. Montalvo will become immediately

parole eligible.
Moon, David: Murder, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 2007. Mr. Moon will
be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Pena, Dariel: Manslaughter, sentenced in 2016. Mr. Pena will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision

for five years.

Peoples, Anthony: Murder, felony murder, four counts of robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a
weapon, sentenced in 1998. He will be released from prison in 2028 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years. Mr. Peoples will
be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.



33. Ramos, Luis: Murder, two counts of aggravated assault, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon,
sentenced in 2008. Mr. Ramos will be released from prison in 2031 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

34. Rose, Robert: Conspiracy, three counts of murder, and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 1983. Mr. Rose will be

immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Salaam, Abdul-Haqq: Robbery, sentenced in 1986; robbery and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 1997. Mr. Salaam
will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

36. Sayers, Gary: Five counts of robbery, conspiracy to commit robbery, five counts of aggravated assault, five counts of restraint, burglary, three
counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, three counts of unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to
possess a weapon, sentenced in 2008; certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2009. Mr. Sayers will be immediately released
from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

37. Shabazz, Omari: Three counts of robbery, four counts of possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and two counts of unlawful
possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1995; robbery and possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance, sentenced in
1996; robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1996; robbery, possession
of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1997. Mr. Shabazz will be immediately released from
prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

38. Smith, Jama: Possession of a controlled dangerous substance, possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance,
possession with intent to distribute a controlled dangerous substance within a school zone, resisting arrest, possession of a weapon during a
crime involving a controlled dangerous substance, possession of a prohibited weapon, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful
possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2004; murder, conspiracy to commit murder, possession of
a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in 2006. Mr.
Smith will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

39. Terrero, Germania: Murder, felony murder, aggravated manslaughter, conspiracy to commit robbery, two counts of conspiracy to commit burglary,
theft, and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 2011. Mrs. Terrero will be released from prison and deported due to her
immigration status.

. Waathiq, Mujahid: Murder, robbery, and burglary, sentenced in 1990. Mr. Waathiq will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period
of parole supervision for five years.

. Walker, Rashid: Unlawful taking by means of conveyance and resisting arrest, sentenced in 2001; possession of a controlled dangerous
substance, sentenced in 2005; felony murder, murder, robbery, receiving stolen property, possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a weapon, and certain persons not to possess a weapon, sentenced in
2004. Mr. Walker will be immediately released from prison and will be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Al-Mujahid/Walker, Shem: Felony murder, reckless manslaughter, conspiracy to commit robbery, and unlawful possession of a weapon,
sentenced in 2006. Mr. Al-Mujahid/Walker will be released from prison and deported due to his immigration status.

. White, Natasha: Murder, two counts of death by auto, causing death while driving, simple assault, criminal mischief, and possession of a weapon
for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 2008. Ms. White will be released from prison in 2028 and will be on a period of parole supervision for five
years.

44. Williams, Wali: Murder and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1990. Mr. Williams will be immediately released from prison and will
be on a period of parole supervision for five years.

. Wise, Jerod: Murder, sentenced in 2011. Mr. Wise will be parole eligible in 2029, will max-out from prison in 2044, and will be on a period of parole
supervision for five years.
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Upon release from New Jersey Department of Corrections custody, four of the individuals whose sentences were commuted will be deported due to
their immigration status, per federal law. The Murphy Administration will work with United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement to ensure their
safe and orderly return to their native countries.

The following individuals were granted commutations of their parole sentences by Governor Murphy:

1. Allah, Wise: Robbery, sentenced in 1992; unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1992; two counts of robbery and two counts of
conspiracy sentenced in 1992; burglary, sentenced in 1993; attempted theft, sentenced in 1993.

2. Muslim, Ali: Murder, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1986.

3. Rutherford, Jay: Criminal attempt to commit murder, sentenced in 1995; felony murder, murder, robbery, possession of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose, and unlawful possession of a weapon, sentenced in 1995.

4. Scott, Lawrence: Murder, conspiracy to commit theft by deception, forgery, sentenced in 1985.

5. Wiley, Brenda: Two counts of murder and possession of a weapon for an unlawful purpose, sentenced in 1992.

The following individual has been granted a commutation from his driver’s license suspension:
1. Forstik, Thomas: Driving while under the influence (six counts), sentenced in 2004, 2005, and 2007.

