
Criminal Law Bench Bar Conference 

This year's bench bar conference brings together judges and lawyers to discuss critical 
issues facing attorneys who practice in the criminal courts. The topics will include the rule 
of law, updates from the U.S. Attorney's Office, legislation developments related to 
domestic violence matters, and the issues and developments in federal sentencing 
practices. 

 



New Jersey Lawyer: The Rule of Law 

 

https://njsba.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/April-2026_Mag-FINAL.pdf 

https://njsba.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/April-2026_Mag-FINAL.pdf


JAMES J. GERROW, JR. 
Of counsel, Law Office of Mario J. Persiano, Merchantville NJ, 08109 856-379-

4245, jgerrow@persianolaw.com 
 

Mr. Gerrow graduated from Temple University School of Law, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania having received his undergraduate education at Saint Joseph's 
University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was admitted to the state and federal bars 
of New Jersey in 1974, and the United States Supreme Court in 1978. 

From September 1975 until August 1982, he was an Associate Attorney and Member of 
Hartman, Schlesinger, Schlosser, Faxon & Foy, P.C. in Mount Holly, primarily engaged in 
criminal defense litigation. He served as a municipal prosecutor in five Burlington 
County municipalities during this time. 

He then served in the Burlington County Prosecutor's Office from 1982 until 2008 as 
Executive Assistant Prosecutor. He previously served as Acting Burlington County 
Prosecutor (11/98 - 6/99), 

He has lectured for the New Jersey State Bar Association, New Jersey's Institute for 
Continuing Legal Education, and at the New Jersey State Judicial College. 

He served as the Special Prosecutor in the investigation and prosecution of the April 
23, 1998 New Jersey Turnpike Trooper Shooting Case that confirmed the use of racial 
profiling by the New Jersey State Police patrolling the New Jersey Turnpike. 

He was also a member of Attorney General's Committee that developed the 
Megan's Law Registrant Risk Assessment Scale. 

He is a former President of the Burlington County Bar Association, He served as the 
Burlington County Trustee, New Jersey State Bar Association. He is a Past Chair of the 
Criminal Law Section, New Jersey State Bar Association. He served as the South Jersey 
Vice-Chair of the Judicial & Prosecutorial Appointments Committee as well as a 
member of the Association's Nominating Committee, Judicial Administration 
Committee, and currently its Legislative Committee. He has served on a number 
of special Committees of the Association. He also serves on the New Jersey State Bar 
Foundation's Mock Trial Committee. 

He was selected as the 1997 Professional Lawyer of the Year - New Jersey 
Commission on Professionalism in the Law and Burlington County Bar 
Association. In 2021, he received the Burlington County Bar Association's highest 
honor, the Matin L. Haines Award, which recognizes personal and professional 
integrity, devotion to the legal profession and legal scholarship, and dedication to 
the justice system and the people of Burlington County. At the 2024 New Jersey State 
Bar Annual Meeting, he received the Criminal Law Practitioner of the Year Award from 
his Criminal Law Section colleagues. 

On October 31, 2024 he received recognition from the New Jersey Judiciary for his 
pro bono services. 

mailto:jgerrow@persianolaw.com


BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT 
 

           Judge Evelyn Padin currently sits as a United States federal District Court Judge for the District 
of New Jersey.  She holds the distinction of being the first Puerto Rican and Latina President of 
the New Jersey State Bar Association which dates to 1888.  Prior to ascending to the bench, she 
was the senior managing Partner of the Law Offices of Evelyn Padin, Jersey City, NJ.  Her 
areas of practice were civil personal injury litigation and family law.  She received her law 
degree from Seton Hall Law School, Newark, New Jersey and her bachelor’s degree from 
Rutgers College, New Brunswick, New Jersey.  Judge Padin also obtained a Masters degree 
in Social Work from Fordham University.     

 
           She was a founding Member of the Justice Virginia Long American Family Inns of Court in 

Hudson County and was designated a Trial Master.  She also served as a judicial law clerk to 
the Honorable Lorraine Parker (Family Part-Sussex County) and was previously employed by 
the firm of Linares & Coviello, Bloomfield, New Jersey. 
 
