
Handling Sex Abuse Cases 

This is an opportunity to learn the latest developments and issues in handling sex abuse 
cases from defense, plaintiff, and bankruptcy perspectives. 
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• The topics discussed in this outline, and the issues raised in this presentation, are presented for academic purposes only 
and do not reflect the views of the attorney involved, his law firm, or clients he may represent in ongoing pending matters.
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MATERIALS AND DISCUSSION DISCLAIMER
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• Mediators are neutral third-parties who help opposing 
parties resolve conflict

• Avoid the unpredictability and expense of litigation 
especially where litigation would be: 

̶ Drawn-out 

̶ Expensive 

̶ Highly fact-driven

• Non-binding  

̶ The mediators can make suggestions but cannot 
issue orders or require parties to do something. 

• Mediation styles vary by mediator

̶ Can meet with parties separately or together

̶ Meet with survivors with or without their 
attorneys

̶ Court can appoint a mediator but cannot dictate 
how that mediation is conducted
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BANKRUPTCY MEDIATION
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ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED THROUGH MEDIATION

What property constitutes 
property of the estate

Value of 
Survivor claims

Abuse claim 
administration procedure

Amount to be paid by the 
debtor, its affiliates, and 

insurance carriers to obtain 
releases

Availability of insurance 
proceeds
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• Since 2004, over 40 Catholic diocese and non-profit religious institutions have filed for bankruptcy protection to address 
claims asserted against them by survivors of sexual abuse.

• In virtually every case, the debtor, its insurers and an official committee of unsecured creditors representing the interests of
survivors agreed to mediation in the hopes that a consensual resolution could be efficiently achieved.  

• While that goal was reached in many of the earlier sexual abuse cases, gradually, finding global consensus among all of 
the parties has become harder to come by.  

• Cases have lingered, becoming more expensive and in turn, more traumatic for survivors. All the while survivors’ and 
potential witnesses’ memories fade and some survivors and potential witnesses pass away.  
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GRIDLOCK ALERT
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• The maintenance of the automatic stay has allowed insurers to hide behind their coverage positions.  

• Judge Christopher Klein recently acknowledged in the Sacramento Diocese Chapter 11 case:  

̶ “[T]he insurers . . . are now basking in the shelter of the automatic stay, without which, they would be paying for 
legions of defense counsel to conduct discovery in the pending state-court litigation pursuant to their duty to 
defend.”  

Mem. Order on Mot. to Authorize Presentation of Survivor Statements at 4, In re The Roman Cath. Bishop of 
Sacramento, No. 24-21326 (Bankr. E.D. Cal. Mar. 7, 2025), [Dkt. No. 1153].  

• Where the threat of looming trials does not exist, progress in diocesan cases has slowed to a glacial pace. 

• Survivors' inability to prosecute cases against a diocesan debtor against the Insurers has impeded the path to global 
resolution because it has failed to force the Insurers to come to the table and negotiate fairly and in good faith.  

lowenstein.com 6

WHAT’S THE HOLD UP?
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Lifting the Automatic Stay

• Lifting the automatic stay will force all parties to face risk of loss in State Court.  

• Just as the Insurers face the risk that they may be held liable for survivor claims under their policies, survivors run the risk
that the Debtor and/ or the Insurers hold valid defenses to abuse claims that will absolve the Insurers of liability.  

• It is the fact that all parties are faced with the courthouse steps that will push the parties towards each other in mediation. 

• Bankruptcy Courts around the country have begun to realize that lifting the automatic stay to allow tort cases to proceed in 
the tort system is a tool that can spur parties to settlement. 

• The Bankruptcy Court overseeing the Franciscan Friars bankruptcy case recently granted a motion filed by the debtor and 
the committee to lift the automatic stay for four to eight cases to facilitate mediation.
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CLEARING UP GRIDLOCK
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• Other Bankruptcy Courts have granted similar relief even where the Debtor objected to a lifting of the automatic stay:

̶ The Diocese of Buffalo bankruptcy court recognized that “[l]itigated disputes are often settled on the courthouse 
steps.  By pushing litigants closer to a trial of tort claims, we hope that the parties may better appreciate their risks 
and the benefits of a consensual plan.”   The court therein entered an order granting 17 motions filed on behalf of 
survivors to lift the automatic stay.   

̶ The Bankruptcy Court for the Archdiocese of San Francisco granted two sexual abuse survivors stay relief to 
pursue their state court actions while mediation sessions continue regarding a bankruptcy settlement. 

̶ The Bankruptcy Court for the Diocese of Albany granted seven sexual abuse survivors stay relief to pursue their 
state court actions while mediation sessions continue regarding a bankruptcy settlement. 

̶ In the Diocese of Rockville Centre, New York bankruptcy case, settlement was reached only weeks before jury 
selection was scheduled to begin in four separate state court actions by abuse survivors following the bankruptcy 
court’s denial of a preliminary injunction. 

̶ In the Diocese of Rochester, New York bankruptcy case, the committee and the diocese reached a settlement 
agreement in a matter of months after survivors were granted permission to proceed with their cases against 
parishes and other affiliates in state court.
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CLEARING UP GRIDLOCK (CONT’D)
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Should survivors explore Section 157 (b)(5) of the Bankruptcy Code, which provides:

• The district court shall order that personal-injury tort and wrongful-death claims shall be tried in the district court in which
the bankruptcy case is pending, or in the district court in the district in which the claim arose, as determined by the district
court in which the bankruptcy case is pending.

• Section 157 (b)(5) allows the district court to transfer cases related to a debtor’s estate to a single forum.  Its purpose is to 
centralize the administration of the bankruptcy estate and to eliminate the multiplicity of forums for the adjudication of parts
of a bankruptcy case.

• By centralizing cases under § 157 (b)(5), the court may be able to increase the debtor’s odds of developing a reasonable 
plan of reorganization, which will work a rehabilitation of the debtor and at the same time assure fair and nonpreferential
resolution of the claims.

• The effect of all this is that § 157 (b) (5) effectively means that all litigation pending in either state or federal court that is 
related to a mass tort bankruptcy can presumptively be transferred to the federal district court where the bankruptcy is 
pending, without regard to questions of removability, mandatory abstention, or the existence of federal question and/ or 
diversity jurisdiction. 

• This is one of the most powerful venue-transfer provisions in the entire U.S. Code.
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CLEARING UP GRIDLOCK (CONT’D)
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Estimation

• When the liquidation of individual claims would “unduly delay” the administration of the case, the Bankruptcy Code requires 
the court to estimate the value of those claims.  See 11 U.S.C. § 502(c).  

• Estimation proceedings are common in mass tort bankruptcies because it is not feasible to conduct hundreds of jury trials 
to liquidate all of the survivor claims filed against the Debtor before conducting a hearing on confirmation of a plan.

