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So you want to be a judge? Maybe navigating that process seems daunting. Join 
this conversation to understand the process of being nominated and appointed 
to the state court bench. Learn from judges, those involved in the vetting 
process and people behind the nomination scenes to demystify the process.

 
 

Moderator/Speaker:  
Carlos M. Bollar, Esq., Archer & Greiner 
Panelists:  
Senator Anthony M. Bucco, Esq., Murphy McKeon PC 
Senator Joseph A. Lagana, Esq., Cleary, Giacobbe, Alfieri & Jacobs, LLC 
Deirdre M. Naughton, Esq., Office of Governor Mikie Sherrill 
Michael R. Paglione, Esq., Szaferman Lakind Blumstein & Blader, PC 
Christine Shipley, Esq., Stevens & Lee Public Affairs 
 

  

  



 

Carlos M. Bollar, Esq., Archer & Greiner 
 

Carlos M. Bollar is Co-Chair of Archer’s Environmental 
Justice Practice Group and represents clients in complex toxic 
tort, product liability and environmental litigation matters. With 
over 20 years of experience dedicated exclusively to complex 
environmental litigation, Carlos handles cases in all of the 
contexts in which they arise, including single plaintiff cases, 
mass actions involving hundreds of plaintiffs, class actions and 
defending clients against state and federal government. 

 
Accomplished in all aspects of defending his clients’ 

legal interests, Carlos typically handles high stakes litigation with massive potential damages. 
He has tried numerous contested matters in federal and state courts and has experience in all 
aspects of pre-trial and trial work. While many of Carlos’s clients call on him before problems 
become unwieldy or litigation is imminent, there are times when unforeseen issues blindside 
them. In either case, Carlos provides clients with direct and honest counsel that prioritizes their 
best interests. 

 
Carlos represents clients in cases often involving claims for personal injury, medical 

monitoring, property damage and natural resource damages. He routinely handles claims 
involving exposure to various types of hazardous substances, including benzene, MTBE and 
chlorinated compounds. Carlos also handles environmental insurance cases, representing 
policyholders in their efforts to obtain coverage against insurers for environmental claims. 

 
Clients appreciate Carlos’s experience dealing with government agencies. He regularly 

counsels clients in state and federal regulatory matters and represents clients in administrative 
hearings in order to help them get their deals done, or put regulatory problems behind them, 
usually when the complexities seem most overwhelming. His clients value his responsiveness, 
practical approach, and deep understanding of their businesses. 

 
Carlos is the Immediate Past President of the Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA). He 

has been a deeply committed member of the HNBA, serving in various Board positions over the 
years. In addition to his position on the HNBA’s Executive Committee, Carlos is also the past 
president of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey. Carlos also serves on the Board of 
Trustees for the New Jersey State Bar Association. 
   

  



 

Senator Anthony M. Bucco, Esq., Murphy McKeon PC 
 

Anthony M. Bucco is a 1984 magna cum laude graduate of 
Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA., and received his 
Doctor of Jurisprudence degree cum laude from Seton Hall 
University, School of Law, Newark, New Jersey in 1987. Mr. 
Bucco concentrates his practice in the area of state and local 
government law. He has served as Legal Counsel to 
numerous municipalities, several fire districts and other 
public agencies. Mr. Bucco also serves on the Board of 
Directors of several charitable organizations and has been 
appointed by the Governor of the State of New Jersey to the 
Governor's Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. Mr. 
Bucco is licensed to practice as a member of the New Jersey 

State Bar and the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey and the District of 
Columbia. He is a member of the American Bar Association, the New Jersey Bar Association, 
the Morris County Bar Association and the New Jersey Institute of Municipal Attorneys. Mr. 
Bucco also serves as Counsel to the Morris County Republican County Committee.         
 
 

  



 

 
Senator Joseph A. Lagana, Esq., Cleary, Giacobbe, Alfieri, Jacobs LLC 

 
Joseph Lagana practices in the areas of civil litigation, healthcare, 

PIP arbitration and land use/redevelopment. In addition to his active 
practice, Joseph serves as a New Jersey State Senator for the 38th 
legislative district. He is a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
and Chair of the Senate Commerce Committee. Prior to joining the 
Senate, Joseph represented the 38th legislative district in the New Jersey 
State Assembly, where he served on the Assembly Financial Institutions 
and Insurance, Judiciary, and Appropriations committees. He also 
served his community as Council President in the Borough of Paramus, 
sitting as Chairman of the Budget Committee and Labor Negotiations. 

 
Joseph has been named a “New Jersey Super Lawyer Rising 

Star” by Law & Politics and “New Leader of the Bar” published by New Jersey Monthly 
Magazine and has served as past president of the Bergen County Bar Association Young 
Lawyer Section. 

 
Prior to joining Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs, Joseph represented clients in general 

litigation, insurance defense and land use/redevelopment. He served as a judicial law clerk 
to Hon. John A. Conte, Superior Court, Criminal Division, Bergen County Vicinage. 
  



