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New Jersey Public Defender Jennifer N. Sellitti and key staff will discuss the 
issues facing the agency and what lawyers in private practice need to know. This 
session will provide an overview of the OPD's current priorities and the evolving 
role of public defense in strengthening communities and the justice system. The 
presentation will highlight key initiatives, including the expansion of holistic 
representation models, increased community engagement efforts, 
advancements in youth defense, the office's leadership in expungement work 
to remove barriers to employment and housing and growing capacity in forensic 
science and mental health advocacy. It will also focus on how attorneys can 
incorporate these developments into their own practice. Attendees will gain 
practical strategies for leveraging multidisciplinary approaches, utilizing social 
services and mitigation resources, engaging with community-based supports, 
identifying and pursuing expungement opportunities for eligible clients, and 
effectively raising forensic and mental health issues in litigation and negotiation.

 
 

Moderator/Speaker:  
Jennifer Sellitti, Public Defender 
Panelists:  
Assemblyman Joseph Danielsen 
James Gee, STONO Public Affairs 
Michele Callari, Esq, Assistant Public Defender Youth Defense, Office of the Public Defender 
Nicole Guyette, Parters for Justice Advocate, Office of the Public Defender 

  



 

Jennifer Sellitti, Office of the Public Defender 
 

Jennifer Sellitti was sworn in as the Public Defender 
for the State of New Jersey on February 1, 2024. She leads 
the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender (NJOPD), one 
of the nation’s largest public defense systems, overseeing 
approximately 1,300 attorneys, investigators, social 
workers, and professional staff across 66 offices serving 
all 21 counties. 

Since taking office, Public Defender Sellitti has 
prioritized modernizing NJOPD and strengthening client-
centered representation. Her administration is advancing 
one of the nation’s first statewide holistic representation 
models. This approach integrates attorneys, social 
workers, investigators, and mitigation specialists to 
address both legal and social factors that contribute to 

justice system involvement and to improve stability and case outcomes for the people NJOPD 
serves. 

Under her leadership, NJOPD has expanded interdisciplinary representation statewide and 
established specialized units, including a regionalized Youth Defense practice that provides 
developmentally appropriate representation to youth across New Jersey. She has also 
expanded community-based services by bringing attorneys and staff directly into communities 
through expungement clinics and outreach initiatives that help eligible residents clear records 
and pursue employment, housing, and education opportunities.   

Public Defender Sellitti has also overseen technology and operational modernization, 
including the development of centralized legal research and knowledge-sharing tools as well as 
the responsible adoption of artificial intelligence and emerging technologies to improve 
attorney efficiency and enhance service to New Jersey residents.   

Through these efforts, NJOPD is strengthening public defense as both a constitutional 
safeguard and a public safety institution, reducing unnecessary system involvement and 
mitigating the significant fiscal and human costs of incarceration. 

Prior to becoming Public Defender, Sellitti served as Director of Training & Communications 
for NJOPD. She previously served as deputy of the agency’s Middlesex Trial Region and as an 
assistant deputy public defender in the Essex County Adult Region. Jennifer worked as a staff 
attorney for the Committee for Public Counsel Services in Massachusetts and as a 
Massachusetts Superior Court law clerk before joining NJOPD. She began her legal career at 
Massachusetts Correctional Legal Services, where she worked on the organization’s Prison 
Brutality Project investigating claims of prison violence and representing inmates housed in 
solitary confinement at super maximum-security prisons in civil rights lawsuits. She had a 
career in marketing and public relations before becoming a lawyer. 

Throughout her career, Sellitti has focused on improving public defense systems through 
training, policy development, and multidisciplinary advocacy. She has trained lawyers in more 
than thirty-five states and speaks nationally about topics ranging from trial advocacy to 
transforming public defense systems. She is a trustee of the Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers of New Jersey and is a member of the New Jersey State Bar and the National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. She is a graduate of Suffolk University Law School 
and obtained a B.S. degree in public relations from Boston University. 
 



 

Outside her professional work, , she operates D/V Tenacious, a dive vessel that locates, 
dives, and salvages artifacts from shipwrecks in the North Atlantic. Jennifer is a certified diver 
and a U.S.C.G. licensed ship captain. She was recently inducted as an associate member of the 
Boston Sea Rovers and serves as a New Jersey Maritime Museum trustee. Her first book, “The 
Adriatic Affair: A Maritime Hit-And-Run Off the Coast of Nantucket,” tells the story of the 1856 
sinking of the passenger steamship Le Lyonnais.    

 
   

  



 

Assemblyman Joseph Danielsen 

Joseph Danielson represents the 17th district which includes the Middlesex 
County municipalities of New Brunswick, North Brunswick and Piscataway, and 
the Somerset County municipality of Franklin Township and South Bound 
Brook.  He has focused on increasing school aid, improving the lives of veterans 
and senior citizens, and reducing property taxes through initiatives such as the 
ANCHOR Program and Stay NJ. His legislative accomplishments include major 
work on medical and adult-use cannabis and advancing bills promoting clean 
energy and social justice. 

He serves on the following committees: 

• Assembly Public Safety and Preparedness Committee, Chair 
• Assembly Community Development and Women's Affairs Committee, Vice Chair 
• Assembly Labor Committee 

  
 
 

  



 

 
James Gee, STONO Public Affairs 

 
James Gee has dedicated his life to public service, with a 

particular focus on strengthening the Democratic Party through 
voter registration initiatives and strategies to engage 
disenfranchised voters. His efforts span from local government to 
the halls of Congress and the West Wing. Known for his versatility, 
Gee is equally adept at grassroots activities, like voter registration in 
Trenton, as he organizes large-scale events, such as a conference 
on Black Women and Girls Issues in Capitol Hill attended by 5,000 
people. 

In his extensive career, Gee has been actively involved in numerous state, local, and 
federal political campaigns across the United States. In New Jersey, he served as Deputy 
Chief of Staff in the McGreevey Administration and was a senior adviser for the Corzine for 
Governor, Booker for Senate, and Murphy for Governor campaigns. However, he takes 
special pride in his role as the architect of Bonnie Watson Coleman's historic campaign, 
which led to her becoming New Jersey's first Black woman in Congress. Despite initial 
underdog status, Gee's strategies secured Watson Coleman's victory and significantly 
raised her profile. He collaborated with her to establish the Congressional Caucus on Black 
Women and Girls and the Emergency Task Force on Black Youth Suicide, drawing attention 
to vital community issues and increasing her media presence with support from celebrities 
like Taraji P. Henson. 

Gee is renowned for his innovative approach, leveraging advanced technology and data 
collection methods to stay ahead of trends. He is known for his ability to connect with 
influential figures in Washington and celebrities globally and his skill in motivating diverse 
groups of people. Above all, James values his family, including his wife, Farrah, and their two 
children, Asa and Ella. 