• Estimation plays an integral role in the bankruptcy process by enabling parties in interest and the court to prepare and 
evaluate a plan of reorganization without having to wait until every contingent or unliquidated claim is litigated to judgment.
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CLEARING UP GRIDLOCK (CONT’D)
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• Estimation proceedings are a common feature of bankruptcies, like this one, that involve many contingent and unliquidated 
tort claims. See, e.g.,: 

• In re G-I Holdings, Inc., 323 B.R. at 599–600 (finding some form of estimation of asbestos claims required because 
liquidation of present and future claims might “take years, actually lifetimes,” and “could possibly be the death knell for the 
successful reorganization of this debtor”);  

• In re Garlock Sealing Techs., LLC, 504 B.R. 71, 73 (Bankr. W.D.N.C. 2014) (determining the debtor’s responsibility for 
causing mesothelioma and estimating the aggregate amount of money required to satisfy its liability to present claimants 
and future victims);  

• In re Specialty Prod. Holding Corp., 2013 WL 2177694, at *1 (involving “estimation of the amount of contingent or 
unliquidated … mesothelioma claims caused by exposure to the Debtors’ asbestos”);  

• In re Chemtura Corp., 448 B.R. 635, 649 (Bankr. S.D.N.Y. 2011) (“Claims estimation under Section 502(c)(1), which most 
commonly is used with respect to prepetition claims, can be used for a variety of purposes, including determining voting 
rights on a reorganization plan, gauging plan feasibility, determining the likely aggregate amount of a related series of 
claims, setting claim distribution reserves, or (though this is less commonly wise) allowing claims.”).
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CLEARING UP GRIDLOCK (CONT’D)
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• In re Federal-Mogul Global Inc., 330 B.R. at 154  (finding trials of unliquidated personal injury and wrongful death asbestos 
claims would unduly delay administration of bankruptcy so that estimation was required: “[I]n accordance with the 
underlying principles in bankruptcy of promoting the quick and efficient administration of the estate, the estimation of the 
aggregate allowable amount on all . . . pending and future asbestos claims will be determined by this Court.”); 

• In re Eagle-Picher Indus., Inc., 189 B.R. 681, 682 (Bankr. S.D. Ohio, 1995), as amended (Dec. 14, 1995) (estimating 
“present and future asbestos-related personal injury claims in the aggregate” “so that a proper allocation of plan funding 
assets can be made as between the unsecured creditors and the PI Trust created by the plan”); 

• A.H. Robins Co., 788 F.2d at 1013–14 (“It is unlikely that all 8,000 to 10,000 claims which have been filed would have to be 
tried before an intelligent estimation of the claims could be made by the bankruptcy court. The interests of all the claimants 
and the public interest in a reasonable and fair reorganization combine in favor of an effort at an estimation of the Dalkon
Shield claims as a basis for formulating such a plan of reorganization and as a possible step in working out a mechanism 
acceptable to all the claimants for a dispute-resolution of their claims without burdening the estate with the tremendous 
expense of endless litigation and reducing if not exhausting, the assets available for paying those claims.”). 
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CHAPTER 120 

 

AN ACT concerning certain civil actions, and amending and supplementing various parts of 

the statutory law. 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

 

1. N.J.S.2A:14-2 is amended to read as follows: 

 

Actions for injury caused by wrongful act, appointment of guardian ad litem. 

 2A:14-2. a. Except as otherwise provided by law, every action at law for an injury to the 

person caused by the wrongful act, neglect or default of any person within this State shall be 

commenced within two years next after the cause of any such action shall have accrued; 

except that an action by or on behalf of a minor that has accrued for medical malpractice for 

injuries sustained at birth shall be commenced prior to the minor's 13th birthday.  

 b. In the event that an action by or on behalf of a minor that has accrued for medical 

malpractice for injuries sustained at birth is not commenced by the minor's parent or 

guardian prior to the minor's 12th birthday, the minor or a person 18 years of age or older 

designated by the minor to act on the minor's behalf may commence such an action.  For this 

purpose, the minor or designated person may petition the court for the appointment of a 

guardian ad litem to act on the minor's behalf. 

 

C.2A:14-2a  Statute of limitations for action at law resulting from certain sexual crimes 

against a minor. 

 2. a. (1) Every action at law for an injury resulting from the commission of sexual assault, 

any other crime of a sexual nature, a prohibited sexual act as defined in section 2 of 

P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse as defined in section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 

(C.2A:61B-1) against a minor under the age of 18 that occurred prior to, on or after the 

effective date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.) shall be commenced within 37 years 

after the minor reaches the age of majority, or within seven years from the date of reasonable 

discovery of the injury and its causal relationship to the act, whichever date is later. 

 (2) To the extent applicable, any action for an injury that occurred prior to the effective 

date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.) shall be subject to the provisions of subsection c. 

of section 1 of P.L.1959, c.90 (C.2A:53A-7) and P.L.2005, c.264 (C.2A:53A-7.4 et seq.), as 

amended by P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.). 

 b. (1) Every action at law for an injury resulting from the commission of sexual assault or 

any other crime of a sexual nature against a person 18 years of age or older that occurred 

prior to, on or after the effective date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.) shall be 

commenced within seven years from the date of reasonable discovery of the injury and its 

causal relationship to the act. 

 (2) To the extent applicable, any action for an injury that occurred prior to the effective 

date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.) shall be subject to the provisions of subsection c. 

of section 1 of P.L.1959, c.90 (C.2A:53A-7), as amended by P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et 

al.). 

 Nothing in this section is intended to preclude the court from finding that the statute o f 

limitations was tolled in an action because of the plaintiff’s mental state, physical or mental 

disability, duress by the defendant, or any other equitable grounds.  Such a finding shall be 

made after a plenary hearing.  The court may order an independent psychiatric evaluation of 

the plaintiff in order to assist in the determination as to whether the statute of limitations was 

tolled. 
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 c. (1) Every action at law for an injury that is commenced pursuant to this section shall 

proceed on an individual basis, and not proceed on behalf of a class in a class action, due to 

the particular circumstances, source of injury and its discovery, and damages relating to each 

occurrence or occurrences of sexual assault, any other crime of a sexual nature, a prohibited 

sexual act as defined in section 2 of P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse as defined 

in section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1) against either a minor under the age of 18 or a 

person 18 years of age or older.  

 (2) Any private, contractual arrangement intending to settle claims for occurrences 

described in paragraph (1) of this subsection on a class basis is against public policy and 

shall be void and unenforceable.  

 

 3. Section 6 of P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-6) is amended to read as follows: 

 

C.2A:30B-6  Commencement of action. 

 6. In any action for injury based on P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-1 et seq.), the cause of 

action shall accrue at the time of reasonable discovery of the injury and its causal 

relationship to the act.  The action shall be subject to the statute of limitations set forth in 

section 2 of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a).   

 

 4. Section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1) is amended to read as follows: 

 

C.2A:61B-1  Definitions; accrual of actions; proceedings. 

