Inside Trenton: New Laws, New Updates and
What It Means

Wednesday, May 13, 2026
1:30-3:00 p.m.

Hear about the latest happenings from the state capitol from the legislators who
make change happen.

Moderator/Speaker:

Patrick Stewart, Public Strategies Impact

Panelists:

Senator Jon M. Bramnick, Esq., Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
Senator Anthony M. Bucco, Esq., Murphy McKeon PC

Assemblywoman Victoria Flynn, Esq., Lawrence Office of Victoria A. Flynn, LLC
Senator Raj Mukheriji, Esq.

Assemblywoman Luanne M. Peterpaul, Esq., Peterpaul Law, LLP

Jason J. Redd, Esq., Governor Mikie Sherrill

Assemblyman Ed Rodriguez, JD

Assemblywoman Maureen Rowan, Esq.

Senator Michael L. Testa, Jr., Esq., Testa Heck Testa & White, P.A.



Patrick Stewart, Public Strategies Impact

Patrick Stewart worked in the state legislature for the Assembly
Republican Majority office. During this time, he worked closely with
legislators, forming policy, and helping educate assembly members
on important issues. Stewart was responsible for staffing many
assembly committees, including the budget, consumer affairs,
regulated professions, and labor committees.

Stewart served as principal policy advisor to the Republican
Majority Leadership and caucus on economic development, changing
financial issues with the state budget and relaying needs from the
business community.

A lobbyist since 2001, Stewart has worked on a broad range of
issues for his clients. Working with larger and smaller clients, he uses his working knowledge of
the legislature, state departments, and the Governor’s office to achieve the goal of the client.

He has developed a strong working knowledge of the insurance industry and labor arena,
specifically dealing with workers compensation issues. Stewart handled other diverse clients
in the pharmaceutical industry, manufacturing sector and temporary staffing industry.

Stewart is a 1996 graduate of Villanova University, where he earned his degree in political
science.



Senator Jon M. Bramnick, Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC

Jon M. Bramnick is a certified civil trial attorney who
concentrates on representing accident victims. He has tried
cases throughout the State of New Jersey and has over thirty
years of experience in the personal injury field. Mr. Bramnick
has been named by New Jersey Super Lawyers magazine as
one of the top attorneys in New Jersey since 2006.

Mr. Bramnick began his career as a trial attorney in the
office of the corporation counsel for the City of New York,
Bronx division, from 1979-1980. He continued to develop his skills as a trial attorney at the New
York law firm of Friedlander, Gains, Cohen, Rosenthal and Rosenberg, where he represented
personal injury victims. Mr. Bramnick opened his own firm in 1984, and he has continued since
that time to focus his practice on personal injury cases.

Mr. Bramnick is a Master and has served as past President of the Richard J. Hughes Inn of
Court, an organization dedicated to the training and education of young trial lawyers. He is a
frequent lecturer for the New Jersey Institute of Continuing Legal Education and the American
Association for Justice. Jon Bramnick co-authored the New Jersey Automobile Litigation chapter
of the ICLE Civil Trial Preparation Book.

Mr. Bramnick is a former New Jersey State Assemblyman and currently serves as State
Senator, where he fights for the rights of all New Jersey citizens to enjoy a safer and more
prosperous lifestyle in the Garden State. Bramnick has introduced new laws requiring motorists to
stop for pedestrians at crosswalks, limiting pay-to-play contributions, and preserving funding for
the arts.



Senator Anthony M. Bucco, Esq., Murphy McKeon PC

Anthony M. Bucco is a 1984 magna cum laude graduate of
Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA., and received his Doctor of
Jurisprudence degree cum laude from Seton Hall University, School
of Law, Newark, New Jersey in 1987. Mr. Bucco concentrates his
practice in the area of state and local government law. He has served
as Legal Counsel to numerous municipalities, several fire districts
and other public agencies. Mr. Bucco also serves on the Board of
Directors of several charitable organizations and has been
appointed by the Governor of the State of New lJersey to the
Governor's Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. Mr. Bucco is
licensed to practice as a member of the New Jersey State Bar and the
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey and the
District of Columbia. He is a member of the American Bar Association, the New Jersey Bar Association,
the Morris County Bar Association and the New Jersey Institute of Municipal Attorneys. Mr. Bucco also
serves as Counsel to the Morris County Republican County Committee.




