Fireside Chat with the New Jersey Attorney General Jennifer Davenport

New Jersey Attorney General Jennifer Davenport will discuss the agency’s priorities and
goals in a fireside chat.
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AG Davenport Announces Recent Landmark Victories Strengthening Protections
Against Gun Violence for New Jersey Communities

https://www.njoag.gov/ag-davenport-announces-recent-landmark-victories-
strengthening-protections-against-gun-violence-for-new-jersey-communities/

Attorney General Davenport Co-Leads Letter Demanding That Federal Attorneys
Adhere to Ethics Standards

https://www.njoag.gov/attorney-general-davenport-co-leads-letter-demanding-that-
federal-attorneys-adhere-to-ethics-standards/

Attorney General Davenport Co-Leads Amicus Brief Against Trump Administration’s
Targeting of Law Firms

https://www.njoag.gov/attorney-general-davenport-co-leads-amicus-brief-against-trump-
administrations-targeting-of-law-firms/

Sherrill taps Jennifer Davenport to be next AG

https://www.njspotlightnews.org/video/sherrill-taps-jennifer-davenport-to-be-next-ag/
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Meet Attorney General Davenport

Jennifer Davenport became the Acting Attorney General of New Jersey on January 20, 2026
following her nomination by Gov. Mikie Sherrill, then was confirmed to that role by the New
Jersey Senate in a unanimous vote on February 24, 2026.

As New Jersey’s chief law enforcement officer, the Attorney General oversees over 42,000
state and local law enforcement officers and the 8,000 employees of the Department of
Law and Public Safety. The Department’s responsibilities touch upon nearly every aspect of
life in New Jersey. Its sweeping responsibilities include investigating and prosecuting
crimes, representing state interests in court, and enforcing strong consumer protection

and civil rights statutes. As Attorney General, Jennifer’s priorities include protecting our
communities from gun violence; combating human trafficking; protecting the physical and
mental health of children, including from threats online; promoting a robust affordability
agenda; and protecting New Jersey residents from attacks on their pocketbooks and their
rights coming out of Washington, DC.

Jennifer arrives to the position of Attorney General with a long career in public service and
with law enforcement. Jennifer served for four years as New Jersey’s First Assistant
Attorney General and Principal Law Enforcement Advisor, where Jennifer worked with law
enforcement leaders and prosecutors across the State to promote public safety, including
by tackling gun crimes and human trafficking. Jennifer previously spent seven years as an
Assistant U.S. Attorney at the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of New Jersey, including
as Chief of the General Crimes Unit, where she trained new prosecutors and oversaw gang
prosecutions.

Jennifer also spent years working within law enforcement agencies. Jennifer served as
Division Counsel to the New Jersey Division of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration,
working to help DEA tackle the fentanyl crisis. She served as the New Jersey Commissioner
on the Waterfront Commission, where she tackled corruption in the New York and New
Jersey harbors. And before and during law school, she worked as an intelligence analyst at
the DEA.

Jennifer served in the private sector as a Senior Director for Compliance and as Deputy
General Counsel and Chief Litigation Counsel at PSEG. She worked as a litigation associate
at two major national law firms. And early in her career, she clerked for Chief Judge John W.
Bissell of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey.

Jennifer graduated from DeSales University and received her J.D. from Seton Hall University
School of Law. Jennifer grew up in Cape May County and she currently lives in Monmouth
County with her two daughters.
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A seasoned trial lawyer, negotiator, and crisis manager, Christopher Porrino possesses a rare combination of real-world pragmatism and strategic problem-
solving skills forged in courtrooms, in the halls of government, and in the glare of the national media spotlight. Chris returned to Lowenstein Sandler in 2018
after serving as the 60th Attorney General of New Jersey. Previously, he served as Chief Counsel to Governor Chris Christie.

As Chair of the firm’s Litigation department, Chris helps Fortune 500 clients achieve critical goals and defend against seemingly insurmountable challenges. He
advises and represents businesses and individuals in civil, criminal, and regulatory matters involving securities, consumer fraud, banking, alcoholic beverage
control, gaming, cannabis, energy, insurance, tax, antitrust, real estate, and the environment, among others. He also conducts internal investigations for clients
faced with allegations of wrongdoing or suspected wrongdoing by insiders.

Chris is a skilled and media-savvy crisis manager who works with private and public companies, governments, not-for-profits, and individuals regardless of
political affiliation. As Chief Counsel during "Bridgegate,” he guided a Republican administration through adversity. More recently, he was hired by the
Democratic administration of Governor Phil Murphy to represent his office in connection with a legislative inquiry into an alleged sexual assault and certain
hiring practices.