  



 

Michelle Callari, Esq., Assistant Public Defender Youth Defense 
 

 Michelle Callari is an Assistant Public Defender in charge of our 
new statewide Youth Defense Unit and is uniquely suited to lead this 
effort. She earned her B.S. from Lehigh University (2002) and her J.D. 
from New York Law School (2005) before clerking for the Honorable 
Mark A. Baber, J.S.C., in Essex County.  Since joining the OPD in 2006, 
she has represented thousands of children in delinquency 
proceedings.  She became the First Assistant Deputy of the Essex 
Region in 2022, and in 2024 was appointed Statewide Director of 

Youth Defense, overseeing best practices for defenders and advocating for policy reforms 
affecting system-involved youth.  Michelle serves on numerous boards and commissions, 
including the NJ Council on Juvenile Justice System Improvement, the Governor's Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Committee, and the Gault Center Northeast Advisory 
Board. A graduate and certified trainer of the Youth Defender Advocacy Board (YDAP), she 
shares her expertise nationwide and teaches as an adjunct professor at Rutgers University, 
where she mentors professionals in youth justice and adolescent development. 

  



 

Nicole Guyette, Partners for Justice Advocate 
 

Nicole Guyette is a Partners for Justice Advoctae with the 
Office of the Public Defender. Partners for Justice works closely 
with leaders in the field of public defense and access to justice, 
both nationally and in local programs with public defender 
offices across the country. Their goal is to augment existing 
systems to better support people facing criminal charges.  
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AN ACT concerning representation by the Office of the Public 1 

Defender and supplementing chapter 158A of Title 2A of the 2 

New Jersey Statutes. 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “New Jersey 8 

Holistic Representation Act.” 9 

 10 

 2. The Legislature finds and declares that in November 2024, 11 

the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender announced, in 12 

conjunction with the national nonprofit entity, Partners for Justice, 13 

the creation of a program aimed at enhancing collaborative, holistic 14 

representation, known as holistic defense, for individuals involved 15 

in the criminal justice system.  The initiative launched as a pilot 16 

program in Atlantic, Monmouth, and Hudson counties.  The Public 17 

Defender announcement declared, citing remarks from former 18 

Governor Phillip Murphy, “This new partnership between the 19 

Office of the Public Defender and Partners for Justice will help 20 

bridge gaps between legal and personal needs for individuals 21 

involved in our criminal defense system.”   22 

 Holistic defense representation pairs public defender staff 23 

attorneys with trained non-attorney social service professionals 24 

including social workers and case workers, who are able to work 25 

closely with clients to address underlying issues contributing to the 26 

client’s involvement in the criminal justice system. The 27 

collaborative process frees the attorney advocate to focus 28 

exclusively on the legal issues involved in the case, while engaging 29 

the expertise of social service professional to achieve an overall 30 

better outcome for the criminal justice-involved person. 31 

 Accordingly, the Legislature finds that with the promising results 32 

of holistic defense initiated in 2024 in Atlantic, Monmouth, and 33 

Hudson counties, it is now time to expand holistic defense into a 34 

Statewide initiative. 35 

 36 

 3.  As used in this act: 37 

 “Client participant” means a client of the Office of the Public 38 

Defender who has agreed to participate in the Holistic 39 

representation model under the terms and conditions set forth in a 40 

written agreement between the office and the client.   41 

 “Client Services Specialist” means a client advocate who is 42 

integral to the holistic representation team, not acting in a clinical 43 

or supervisory capacity, who shall be responsible, under the general 44 

direction of the attorney team member or a supervising attorney, for 45 

providing or supervising the provision of non-legal services to the 46 

client participant. 47 
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 “Holistic representation team” or “client team” means a client 1 

participant, a staff attorney of the Office of the Public Defender or 2 

an attorney contracted by the Office of the Public Defender to 3 

represent clients of the Office of the Public Defender, a client 4 

services specialist, and other necessary persons.  “Client team” can 5 

include other client advocates working in coordination with Office 6 

of Public Defender. 7 

 “New Jersey Holistic Representation Model” shall mean the 8 

model of representation through the Office of the Public Defender 9 

pursuant to which a client team collaborates to provide 10 

representation services and address underlying issues contributing 11 

to the client’s involvement in the criminal justice system.    12 

 13 

 4.  a.  The Public Defender shall, in each regional office, 14 

implement a collaborative, team-based holistic representation 15 

model.  The model shall include, but not be limited to, the 16 

appointment of a holistic representation team assigned to each 17 

client participant who is accepted into the program based upon 18 

eligibility criteria established by the Office of the Public Defender.   19 

 b.  A holistic representation team shall include, but not be 20 

limited to, a staff attorney, who shall be the head of the client team, 21 

and a client services specialist.  The team may also include a 22 

mitigation specialist, a system navigator, or other necessary persons 23 

to assist attorneys and their clients.  The entire client team shall be 24 

bound by the attorney-client privilege.  A client team may include 25 

other client advocates working in coordination with Office of Public 26 

Defender attorneys.   27 

 c.  The staff attorney shall provide legal services to the client 28 

participant.  Client services specialist or other non-attorney 29 

members of the client team shall assess and connect the client 30 

participant with services, programs and resources, including, but 31 

not limited to, assistance with mental health counseling, substance 32 

abuse treatment, housing support, documentation acquisition, 33 

transportation support, education services, veteran’s services, 34 

family support services, employment, job training, and  35 

occupational licensing.  Non-attorney team members shall also 36 

investigate participants’ background and life circumstances in order 37 

to provide accurate supports and, where appropriate, more accurate 38 

information about defendants in the criminal justice process. 39 

 d.  The client services specialist assigned to a team, or if more 40 

than one is assigned to a regional office, the designated social work 41 

coordinator for the regional office, shall maintain and utilize 42 

comprehensive databases of community-based service providers, 43 

civil legal services, and additional resources to support client 44 

referrals, support, and rehabilitation.  The databases shall be 45 

available for use by the client team as well as Public Defender staff.   46 

 e.  Public Defender staff shall screen and interview clients to 47 

identify both legal needs and non-legal needs that may contribute to 48 
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criminal justice system involvement. Clients meeting program 1 

criteria shall be referred to the New Jersey Holistic Representation 2 

Model. 3 

 Upon referral, interdisciplinary team members shall conduct a 4 

comprehensive assessment of the client’s circumstances, which may 5 

include, but is not limited to, housing instability, unemployment, 6 

mental health conditions, substance use disorders, family instability, 7 

transportation barriers, or exposure to acute or chronic trauma. 8 

 The client team shall connect clients with appropriate 9 

community-based programs and services and shall actively assist 10 

clients in accessing and participating in those services. The program 11 

shall prioritize coordination with existing local providers and the 12 

utilization of available public and community resources to address 13 

unmet needs and reduce future system involvement. 14 

 The client team shall be directed by the public defender staff 15 

attorney who represents the client.  Team members shall be 16 

supervised by licensed social workers or experienced social service 17 

professionals. 18 

 19 

 5.  All client participants shall be advised that participation in 20 

holistic representation is not intended to replace the defense of 21 

pending criminal charges and participation in the program is 22 

voluntary on the part of the client participant.  Except where 23 

specifically authorized for release for the purpose of securing or 24 

aiding in the process of securing service or accommodations for a 25 

client participant, communications between the client participant 26 

and non-attorney advocates shall remain confidential. 27 

 28 

 6.  a.  The Office of the Public Defender shall develop or 29 

approve a training course and curriculum for public defender staff 30 

on trauma-based approaches and collaborative defense practices and 31 

shall make the curriculum available to all Office of Public Defender 32 

regional offices.  The training course and curriculum shall be 33 

reviewed at least every two years by the Office of the Public 34 

Defender and modified as needed.   35 

 b. The Public Defender shall be responsible for ensuring that 36 

all public defender staff complete in-service training triennially on 37 

trauma-based approaches. 38 

 39 

 7.  Confidentiality requirements.  The Office of the Public 40 

Defender shall establish guidelines for non-attorney advocates in 41 

the New Jersey Holistic Representation Model concerning the use 42 

of information obtained through a client’s participation in the 43 

program or in obtaining non-legal assistance in areas that include, 44 

but are not limited to, mental health counseling, substance abuse 45 

treatment, housing support, documentation acquisition, veterans 46 

services, family support services, employment, job training, and 47 

occupational licensing. 48 
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 8.  Within one year after the effective date of this act, and 1 