 1. a. As used in this act: 

 (1) "Sexual abuse" means an act of sexual contact or sexual penetration between a child 

under the age of 18 years and an adult.  A parent, resource family parent, guardian or other 

person standing in loco parentis who knowingly permits or acquiesces in sexual abuse by any 

other person also commits sexual abuse, except that it is an affirmative defense if the parent, 

resource family parent, guardian or other person standing in loco parentis was subjected to, 

or placed in, reasonable fear of physical or sexual abuse by the other person so as to 

undermine the person's ability to protect the child. 

 (2) "Sexual contact" means an intentional touching by the victim or actor, either directly 

or through clothing, of the victim's or actor's intimate parts for the purpose of sexually 

arousing or sexually gratifying the actor.  Sexual contact of the adult with himself must be in 

view of the victim whom the adult knows to be present. 

 (3) "Sexual penetration" means vaginal intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio or anal 

intercourse between persons or insertion of the hand, finger or object into the anus or vagina 

either by the adult or upon the adult's instruction. 

 (4) "Intimate parts" means the following body parts: sexual organs, genital area, anal 

area, inner thigh, groin, buttock or breast of a person. 

 (5) "Injury or illness" includes psychological injury or illness, whether or not 

accompanied by physical injury or illness. 

 b. In any civil action for injury or illness based on sexual abuse, the cause of action shall 

accrue at the time of reasonable discovery of the injury and its causal relationship to the act 

of sexual abuse.  Any such action shall be subject to the statute of limitations set forth in 

section 2 of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a). 

 c. (Deleted by amendment, P.L.2019, c.120) 
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 d. (1) Evidence of the victim's previous sexual conduct shall not be admitted nor reference 

made to it in the presence of a jury except as provided in this subsection.  When the 

defendant seeks to admit such evidence for any purpose, the defendant must apply for an 

order of the court before the trial or preliminary hearing, except that the court may allow the 

motion to be made during trial if the court determines that the evidence is newly discovered 

and could not have been obtained earlier through the exercise of due diligence. After the 

application is made, the court shall conduct a hearing in camera to determine the 

admissibility of the evidence.  If the court finds that evidence offered by the defendant 

regarding the sexual conduct of the victim is relevant and that the probative value of the 

evidence offered is not outweighed by its collateral nature or by the probability that its 

admission will create undue prejudice, confusion of the issues, or unwarranted invasion of 

the privacy of the victim, the court shall enter an order setting forth with specificity what 

evidence may be introduced and the nature of the questions which shall be permitted, and the 

reasons why the court finds that such evidence satisfies the standards contained in this 

section.  The defendant may then offer evidence under the order of the court.  

 (2) In the absence of clear and convincing proof to the contrary, evidence of the victim's 

sexual conduct occurring more than one year before the date of the offense charged is 

presumed to be inadmissible under this section. 

 (3) Evidence of the victim's previous sexual conduct shall not be considered relevant 

unless it is material to proving that the source of semen, pregnancy or disease is a person 

other than the defendant.  For the purposes of this subsection, "sexual conduct" shall mean 

any conduct or behavior relating to sexual activities of the victim, including but not limited 

to previous or subsequent experience of sexual penetration or sexual contact, use of 

contraceptives, living arrangement and life style. 

 e. (1) The court may, on motion and after conducting a hearing in camera, order the taking 

of the testimony of a victim on closed circuit television at the trial, out of the view of the 

jury, defendant, or spectators upon making findings as provided in paragraph (2) of this 

subsection. 

 (2) An order under this section may be made only if the court finds that the victim is 16 

years of age or younger and that there is a substantial likelihood that the victim would suffer 

severe emotional or mental distress if required to testify in open court. The order shall be 

specific as to whether the victim will testify outside the presence of spectators, the defendant, 

the jury, or all of them and shall be based on specific findings relating to the impact of the 

presence of each. 

 (3) A motion seeking closed circuit testimony under paragraph (1) of this subsection may 

be filed by: 

 (a) The victim or the victim's attorney, parent or legal guardian; 

 (b) The defendant or the defendant's counsel; or 

 (c) The trial judge on the judge's own motion. 

 (4) The defendant's counsel shall be present at the taking of testimony in camera.  If the 

defendant is not present, he and his attorney shall be able to confer privately with each other 

during the testimony by a separate audio system. 

 (5) If testimony is taken on closed circuit television pursuant to the provisions of this act, 

a stenographic recording of that testimony shall also be required.  A typewritten transcript of 

that testimony shall be included in the record on appeal.  The closed circuit testimony itself 

shall not constitute part of the record on appeal except on motion for good cause shown.  
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 f. (1) The name, address, and identity of a victim or a defendant shall not appear  on the 

complaint or any other public record as defined in P.L.1963, c.73 (C.47:1A-1 et seq.).  In 

their place initials or a fictitious name shall appear. 

 (2) Any report, statement, photograph, court document, complaint or any other public 

record which states the name, address and identity of a victim shall be confidential and 

unavailable to the public. 

 (3) The information described in this subsection shall remain confidential and unavailable 

to the public unless the victim consents to the disclosure or if the court, after a hearing, 

determines that good cause exists for the disclosure.  The hearing shall be held after notice 

has been made to the victim and to the defendant and the defendant's counsel.  

 (4) Nothing contained herein shall prohibit the court from imposing further restrictions 

with regard to the disclosure of the name, address, and identity of the victim when it deems it 

necessary to prevent trauma or stigma to the victim. 

 g. In accordance with R.5:3-2 of the Rules Governing the Courts of the State of New 

Jersey, the court may, on its own or a party's motion, direct that any proceeding or portion of 

a proceeding involving a victim sixteen years of age or younger be conducted in camera.  

 h. A plaintiff who prevails in a civil action pursuant to this act shall be awarded 

damages in the amount of $10,000, plus reasonable attorney's fees, or actual damages, 

whichever is greater.  Actual damages shall consist of compensatory and punitive damages 

and costs of suit, including reasonable attorney's fees.  Compensatory damages may include, 

but are not limited to, damages for pain and suffering, medical expenses, emotional trauma, 

diminished childhood, diminished enjoyment of life, costs of counseling, and lost wages.  

 

 5. Section 1 of P.L.1959, c.90 (C.2A:53A-7) is amended to read as follows: 

 

C.2A:53A-7  Immunity from liability for negligence. 

 1. a. No nonprofit corporation, society or association organized exclusively for religious, 

charitable or educational purposes or its trustees, directors, officers, employees, agents, 

servants or volunteers shall, except as is hereinafter set forth, be liable to respond in damages 

to any person who shall suffer damage from the negligence of any agent or servant of such 

corporation, society or association, where such person is a beneficiary, to whatever degree, 

of the works of such nonprofit corporation, society or association; provided, however, that 

such immunity from liability shall not extend to any person who shall suffer damage from the 

negligence of such corporation, society, or association or of its agents or servants where such 

person is one unconcerned in and unrelated to and outside of the benefactions of such 

corporation, society or association.   

  Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to grant immunity to any health care provider, 

in the practice of his profession, who is a compensated employee, agent or servant of any 

nonprofit corporation, society or association organized exclusively for religious, charitable or 

educational purposes.  

 b. No nonprofit corporation, society or association organized exclusively for hospital 

purposes or its trustees, directors, officers or volunteers shall, except as is hereinafter set 

forth, be liable to respond in damages to any person who shall suffer damage from the 

negligence of any agent or servant of such corporation, society or association, where such 

person is a beneficiary, to whatever degree, of the works of such nonprofit corporation, 

society or association; provided, however, that such immunity from liability shall not extend 

to any person who shall suffer damage from the negligence of such corporation, society, or 
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association or of its agents or servants where such person is one unconcerned in and 

unrelated to and outside of the benefactions of such corporation, society or association; but 

nothing herein contained shall be deemed to exempt the agent, employee or servant 

individually from their liability for any such negligence.  

 c. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to grant immunity to:  (1) any nonprofit 

corporation, society or association organized exclusively for religious, charitable, 

educational or hospital purposes, or its trustee, director, officer, employee, agent, servant or 

volunteer, causing damage by a willful, wanton or grossly negligent act of commission or 

omission, including sexual assault, any other crime of a sexual nature, a prohibited sexual act 

as defined in section 2 of P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse as defined in section 1 

of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1); (2) any trustee, director, officer, employee, agent, servant 

or volunteer causing damage as the result of the negligent operation of a motor vehicle; or 

(3) an independent contractor of a nonprofit corporation, society or association organized 

exclusively for religious, charitable, educational or hospital purposes. 

 

 6. Section 2 of P.L.2005, c.264 (C.2A:53A-7.5) is amended to read as follows: 

 

C.2A:53A-7.5  Application of act. 

 2. a. The provisions of this supplementary act, P.L.2005, c.264 (C.2A:53A-7.4 et seq.), 

shall apply prospectively and also shall be applicable to all civil actions for which the statute 

of limitations has not expired as of the effective date of this act, and subsequently, not 

expired as of the effective date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.), including the statute 

of limitations set forth in N.J.S.2A:14-2, section 2 of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a), section 1 

of P.L.1964, c.214 (C.2A:14-2.1), or any other statute. These applicable actions include but 

are not limited to matters filed with a court that have not yet been dismissed or finally 

adjudicated as of the effective date of this act or P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.). 

 b. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection a. of this section, the provisions of 

P.L.2005, c.264 (C.2A:53A-7.4 et seq.) shall apply to all civil actions for an injury resulting 

from an act that occurred prior to the effective date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.), 

and these actions shall be subject to the statute of limitations set forth in section 2 of 

P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a). 

 

C.59:2-1.3  Liability for public entity. 

 7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, including but not limited 

to the “New Jersey Tort Claims Act," N.J.S.59:1-1 et seq., a public entity is liable in an 

action at law for an injury resulting from the commission of sexual assault, any other crime 

of a sexual nature, a prohibited sexual act as defined in section 2 of P.L.1992, c.7 

(C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse as defined in section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1). 

 

 8. N.J.S.59:8-3 is amended to read as follows: 

 

Claims for damages against public entities; inapplicability. 

 59:8-3.  Claims for damages against public entities. a. Except as otherwise provided in 

this section, no action shall be brought against a public entity or public employee under this 

act unless the claim upon which it is based shall have been presented in accordance with the 

procedure set forth in this chapter. 
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 b. The procedural requirements of this chapter shall not apply to an action at law for an 

injury resulting from the commission of sexual assault, any other crime of a sexual nature, a 

prohibited sexual act as defined in section 2 of P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse 

as defined in section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1).  

 

C.2A:14-2b  Commencement of actions regardless of statute of limitations. 

 9.  a. Notwithstanding the statute of limitations provisions of N.J.S.2A:14-2, section 2 of 

P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a), section 1 of P.L.1964, c.214 (C.2A:14-2.1), or any other 

statute, an action at law for an injury resulting from the commission of sexual assault, any 

other crime of a sexual nature, a prohibited sexual act as defined in section 2 of P.L.1992, c.7 

(C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse as defined in section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1), that 

occurred prior to the effective date of P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.), and which action 

would otherwise be barred through application of the statute of limitations, may be 

commenced within two years immediately following the effective date. 

 b. To the extent applicable, any action brought during the two-year period pursuant to 

subsection a. of this section shall be subject to the provisions of subsection c. of section 1 of 

P.L.1959, c.90 (C.2A:53A-7) and P.L.2005, c.264 (C.2A:53A-7.4 et seq.), as amended by 

P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-2a et al.). 

 c. (1) Every action at law for an injury that is commenced pursuant to this section shall 

proceed on an individual basis, and not proceed on behalf of a class in a class action, due to 

the particular circumstances, source of injury and its discovery, and damages relating to each 

occurrence or occurrences of sexual assault, any other crime of a sexual nature, a prohibited 

sexual act as defined in section 2 of P.L.1992, c.7 (C.2A:30B-2), or sexual abuse as defined 

in section 1 of P.L.1992, c.109 (C.2A:61B-1) against either a minor under the age of 18 or a 

person 18 years of age or older.  

 (2) Any private, contractual arrangement intending to settle claims for occurrences 

described in paragraph (1) of this subsection on a class basis is against public policy and 

shall be void and unenforceable. 

 

C.2A:14-2c  Effective date. 

 10. The provisions of this amendatory and supplementary act, P.L.2019, c.120 (C.2A:14-

2a et al.), shall take effect on December 1, 2019.  These provisions shall be inapplicable to 

any civil action governed solely by the statute of limitations of another jurisdiction. 

 

 Approved May 13, 2019. 
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(089974)
Ormond Simpkins, Jr. v. South Orange-Maplewood School District (A-37/38/39-24)
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Russell Forde Hornor v. Upper Freehold Regional Board of Education (A-36-24) (089973)
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In times of crisis, companies and their stakeholders rely on Brent Weisenberg to identify and execute innovative and efficient solutions to solve critical business
problems. Brent regularly advises businesses and their constituencies during periods of financial challenge and in other special situations, where he assists
clients in negotiating and implementing complex commercial transactions, acquiring and disposing of distressed assets, and prosecuting and defending
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bankruptcies as Work ‘N Gear, Mountain Sports (dba Eastern Mountain Sports and Bob’s Stores), New rue21 Holdco, Nogin, Tuesday Morning Corporation,
NBG Home, Century 21 Department Stores, General Nutrition Centers and Modell's Sporting Goods. Brent also represents the Ad Hoc Committee of
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sexual abuse survivors across the country. Brent is counsel to official committees representing the interests of survivors in the Diocese of Camden, New
Jersey, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Oakland (California), and the Franciscan Friars of California bankruptcy cases.

In the Camden diocese case, Lowenstein helped the Committee negotiate a settlement which will see the Camden diocese pay survivors $87.5 million—the
largest cash payment by any Catholic diocese in bankruptcy at that time—plus assign all of its rights to insurance policy proceeds to a trust created to benefit
survivors. The settlement concludes a long fight to secure restitution and accountability for survivors who filed lawsuits against the diocese and its parishes
under the landmark New Jersey legislation that radically reformed the state’s civil statute of limitations for survivors of sexual assault.