Judge Padin previously served as a Jersey City Municipal Court Judge and was a court 
appointed family mediator.  She handled all aspects of family law including divorce, custody, 
mediation, alimony and domestic violence. She was also a graduate of the James Beard 
Foundation Women Entrepreneurial Leadership Academy.      
 
She is a frequent lecturer and has actively served as a speaker on behalf of the American Bar 
Association’s National Council of State Bar Presidents, New Jersey State Bar Association, the 
New Jersey Hispanic Bar Association and the New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal 
Education.   
 
She is a former Trustee of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey and the Hudson County 
Bar Association.  She previously served on the board of New Jersey Women Lawyers.  She 
also served on the Board of Governors to the New Jersey Association for Justice.     
 
Judge Padin has served on many committees including the New Jersey State Bar Association, 
Judicial & Prosecutorial Advisory Committee, the Nominating Committee, the Family Law 
Executive Committee and the Diversity & Inclusion Task Force.  She also served on the 
Meeting, Arrangements Planning Committee, the Finance Committee, the Long- Term 
Planning Committee. She also served as Co-Chair of the NJ State Bar Diversity Committee.  
Judge Padin also served on the National Council of State Bar Presidents Membership 
Committee, Programs Committee and Diversity & Inclusion Committee.  Most recently, Judge 
Padin served as co-chair of the Seton Hall Alumni (DASH) Diverse Attorneys of Seton Hall 
Law School committee. She was appointed by NJ Speaker Craig Coughlin to serve on the 
advisory committee for campus sexual assault and by Governor Murphy to serve on the Puerto 
Rico Task Force Commission.    
 
Judge Padin has been recognized for her accomplishments and has received numerous 

awards including the following:   
  
Resolution “Honoring Trailblazing Former President” from NJ State Bar Association (2022) 
New Jersey State Bar Association Mel Narol award (2022) 
New Jersey City University Presidential Award (2021)   
New Jersey State Bar Association Professional Attorney of the Year (2020) 
Diversity Scholar: National Council of State Bar Presidents (2020) 



Rutgers Law School Camden Latina Trailblazer Award (2019)                     
Latina Pioneer Award from LUPE Organization (2018)  
Illustrious Latino Award Farleigh Dickenson Institute for Latin Studies (2017) 
Tri-County State Scholarship Woman of Distinction award Passaic County (2018) 
Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey Trailblazer Award (2019) 
Recipient Puerto Rican Woman of the Year Jersey City (2014) 
Recipient of the Jean Robertson Women Lawyers Scholarship Foundation, Inc. (1990) 
Recipient of the Hudson County Bar Association Scholarship (1990)  
Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey Scholarship recipient (1990 
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NEW YORK

7 Times Square

New York, NY 10036-6516

Tel: 212.833.1132

Fax: 212.373.7932
 

NEW JERSEY

1 Gateway Center

Newark, NJ 07102-5311

Tel: 973.877.6400
 

FAST FACTS

Rahul Agarwal
PARTNER 

ragarwal@fklaw.com

PRACTICE AREAS

White Collar

Complex Commercial Litigation

Government Investigations

Internal Investigations

Securities Litigation

Trial, Arbitration, and Mediation

Asset Recovery and Judgment
Enforcement

EDUCATION

Columbia Law School, J.D. (2006)

Brown University, B.A. (2001)

BAR ADMISSIONS

State of New York

State of New Jersey

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third
Circuit

CLERKSHIPS

The Honorable Jose L. Linares,
U.S. District Court for the District

Rahul Agarwal is an accomplished trial lawyer and a seasoned litigator. He has

a multi-faceted practice focused on representing corporate and individual

clients in a variety of white collar defense and investigations matters as well as

in connection with complex commercial litigation and crisis management.