annually thereafter, the Public Defender shall report to the 2 

Legislature pursuant to section 2 of P.L.1991, c.164 (C.52:14-19.1), 3 

the Governor, and the Supreme Court on the actions taken pursuant 4 

to this act and provide the most recent available data on the 5 

participation and data outcomes of participation in the New Jersey 6 

Holistic Representation Model.  Such report may be combined with 7 

that of  any other body, agency or study group engaged in reviewing 8 

the administration  of criminal justice.  The report shall include all 9 

pertinent data on the  operations of the office, the costs, projected 10 

needs, and to the extent experience may indicate, recommendations 11 

for statutory changes to the holistic defense program, including 12 

changes in the criminal law or changes in court rules, as may be 13 

appropriate to the improvement of the system of criminal justice, 14 

the control of crime, the rehabilitation of offenders, and other 15 

related objectives. 16 

 17 

 9. This act shall take effect on the first day of the fourth month 18 

next following enactment but the Office of the Public Defender may 19 

take such anticipatory action as may be necessary to effectuate the 20 

provisions of this act. 21 

 22 

 23 

STATEMENT 24 

 25 

 This bill establishes, on a Statewide basis, a collaborative 26 

representation model in the Office of the Public Defender known as 27 

New Jersey Holistic Representation Model.  This model of public 28 

defender services, as is currently in operation in the Hudson, 29 

Atlantic, and Monmouth regional offices, was created in 30 

collaboration with the national nonprofit Partners for Justice.  The 31 

holistic model of representation has demonstrated success in 32 

improving outcomes for public defender clients compared to public 33 

defender clients not participating in a holistic approach to defense.   34 

 Under a holistic representation model, which, under the bill, 35 

shall be both voluntary and eligibility-based, a team-based approach 36 

is used to provide services for each client participant.  The model 37 

consists of legal representation by a staff attorney, and support 38 

services provided by professionals who are able to work closely 39 

with clients to address underlying issues contributing to the client’s 40 

involvement in the criminal justice system.  Under the bill, 41 

eligibility criteria shall be established by the office of the Public 42 

Defender. 43 

 Accordingly, a critical member of the client team of the holistic 44 

representation model is the “client services specialist,” who shall be 45 

a client advocate, who is not acting in a clinical or supervisory 46 

capacity, and who is responsible, under the general direction of the 47 

attorney team member or a supervising attorney, for providing non-48 
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legal representational services to the client participant either as an 1 

individual or while directing other client support staff.  Key to 2 

representation under a holistic representation model is the 3 

confidential nature of the attorney-client relationship pursuant to 4 

which the non-attorney members of the client team are able to 5 

adequately perform their functions without a mandatory reporting 6 

requirement should otherwise reportable information be disclosed. 7 

 Under the bill, the non-attorney members of the client team, 8 

under the general supervision of the attorney member or supervising 9 

attorney, shall be responsible for conducting assessments and 10 

connecting client participant services, programs and resources, 11 

including, but not limited to, assistance with mental health 12 

counseling, substance abuse treatment, housing support, 13 

documentation acquisition, transportation support, education 14 

services, veteran’s services, family support services, employment, 15 

job training, and occupational licensing.   16 

 Under the bill, the client services specialist member of the team 17 

shall maintain and utilize comprehensive databases of community-18 

based service providers, civil legal services, and additional 19 

resources to support client referrals, support, and rehabilitation.   20 

 Under the bill, all client participants are to be advised that 21 

participation in the holistic representation model is not intended to 22 

replace the defense of pending criminal charges and participation in 23 

the program is voluntary on the part of the client participant.  Under 24 

the bill, except where specifically authorized for release for the 25 

purpose of securing or aiding in the process of securing service or 26 

accommodations for a client participant, communications between 27 

the client participant and non-attorney advocates shall remain 28 

confidential. 29 

 Under the bill, the Public Defender is to develop or approve a 30 

training course and curriculum for public defender staff on trauma-31 

based approaches and collaborative defense practices and shall 32 

make the curriculum available to all Office of Public Defender 33 

regional offices.  This training course and curriculum shall be 34 

reviewed at least every two years and modified as needed.   35 

 The Public Defender shall be responsible for ensuring that all 36 

public defender staff complete in-service training triennially on 37 

trauma-based approaches.  The Office of the Public Defender is 38 

directed to establish guidelines for non-attorney advocates in the 39 

New Jersey Holistic Representation Model concerning the use of 40 

information obtained through a client’s participation in the program 41 

or in obtaining non-legal assistance. 42 

 Within one year after the effective date of the bill, and annually 43 

thereafter, the Public Defender shall report to the Legislature, the 44 

Governor, and the Supreme Court on the actions taken pursuant to 45 

the bill and provide the most recent available data on the 46 

participation and data outcomes of participation in the New Jersey 47 

Holistic Representation Model.  The bill would permit the report to 48 
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be combined with that of  any other body, agency, or study group 1 

engaged in reviewing the administration  of criminal justice.  The 2 

report shall include all pertinent data on the  operations of the 3 

office, the costs, projected needs, and to the extent  experience may 4 

indicate, recommendations for statutory changes to the holistic 5 

defense program, including changes in the criminal law or changes 6 

in court rules. 7 
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KeyCite Yellow Flag
 Proposed Legislation

New Jersey Statutes Annotated
Title 2c. The New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice (Refs & Annos)

Subtitle 3. Sentencing
Chapter 52. Expungement of Records (Refs & Annos)

N.J.S.A. 2C:52-2

2C:52-2. Indictable offenses

Effective: November 18, 2024
Currentness

a. In all cases, except as herein provided, a person may present an expungement application to the Superior Court pursuant
to this section if:

the person has been convicted of one crime under the laws of this State, and does not otherwise have any subsequent conviction
for another crime, whether within this State or any other jurisdiction. Subject to the provision of subsection e. of N.J.S.2C:52-14
requiring denial of an expungement petition when a person has had a previous criminal conviction expunged, a prior conviction
for another crime shall not bar presenting an application seeking expungement relief for the criminal conviction that is the
subject of the application; or

the person has been convicted of one crime and no more than three disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offenses
under the laws of this State, and does not otherwise have any subsequent conviction for another crime, or any subsequent
conviction for another disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offense such that the total number of convictions for
disorderly persons and petty disorderly persons offenses would exceed three, whether any such crime or offense conviction was
within this State or any other jurisdiction. Subject to the provision of subsection e. of N.J.S.2C:52-14 requiring denial of an
expungement petition when a person has had a previous criminal conviction expunged, a prior conviction for another crime,
disorderly persons offense, or petty disorderly persons offense shall not bar presenting an application seeking expungement
relief for the one criminal conviction and no more than three convictions for disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons
offenses that are the subject of the application; or

the person has been convicted of multiple crimes or a combination of one or more crimes and one or more disorderly persons
or petty disorderly persons offenses under the laws of this State, all of which are listed in a single judgment of conviction,
and does not otherwise have any subsequent conviction for another crime or offense in addition to those convictions included
in the expungement application, whether any such conviction was within this State or any other jurisdiction. Subject to the
provision of subsection e. of N.J.S.2C:52-14 requiring denial of an expungement petition when a person has had a previous
criminal conviction expunged, a prior conviction for another crime, disorderly persons offense, or petty disorderly persons
offense that is not listed in a single judgment of conviction shall not bar presenting an application seeking expungement relief
for the convictions listed in a single judgment of conviction that are the subject of the application; or

the person has been convicted of multiple crimes or a combination of one or more crimes and one or more disorderly persons
or petty disorderly persons offenses under the laws of this State, which crimes or combination of crimes and offenses were
interdependent or closely related in circumstances and were committed as part of a sequence of events that took place within
a comparatively short period of time, regardless of the date of conviction or sentencing for each individual crime or offense,