Brent serves as an advisor to CHILD USA, the leading national nonprofit think tank fighting to protect children from future abuse and neglect and bring justice
to survivors. Brent has quickly become a thought leader in this field and has spoken across the country on the many issues raised in diocesan bankruptcies.
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stakeholders.
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Chapter 11 debtors, including Interliant, Inc., in the successful sale of its assets; Old UGC, Inc., in its restructuring of more than $1.5 billion in debt, and
Metromedia Fiber Network, Inc. (n/k/a Zayo Group) in its restructuring of $5 billion in debt created during the height of the high technology/telecom
investment boom
Some of the largest landlords in the country in such noteworthy Chapter 11 cases as Aeropostale, Crumbs Bake Shop, Joyce Leslie, Love Culture, and
Sbarro
ONE World Sports in the sale of substantially all of its assets to Eleven Sports
Defendants in multimillion-dollar avoidance actions, including the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in a $50 million fraudulent transfer action commenced
by Foxwoods Casino Philadelphia, wherein the commonwealth’s motion to dismiss the complaint was granted by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania and Master Data Center, a subsidiary of Thomson Reuters, in the complete dismissal of a $2 million preference action
commenced by the Kodak GUC Trust
Secured creditors, including KBC Bank N.A. in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy case of continuing care retirement community Capitol Lakes, Inc., where
Brent leveraged his restructuring experience in the aid of a not-for-profit health care entity. In recapitalizing, resizing, and restructuring the prominent
senior citizen complex, Brent helped preserve a vital institution for those in need in the Madison, WI, area.
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Brent also has extensive experience in the wind-down of private equity and hedge fund vehicles. Before joining Lowenstein, Brent was General Counsel to
the Platinum Partners family of hedge funds. Brent was employed by the funds’ court-appointed receiver, the former head of the criminal division of the
United States Attorney’s office and retained by his successor, the former Chief Judge of the Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of New York.
As General Counsel, Brent worked extensively with the receiver’s outside counsel and financial advisors, as well as with Platinum’s portfolio managers, to
unwind what was asserted to be a fund valued at more than $500 million. In doing so, he:

Structured, negotiated, and documented the workout of investments in the oil and gas, real estate, and litigation finance industries
Structured and consummated sales of a wide range of assets, including real estate, a portfolio of litigation finance investments, life insurance policies,
and oil and gas rights
Worked hand in hand with the receiver’s outside counsel in prosecuting and successfully resolving fraudulent transfer actions against the Platinum
funds’ purported secured lender, thereby allowing a distribution to the funds’ unsecured creditors
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"Silence Does Not Equal Consent: Opt-Out Mechanisms in Third-Party Releases," Videos Listing

David M. Posner, Brent Weisenberg
December 30, 2025
"The Role of Pro Bono in Commercial Bankruptcy Practice&nbsp;," Videos Listing

Brent Weisenberg
November 1, 2025
"Make the Bankruptcy Code Humane for Childhood Sexual-Abuse Victims," American Bankruptcy Institute

Brent Weisenberg
June 17, 2025
"It's Time To Expand the WARN Act Liability Exception," Law360

Brent Weisenberg, Carolyn M. Gauvin
April 8, 2025
"Non-Consensual Third-Party Releases Post-Purdue: Creative Approaches to Achieve Broad Consensus," Videos Listing

Colleen M. Restel, Brent Weisenberg
February 6, 2025
"Ch. 11 Ruling Confirms Insurer Standing Requirements," Law360

Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg,
January 29, 2025
"Does Silence Equal Consent? Third-Party Releases After the Purdue Decision," Videos Listing

David M. Posner, Brent Weisenberg
September 30, 2024
"Navigating Third-Party Releases in a Post-Purdue Pharma World," Videos Listing

Daniel B. Besikof, Brent Weisenberg
July 5, 2024
"Revisiting Scalia's 'What's It To You?' After Kaiser Ruling," Law360

Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg
March 19, 2024
"High Court Should Maintain Insurer Neutrality In Bankruptcy," Law360

Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Amanda K. Cipriano
January 10, 2024
"Why New Jersey? Bankruptcy Filings in the Garden State," Videos Listing

Nicole Fulfree, Brent Weisenberg
March 7, 2023
"Bed Bath and Bankruptcy: The Prudence of Avoiding Ch. 11," Videos Listing

Brent Weisenberg
February 15, 2022
"2022 Bankruptcy & Restructuring Outlook," Videos Listing

Brent Weisenberg,
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"How To Modify Contracts With Struggling Vendors," Financial Advisor
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December 20, 2016
"The Shotgun Tenancy: The Fate of the Prime Landlord and Subtenant When a Bankrupt Tenant Rejects Its Lease in Bankruptcy," The Practical
Real Estate Lawyer

Brent Weisenberg,
April 1, 2016
"Representing the Creditors’ Committee: A Guide for Practitioners," American Bankruptcy Institute

Brent Weisenberg,
March 24, 2016
"The Quagmire of the ‘Dual Fiduciary'," New York Law Journal

Brent Weisenberg,
June 1, 2015
"Credit Bidding in Bankruptcy Sales: A Guide for Lenders, Creditors, and Distressed-Debt Investors," American Bankruptcy Institute

Brent Weisenberg,
May 1, 2015
"Review Twice, File Once: Lessons in the Wake of the Recent GM Decisions," The Secured Lender

Brent Weisenberg,
September 1, 2014
"Fisker and Free Lance-Star: Anomalies, or Signs of a Trend?," American Bankruptcy Institute

Brent Weisenberg,
October 1, 2012
"3rd Circuit Expands Bankruptcy Claims Test," Journal of Corporate Renewal

Brent Weisenberg,
April 1, 2012
"Expediting Chapter 11 Liquidating Debtor’s Distribution to Creditors," American Bankruptcy Institute

Brent Weisenberg,
April 1, 2007
"Ending the ‘Hypothetical’ vs. ‘Actual’ Test Debate: A New Way to Read Section 365(c)(1)," Journal of Bankruptcy Law and Practice

Brent Weisenberg,
January 1, 2005
"Effect of a Preexisting Security Interest in the Debtor’s Inventory on the Rights of Reclamation Creditors," Annual Survey of Bankruptcy Law

Brent Weisenberg,

In the Media
April 1, 2026
Law360 reports that the Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland, California, has removed $42 million in settlements with insurance carriers from its proposed
Chapter 11 plan in order to eliminate opposition from the Committee representing Survivors to the merits of those settlements. The Diocese has proposed a
$180 million fund from itself and the Roman Catholic Welfare Corp, which owns and operates Catholic Schools within the Diocese, to pay abuse claims,
while the Committee, represented by Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, is demanding a  $195 million commitment from the Diocese,
with an optional $119 million contribution by the Roman Catholic Welfare Corp. The Lowenstein team includes Jeffrey D. Prol and Brent Weisenberg.