Assemblywoman Victoria A. Flynn, Esq., Law Office of Victoria A. Flynn, LLC

Victoria “Vicky” Flynn is a member of the New Jersey Assembly,
representing Legislative District 13, which includes 16 towns in
Monmouth County. Asw. Flynn was one of the many new members
elected in 2021. She serves as Minority Parliamentarian.

Asw. Flynn represents District 13 alongside Senator Declan O'Scanlon
and Assemblyman Gerry Scharfenberger. Asw. Flynn is a fierce advocate on
issues related to education, women's health, public safety, and pandemic
recovery.

Asw. Flynn is a lifelong New Jersey resident who graduated from Rutgers
University in 1996 and Seton Hall University in 1999 (with honors). Following
law school, Asw. Flynn was selected by Justice Jaynee LaVecchia of the New Jersey Supreme Court to
serve as the Justice's first law clerk.

Since her clerkship, Asw. Flynn has maintained an active law practice, working with some of the
State's largest law firms. She quickly was made partner in her fourth year as a lawyer. Upon joining
the Legislature, however, Asw. Flynn started her own law practice so that she could more easily
balance her work as a legislator with her legal career.

Asw. Flynn has served with distinction as a member of two Boards of Education prior to her
election to the Assembly. From 2016 to 2021, Asw. Flynn was a member of the Holmdel Board of
Education, and during her final four years, she was selected to serve as the Board president. As the
President of the school board during the pandemic, Asw. Flynn pushed to have schools open as
quickly and safely as possible.

Asw. Flynn resides in Holmdel with her husband Mike Naughton, their three teenage daughters,
Grace, Kate & Shannon, and their dog Bailey.

LEADERSHIP ACCOMPLISHMENTS

* Member of Assembly Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee
* Member of Assembly Housing Committee

* Member of Assembly Judiciary Committee

* Member of Joint Committee on Public Schools

* Member of American Irish State Legislators Caucus

* Member, Holmdel Theater Company

*

AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell

Supreme Court Committee on Women in the Courts

Outstanding Young Woman of the Year (2013)

Panelist, NJGOP Statewide Leadership Summit, Saving Our Kids' Education (2022)
Panelist, NJSBA convention, Women in Leadership (2022)

Panelist, Quality in Education Summit (January 2014)
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Senator Raj Mukher;ji

Raj Mukherji was elected to the Senate to represent the 32nd
District in November 2023. He previously served in the
Assembly from 2014-2024, where he served as Majority Whip
(2018-2020) and Deputy Speaker (2022-2024).

Senator Mukheriji is a lawyer and serial entrepreneur, former
healthcare and information technology CEO, former municipal
prosecutor, and an adjunct law professor. Holding a firm view
that housing and healthcare are fundamental human rights, he
volunteered for over 15 years as Chairman of the Jersey City
Housing Authority (2008-2024) and served as Deputy Mayor of
Jersey City from 2012-2013. Two weeks after the September
11th attacks, at the age of 17, he enlisted in the U.S. Marines as a reservist and served in military
intelligence.

Senator Mukheriji holds a Master of Public Policy from Princeton University; a Master of Liberal
Arts from the University of Pennsylvania; a Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Seton Hall University
School of Law, where he serves on the Board of Visitors; and a B.A. from Thomas Edison State
University. He lives in Jersey City with his wife and two children (6 and 3).



Assemblywoman Luann M. Peterpaul, Esq., Peterpaul Law, LLP

Luanne Peterpaul, Esq., serves on the Assembly Judiciary,
Financial Institutions and Insurance, and Aging and Human
Services Committees. A former prosecutor and judge, Peterpaul is
honored to represent Monmouth County in the NJ State Assembly.

As an assemblywoman, Peterpaul has sponsored legislation to
improve affordability, education, healthcare access, and public
safety; and to support veterans rights, small businesses, and
people with disabilities.

Born in Newark and a resident of Monmouth County for many
years, Peterpaul was elected to the New Jersey Assembly in 2023.
She is the managing partner of Peterpaul Law in Asbury Park,
focusing primarily on labor and employment law, general litigation,
and training and education. Peterpaul previously served as an
assistant Essex County prosecutor, where she successfully prosecuted major cases, before
being appointed as a Municipal Judge for the Cities of Long Branch and Asbury Park from 2018-
2022.