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/RelatedInformation/Flag?transitionType=Document&originationContext=docHeaderFlag&Rank=0&ppcid=c39967a505754c868724ecdfe3266fb4&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/NewJerseyStatutesCourtRules?transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0 
https://www.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/StatutesCourtRules/NewJerseyStatutesCourtRules?guid=NE46ED47F890B4C8D8754F726F2293ADB&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&rs=clbt1.0&vr=3.0 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&cite=lk(NJ2CD)&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=CM&sourceCite=N.J.S.A.+2C%3a52-2&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000045&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
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and the person does not otherwise have any subsequent conviction for another crime or offense in addition to those convictions
included in the expungement application, whether any such conviction was within this State or any other jurisdiction. Subject to
the provision of subsection e. of N.J.S.2C:52-14 requiring denial of an expungement petition when a person has had a previous
criminal conviction expunged, a prior conviction for another crime, disorderly persons offense, or petty disorderly persons
offense that was not interdependent or closely related in circumstances and was not committed within a comparatively short
period of time as described above shall not bar presenting an application seeking expungement relief for the convictions of
crimes or crimes and offenses that were interdependent or closely related and committed within a comparatively short period
of time, and that are the subject of the application.

For purposes of determining eligibility to present an expungement application to the Superior Court pursuant to this section,
a conviction for unlawful distribution of, or possessing or having under control with intent to distribute, marijuana or hashish
in violation of paragraph (11) of subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:35-5, or a lesser amount of marijuana or hashish in violation of
paragraph (12) of subsection b. of that section, or a violation of either of those paragraphs and a violation of subsection a. of
section 1 of P.L.1987, c. 101 (C.2C:35-7) or subsection a. of section 1 of P.L.1997, c. 327 (C.2C:35-7.1), for distributing, or
possessing or having under control with intent to distribute, on or within 1,000 feet of any school property, or on or within 500
feet of the real property comprising a public housing facility, public park, or public building, or for obtaining or possessing
marijuana or hashish in violation of paragraph (3) of subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:35-10, or for an equivalent crime in another
jurisdiction, regardless of when the conviction occurred, shall not be considered a conviction of a crime within this State or any
other jurisdiction but shall instead be considered a conviction of a disorderly persons offense within this State or an equivalent
category of offense within the other jurisdiction, and a conviction for obtaining, possessing, using, being under the influence
of, or failing to make lawful disposition of marijuana or hashish in violation of paragraph (4) of subsection a., or subsection b.,
or subsection c. of N.J.S.2C:35-10, or a violation involving marijuana or hashish as described herein and using or possessing
with intent to use drug paraphernalia with that marijuana or hashish in violation of N.J.S.2C:36-2, or for an equivalent crime
or offense in another jurisdiction, regardless of when the conviction occurred, shall not be considered a conviction within this
State or any other jurisdiction.

The person, if eligible, may present the expungement application after the expiration of a period of five years from the date of
the person's most recent conviction, payment of any court-ordered financial assessment, satisfactory completion of probation
or parole, or release from incarceration, whichever is later. The term “court-ordered financial assessment” as used herein and
throughout this section means and includes any fine, fee, penalty, restitution, and other form of financial assessment imposed
by the court as part of the sentence for the conviction or convictions that are the subject of the application, for which payment
of restitution takes precedence in accordance with chapter 46 of Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes. The person shall submit
the expungement application to the Superior Court in the county in which the person resides or a county in which one or more
of the person's convictions were adjudged, which includes a duly verified petition as provided in N.J.S.2C:52-7 praying that the
conviction, or convictions if applicable, and all records and information pertaining thereto be expunged. The petition appended
to an application shall comply with the requirements set forth in N.J.S.2C:52-1 et seq.

Notwithstanding the provisions concerning the five-year time requirement, if, at the time of application, a court-ordered
financial assessment subject to collection under the comprehensive enforcement program established pursuant to P.L.1995, c.
9 (C.2B:19-1 et al.) is not yet satisfied due to reasons other than willful noncompliance, but the time requirement of five years
is otherwise satisfied, the person may submit the expungement application and the court may grant an expungement; provided,
however, that if expungement is granted the court shall enter a civil judgment for the unpaid portion of the court-ordered financial
assessment in the name of the Treasurer, State of New Jersey and transfer collections and disbursement responsibility to the
State Treasurer for the outstanding amount in accordance with section 8 of P.L.2017, c. 244 (C.2C:52-23.1). The Treasurer may
specify, and the Administrative Office of the Courts shall collaborate with, the technical and informational standards required
to effectuate the transfer of the collection and disbursement responsibilities. Notwithstanding any provision in this law or any
other law to the contrary, the court shall have sole discretion to amend the judgment.

https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a52-14&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a35-5&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a35-7&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I5E9C9BDF94-89476396983-8D90E545606)&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a35-7.1&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a35-10&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a35-10&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a36-2&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a52-7&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a52-1&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I454C829522-084DAC915AF-D1B93C9F250)&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I454C829522-084DAC915AF-D1B93C9F250)&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2B%3a19-1&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I463511C0F6-EB11E79401A-64F1D4F6CE6)&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 
https://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000045&cite=NJST2C%3a52-23.1&originatingDoc=N0A8CA1A1C92B11EFA61CE30EDF1CE981&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation) 


2C:52-2. Indictable offenses, NJ ST 2C:52-2

 © 2026 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works. 3

Additionally, an application may be filed and presented, and the court may grant an expungement pursuant to this section,
although less than five years have expired in accordance with the time requirements when the court finds:

(1) the court-ordered financial assessment is satisfied but less than five years have expired from the date of satisfaction, the time
requirement of five years is otherwise satisfied, and the court finds that the person substantially complied with any payment
plan ordered pursuant to N.J.S.2C:46-1 et seq. or could not do so due to compelling circumstances affecting the person's ability
to satisfy the assessment; or

(2) at least four but less than five years have expired from the date of the most recent conviction, payment of any court-ordered
financial assessment, satisfactory completion of probation or parole, or release from incarceration, whichever is later; and

the person has not been otherwise convicted of a crime, disorderly persons offense, or petty disorderly persons offense since
the time of the most recent conviction; and the court finds in its discretion that compelling circumstances exist to grant
the expungement. The prosecutor may object pursuant to section 11 of P.L.2019, c. 269 (C.2C:52-10.1), N.J.S.2C:52-11,
N.J.S.2C:52-14, or N.J.S.2C:52-24.