March 13, 2026
In Law360, Brent Weisenberg partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, is quoted in connection with California
bankruptcy judge William J. Lafferty’s ruling that Lowenstein client, the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors—representing the interests of over 375
survivors of sexual abuse—may solicit votes on its proposed Plan of Reorganization.

March 13, 2026
Lowenstein Ranked in The American Lawyer’s Top Five Firms for UCC Retentions in 2025
Jeffrey Cohen, David M. Posner, Brent Weisenberg
March 10, 2026
In Law360, Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, responds to a rejection by the Diocese
of Oakland to the settlement proposed by Lowenstein client, the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors—representing the interests of sexual abuse
survivors—through the Committee’s recently filed Plan of Reorganization. Although the Diocese claims that the Committee is making unreasonable
demands, Weisenberg argues “bankruptcy law demands debtors surrender a significant portion of their assets to qualify for discharge from Chapter 11.” 
Weisenberg went on to reject any return to the way in which the Diocese protects its children, arguing “that's how we got here in the first place.” (subscription
required to access article)

February 17-23, 2026
Law360 (February 17, 2026; February 19, 2026), New Jersey Law Journal, NJ.com, and Courier Post highlight Lowenstein Sandler’s role representing
the Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors in reaching a proposed $180 million global settlement to benefit more than 300 survivors of clergy sexual
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abuse in the Diocese of Camden bankruptcy. Commenting on the outcome, Jeffrey D. Prol applauds the survivors’ perseverance, stating, “I am in awe of
the fortitude of these survivors, who have waited years to receive compensation for the horrible wrongs they have suffered,” and expresses hope that the
resolution marks a meaningful step forward in their recovery.

The settlement was also reported by The Philadelphia Inquirer, NorthJersey.com, Associated Press, Bloomberg Law, Business Insurance, and
NJBIZ. In addition to Prol, the Lowenstein team also included Brent Weisenberg, Michael A. Kaplan, and Colleen M. Restel. (subscription required to
access some articles)

February 17, 2026
Diocese of Camden and its Insurers Agree to Pay $180M to Sexual Abuse Survivors After Five Years-Long Dispute
Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Michael A. Kaplan, Colleen M. Restel
February 17, 2026
Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, comments in Law360’s update on settlement
negotiations for the Diocese of Oakland’s Chapter 11 bankruptcy case, in which Lowenstein represents the interests of sexual abuse survivors as counsel to
the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors. After continued disagreement over settlement terms, both the Diocese and the Committee will file competing
versions of a plan of reorganization. Weisenberg argues on behalf of the Committee, “if the diocese filed a plan, the committee should be allowed time to file
its own plan for comparison purposes.” He adds that this approach contributed to the settlement agreement in the Franciscan Friars of California Chapter
11 case where Lowenstein also represented the interests of sexual abuse survivors as counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors.

February 9, 2026
The Franciscan Friars of California and Lowenstein client, the official committee of unsecured creditors—representing the interests of survivors of sexual
abuse—announced a settlement agreement under which the Friars and its affiliates will pay $20 million to a trust established for the benefit of survivors.
Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, told U.S. Bankruptcy Judge William J. Lafferty III
that “what we've done here, Your Honor, is nothing short of remarkable,” referencing the settlement agreement reached after over a year of mediation to
address the sexual abuse claims of about 95 survivors. Law360 reports that the deal, the first sexual abuse claim settlement announced by a religious entity
in bankruptcy since the window for asserting claims arising out of sexual abuse was reopened in California, will use contributions from the debtor and its
affiliates, as well as insurance settlements, to facilitate payments to survivors. Weisenberg says: “We are grateful to the brave survivors who came forward to
hold those responsible accountable." "While no amount of money can replace what was taken from these survivors of sexual abuse, there is some modicum
of justice in accountability.”

The settlement was also reported by Bloomberg Law, the Daily Journal, Attorney at Law Magazine,Santa Barbara Independent, and Global Legal
Chronicle. (subscription required to access some articles)

February 4, 2026
Lowenstein Helps Secure Settlement for Survivors of Sexual Abuse in Bankruptcy of Franciscan Friars of California
Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Nicole Fulfree, Erica G. Mannix, Jake A. Rauchberg
February 4, 2026
Bloomberg Law reports that the Diocese of Oakland was denied its request to defer payment of legal fees until the end of its Chapter 11 case. The Official
Committee of Unsecured Creditors, which represents over 375 sexual abuse claimants, asserted that the fee deferral proposal would have given the Diocese
an unfair advantage in plan negotiations. Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department who serves
as counsel to the Committee, argued, “If the goal here truly is to set up a mechanism where we can drive parties together, the playing field has to be
even.” (subscription required to access article)

December 18, 2025
Law360 reports that the Roman Catholic Diocese of Oakland and the committee of unsecured creditors, comprised of survivors of sexual abuse, will
continue discussions in an attempt to reach a resolution on the diocese’s Chapter 11 plan. After being deadlocked over the details of a proposed trust fund to
compensate the survivors. Jeffrey Prol, who represents the committee as co-counsel with Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring
Department Brent Weisenberg, told the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of California that while disputes remain to be resolved between the
parties “We do see a path forward."

December 5, 2025
Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, comments in Front Office Sports on Grand Slam
Track’s efforts to avoid bankruptcy through a proposed settlement with vendors and whether a Chapter 11 filing might require some previous payments to
athletes to be clawed back. “There can be an argument that those moneys should be clawed back for the benefit of all creditors, because it’s unfair that
[Grand Slam Track’s athletes] would’ve been treated preferentially,” says Weisenberg.

November 24, 2025
Law360 quotes Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of the firm’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, in an update in the Diocese of
Oakland’s Chapter 11 bankruptcy case, in which the Diocese of Oakland has until November 26 to stave off dismissal of its Chapter 11 case. Weisenberg,
who is representing the interests of sexual abuse survivors as counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in the case, argued that the case
should not continue absent Committee support: “A contested confirmation hearing would be horrific and cost millions of dollars, and that cost was the reason
the diocese had asked for a dismissal.” He adds: "They need to explain what has changed, and we are entitled to understand where the money is coming
from.”

September 9-10, 2025
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Bloomberg Law and Law360 quote Brent Weisenberg, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, in their
coverage of the Diocese of Oakland Chapter 11 bankruptcy case’s return to mediation. Earlier this week, Weisenberg, representing the interests of sexual
abuse survivors as counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors, argued that “[t]his debtor hasn’t put substantially all of its assets on the
table.”  In turn, the parties have been unable thus far to settle their disputes.
(subscription required to access some articles)

August 11, 2025
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors of Work ‘N Gear Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Jeffrey Cohen, Eric Chafetz, Colleen M. Restel, Brent Weisenberg, Kelly E. Moynihan
July 15, 2025
Law360 announces Brent Weisenberg’s new role as Vice Chair of Lowenstein Sandler’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, noting that his work
representing committees of sexual abuse survivors in bankruptcies across the country has helped solidify the practice group as a nationwide force.
Weisenberg says he is honored to continue working closely with Department Chair Jeffrey Cohen: "To now have the opportunity to help execute Jeff's vision
for our group is truly humbling, and I am eager to take on the challenge.” Weisenberg was one of several Lowenstein attorneys who helped negotiate what
was, at the time, one of the largest cash settlements ever paid by a Catholic diocese in bankruptcy in the case of the Diocese of Camden, New Jersey,
and he and the Lowenstein team are currently representing survivors in the bankruptcy cases of the Diocese of Oakland and Franciscan Friars of California;
he calls these cases the "most meaningful work [I’ve] ever done.”