Over the past eight years, the Murphy Administration has advanced New Jersey’s standing as The State for Second Chances through a series of
transformative criminal justice reforms. These efforts include signing legislation to ban the box in housing, restoring voting rights to more than 80,000
individuals on probation or parole, creating a petition process for “clean slate” expungements for eligible offenses, and implementing numerous
additional measures to support successful reentry and rehabilitation.

Most recently, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 411 (https:/nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/E0-411.pdf), expanding eligibility for jury

service to more than 350,000 New Jerseyans who were previously disqualified due to a criminal conviction.
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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO.411

WHEREAS, in addressing issues of criminal Jjustice, my
Administration has been guided not only by a firm commitment to public
safety, but also by a recognition that individuals are endowed with
human dignity and value, capable of rehabilitation, and deserving of
second chances; and

WHEREAS, we have made significant progress during my
Administration in reducing the unduly harsh collateral consequences
of a conviction and in dismantling barriers faced by individuals with
prior involvement with the criminal justice system, which
disproportionately affect Black and Hispanic or Latino New Jerseyans;
and

WHEREAS, for example, we have worked with the Legislature to
reform our expungement process to be one of the most progressive in
the nation, to restore voting rights for individuals on probation and
parole, to ensure that individuals with criminal records have a fair
chance to find affordable housing, and to reduce barriers to
professional licensure and employment faced by individuals with
criminal records; and

WHEREAS, with the assistance of the Clemency Advisory Board and
the New Jersey State Parole Board, I also have used my executive
powers to help make New Jersey the State for Second Chances, granting
more pardons and commutations than any other New Jersey Governor in
recent history; and

WHEREAS, despite these and other recent developments, a
conviction still may result in certain legal disabilities under state
law, including a prohibition on jury service for individuals convicted
of an indictable offense; and

WHEREAS, this prohibition on jury service stems from a statute,
N.J.S.A. 2B:20-1(e), which provides that a person 1is ineligible to
serve on a jury in New Jersey 1f they have been “convicted of any
indictable offense under the laws of this State, another state, or

the United States”; and



WHEREAS, categorically excluding from jury service individuals
subject to N.J.S.A. 2B:20-1(e) affects the potential composition of
jury panels by excluding hundreds of thousands of individuals from
jury service, and does so in a manner that reflects the disparities
of our criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 2B:20-1(e) 1implicates the availability of
impartial juries reflective of the community, which our nation has
recognized since its earliest days as an important part of the
government process and as a valuable safeguard of liberty; and

WHEREAS, Jjury service additionally is a mark of citizenship and
represents for many citizens their most significant opportunity,
aside from voting in elections, to share in the responsibilities of
democratic self-government; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 2B:20-1(e) excludes citizens from such civic
participation by virtue of any indictable conviction even after they
have completed their sentence of incarceration and/or court-ordered
supervision, including any term of probation or parole; and

WHEREAS, 1in 2022, the New Jersey Supreme Court approved a
recommendation of the Committee of the Judicial Conference on Jury
Selection that the Legislature should explore options for an
individual who has completed their sentence (including any term of
supervision) to be restored to eligibility to serve as a juror,
subject to potential challenge for cause or peremptory challenge; and

WHEREAS, the Committee’s recommendation was informed by the
report and recommendations of a Subcommittee on Systemic Barriers to
Jury Service, which found that the exclusion of individuals with a
criminal conviction from Jjury pools disproportionately affects
communities of color; and

WHEREAS, the Subcommittee also recommended that individuals who
have repaid their debt to society should be eligible to represent
their community and serve on a Jjury, Jjust as they are able to vote

in elections; and



WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of New Jersey vests in
the Governor the power to grant pardons and reprieves in all cases
other than impeachment and treason, and the power to suspend and
remit fines and forfeitures; and

WHEREAS, included within these powers is the power to grant a
partial pardon or to restore one or more specific rights, such as the
right to serve on a Jjury, that an individual forfeits due to a
conviction; and

WHEREAS, I find it to be Jjust and appropriate to exercise my
executive clemency powers to restore the right to serve on a jury to
certain individuals by relieving them of the forfeiture of their
jury-service rights imposed pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2B:20-1(e); and