In determining whether compelling circumstances exist for the purposes of paragraph (1) of this subsection, a court may
consider any relevant information provided by the person submitting the application and the prosecutor, including the amount
of any court-ordered financial assessment imposed, the person's age at the time of the offense or offenses, the person's financial
condition, and other relevant circumstances regarding the person's ability to pay. However, regarding a determination of
compelling circumstances pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection or a determination of compelling circumstances pursuant
to any other part of this section, the person shall not be required to provide transcripts of plea or sentencing proceedings or be
required to provide any presentence reports with the application or any other filing.

b. Records of conviction pursuant to statutes repealed by this Code for the crimes of murder, manslaughter, treason, anarchy,
kidnapping, rape, forcible sodomy, arson, perjury, false swearing, robbery, embracery, a conspiracy or any attempt to commit
any of the foregoing, or aiding, assisting, or concealing persons accused of the foregoing crimes, shall not be expunged.

Records of conviction for the following crimes specified in the New Jersey Code of Criminal Justice shall not be subject
to expungement: N.J.S.2C:11-1 et seq. (Criminal Homicide), except death by auto as specified in N.J.S.2C:11-5 and strict
liability vehicular homicide as specified in section 1 of P.L.2017, c. 165 (C.2C:11-5.3); N.J.S.2C:13-1 (Kidnapping); section 1 of
P.L.1993, c. 291 (C.2C:13-6) (Luring or Enticing); section 1 of P.L.2005, c. 77 (C.2C:13-8) (Human Trafficking); N.J.S.2C:14-2
(Sexual Assault or Aggravated Sexual Assault); subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:14-3 (Aggravated Criminal Sexual Contact); if the
victim is a minor, subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:14-3 (Criminal Sexual Contact); if the victim is a minor and the offender is not
the parent of the victim, N.J.S.2C:13-2 (Criminal Restraint) or N.J.S.2C:13-3 (False Imprisonment); N.J.S.2C:15-1 (Robbery);
N.J.S.2C:17-1 (Arson and Related Offenses); subsection a. of N.J.S.2C:24-4 (Endangering the welfare of a child by engaging
in sexual conduct which would impair or debauch the morals of the child, or causing the child other harm); paragraph (4)
of subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:24-4 (Photographing or filming a child in a prohibited sexual act or for portrayal in a sexually
suggestive manner); paragraph (3) of subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:24-4 (Causing or permitting a child to engage in a prohibited
sexual act or the simulation of an act, or to be portrayed in a sexually suggestive manner); subparagraph (a) of paragraph (5)
of subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:24-4 (Distributing, possessing with intent to distribute or using a file-sharing program to store
items depicting the sexual exploitation or abuse of a child); subparagraph (b) of paragraph (5) of subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:24-4
(Possessing or viewing items depicting the sexual exploitation or abuse of a child); section 8 of P.L.2017, c. 141 (C.2C:24-4.1)
(Leader of a network to share child sexual abuse or exploitation material); N.J.S.2C:28-1 (Perjury); N.J.S.2C:28-2 (False
Swearing); paragraph (4) of subsection b. of N.J.S.2C:34-1 (Knowingly promoting the prostitution of the actor's child); section
2 of P.L.2002, c. 26 (C.2C:38-2) (Terrorism); subsection a. of section 3 of P.L.2002, c. 26 (C.2C:38-3) (Producing or Possessing
Chemical Weapons, Biological Agents or Nuclear or Radiological Devices); and conspiracies or attempts to commit such crimes.
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Records of conviction for any crime committed by a person holding any public office, position, or employment, elective or
appointive, under the government of this State or any agency or political subdivision thereof and any conspiracy or attempt to
commit such a crime shall not be subject to expungement if the crime involved or touched such office, position, or employment.

c. In the case of conviction for the sale or distribution of a controlled dangerous substance or possession thereof with intent to
sell, expungement shall be denied except where the crimes involve:

(1) Marijuana, where the total quantity sold, distributed, or possessed with intent to sell was less than one ounce;

(2) Hashish, where the total quantity sold, distributed, or possessed with intent to sell was less than five grams; or

(3) Any controlled dangerous substance provided that the conviction is of the third or fourth degree, where the court finds that
compelling circumstances exist to grant the expungement. The prosecutor may object pursuant to section 11 of P.L.2019, c. 269
(C.2C:52-10.1), N.J.S.2C:52-11, N.J.S.2C:52-14, or N.J.S.2C:52-24.

d. In the case of a State licensed physician or podiatrist convicted of an offense involving drugs or alcohol or pursuant to section
14 or 15 of P.L.1989, c. 300 (C.2C:21-20 or 2C:21-4.1), the petitioner shall notify the State Board of Medical Examiners upon
filing an application for expungement and provide the board with a copy thereof. The petitioner shall also provide to the court a
certification attesting that the requirements of this subsection were satisfied. Failure to satisfy the requirements of this subsection
shall be grounds for denial of the expungement application and, if applicable, administrative discipline by the board.

Credits
L.1979, c. 178, § 109, eff. Sept. 1, 1979. Amended by L.1989, c. 300, § 23, eff. Jan. 12, 1990; L.1993, c. 301, § 1, eff. Dec.
23, 1993; L.1994, c. 133, § 6, eff. Oct. 31, 1994; L.2009, c. 188, § 1, eff. March 13, 2010; L.2013, c. 136, § 3, eff. Aug. 14,
2013; L.2015, c. 261, § 2, eff. April 18, 2016; L.2017, c. 141, § 7, eff. Feb. 1, 2018; L.2017, c. 165, § 9, eff. July 21, 2017;
L.2017, c. 244, § 1, eff. Oct. 1, 2018; L.2019, c. 269, § 2, eff. Feb. 15, 2021; L.2023, c. 260, § 1, eff. Jan. 12, 2024; L.2024,
c. 92, § 9, eff. Nov. 18, 2024.

Editors' Notes

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STATEMENT WITH COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

Assembly Bill No. 5826 (First Reprint)--L.2023, c. 260

DATED: JANUARY 4, 2024

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably and with committee amendments the First Reprint of Assembly
Bill No. 5826.

This bill, as amended, makes various revisions to the expungement laws, including the clarification of several
provisions dealing with expungement procedures.
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First, concerning the filing of an application for expungement relief, the bill would establish that the person filing
the application would have the choice of filing in the Superior Court in the county in which the person resides, or in
a county in which one or more of the person’s convictions for which expungement is sought were adjudged. These
two options would provide more flexibility than the current application procedure, for which the person is required
to make the filing in the county in which the most recent conviction was adjudged.

Regarding a person’s general expungement eligibility, the law usually requires that the person wait to make an
application for a period of time, the length of which is determined by the number or types of crimes or offenses
for which the expungement is sought, and is counted from such events as the most recent conviction, release from
incarceration, or payment of any court-ordered fine, fee, or other form of financial assessment, whichever event is
later. Several of the expungement statutes include two exceptions which permit a person to get an expungement when
either (1) the person has fully satisfied the court-ordered financial assessment, but the time since that satisfaction does
not meet the applicable waiting period, or (2) the assessment could not be satisfied due to compelling circumstances
related to the person’s ability to pay, but the person otherwise qualifies for the expungement.