Rahul practiced at Friedman Kaplan earlier in his career before leaving the firm

to become a federal prosecutor in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of

New Jersey where he served for nearly a decade, including as Deputy Chief of

the Criminal Division, Executive Assistant U.S. Attorney, and as Acting Principal

Assistant United States Attorney (where he was second in command in the

Office). During his tenure, Rahul handled and supervised a broad range of

investigations and prosecutions, including those involving public corruption,

civil rights, healthcare fraud, mortgage and bank fraud, tax evasion, money

laundering, identity theft, national security, and cybercrime, as well as firearms,

violent crime, and narcotics matters. Notably, Rahul led the successful

prosecutions of a $30 million mortgage fraud scheme and a $7 million ATM-

skimming bank fraud conspiracy. He also prosecuted a former Hoboken

mayoral candidate for vote-buying and a former Manalapan mayor for fraud

and identify theft. Rahul received the DOJ’s Director’s Award for Superior

Performance for his investigation and prosecution of several Paterson police

officers for civil rights violations.

Immediately prior to rejoining Friedman Kaplan in early 2024, Rahul served as

Deputy Chief Counsel in the office of New York City Mayor Eric Adams, where

he advised the Mayor and City Hall on a wide range of legal, ethical, and

strategic matters involving criminal justice, health, education, economic

development, human rights, and housing. He worked closely with the federal

and New York State governments on behalf of the City and provided

operational, budgetary, and policy oversight to ten City agencies, including the

Office of Labor Relations, the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings, and

the New York City Commission on Human Rights.

Rahul was selected to Chambers & Partners’ list of ranked lawyers in the

Litigation: White-Collar Crime & Government Investigations in New Jersey

category of the 2025 Chambers USA guide. A description of the selection
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of New Jersey

The Honorable Esther Salas (then
U.S. Magistrate Judge), U.S.
District Court for the District of
New Jersey

HONORS AND AWARDS

2025 Litigation Achievement
Award, South Asian Bar
Association of New York

2025 Hong Yen Chang Award,
New York County Lawyers
Association Asian Practice
Committee

DOJ Director’s Award for Superior
Performance by a Criminal
Assistant U.S. Attorney

Federal Law Enforcement
Foundation Federal Prosecutor
Award

Legal Aid Society Award for
Outstanding Pro Bono Service

Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar

LAW REVIEW AND
PUBLICATIONS

Writing & Research Editor,
Columbia Journal of Law & Social
Problems

methodology can be found here. (No aspect of this advertisement has been

approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey.) Rahul was the recipient of the

South Asian Bar Association of New York’s 2025 Litigation Achievement Award

as well as the New York County Lawyers Association Asian Practice

Committee’s 2025 Hong Yen Chang Award.

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS 

● Obtained the speedy dismissal of a federal criminal complaint against

Newark, New Jersey Mayor Ras Baraka following his highly public May 2025

arrest by federal agents while visiting a migrant detention facility in his city. 

● Representation of a large New Jersey municipality in connection with a

federal criminal investigation. 

● Defense of the former head of U.S. Treasuries trading for a major brokerage

firm in connection with a federal indictment alleging spoofing and market

manipulation in the District of New Jersey. 

● Representation of an individual in connection with federal insider trading

indictment in the District of New Jersey. 

● Representation of an individual charged in connection with a cyber-fraud

scheme in the District of New Jersey. 

● Representation of a senior-level employee in connection with an internal

investigation into alleged earnings manipulation at a large pharmaceutical

company. 

● Representation of multiple owners of jewelry companies in connection with

separate federal criminal enforcement actions, in the District of New Jersey

and the Northern District of Illinois, charging money transmitting and

customs duty evasion offenses. 

● Representation of Atlas Data Privacy in litigation seeking to enforce Daniel's

Law, a New Jersey data privacy statute, against various data brokers.  

● Representation of a former DOJ official in connection with a federal criminal

investigation. 

● Representation of Biz2Credit, an online financing platform for small

businesses, in litigation seeking to enforce loan agreements and enforce

judgments.  