WHEREAS, such a grant of executive clemency 1s necessarily
limited to individuals convicted of an indictable offense under the
laws of this State and does not extend to convictions under the laws
of another state or the United States; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the recommendation advanced by the
Judiciary, this grant of executive clemency shall apply once an
individual has completed any terms of incarceration, probation, and
parole supervision, if applicable, for a covered indictable offense;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, PHILIP D. MURPHY, Governor of the State of
New Jersey, by virtue of the authority wvested in me by the
Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER
and DIRECT:

1. Subject to the limitations set forth in this Order, any
individual who has been disqualified from serving as a juror in the
State of New Jersey by reason of a conviction of an indictable offense
under the laws of this State is, by this Order, granted executive
clemency for any such offense to the extent necessary to restore
their right or ability to qualify for jury service upon the discharge
of the non-monetary components of their criminal sentence, including

any term of incarceration, probation, or parole, provided that:



a. The disqualifying conviction occurred on or before
January 10, 2026; and

b. The individual is not disqualified from Jjury service
for any reason other than a conviction of an
indictable offense under the laws of this State,
including but not limited to that the individual is
not disqualified from Jjury service by reason of a
conviction of an indictable offense under the laws of
another state or the United States.

2. The restoration of rights granted by this Order shall not
apply to convictions in cases of impeachment or treason.

3. The terms of this Order apply to the qualifications for
service on any jury, including the jury for a criminal or civil trial
as well as a grand jury.

4. Nothing in this Order concerning the statutory
disqualification from Jjury service shall preclude any for-cause
challenge to any prospective juror on a case-by-case basis, including
on grounds relating to the individual’s wunderlying conviction or
convictions or other criminal record.

5. This Order shall not be considered a full pardon or
remission of guilt, or forgiveness of the underlying offense or
offenses, or relief from any obligation to pay restitution, fines,
fees, or other court-ordered monetary obligations, nor shall this
Order be construed to restore any right other than the ability to
qualify for jury service.

6. Nothing in this Order shall preclude the otherwise
appropriate consideration of an individual’s criminal record in any
criminal or civil case or other proceeding, including consideration
for the purpose of imposing greater penalties for second offenses,
subsequent convictions, or conviction as a habitual or persistent
offender.

7. Nothing in this Order shall preclude any individual from

requesting or receiving any other grant of executive clemency.



8. Nothing in this Order shall be construed to supersede any
federal, State, or local law.

9. A copy of this Order shall constitute proof of the
restoration of rights granted herein.

10. Each Executive Branch department and agency is hereby
required, to the extent not inconsistent with law, to take such
actions as are necessary to accomplish the purpose of this Order.

11. For purposes of this Order, “Executive Branch departments
and agencies” shall mean any of the principal departments in the
Executive Branch of State government and any agency, authority, board,
bureau, commission, division, institution, office, or other
instrumentality within or created by any such department, and any
independent State authority, commission, instrumentality, or agency
over which the Governor exercises executive authority, as determined
by the Attorney General.

12. This Order shall take effect immediately.

GIVEN, under my hand and seal this
11th day of January,
Two Thousand and Twenty-Six,
and of the Independence of
the United States, the Two
Hundred and Fiftieth.
[seall]
/s/ Philip D. Murphy

Governor

Attest:
/s/ Kate E. McDonnell

Chief Counsel to the Governor
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Justin Dews’s Biography

Justin Dews is Counsel at the multinational law firm King & Spalding, where he focuses on
government investigations, congressional investigations, white collar criminal investigations, and
corporate internal investigations. From June 2024 to July 2025, Justin served as Chairman of
New Jersey’s Clemency Advisory Board. Under Justin’s chairmanship, Governor Murphy
granted more pardons and commutations than every other New Jersey governor in the past 30
years combined.

Previously, Justin was Associate Counsel to President Joe Biden in the White House Counsel’s
Office, where he focused on judicial nominations, working on the nominations and confirmations
of over 100 individuals to the federal bench, including six judges on the District of New Jersey
and Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. Prior to the White House, Justin was an
attorney on President Biden’s transition team, vetting and recommending individuals to serve in
the Executive Office of the President, the Cabinet, and in sub-Cabinet positions. Before that, he
was Senior Counsel to Governor Murphy, advising on legislation and policies related to criminal
justice, gun-violence prevention, transportation, and elections.