These exceptions do not currently exist for a “clean slate” expungement applied for pursuant to section 7 of P.L.2019,
c.269 (C.2C:52-5.3), which generally permits a person’s entire record of convictions and related information to be
expunged. The bill adds the eligibility exceptions related to the timing of the satisfaction of the financial assessment
or alternatively, the nonpayment due to compelling circumstances, in order for a person with either circumstance to
still obtain a “clean slate” expungement.

The bill also expressly incorporates into the “clean slate” expungement the eligibility to expunge convictions for one
or more municipal violations, which would not only make the statutory law more consistent with the New Jersey
Superior Court’s decision in State v. R.O.-S., 474 N.J. Super. 87 (Law. Div. 2021), permitting the inclusion of certain
municipal violations in a “clean slate” expungement, but extend the scope of the statute to cover all such violations.

For all of the expungement statutes that involve the above described compelling circumstances analysis to determine
whether an expungement may be granted even though there is a nonpayment of court-ordered financial assessments,
the bill further provides, regarding the court’s determination, that a person would not be required to provide transcripts
of plea or sentencing proceedings, or be required to provide any presentence reports with the expungement application
or any other filing. This restriction on the information to be provided by the person would also apply to any other
statutory compelling circumstances analysis not tied to court-ordered financial assessments, such as the analysis
associated with whether to grant an expungement for a third- or fourth-degree conviction for the sale, possession
with intent to sell, or distribution of a controlled dangerous substance pursuant to paragraph (3) of subsection c. of
N.J.S.2C:52-2.

Finally, as introduced, the bill would have rendered a person ineligible to apply for an expungement for any crime,
disorderly persons offense, or petty disorderly persons offense, even if such acts were eligible to be expunged, if that
person had been convicted of any of the crimes enumerated in N.J.S.2C:52-2 that are ineligible for expungement.
Such crimes are generally those considered to be more serious, violent, or immoral in character, and include such acts
as: N.J.S.2C:11-1 et seq. (Criminal Homicide); N.J.S.2C:13-1 (Kidnapping); section 1 of P.L.1993, c.291 (C.2C:13-6)
(Luring or Enticing); section 1 of P.L.2005, c.77 (C.2C:13-8) (Human Trafficking); N.J.S.2C:14-2 (Sexual Assault
or Aggravated Sexual Assault); N.J.S.2C:15-1 (Robbery); N.J.S.2C:17-1 (Arson and Related Offenses); and acts by
public officials or employees constituting a crime involving or touching upon such officials’ or employees’ office,
position, or employment. The amendments revert the bill back to the current state of the law, so that a person with a
conviction that is ineligible for an expungement would still have an opportunity to expunge other, eligible convictions.

This bill, as amended and reported, is identical to Senate Bill No. 4211, also amended and reported today by the
committee.
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The committee amendments to the bill:

- establish, consistent with other categories of expungement, the above described two exceptions from the standard
waiting period before a person may apply for a “clean slate” expungement if the person has either (1) fully satisfied
any court-ordered fine, fee, or other financial assessment, but the time since that satisfaction does not meet the waiting
period, or (2) not satisfied the financial assessment, and the assessment could not be satisfied due to compelling
circumstances related to the person’s ability to pay, but the person otherwise qualifies for the expungement;

- no longer expressly permit a court to use the potential financial factors for a compelling circumstances analysis
regarding nonpayment of court-ordered financial assessments for making other types of expungement decisions which
are not directly tied to the financial circumstances of the person applying for an expungement;

- add a restriction for any financially based or non-financially based compelling circumstances analysis which prevents
a person from having to provide transcripts of plea or sentencing proceedings, or providing any presentence reports
with an expungement application or any other filing;

- restore the ability of a person with a conviction that is ineligible for expungement, as described above in the statement,
to still expunge other, eligible convictions; and

- amend the bill’s title to reflect the changes made by the amendments.

SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STATEMENT WITH COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

Senate Bill No. 3307--L.2017, c. 244

DATED: JUNE 29, 2017

The Senate Judiciary Committee reports favorably and with committee amendments Senate Bill No. 3307.

This bill, as amended, would revise procedures for expunging criminal and other records and information, including
the shortening of certain waiting periods before a person may seek an expungement and increasing the number of
convictions which may be expunged.

Concerning the expungement of one or more criminal convictions, the bill sets forth the following categories of
eligible persons:

- a person who has been convicted of one crime, and does not otherwise have any prior or subsequent conviction
for another crime;

- a person who has been convicted of one crime and less than four disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons
offenses, and does not otherwise have any prior or subsequent conviction for another crime or for another disorderly
persons or petty disorderly persons offense such that the total number of convictions for offenses exceeds three;

- a person who has been convicted of multiple crimes, or a combination of multiple crimes and disorderly persons
or petty disorderly persons offenses, all of which are listed in a single judgment of conviction, and the person does
not otherwise have any prior or subsequent conviction for another crime or offense in addition to those convictions
included in the person’s expungement application; or
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- a person who has been convicted of multiple crimes or a combination of multiple crimes and disorderly persons or
petty disorderly persons offenses, which crimes or combination of crimes and offenses were interdependent or closely
related in circumstances and were committed as part of a sequence of events that took place within a comparatively
short period of time (a so-called “crime spree”), regardless of the date of conviction or sentencing for each individual
crime or offense, and the person does not otherwise have any prior or subsequent conviction for another crime or
offense in addition to those convictions included in the person’s expungement application.

If a person with one or more criminal convictions is eligible as described above for expungement relief, the
expungement application may generally proceed so long as one of the following time period requirements is met:

- six years have passed with respect to all aspects of satisfying the most recent conviction (six years from the date of
conviction, payment of fine, satisfactory completion of probation or parole, and release from incarceration);

- the payment of a fine, which is currently subject to collection under the State’s comprehensive enforcement program
established pursuant to P.L.1995, c.9 (C.2B:19-1 et seq.), is not yet satisfied due to reasons other than willful
misconduct, but the six-year time requirement is otherwise met.

- the fine is satisfied, but six years have not passed since doing so, and the six-year time requirement is otherwise
met; or

- at least five but less than six years have passed with respect to all aspects of satisfying the conviction (this expedited
expungement would also require, as it does under current law, the person to show that it is in the public interest to
permit such expungement).

As expressed in the bill, the term “fine,” in reference to measuring any applicable time period requirement for
determining the satisfaction thereof, means and includes any fine, restitution, and other court-ordered financial
assessment imposed by the court as part of the sentence for the conviction, for which payment of restitution takes
precedence in accordance with applicable law.

Whenever the court granted expungement relief to a person with an outstanding fine, the court would, utilizing the
comprehensive enforcement program, provide for the continued collection of any amount owed that is necessary to
satisfy the fine or for the entry of civil judgment for the outstanding amount. Once the person’s records and information
was expunged, information regarding the nature of such financial assessments or their derivation from expunged
criminal convictions would not be disclosed to the public. Any record of a civil judgment would be entered in the name
of the State Treasurer, and administered by the State Treasurer in cooperation with the comprehensive enforcement
program without disclosure of any information related to the underlying criminal nature of the assessments.