While leading one of the most powerful Attorney General Offices in the nation, Chris indicted and convicted the mayor of New Jersey'’s third-largest city. He
oversaw the implementation of bail reform, the most significant reform of New Jersey’s criminal justice system in its history, via a model that is now being
replicated nationally. The New York Times called the reform a “historic day for civil rights.”

As Attorney General, Chris took forceful action against anti-Semitism and other forms of discrimination, and pioneered the country’s strictest opioid prescribing
rules, paving the way for an almost immediate and very steep reduction in the number of opioid painkillers prescribed by physicians in New Jersey. His
approach has been followed by other state Attorney Generals. In addition, Chris worked to improve trust between police and the communities they serve, and
led the planned closure of a Civil War-era youth prison in one of the most significant reforms in the history of the state’s juvenile justice system.

Chris first entered public service in 2012 as Director of the Division of Law within the New Jersey Attorney General's Office. In that post, he led a team of 500
civil lawyers, overseeing thousands of litigation matters and dozens of trials on behalf of the state's various departments and agencies, including the
Departments of Environmental Protection, Banking and Insurance, and Transportation, as well as the Division of Consumer Affairs. As Director, he personally
handled and argued some of the state’s most sensitive and important cases, both at the trial court level and in the New Jersey Supreme Court. As Chief
Counsel, where as one of only two direct reports to the Governor, Chris had broad responsibility for judicial appointments, legislative matters, and all state
authorities, including the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Earlier in his career, he served as a law clerk to then-Magistrate Judge Freda L. Wolfson, who later served as Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the
District of New Jersey.

HONORS & AWARDS

> Chambers USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business (all years eligible since 2009)
> New Jersey Law Journal: Attorney of the Year (2018)
Awarded to a lawyer who “made his or her mark on the profession, and in the law, with an achievement that goes beyond service to the client.” Chris
received the honor in recognition of his significant achievements while serving as New Jersey State Attorney General, as profiled in the law journal’s video
and article.
> The College of New Jersey's Criminology Student Association: Gene Carte Memorial Award (2018)
Received the Gene Carte Memorial Award for criminal justice reform efforts and other achievements while serving as New Jersey State Attorney General
> Newark North Jersey Committee of Black Churchmen (2018)
Received the Dr. Edward W. Verner Award for outstanding service to the people of New Jersey
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National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) (2017)

Received Achievement Award for “Bridging the Gap” Between Communities and Police

Seton Hall University School of Law (2017)

Received Public Servant Award

Chabad House — Lubavitch (2016)

Received Ner Tamid, Eternal Light Award

New Jersey Super Lawyers, published by Super Lawyers, part of Thomson Reuters (all years eligible since 2009)
NJBIZ: NJBIZ: Power 100 (2015, 2017, 2020-2024)

NEWS & INSIGHTS

Publications

>

December 16, 2025

"Jennifer Davenport is the attorney general NJ deserves | Opinion,” North Jersey Media Group
Christopher Porrino

September 5, 2025

"Should the next governor rein in NJ agencies’ legal independence?," New Jersey Monitor
Christopher Porrino

February 5, 2023

"Bail Reform: New York’s mistakes must not jeopardize New Jersey’s success," NJ.com

Christopher Porrino

July 24, 2022

"Former AG: Local prosecutors need to step up and shut down New Jersey’s lllegal cannabis market," NJ.com
Christopher Porrino, Peter Slocum

May 23, 2021

"We can’t legislate the public’s trust in police,” NJ.com

Christopher Porrino

December 22, 2020

"New Jersey’s new police use of force policy is another step in the right direction," NJ.com
Christopher Porrino,

November 15, 2020

"Now that the election is over, can we fix our federal courts?," NJ.com

Christopher Porrino

April 14, 2020

"PPP Loans For Startups/Growth Companies—Former Attorney General’s Perspective—Lessons From Hurricane Sandy & 9/11," Forbes
Ed Zimmerman, Christopher Porrino, Kathleen A. McGee, Kimberly E. Lomot, Lowell A. Citron

March 24, 2020

"Price Gouging Investigations Are Ramping Up—What Your Business Needs to Know," Litigation Client Alert
Christopher Porrino, Peter Slocum, Kathleen A. McGee

March 22, 2020

"“Essential” Versus “Non-Essential” Under New York, New Jersey, and Federal Law," Litigation Client Alert
Christopher Porrino, Peter Slocum

March 20, 2020

"Are you “essential”’?," Litigation Client Alert

Christopher Porrino, Peter Slocum

February 14, 2020

"lllinois bail reformers: New Jersey’s model works, plain and simple.," Chicago Tribune

Christopher Porrino,

January 28, 2020

"N.Y. please read this. Your bail reform is in trouble because you’re making 2 big mistakes.," NJ.com
Christopher Porrino,

January 16, 2019

"Law Enforcement Ramps Up Enforcement of EDA Incentives,” Litigation Client Alert

Christopher Porrino
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