Justin clerked for Judge Joseph A. Greenaway, Jr., on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit and graduated from Harvard Law School, where he was a member of the Harvard Law
Review.
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OVERVIEW

Drawing on his experience in senior leadership roles in the New Jersey Attorney General’'s and Governor’s
Offices and as a trial attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice, Matt provides an insider’s perspective when
guiding clients through complex government investigations, litigation, and other actions.

As chief counsel to the New Jersey attorney general, Matt oversaw the Divisions of Law, Consumer Affairs, and
Civil Rights and served as the attorney general’'s most senior advisor on non-criminal matters. He oversaw civil
litigation and investigations, including affirmative civil enforcement matters in the areas of antitrust, consumer
protection, data privacy and cybersecurity, environmental law, false claims, professional licensure, securities
fraud, and worker protections.

As deputy chief counsel to the New Jersey governor, Matt oversaw the office’s litigation, rulemaking, executive
order, clemency, and oversight functions. He also advised the governor on pending legislation.

During his time with the U.S. Department of Justice, Matt defended the federal government in litigation challenging
the constitutionality of statutes and the legality of agency rules and policies. Among other matters, he handled
litigation challenging the constitutionality of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and some of the bureau’s
earliest regulations, as well as numerous lawsuits involving the Medicaid and Medicare programs.

Before entering public service, Matt worked for another major law firm, where he represented clients in state and
federal litigation, investigations, administrative proceedings, and appeals. As part of his diverse practice, he
frequently represented clients challenging federal agency action under the Administrative Procedure Act.

After a decade of public service in federal and state government, Matt remains involved in the community and
maintains an active pro bono practice. He currently serves as a public member of the New Jersey Innovation

Authority, a first-of-its-kind agency tasked with using data, artificial intelligence, and other technologies to make
government more effective and efficient.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS

State Attorneys General Investigations and Litigation

® Representing a financial services company in a multistate attorneys general investigation.
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® Representing a financial services company in litigation against a state attorney general related to consumer
protection matter.

® Representing a health care company in a state attorney general investigation involving alleged UDAP violations.

* Representing a medical device company in an inquiry by the Florida Attorney General’s Office concerning
foreign ownership.

® Representing companies in data privacy investigations by state attorneys general.
* Represented a national bank in state attorney general litigation.

Other Government Investigations and Litigation

® Represented a multinational company in a federal criminal antitrust investigation.
* Represented a municipal government in a federal civil rights lawsuit.
® Advise clients responding to regulatory inquiries from banking regulators.

Affirmative Litigation Against the Government

* Represented pharmaceutical companies in litigation against federal agencies concerning statutory exclusivity
periods and patent term adjustments.

* Represented a state health care agency in obtaining a $75 million judgment against the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services for unjust enrichment.

® Represented a trade association and community banks in challenging part of the Volcker Rule.

* Represented a company in cross-appeals before the Federal Circuit from an inter partes review decision of the
Patent Trial and Appeal Board.

® Represented clients in administrative litigation before the Departmental Appeals Board of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services.

Regulatory Advice and Advocacy

® Represented trade associations and companies submitting comments on proposed rules and draft guidance
from various federal agencies.

® Representing a client before a federal agency concerning the client’s eligibility for federal funding.

Other Litigation

® Represented clients in class actions and putative class actions.
® Represented a national bank in litigation under California’s Private Attorneys General Act.
* Represented a state health care agency in a federal appeal saving the client over $100 million in payments to

providers.
® Represented a college athletic association in litigation with member schools.

Pro Bono

® Advising the Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey in connection with litigation over the
leadership of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of New Jersey.

TOP AREAS OF FOCUS
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e Enforcement Actions + Investigations

e Government + Regulatory Litigation

e Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement
¢ State Attorneys General

ALL AREAS OF FOCUS

e Consumer Financial Services
® Consumer Products

® Enforcement Actions + Investigations

® Financial Services
® Government + Regulatory Litigation

e Health Care + Life Sciences

* Regulatory Investigations, Strategy + Enforcement
® State Attorneys General

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

* Deputy chief counsel, Office of New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy, November 2022-October 2025

® Chief counsel to the attorney general, New Jersey Office of the Attorney General, July 2021-November 2022;
senior counsel to the attorney general, July 2020-July 2021; counsel to the attorney general, May 2018-July
2020; special assistant to the attorney general, February 2018-May 2018