● Representation of a real estate investment trust and mortgage servicer in

connection with claims asserted by the New York City Human Rights

Commission. 

Rahul Agarwal



Attorney advertising; prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Friedman Kaplan Seiler Adelman & Robbins LLP Page 3

● Representation of a governmental agency in connection with a federal civil investigation in the District of New

Jersey. 

● Representation of an individual in an investigation conducted by the New York State Division of Licensing

Services.  

● Representation of individuals in connection with a federal criminal healthcare fraud investigation in the District of

New Jersey. 

OUTSIDE THE OFFICE

In addition to his active litigation and white collar defense practice, Rahul is a dedicated leader in New York and in

the legal community. Rahul was recently appointed to New York City’s Civilian Complaint Review Board, the largest

police oversight entity in the United States, and appointed as a Trustee of the New York State Interest on Lawyer

Account Fund, which helps low-income New Yorkers obtain civil legal services to protect their most basic needs,

such as access to food, shelter, jobs, and health care. He also serves on the Board of Directors of the Sonia &

Celina Sotomayor Judicial Internship Program, which helps cultivate and develop future leaders from underserved

communities, and on the Lawyers Advisory Committee of the New York City Debate League.

Rahul is a long time member of the South Asian Bar Association of New York and previously served a term as the

organization’s President and multiple terms on its Board of Directors. Additionally, Rahul has served as an editor for

the American Bar Association’s Litigation Journal since 2018.

NEWS + INSIGHTS

Rahul Agarwal Receives NYCLA Hong Yen Chang Award
 

Rahul Agarwal Receives SABANY’s 2025 Litigation Achievement Award
 

Rahul Agarwal Appointed to the NYC Civilian Complaint Review Board
 

Rahul Agarwal Appointed Trustee of New York State Interest on Lawyer Account Fund
 

Friedman Kaplan Recognized in The Legal 500 United States 2025 Guide
 

Friedman Kaplan and Ten Attorneys Recognized in Chambers USA 2025 Guide
 

Rahul Agarwal Helps Secure Speedy Dismissal of Criminal Complaint Against Newark Mayor Ras Baraka
 

Friedman Kaplan Recognized in The Legal 500 United States 2024 Guide
 

Friedman Kaplan Expands White Collar Practice with Addition of Partner Rahul Agarwal
 

Rahul Agarwal



Attorney advertising; prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

Friedman Kaplan Seiler Adelman & Robbins LLP Page 4

EVENTS

Rahul Agarwal Speaks at New Jersey Association for Justice’s Boardwalk Seminar on Civil Rights

Atlantic City, NJ, April 30, 2026
 

Rahul Agarwal Speaks at AABANY 2025 Fall Conference

New York Law School, September 27, 2025

Rahul Agarwal









 
Prescott Loveland 

Assistant Public Defender (Senior Leadership) 

New Jersey Public Defender's Office 

Prescott Loveland is Assistant Public Defender for the New Jersey Office of the Public 
Defender. In this role, Prescott hires, trains, and manages trial lawyers across New Jersey. 
He also oversees the office’s holistic defense initiatives. Before helping lead New Jersey’s 
statewide defender office, Prescott spent nine years with the distinguished Public Defender 
Service for the District of Columbia (PDS). At PDS, Prescott was a supervisor of the PDS 
Trial Division, a senior member of the PDS Forensic Practice Group, and he regularly 
trained new attorneys, appointed counsel, and law students in DC. Prescott’s trial and 
litigation experience includes complex forensic and mental health issues, defending 
children prosecuted as adults, and serving as trial counsel in numerous homicide cases. 

 

Prescott regularly teaches on all aspects of trial advocacy as well as mitigation, holistic 
defense, negotiation, and trauma-informed representation. Prescott studied both law and 
social work. He has a JD and MSW from Fordham, where he led the Brendan Moore Trial 
Advocates and – upon graduation – received the law school’s top award for trial advocacy 
and was named Public Service Valedictorian. 

 

Prescott is a proud father of twins.  

 