An equalrights advocate, she has dedicated her life’s work to helping marginalized
individuals. As the former Chair of the Garden State Equality Action Fund, Peterpaul, the first
out gay woman to serve in the State Assembly, played a critical role in creating and promoting
anti-bullying legislation in the state legislature. Standing up to bullies and promoting safety are
core values for Peterpaul. She sat on the New Jersey Commission on Bullying and the New
Jersey Anti-Bullying Task Force, and she was instrumental in bringing marriage equality to New
Jersey.

Using education as a tool for promoting equality, Peterpaul lectured for the New Jersey
Institute of Continuing Legal Education, the New Jersey State Bar Association Annual
Conference, the American Conference on Diversity, the American Bar Association, the New
Jersey Judicial College, Rutgers University, Kean University, and the Education Law Center.
Peterpaulis an active member of the American Bar Association, the New Jersey State Bar
Association, and the Monmouth County Bar Association, as well as a former member of the
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey.

Peterpaul has received numerous accolades for her work as a lawyer, including being
named a top-rated attorney by Martindale-Hubbell and the New Jersey Law Journal List as a
Diverse Attorneys of the Year in 2015. Selected as a NJ Super Lawyer, she has served as a legal
analyst on various news outlets.

Peterpaulreceived her J.D. from Seton Hall School of Law and her bachelor’s from
Duquesne University. She is committed to supporting the families of children with illness,
serving on the Advisory Committee of the Unterberg Children’s Hospital of RWJ/Barnabas
Hospital at Monmouth Medical Center and on the board of the Thomas Peterpaul Foundation.
She currently resides in Long Branch with her wife Robin.




Jason J. Redd, Governor Mikie Sherrill

Jason “Jay” Redd serves in the Office of Governor
Mikie Sherrill, where he leads the development and
advancement of the Governor’s legislative agenda,
working closely with legislators, stakeholders, and state
agencies to deliver impactful policy outcomes for New
Jersey residents. In this role, he oversees strategy and
coordination across issue areas, manages complex
negotiations, and translates the Governor’s priorities
into actionable legislation. Previously, Jay was the
Managing Director and co-founder of Stono Public
Affairs, a government relations and strategic advocacy
firm dedicated to amplifying the voices of communities and organizations most impacted by
policy decisions. In that capacity, he led lobbying and public affairs campaigns that brought
together legislative strategy, coalition building, and civic engagement to achieve measurable
results for clients in the public, private, and nonprofit sectors, including the City of Newark
and the New Jersey Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.

Jay brings more than 15 years of senior-level experience at the intersection of government,
law, and politics. He served as Senior Counselor to New Jersey Senate President Steve
Sweeney, where he directed policy negotiations, legislative strategy, and statewide
engagement. Previously, he was Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel of the Senate
Majority Office, Chief of Staff to Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, and Associate
Counsel to Assembly Speaker Joe Roberts. On the campaign side, he was Deputy Policy
Director for Governor Jon Corzine's re-election campaign.

At the federal level, Jay served as a Director in the Washington, D.C. office for Gibbons
P.C., where he developed bipartisan advocacy strategies for corporations, municipalities, and
nonprofits, and advanced legislation supporting vulnerable populations including survivors of
sexual assault and individuals with disabilities.

A committed civic leader and educator, Jay is an Adjunct Professor at Seton Hall Law
School and Chair of Lead NJ. He previously served on the Advisory Board of Rutgers
University's Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning & Public Policy, as a Charter Trustee of
Rutgers University, on the New Jersey Amistad Commission, and on the Board of the InfoAge
Science & History Museums, supporting STEM education, innovation, and historic
preservation. His past leadership roles also include serving as President of the Trenton Board
of Education and President of NAMI Mercer County, where he helped raise more than $32,000
for mental health services.

Jay's contributions have been recognized widely. He has been named one of The Network
Journal's 40 Under Forty, selected as a New Leader of the Bar by the New Jersey Law Journal,
recognized as a Rising Star by New Jersey Super Lawyers, and awarded the Young Alum Award
by Rutgers' Bloustein School.

Jay holds a B.S. in Public Health and a Master of City and Regional Planning from Rutgers
University's Bloustein School, as well as a J.D. from Brigham Young University's J. Reuben
Clark Law School. Through his career, he has built a reputation as a trusted strategist,
connector, and advocate—bringing unmatched experience in both state and federal
government to help leaders and institutions navigate complex policy environments and
achieve lasting impact.