* Trial attorney, U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch, 2015-2018
® |ntern, Justice Virginia Long, Supreme Court of New Jersey, 2007

EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATIONS

EDUCATION

e Georgetown University Law Center, J.D., magna cum laude, 2009, editor-in-chief, Georgetown Law Journal
¢ University of Pennsylvania, B.A., summa cum laude, 2006

BAR ADMISSIONS

e District of Columbia
* New Jersey
e Pennsylvania

COURT ADMISSIONS

e U.S. Court of Appeals, First Circuit

e U.S. Court of Appeals, Third Circuit

e U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit
e U.S. Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit

e U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey

e U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Texas
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CLERKSHIPS
e Hon. Thomas B. Griffith, U.S. Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit, 2009-2010

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

® Speaker, “Navigating State AG and Regulatory Investigations Involving Online Lending,” 2026 OLA Legal
Issues Conference, February 24, 2026.

PUBLICATIONS

® Co-author, “Third Circuit Ruling Highlights Unique Dynamics for Cannabis-Related Contract Disputes,”
Regulatory Oversight, February 17, 2026.

e Co-author, “After FDA'’s Policy Shift on Artificial Colors, State Enforcement and Private Litigation Risks Linger
,” Regulatory Oversight, February 16, 2026.

® Podcast, “New Jersey’s Big Bet on Disparate Impact: What the AG’s New Rules Mean for Lenders and
Al,” The Consumer Finance Podcast and Regulatory Oversight Podcast, January 29, 2026.

® Co-author, “Colorado AG Fines Cannabis Company for Violating Prior Settlement,” Regulatory Oversight,
January 21, 2026.

® Co-author, “Justices’ Separation-Of-Powers Revamp May Hit States Next,” Law360, January 6, 2026.

MEDIA COMMENTARY

* Mentioned, “On the Move and After Hours: Post Polak; Troutman Pepper; Capehart Scatchard; Sills Cummis,”
New Jersey Law Journal, January 16, 2026.

* Quoted, “Pennsylvania Justices Asked to ‘Embrace’ SCOTUS Standard on Securities Enforcement and Void
Fine,” The Legal Intelligencer, January 13, 2026.

® Quoted, “Troutman Adds Longtime Counsel To NJ Governor, AG,” Law360 and Law360 Pulse, November 5,
2025.
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I Parimal Garg

Partner

Roseland
T: +1 862.926.2082 | F: +1973.597.2400
pgarg@lowenstein.com

Parimal Garg’s extensive experience in the law spans private practice, the courts, and state government, most recently as Chief Counsel to Governor Philip D.
Murphy as the longest-serving Governor’s Counsel in New Jersey history.

For over four years as Chief Counsel, Parimal served as Governor Murphy’s primary advisor on all legal matters, including civil litigation, legislation, executive
orders, oversight of the state’s independent authorities, judicial and prosecutorial appointments, and ethics and public records requests. He supervised a team
of 25 attorneys in the Governor’s Counsel’s Office and worked with the leadership of the Attorney General’s Office on a daily basis. Prior to serving as Chief
Counsel, Parimal served as Deputy Chief Counsel to the Governor from January 2018 to October 2020, reporting to then-Chief Counsel Matt Platkin, who now
serves as New Jersey's Attorney General.

During his tenure as Chief Counsel, Parimal managed the selection and confirmation process for four current Justices of the New Jersey Supreme Court, over
160 new Superior Court judges, and 10 current county prosecutors, as well as the vetting and selection process of the Governor’s high-profile appointments,
including Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, and Public Defender.

Parimal supervised the State’s position in civil litigation in hundreds of important matters, including the years long effort to withdraw New Jersey from the
Waterfront Commission, which culminated in a 9 to 0 victory at the U.S. Supreme Court. He managed a number of internal investigations throughout State
government and directed negotiations with the U.S. Department of Justice that led to two consent decrees regarding New Jersey’s only women'’s prison and the
State-operated veterans homes.

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Parimal personally drafted or oversaw all executive orders implementing mitigation measures to slow the spread of the
virus and worked closely with the Attorney General’s Office to defend all of those orders in court; none of the Governor’s executive orders were ever struck
down or enjoined, despite hundreds of challenges in both state and federal court. He also facilitated a comprehensive and independent after-action review of
New Jersey’s response to the pandemic that remains the only one of its kind in the nation.

