
Wiping the Slate Clean: Expungements in New Jersey 

This CLE will provide a comprehensive, practice-oriented examination of expungement law 
and procedure in New Jersey, with real-world insights from prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
and public officials. It will address eligibility requirements under N.J.S.A. 2C:52, practical 
filing and record-retrieval challenges, and the impact of policy considerations that guide 
expungement decision-making. Emphasis will be placed on common pitfalls, best 
practices, and effective advocacy, while highlighting the roles of system stakeholders in 
ensuring accurate, fair, and efficient expungement outcomes. The program will include an 
panel discussion designed to equip practitioners with actionable guidance they can 
immediately apply in their expungement practice, with a Q&A at the conclusion. 
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I. Introduction & Overview (5 minutes) 

A. Purpose of Expungement Law 

• Statutory authority: N.J.S.A. 2C:52-1 et seq. 

• Legislative intent: provide “relief to reformed offenders” and remove barriers to 
reintegration 

• Expungement as a remedial statute → should be liberally construed in favor of relief 

B. Why Expungements Matter (with real-world framing) 

• Public safety: reduced recidivism tied to employment access 

• Economic impact: increased tax participation, reduced reliance on public 
assistance 

• Collateral consequences: 

o Employment barriers 

o Housing denials 

o Professional licensing restrictions 

• Tie to reentry policy and equity concerns 

C. Panel Introduction 

• Prosecutor → gatekeeper / objection role 

• Defense/Public Defender → eligibility + advocacy 

• Judiciary/Public Official → administrative execution (Clean Slate, automation) 

 

II. Current Legal Framework (30 minutes) 

A. Disqualifying Offenses (Critical Section) 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-2(b) 

• Includes: 

o Homicide (except death by auto) 

o Kidnapping 

o Luring/enticing 
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o Human trafficking 

o Aggravated sexual assault 

o Sexual assault 

o Criminal sexual contact (minor) 

o Endangering (sexual conduct) 

o Endangering (child porn) 

o Perjury / False swearing 

• Practice tip: always screen early to avoid filing defective petitions 

B. Core Statutory Scheme – N.J.S.A. 2C:52 

1. Indictable Convictions 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-2 

o General rule: 1 indictable conviction 

o Waiting period: 5 years (potential early pathway at 4 years with compelling 
circumstances) 

o “One crime + up to 3 DP offenses” structure 

o Crime Spree 

2. Disorderly Persons Offenses 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-3 

o Up to 5 disorderly persons convictions 

o Waiting period: 5 years (reducible to 3 with “compelling circumstances”) 

3. Juvenile Expungements and Young Drug Offenders 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-4.1a and b and N.J.S.A. 2C:52-5  

o Shorter waiting periods 

o Broader eligibility in many cases 

4. Clean Slate Expungement 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-5.2 
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o 10-year waiting period 

o Covers multiple convictions (broader relief) 

o No numerical cap like traditional expungement 

o Key issue: implementation delays + automation challenges 

5. Arrests Not Resulting in Conviction 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-6 

o Immediate eligibility in many dismissals/acquittals 

o Exceptions: diversionary programs (handled separately) 

6. Marijuana / Cannabis Expungements 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-5.1 

o Automatic expungement for certain marijuana/hashish offenses 

o Interaction with legalization statutes (CREAMM Act) 

o Often no petition required → but data errors still common  

7. Municipal Ordinance Violations 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-4 

o Often overlooked category 

8. Recovery Court Expungement 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:35-14m 

9. Disclosure of Expunged Records 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-30 

o Exceptions 

C. Waiting Periods & “Compelling Circumstances” 

• Statutory flexibility allows early filing 

• Courts evaluate: 

o Rehabilitation 

o Employment need 
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o Lack of subsequent offenses 

D. Filing Mechanics 

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-7 → 2C:52-10 

o Verified petition 

o Required service: 

 Superintendent of State Police 

 County Prosecutor 

 Arresting agency 

 Court(s) 

• Court enters Order of Expungement (N.J.S.A. 2C:52-15) 

III. Practical Filing Guidance (15 minutes) 

A. Step-by-Step Workflow 

1. Client intake 

2. Full criminal history (always verify independently) 

3. Eligibility analysis 

4. Statute-by-statute review 

5. Record collection 

o NJSP rap sheet 

o Municipal court records 

o Superior court judgments 

6. Drafting petition 

o Must list every arrest and disposition 

7. Filing (eCourts system) 

8. Service of petition 

9. Prosecutor review period 

10. Court decision / hearing (if needed) 
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11. Final order + dissemination 