Assemblyman Ed Rodriguez, JD

Ed Rodriguez was elected to the New Jersey General Assembly
in 2025. He represents the 20th Legislative District, which includes
Union, Kenilworth, Roselle, and his hometown of Elizabeth. In
addition to being a member of the Legislative Latino Caucus, he
serves on the following committees: Financial Institutions &
Insurance, Public Safety & Preparedness, and Science, Technology
& Innovation. He earned his M.B.A. in Accounting from New York
University Stern School of Business and is also a Rutgers Law
School graduate.

From 2014 to 2024, Assemblyman Rodriguez worked as the
Director of Planning & Community Development in Elizabeth, where
he oversaw seven divisions. During his tenure, he helped reduce the number of abandoned
properties from 487 to just 9 and spearheaded the development of over 400 affordable
housing units. Earlier in his career, Assemblyman Rodriguez was a surety underwriter at
Chubb Insurance and clerked for the Hon. Esther Suarez in Passaic County.

As a freshman legislator, he is eager to continue learning about policy areas outside of his
realm of expertise. He is also the proud father of two boys.



Assemblywoman Maureen Rowan, Esq.

Maureen Rowan brings over three decades of experience as a
respected trial attorney and former managing partner of her own
law firm, where she oversaw daily operations and advocated for
clients. She plans to apply her legal background and business
expertise to fight for Atlantic County residents and ensure their
rights, needs, and interests remain a priority in Trenton.

“After 35 years practicing law and advocating for clients, | am
humbled to bring that experience to Trenton,” said
Assemblywoman Rowan. “My priorities are clear: economic
security, reproductive freedom, affordable health care, expanding
access to housing, and strong public schools. | will always fight for
the people of Atlantic County and make sure their voices are heard.”

She serves on the Assembly Community Development & Women'’s Affairs, Oversight,
Reform & Federal Relations and Tourism, Gaming & the Arts Committees, representing District
2, in Atlantic County.

Assemblywoman Rowan earned her Bachelor of Arts from LaSalle College and her Juris
Doctor from Temple University.



Senator Michael L. Testa, Jr., Esq., Testa Heck Testa & White, P.A.

Senator Michael L. Testa, Jr., a lifelong resident of
Vineland, was elected to the New Jersey State Senate in
2019 to represent the First Legislative District and has since
been re-elected twice by wide margins. He serves on two of
the busiest committees in the Senate, the Senate Budget &
Appropriations and the Senate Judiciary Committee. Senator
Testa is also the Co-Chair of the bipartisan and bicameral
New Jersey Legislative Manufacturing Caucus.

A graduate of Villanova University and Villanova
University School of Law, with a Master of Laws from Temple University Beasley School of Law,
Senator Testa is a partner in his family's law firm in Vineland. He is also the Chairman of the
Cumberland County Regular Republican Organization.

In the Senate, he champions business growth, manufacturing, education, parentalrights,
veterans' benefits, tourism, behavioral health, re-entry programs, commercial fisheries, and
the preservation of marine life. His strong advocacy for energy solutions and affordable living
in New Jersey never stops. Senator Testa lives in Vineland with his wife, Julie, and their three
children.



Legislation

S4834 (Scutari) (2024-25) — Regulates certain electric bicycles

NJ PACT/REAL Rules — NJ Dept. of Environmental Protection’s “Protecting Against Climate Threats; Resilient
Environments and Landscapes” Rules

S50 (Singleton) (2024-25) — Reforms municipal responsibilities concerning provision of affordable housing; abolishes
COAH; appropriates $16 million

A3192 (Park) — Directs Office of the Public Defender to provide legal representation for certain criminal contempt
violations

Notice to the Bar: Report and Recommendations of the Judiciary Working Group on Attorney Pro Bono Assignments

— Publication for Comments



https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S5000/4834_R1a.PDF
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/njreal/real_adoption_courtesy.pdf
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S0500/50_R2.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2026/A1500/1392_I1.PDF
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2023/05/n230509a.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2023/05/n230509a.pdf

Helpful Links:

The Lawmaking Process

Path of Legislation

New Jersey State Constitution



https://www.njstatehousetours.org/168/The-Lawmaking-Process
https://www.njstatehousetours.org/DocumentCenter/View/170/Path-of-Legislation-PDF?bidId=
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Constitution:Public