The court, after providing appropriate due process, could nullify an expungement granted to a person with an
outstanding fine if the person willfully fails to comply with an established payment plan or otherwise cooperate
with the comprehensive enforcement program to facilitate the collection of any amounts that remain due. In the
event of nullification, the court could restore the previous expungement granted after the person complies with the
payment plan or otherwise cooperates with the comprehensive enforcement program to facilitate the collection of
any outstanding amounts owed.

With respect to criminal convictions for the sale, distribution, or possession with intent to sell marijuana or hashish,
the bill amends the expungement law to establish general expungement eligibility for a low-level offender consistent
with how such an offender’s crime is graded under the State’s Criminal Code. This consistency would also apply to a
young low-level offender (21 years of age or less at the time of the offense) who is granted special eligibility to make
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an expungement application after one year from the date of the conviction, termination of probation or parole, or
discharge from custody, whichever date is later in time. Eligibility would be extended to all such convicted offenders
when the crime is graded as a crime of the fourth degree, based on the amount of the drug being:

- less than one ounce of marijuana (the current law provides eligibility for a smaller amount, 25 grams (0.89 ounce)
or less); or

- less than five grams (less than 0.17 ounce) of hashish (the current law provides eligibility for a slightly higher amount
of five grams (0.17 ounce) or less).

The new amounts set forth in the bill are derived from the amounts used to grade the crime as a crime of the fourth
degree under the State’s Criminal Code. See N.J.S.2C:35-5, subsection b., paragraph (12). As such, this would create
a legal consistency between expungement law eligibility and grading under the Criminal Code, such that any fourth
degree crime involving the sale, distribution, or possession with intent to sell marijuana or hashish would be generally
eligible for expungement, and in the case of a young offender, the special eligibility for expungement after a one-year
time period would consistently apply. This is not currently the case, because the amounts set forth in the expungement
law are different than the amounts used to grade the crime.

Concerning a person with one or more convictions for disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offenses (but
no criminal convictions), the bill sets forth eligibility as follows:

- a person who has been convicted on the same or separate occasions of no more than four disorderly persons offenses,
no more than four petty disorderly persons offenses, or a combination of no more than four disorderly persons and
petty disorderly persons offenses, and the person does not otherwise have any prior or subsequent conviction for a
disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offense such that the total number of convictions for such offenses
exceeds four;

- a person who has been convicted of multiple disorderly persons offenses or multiple petty disorderly persons
offenses, or a combination of multiple disorderly persons and petty disorderly persons offenses, which convictions
were entered the same day, and the person does not otherwise have any prior or subsequent conviction for another
offense in addition to those convictions included in the person’s expungement application; or

- a person who has been convicted of multiple disorderly persons offenses or multiple petty disorderly persons
offenses, or a combination of multiple disorderly persons and petty disorderly persons offenses, all of which were
part of a “crime spree” (described in the same manner as above with respect to a spree which resulted in multiple
criminal convictions).

If a person with one or more convictions for disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offenses is eligible as
described above for expungement relief, the expungement application may proceed so long as one of the following
time period requirements is met:

- five years have passed with respect to all aspects of satisfying the conviction;

- the fine is satisfied, but five years have not passed since doing so, and the five-year time requirement is otherwise
met; or

- at least three but less than five years have passed with respect to all aspects of satisfying the conviction (this expedited
expungement would also require, as it does under current law, the person to show that it is in the public interest to
permit such expungement, similar to the expedited “public interest” expungement process for criminal convictions).
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As is the case with an expungement involving one or more criminal convictions, the amendments provide that the
term “fine,” in reference to measuring any applicable time period requirement for determining the satisfaction thereof,
means and includes any fine, restitution, and other court-ordered financial assessment imposed by the court as part of
the sentence for the conviction, for which payment of restitution takes precedence in accordance with applicable law.

The bill provides a one-time limit on a person receiving an expungement involving any criminal conviction
(continuing the current law’s one-time limit), as well as a one-time limit for receiving an expungement of multiple
convictions pertaining to multiple disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offenses, which convictions were
entered the same day or which convictions constituted a “crime spree.”

Finally, the bill would remove a bar on expungement eligibility for any person with one or more convictions for
crimes, disorderly persons offenses, or petty disorderly persons offenses, who, prior or subsequent to the conviction
or convictions for which expungement is sought had criminal charges dismissed following the completion of a
supervisory treatment or other diversion program. The dismissal of criminal charges in such manner would no longer
be an automatic bar to the person seeking and obtaining the relief of expungement. However, even if the person is
successful in expunging any convictions, the expunged records would remain available for subsequent review for
purposes of determining whether to grant or deny the person another entry into a supervisory treatment or diversion
program for new charges. See N.J.S.2C:52-20 and 2C:52-27, subsection b.

The committee amendments to the bill:

- update the categories of persons with one or more criminal convictions who would be eligible for expungement
relief, as described above;

- update the categories of persons with one or more convictions for disorderly persons offenses or petty disorderly
persons offenses (and no criminal convictions) who would be eligible for expungement relief, as described above;

- update the time period requirements that need to be met in order for a person to proceed with an application to
expunge one or more convictions for a crime of offense, as described above;

- provide that the term “fine,” in reference to measuring any applicable time period requirements for determining the
satisfaction thereof for proceeding with an expungement application, means and includes any fine, restitution, and
other court-ordered financial assessment imposed by the court as part of the sentence for the conviction, for which
payment of restitution takes precedence in accordance with applicable law;

- add provisions which would permit the court to nullify an expungement granted to a person with an outstanding fine
if the person willfully fails to comply with an established payment plan or otherwise cooperate with the comprehensive
enforcement program to facilitate the amounts that remain due, and only restore the expungement once the person
complies with the payment plan or otherwise cooperates with the comprehensive enforcement program;

- revise the provisions in the underlying bill to maintain the one-time limit on a person receiving an expungement for
multiple convictions pertaining to multiple disorderly persons or petty disorderly persons offenses, which convictions
were entered the same day or which convictions constituted a “crime spree” - the revision is an update to the
descriptions of the various categories of persons who are eligible for expungement relief, making these descriptions
consistent throughout the bill;
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- remove a provision which would have permitted the sharing of expunged records with the Administrative Office of
the Courts (AOC) concerning any on-going obligations to pay restitution - this provision is unnecessary, as the AOC
is not directly involved in the collection or enforcement of any such obligations; and

- provide for a delayed effective date, updated to be the first day of the tenth month next following enactment (instead
of the third month), in order to provide additional time for the AOC to take necessary administrative action in advance
of the bill becoming law so that it can more effectively implement the reforms presented in the bill.

Notes of Decisions (91)

N. J. S. A. 2C:52-2, NJ ST 2C:52-2
Current with laws through L.2025, c. 271 and J.R. No. 17

End of Document © 2026 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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NEW JERSEY 
EXPUNGEMENT 
PROCESS:        
FAQ & HOW-TO 

STEP 4: My order was granted!            
Now what?  
 

Congratulations! Next, the New Jersey State 
Police (NJSP) and other designated        
agencies need to remove your record from 
their systems.  
  
You can check the status of your order by 
going to: expungement.njsp.gov   
 
Follow the instructions provided on the 
website to create an account.  
  
Once your account is created, click "Add 
Case" at the top right-hand corner and    
enter the number starting with "XP" listed at 
the top of your granted order. The status of 
your petition will appear under 
"Expungement Status Tracking > My Case 
List > Status.”   
 