 

Deirdre M. Naughton, Esq., Office of Governor Mikie Sherrill  
 

Deirdre M. Naughton has served as Deputy Chief Counsel 
to Governor Mikie Sherrill since January 20, 2026.  For the 
previous fourteen years, she served as the Director of the 
Office of Professional and Governmental Services within the 
New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts. In that 
capacity, Ms. Naughton regularly interacted with judges and 
the Executive and Legislative Branches in connection with 
judicial appointment and reappointment issues as well as 
legislation.  Prior to being appointed Director, Deirdre served 
from 2007 to 2012 as Counsel to the Supreme Court Advisory 
Committee on Judicial Conduct (ACJC).   

 
Before joining the New Jersey Judiciary, Ms. Naughton served as Assistant Counsel to 

Governor James E. McGreevey in the Governor’s Counsel’s Office beginning in 2002.  She 
continued to serve as an Assistant Counsel for Governor Richard J. Codey and Governor Jon S. 
Corzine and was responsible for Judicial and Prosecutorial Appointments under Governor 
Corzine until 2007.  

 
Prior to her service in the Governor’s Office, Ms. Naughton worked as an associate with 

McCarter & English, LLP in its Philadelphia Office and as an associate with the law firm of 
Greenbaum Rowe Smith & Davis, LLP.  She graduated with Honors from Rutgers University 
School of Law in Camden in 1997 and cum laude from Saint Joseph’s University in Philadelphia 
in 1994.  Upon graduating from law school, Deirdre clerked for the Honorable Jack L. Lintner, 
J.S.C. in the Middlesex County Chancery Division.   
 
 
 
 

  



 

Michael R. Paglione, Esq., Szaferman Lakind Blumstein & Blader, PC 
 

Michael R. Paglione is a partner and Shareholder 
in the firm. He focuses his practice on individuals 
suffering from personal, psychological or bodily 
injuries caused by the negligent acts of others. He also 
has a strong practice representing aggrieved families 
in cases involving the wrongful death of loved ones 
caused by negligent third parties. He handles cases 
involving catastrophic injuries; traumatic head, brain 

and spinal injuries; severe burns; trucking accident injuries; forklift accident injuries; 
construction accident injuries; roofing accident injuries; victims of sexual assault; 
automobile and motorcycle accident injuries; slip, trip and fall injuries; and defective 
product injury cases. 

Mr. Paglione has more than four decades of trial experience, and a record of million-
dollar-plus verdicts, settlements, and awards, in recovery for his clients. 

Mr. Paglione is admitted to practice law in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. He is admitted 
to the Federal Court in the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey and the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 

He is an active member of the New Jersey State Bar Association, having served as Vice-
Chair of the Judicial and Prosecutorial Appointments Committee (JPAC) from 2015 through 
2019, and Chair of JPAC for the 2024-2025 term.  He is a member of the State Bar Board of 
Trustees, the Amicus Committee, Legislative Committee, AI Committee, and Nominating 
Committee. Prior to his work in the State Bar, he was a member of the Board of Trustees for 
the Mercer County Bar Association for six years, an officer for four years, and ultimately 
served as President of the Mercer Bar in 2010. 

 Mr. Paglione earned the distinction as a New Jersey Super Lawyer in the practice area of 
personal injury in 2007, 2012, 2013, and 2017 through 2025. 

He received his Juris Doctor from the Seton Hall University School of Law, and earned his 
undergraduate degree, a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, from Seton Hall 
University. Michael is local to the Trenton area having graduated from Notre Dame High 
School in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. 
 
 

  



 

Christine J. Shipley, Esq., Stevens & Lee Public Affairs 
 

Christine J. Shipley has more than 25 years of strategic advisory 
experience in New Jersey state government. With a reputation among 
policy makers as a trusted, bipartisan advocate for pragmatic solutions, 
she assists businesses and trade organizations with their legislative and 
regulatory priorities and guides them through the complexities of state 
government. Christine advises clients across industries on key executive 
proposals and legislative developments that may impact their businesses 
and markets. 

 
Christine served for 10 years as the Executive Director of the New 

Jersey Senate Republican Office where she developed close ties with 
legislators and staff on both sides of the aisle. Additionally, she served the Senate Republican 
Caucus as Deputy Executive Director, Director of Research and Chief Counsel, and as an Assistant 
Counsel in the Office of Chief Counsel for Governor Christine Todd Whitman. Her experience also 
includes working in Pennsylvania state government as a Legislative Analyst in the Office of Legislative 
Affairs in the Pennsylvania Department of Education for Governor Tom Ridge and interning with the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly Republican Legal Staff. 

 
Christine has a significant understanding of the issues facing New Jersey and a history of working 

with legislative and executive policymakers to develop realistic solutions to those issues. She applies 
her depth of knowledge in areas that include health care, tax, economic development, energy, 
transportation, the environment, labor, education, ethics, open public records, elections, 
professional licensure and budget appropriations. 

 
Christine has spoken at a variety of events sponsored by the New Jersey Business and 

Industry Association, the Chamber of Commerce of Southern New Jersey and the New Jersey 
Chamber of Commerce. As a strong believer in mentoring up and coming leaders, Christine has 
presented at the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University, the Rowan Institute for 
Public Policy & Citizenship, NEW Leadership® at the Center for American Women and Politics 
and the New Jersey State Bar Association’s Leadership Academy. 
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