Parimal also directed the Murphy administration’s involvement in the legislative process for thousands of bills that became law on issues ranging from gun
safety and affordable housing to cannabis and sports betting. He also has extensive experience in public relations and crisis communications, having
participated in hundreds of the Governor’'s COVID-19 press conferences and provided strategic direction for the Governor’s State of the State, budget, and
inaugural addresses.

Parimal is a former law clerk for Chief Justice Stuart Rabner of the New Jersey Supreme Court. He also worked as a litigation associate at Paul, Weiss,
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP in Washington D.C., where his practice focused on antitrust matters and financial investigations.

NEWS & INSIGHTS

Publications

> January 14, 2026
"How the Murphy Administration and the Senate Solved New Jersey’s Judicial Vacancy Crisis," New Jersey Globe
Parimal Garg

> May 15, 2025
"Garg: The Creation of a Solicitor General’s Office Has Served New Jersey Well," New Jersey Globe

Parimal Garg

In the Media

> December 15, 2025
In POLITICO, Christopher Porrino, partner and Chair of Lowenstein’s Litigation Department, praises Governor Elect Mickie Sherrill's nomination of
Jennifer Davenport to the position of Attorney General for the State of New Jersey, saying she is “not someone who searches out the spotlight... She's just

NEW YORK PALO ALTO NEW JERSEY UTAH  WASHINGTON,D.C.
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going to be doing the right thing for the right reasons.”

Porrino, who formerly served as the goth Attorney General of New Jersey, tells Law360 that Davenport is “really smart and doesn't back down from a fight. If
she feels the federal government is impinging on the rights of New Jerseyans, or that she needs to take action to protect New Jerseyans from executive or
other action by the federal government, | don't think she'll hesitate for a second."

Parimal Garg, former chief counsel for Gov. Phil Murphy, calls Davenport “one of the hardest-working people I've ever known;” adding: "You couldn't have a
better background to prepare you for the type of job as attorney general than the background that she has.”

Porrino also comments in NJBIZ, noting: “I have known Jen for many years and have worked very closely with her, in some highly challenging
circumstances. She is relatable and understated, but an extremely effective leader.” He continues: “On the civil side, the hard-working people of the
Department of Law and Public Safety will be inspired and motivated by her commitment to the rule of law. On the criminal side, her deep law enforcement
experience, both state and federal, will serve her well in working to reduce gun violence and other violent crimes.”

Porrino’s comments also appear in BINJE.
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> May 5, 2025
Essex County Bar Association to Recognize Parimal Garg of Lowenstein Sandler With Walter Lucas Special Merit Award
Parimal Garg

> January 10, 2025

Lowenstein Center for the Public Interest Represents Advocacy Groups on Amicus Brief in Support of New Jersey Attorney General’s
Supersession of Paterson Police Department

Alexander Shalom, Parimal Garg
> October 28, 2024
Parimal Garg, Chief Counsel to Governor Murphy, to Join Lowenstein’s White Collar Defense and Business Litigation Groups as Partner

Parimal Garg

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

> Speaker, New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting & Convention, New Jersey State Bar Association,Atlantic City, NJ, May 13-15, 2026
> Speaker, New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting & Convention, New Jersey State Bar Association,Atlantic City, NJ, May 14-16, 2025

EDUCATION

> Harvard Law School (J.D. 2014), cum laude; Journal on Legislation; American Constitution Society

> Georgetown University (B.A. 2011), Government and Economics, magna cum laude

ADMISSIONS

> New Jersey
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Rebecca Uwakwe, Esq. is a civil rights attorney, author, and former public defender.
She serves as the Director of Criminal Law Reform Advocacy at the ACLU of New
Jersey, where she leads statewide efforts to reduce excessive sentencing and advance
decarceration. She directed the ACLU-NJ’s Clemency Project, expanding the use of
executive clemency to address systemic injustice. Rebecca previously spent over a
decade at Brooklyn Defender Services, where she served as a trial attorney handling
complex felony cases before becoming a supervising attorney, mentoring new lawyers.
She is the author of The Black Advocate: The Guide to Your Professional Success and
founder of The Black Advocate LLC, a platform providing resources and mentorship for
Black students and professionals. She serves on the Board of the League of Women
Voters of New Jersey.