When your status shows “complete,” your 
expungement has been processed and your 
record(s) will no longer appear in fingerprint
-based background checks, such as       
IdentoGO or FBI Rap Sheets.  

MOVE YOUR  FUTURE FORWARD  

Provided by the NJOPD          
Expungement  Unit  

What is an expungement?  

An expungement is the removal, sealing, 
impounding, or isolation of all records on file 
within any court, detention or correctional 
facility, law enforcement or criminal justice 
agency. A court-ordered expungement can 
remove the following information connected 
to fingerprint-based background checks:  

•   your arrest 

•   all court proceedings related to your case 

•   your criminal or juvenile conviction, and 

•   the outcome of your case (including your 
sentence)                                                            

See njcourts.gov/self-help/expunge-record  

Effect of expungement (NJSA 2C:52-27)  

Unless otherwise provided by law, if an order 
of expungement is granted, the arrest,           
conviction and any proceedings related   
thereto shall be deemed not to have occurred, 
and the petitioner may answer any questions      
relating to their occurrence accordingly,      
subject to a few exceptions.  

FUTURE EMPLOYMENT  
Once your expungement is granted and processed, 
you can answer “NO” when asked by a future         
employer if you have a criminal record!  
 
Unless: you are applying to work for the judiciary, 
corrections,  or in law enforcement . Your records will 
still be  accessible by these agencies. 2C:52-27.  

STEP 1: Do any of my convictions bar 
me from seeking an expungement?  
 
If you have been convicted of any of these 
crimes, you cannot obtain an                           
expungement. Seek a pardon consult.  
 
Criminal homicide N.J.S.A.  2C:11-1 
Robbery N.J.S.A. 2C:15-1 
Arson N.J.S.A. 2C:17-1 
1st and 2nd degree distribution/possession 

with intent to sell CDS 
Endangering the welfare of a child N.J.S.A 

2C:24-4 
Kidnapping N.J.S.A. 2C:13-1;6;8 
Sexual assault and criminal sexual contact 

N.J.S.A. 2C:14-2; 2C:14-3b;a 
Among other offenses such as crimes      

relating to child prostitution/pornography, 
terrorism, and perjury. 

 
IF YOU HAVE A BARRED CONVICTION, YOU 
MIGHT STILL QUALIFY FOR A PARDON  

GO TO  “SEEKING A PARDON” 

PLEASE NOTE: An expungement does not 
guarantee that your records will be cleared  by 
private criminal record companies using name 

and DOB search criteria. You must provide the 

private company a copy of your granted        

expungement order for removal.  In contrast, 

once the NJ State Police process your order, your 

record will be clear in fingerprint-based record 

searches. 

NJOPD Expungement Unit 

25 Market Street 
P.O. Box 850 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
P: 609-940-7824  
E: dc.expungement@opd.nj.gov 



***EARLY PATHWAY***  

To apply for a regular expungement   
3-4 years after your last conviction 
or completion of sentence, you 
MUST have:  
 Paid off all of your fines at the 

time of sentencing or prior to 
completing probation/parole  

 Include a compelling                
circumstances statement   

COMPELLING CIRCUMSTANCES 

Include a statement if:  
 You are applying for early pathway  
 Your fines have not been paid off  
 You have a 3rd or 4th degree          

conviction for distribution/
manufacturing/possession with    
intent to sell CDS  

 
Examples to include (be specific!):   
 You want to apply for a job/ expand 

opportunities 
 You want to apply to school/license 
 Past efforts to rehabilitate yourself/

community involvement  

 Juvenile adjudications,      

dismissals, and PTI          

completions may be expunged 

SEEKING A PARDON  

If your conviction bars you from 
currently seeking an expungement, 
you may be eligible to apply for your 
barred conviction to be pardoned by 
the Governor.  

If your barred conviction is pardoned, 
you may be eligible to expunge your 
entire record.  

Although the Expungement Unit 
cannot directly assist you with the 
pardon process at this time, we can 
provide instructions on how you can 
submit a pardon application on your 
own.  

Submitting an application does not 
guarantee you will receive a pardon, 
but we strongly recommend  
applying as it can only benefit you!  
  

To request Pro Se Pardon  
Instructions to begin the process on 
your own, reach out to:   

P: 609-940-7824  
E: dc.expungement@opd.nj.gov 
 

 

 

 

STEP 2: I don’t have a barred conviction!  
Can I apply today, or do I need to wait? 

PATH 1: REGULAR EXPUNGEMENT  
 No more than 1 criminal conviction  
 No more than 3 disorderly persons 

convictions 
 4-5 years have passed since your last 

conviction/completion of sentence 
(probation/prison/parole.)*** 

 Municipal ordinances convictions must 
be filed separately  

 
PATH 2: REGULAR EXPUNGEMENT  
 No criminal convictions  
 No more than 5 disorderly persons 

convictions 
 3-5 years have passed since your last 

conviction/completion of sentence.*** 
 Municipal ordinances convictions must 

be filed separately if more than 2 
disorderly persons convictions 

 
PATH 3: REGULAR EXPUNGEMENT   
 No criminal convictions 
 No more than 2 disorderly persons 

convictions  
 May include an unlimited number of 

municipal ordinance convictions 
 2 years have passed since your last  
         conviction/completion of sentence or 
         payment of fine 
 
PATH 4: CLEAN SLATE EXPUNGEMENT  
 2 or more criminal convictions  and/or 
         6 or more disorderly persons 
         convictions 
 10 years have passed since your last 

conviction/completion of sentence 

STEP 3: I’m eligible to apply now! How? 
 
EXPUNGEMENT WEBSITE HOW-TO  
www.njcourts.gov/self-help/expunge-record  
1.Start by going to the website listed above and watch 

training videos and click the link for the                         
step-by-step guide from Legal Services of NJ.  

2.Use the links on the above website to find a case        
number for yourself from Superior/Municipal court 

3.Click on “First Time User” and create an account  

4.Login to the  eCourts Expungement System  

5.Click Initiate Expungement  

6.Enter your case number by selecting either “Criminal”    
or “Municipal”  and hit “search”  

7.Click “Initiate” and select either “Regular” or “Clean 
Slate.” (See Step 2 on previous page)  

8.PETITION SCREEN: Update your address and select  
next at bottom of screen.  Continue to hit next at    
each following screen once you complete it. 

9.RETRIEVED CASES: Don’t remove any cases, unless   
you are positive they do not belong to you.   

10.ADDITIONAL CASES: Add any out-of-state                
charges.  (***These are not expunged but must       
be disclosed***) 

11.CASE LIST : Select ALL CASES, unless you are doing       
a Path 1 or 2 regular expungement (see Step 2).      
Then remove any ordinance convictions by unclicking 

12.VERIFICATIONS:  
 Select the first three boxes  
 Box 5: Input compelling circumstances if you 
 still owe fines or paid your fines late.  
 Box 6: Input compelling circumstances                
 statement if you were convicted of a 3rd or            
 4th-degree  distribution of CDS.  
IMPORTANT:  Select box for OPD representation 
13.PROPOSED ORDER: Review PCH, Proposed Order,  

and Petition. Hit Submit.  
14.The OPD Unit will assist with any objections.  
15.Order granted —> See Step 4.  

https://www.njcourts.gov/self-help/expunge-record