June 16, 2025
Special Grand Jury May Proceed Investigating New Jersey Catholic Clergy
Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Colleen M. Restel, Alexander Shalom
December 22, 2024
Brent Weisenberg, partner in the firm’s Bankruptcy and Restructuring Department which represents the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in the
Diocese of Oakland‘s Chapter 11 case, tells NBC that "the Diocese has failed to use hundreds of millions of dollars of cash, investments, and real estate
from which to pay survivors of sexual abuse.” He argues that until the Diocese does so, it is not entitled to a bankruptcy discharge.

July 9, 2024
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in Mountain Sports LLC Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Jeffrey Cohen, Brent Weisenberg
May 16, 2024
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in New rue21 Holdco, Inc. Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Jeffrey Cohen, Eric Chafetz, Brent Weisenberg, Daniel B. Besikof, Colleen M. Restel
March 14, 2024
Order Confirms Plan of Reorganization Proposed by Diocese of Camden, NJ, and Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors, Represented by
Lowenstein Sandler
Plan establishes $87.5M trust for benefit of sexual abuse survivors
, Jeffrey D. Prol, Michael A. Kaplan, Brent Weisenberg, Colleen M. Restel, Rasmeet K. ChahilJanuary 26, 2024
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors Representing the Interests of Survivors of Sexual Abuse in the
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy of the Franciscan Friars of California, Inc.
Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Colleen M. Restel
December 21, 2023
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in Nogin, Inc. Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Jeffrey Cohen, Eric Chafetz, Brent Weisenberg, Brittany M. Clark
December 13, 2023
Bryan Sterba, Steven K. Tam and Brent Weisenberg Named to Lowenstein Sandler Partnership
Promotions Also Include Three New Senior Counsel, and 13 New Counsel
, Bryan Sterba, Steven K. Tam, Brent Weisenberg, Naomi D. Barrowclough, Sarah Cole, Philip J. Gross, Michael J.Campolongo, Ph.D., Rasmeet K. Chahil, Alyssa D’Antonio, Ryan E. Fennell, Zachary D. Furnald, Markiana J. Julceus,Mitchell McDonald, Stephen ZapfJune 20, 2023
Brent Weisenberg is interviewed by ABC 7 News and NBC Bay Area regarding the ongoing bankruptcy case of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Oakland,
which is facing over 330 child sexual abuse lawsuits, and is seeking to seal the names of priests and church employees accused of abuse or cover-ups,
citing the need for confidentiality to protect the privacy of the accused.

Lowenstein represents the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors, which represents the interests of survivors of sexual abusein the Chapter 11
bankruptcy case.  At a recent hearing, Weisenberg argued that the court cannot seal what has already hit the public domain. “That has never been requested
before in my experience in diocese cases,” he said during his interview. Weisenberg went on to say that “[w]e have never seen a request that those who are
alleged to have covered up the abuse be kept secret."

June 2, 2023
Lowenstein Sandler Selected as Counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in the Chapter 11 Bankruptcy of the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Oakland in California
Jeffrey Cohen, Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg
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February 28, 2023
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in Tuesday Morning’s Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Jeffrey Cohen, Eric Chafetz, Brent Weisenberg, Brittany M. Clark
February 23, 2023
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in NBG Home’s Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
Jeffrey D. Prol, Bruce S. Nathan, Andrew Behlmann, Brent Weisenberg, Michael Papandrea, Colleen M. Restel, Brittany M. Clark
February 2, 2023
Bankruptcy Court Agrees with Lowenstein in Ruling Section 502(b)(6) Cap Should be Calculated Using “Time,” Not “Rent,” Approach
Jeffrey Cohen, Brent Weisenberg, Lindsay H. Sklar
April 19, 2022
Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors, Represented by Lowenstein Sandler, Agrees to $87.5M Settlement, Assignment of Rights Against
Insurance Companies, and Enhanced Protocols from Diocese of Camden for Survivors of Sexual Abuse
Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Michael A. Kaplan, Matthew Boxer, Colleen M. Restel, Rasmeet K. Chahil, Erica G. Mannix, Amanda K. Cipriano,
C. Patrick Thomas
February 28, 2022
Law360 reports that U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Jerrold N. Poslusny Jr. agreed with the arguments made by Brent Weisenberg of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy &
Restructuring Department on behalf of its client, The Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors, in finding that The Diocese of Camden, New Jersey’s
disclosure statement failed to provide creditors with adequate information. Judge Poslusny found that the Diocese had not adequately explained how its case
would proceed if its proposed settlement with its insurers was denied. Weisenberg said he was pleased the court agreed that the disclosure statement
suffered from "several material omissions" and added:  "The committee looks forward to the diocese addressing the court's concerns so that all creditors are
given the transparency they deserve in voting for a plan of reorganization.”

February 23, 2022
Law360’s continuing coverage of the Diocese of Camden’s Chapter 11 proceeding reports that U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Jerrold N. Poslusny Jr. will require
modifications to the Diocese’s disclosure statement after Lowenstein’s client, the Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors, voiced its concerns with the
adequacy of disclosure being given by the Diocese. At a hearing on February 23, 2022, Brent Weisenberg of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring
Department argued that the disclosure statement omitted material information which would bear on a creditor’s decision on whether to vote for the Diocese’s
proposed plan. “The debtor needs to assist survivors in understanding whether the plan furthers their best interests," argued Weisenberg. At the conclusion
of the hearing, Judge Poslusny indicated that he would issue guidance to the Diocese on how to address the inadequacies raised by the Official Committee
of Tort Claimant Creditors.

February 9, 2022
Law360 covers the continuing battle for justice on behalf of sex abuse survivors in the Chapter 11 proceedings of the Diocese of Camden, reporting on
arguments made by Brent Weisenberg, Jeffrey D. Prol and Michael A. Kaplan in a seven-hour hearing before U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Jerrold N. Poslusny
Jr. “The Diocese …and the torts claims committee are at ‘loggerheads’ with respect to a payout for more than 300 clergy abuse claims even after meditation
before a retired federal judge,” Weisenberg said. 
Representing the torts committee, the Lowenstein team has requested an estimation of the claims for voting and confirmation purposes, as well as standing
to pursue adversary proceedings.  “An estimation of the claims by the court would provide the survivors with a sense of what they're worth when they vote on
them,” argued Weisenberg, “To merely tell the survivors they would be receiving $90 million [is] meaningless.”

Prol, partner and Vice Chair of Lowenstein’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, argued that the Diocese had failed to reveal millions of dollars of
assets, including a $23 million deposit and loan fund. "It raises the question, if we discover this, what else is out there?" said Prol. Regarding the Diocese’
disclosure obligations, Prol added: "All means all, judge. There's no discretion.”

Kaplan made the argument for derivative standing to pursue assets held by such “alter ego” entities as the Diocese of Camden Trust (“DOCT”), as well as
certain parishes and schools, and to prosecute claims of fraudulent transfers against the Diocese. “The DOCT is just ‘a rubber stamp’ with the sole purpose
of funding the diocese,” claimed Kaplan. “The diocese has significant control over the parishes, which need the diocese's permission for financial actions and
renovations… A cost-benefit analysis weighs in favor of prosecuting the claims.”

December 6, 2021
Brent Weisenberg speaks to the Courier Post and Law360 about demands for transparency by the tort claimants’ committee in the Chapter 11
proceedings for the Diocese of Camden, in which Lowenstein represents over 300 survivors of sexual abuse. Weisenberg says that the committee and the
diocese are in a "vehement disagreement" over the value of survivors’ claims and the diocese’s assets available to satisfy those claims, adding that: ”an
equitable and fair procedure should be laid out … as opposed to rushing things through”  to achieve a just and fair resolution.

October 13, 2021
Lowenstein Takes Action to Vigorously Protect the Rights of Survivors of Sexual Abuse in the Diocese of Camden, New Jersey, Bankruptcy Case
Jeffrey D. Prol, Matthew Boxer, Michael A. Kaplan, Brent Weisenberg, Colleen M. Restel, Rasmeet K. Chahil, Erica G. Mannix, Amanda K. Cipriano
August 6, 2021
Debtwire reports on a recent panel discussion at the American Bankruptcy Institute’s Mid-Atlantic Bankruptcy Workshop entitled, “The Increasing Use of
Chapter 11 to Resolve Sexual Abuse Scandals.” Brent Weisenberg moderated the discussion about how debtors such as the Boy Scouts, various Catholic
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dioceses, The Weinstein Company, and USA Gymnastics are using bankruptcy to resolve mass sexual assault liability and how this approach is testing the
Chapter 11 process. For example, Weisenberg notes, third-party releases can create challenges for tort committees in diocese bankruptcies. "The parishes
don't file for bankruptcy. They sit on the sidelines for the entirety of the bankruptcy saying, ‘We're not part of this case, our assets are not part of this case,
you can't get discovery from us, we're a nonparty.' But then comes the plan, and they want a release. The question that a lot of survivors and claimants have
is, how do you have it both ways? If you want to receive a release, then don't you have to participate in the bankruptcy?” Weisenberg says that, so far, many
of these issues have been sidestepped by settlement agreements. Lowenstein Sandler LLP represents the Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors in
The Diocese of Camden, New Jersey, bankruptcy case. (subscription required to access article)

August 5, 2021
Lowenstein Represents DIP Lender JMB Capital in $115.3M Purchase of Debtors’ Assets From Bouchard Transportation
Lowell A. Citron, Lesley P. Adamo, Brent Weisenberg
April 28, 2021
Lowenstein Represents UCC of Century 21 Department Stores in the Confirmation of Plan of Liquidation
Jeffrey Cohen, Michael A. Kaplan, Brent Weisenberg, Lindsay H. Sklar, Rasmeet K. Chahil
March 30, 2021
Reorg reports that Bouchard Transportation debtors have filed a motion requesting the approval of a $90 million new-money replacement DIP facility with
Lowenstein client JMB Capital Partners Lending. The debtors argue that access to the multidraw replacement DIP is critical for them to continue to pay
wages and benefits, undisputed trade and maritime lienholder claims, repair vessels, and fund general operating expenses. The hearing on the replacement
DIP motion is scheduled for Monday, April 5.  Lowenstein’s team includes Robert M. Hirsh, Michael A. Buxbaum, Lowell A. Citron, Phillip Khezri,
Patricia K. Perez, and Brent Weisenberg. (subscription required to access article).

October 30, 2020
Lowenstein's retention as counsel to the Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy case of the Diocese of Camden (New
Jersey) is noted in the Global Legal Chronicle. Serving approximately 486,368 Catholics living in Atlantic, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester,
and Salem Counties, the diocese is comprised of 62 parishes. The Lowenstein team is led by Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Lynda A.
Bennett, Matthew Boxer, and Kenneth A. Rosen. View Lowenstein's news announcement about this retention. 

October 23, 2020
Lowenstein Sandler Selected as Counsel to the Official Committee of Tort Claimant Creditors in the Chapter 11 Bankruptcy of the Diocese of
Camden (New Jersey)
Jeffrey D. Prol, Brent Weisenberg, Matthew Boxer
September 8-9; September 11; September 24-25, 2020; October 21, 2020
Brent Weisenberg's arrival to Lowenstein Sandler as senior counsel in the firm’s Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department is noted in Reuters, Westlaw
Today, Bloomberg Law, General Counsel News, NJBIZ, The American Lawyer, ICLG, ABL Advisor, and the New Jersey Law Journal. (subscription
required to access certain content) View Lowenstein's news announcement about Weisenberg joining the firm.

September 22, 2020
Lowenstein's retention as counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in the Chapter 11 Bankruptcy of Century 21 Department Stores is
noted in the Global Legal Chronicle. Century 21 operates 13 retail stores across New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Florida, along with an e-
commerce platform. The Lowenstein team is led by Jeffrey Cohen, Kenneth A. Rosen, Lynda A. Bennett, Eric Chafetz, Brent Weisenberg, and Lindsay
H. Sklar. View Lowenstein's news announcement about this retention. 

September 18, 2020
Lowenstein Selected as Counsel to the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors in the Chapter 11 Bankruptcy of Iconic Century 21 Department
Stores
Jeffrey Cohen, Eric Chafetz, Brent Weisenberg, Lindsay H. Sklar
September 8, 2020
Lowenstein Sandler Welcomes Brent Weisenberg as Senior Counsel in the Bankruptcy, Financial Reorganization & Creditors’ Rights Department
Brent Weisenberg, Jeffrey Cohen

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
Speaker, New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting & Convention, New Jersey State Bar Association,Atlantic City, NJ, May 13-15, 2026
Speaker, Out-of-Court Restructurings and Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors, RiemerPlus 2025 Credit Conference,Chicago, IL, September 4,
2025
Speaker, Destination CLE: New Developments in Child Sex Abuse Litigation Models, CHILD USA,New Hope, PA, May 2, 2025
Speaker, 2024 Leaders Forum: Child Sexual Abuse Litigation In and Out of Bankruptcy, Zero Abuse Project,St. Paul, MN, October 25, 2024
Speaker, RiemerPlus Credit Conference, RiemerPlus,Chicago, IL, September 25, 2024
Presenter, Walking the Tightrope: Balancing a Debtor’s Need for Cash With Your Need for Payment, RiemerPlus,New York, NY, June 21, 2024

EDUCATION
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