B. Common Errors 

• Missing arrests or incomplete history 

• Incorrect statute cited 

• Filing before waiting period expires 

• Failure to resolve fines/restitution 

o Courts may deny under N.J.S.A. 2C:52-2(a)(3) 

C. Vacating of Expungement 

D. Record Problems (Real-World Issues) 

• NJSP vs FBI discrepancies 

• Missing municipal dispositions 

• Old paper records not digitized 

o Strategy: 
Always reconcile inconsistencies before filing 

E. Prosecutorial Objections 

• Typically based on: 

o Eligibility errors 

o Public safety concerns 

o Multiple convictions exceeding statutory limits 

• Practice tip: 

o Pre-screen thoroughly → avoid objections altogether 

F. Hearings 

• Not always required 

• When they occur: 

o Focus on rehabilitation narrative 

o Demonstrate statutory compliance 
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IV. Policy Perspective (10 minutes) 

A. Systemic Challenges 

• Inconsistent data across: 

o NJSP 

o Judiciary 

o Municipal courts 

• Backlog issues → delays in relief 

V. Panel Discussion (15 minutes) 

For Prosecutors 

• When do you object—and why? 

• Should expungement be automatic in more cases? 

• How do you balance statutory mandates vs public safety? 

For Defense Attorneys 

• Biggest eligibility mistakes you see? 

• Best way to handle incomplete records? 

• How to frame “compelling circumstances”? 

 

VI. Q&A (5 minutes) 

 



1

Wiping the Slate Clean: Expungement 
in New Jersey

Practical Guidance, Policy Considerations & Real-
World Outcomes

Moderator:
Daryl Williams, Assistant Prosecutor

Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office

Speakers:

Elizabeth L. Doyle, Assistant Prosecutor
Camden County Prosecutor’s Office

Margarita Rivera, Assistant Prosecutor
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office

Tamra Katcher, Counsel
Einhorn Barbarito, PC

Aubrey Gemmell-Nunez, Assistant Deputy Public Defender
New Jersey Office of the Public Defender Expungement Unit



2

Why Expungement Matters

• Public Safety: reduced recidivism tied to 
employment access 

• Economic impact: increased tax participation, 
reduces reliance on public assistance

• Collateral consequences: Employment
barriers, housing denials, professional 
licensing restrictions

• Reentry policies and equity concerns
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Statutory Framework

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-1 et seq.

• Legislative Intent: provide “relief to reformed 
offenders…but not to create a system whereby 
persistent violators of the law… have a regular 
means of expunging their records.” N.J.S.A. 
2C:52-32

• Remove barriers to reintegration
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Types of Expungements

• Indictable – 2C:52-2

• DP – 2C:52-3

• Municipal Ordinances – 2C:52-4

• Juvenile - 2C:52-4.1 a&b

• Young Drug Offenders – 2C:52-5

• Clean Slate – 2C:52-5.3

• Arrests – 2C:52-6

• Drug Court – 2C:35-14(m)
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What Cannot Be Expunged?
N.J.S.A. 2C:52-2b

1) Criminal Homicide (Except Death by 
Auto)

2) Kidnapping

3) Luring or Enticing

4) Human Trafficking

5) Sexual Assault or Aggravated Sexual 
Assault

6) Aggravated Sexual Contact

7) Criminal sexual contact, (if victim is a 
minor)

8) Criminal Restraint (if victim is a minor 
AND offender is not the parent)

9) False Imprisonment (if victim is a 
minor AND offender is not the 
parent)

10) Robbery (Carjacking NOT enumerated)
11) Arson and related offenses

12) Endangering the Welfare of a Child IF

•Sexual Conduct or causing the child other 
harm

•Child Pornography 

•Includes possession, viewing or 
distribution of child porn

•Cause or Permit a child to engaging sex act

13) Perjury

14) False Swearing

15) Child Prostitution

16) Terrorism

17) Producing or possessing chemical weapons, 
biological agents or nuclear or radiological devices

Conspiracy or Attempt to commit any of these 
crimes.

18) Any crime committed by a public office 
holder if the crime touched upon their office



6

What Cannot Be Expunged?
Controlled Dangerous Substances — 2C:52-2(c)

• 1st and 2nd degree possession with intent to distribute CDS if 
convicted of distribution, sale, or possession with intent to sell.

Exception
• Manufacturing/Distribution/Possession with intent to distribute 

CDS if it was a 3rd [or 4th] degree offense.
•The petitioner must show “compelling circumstances”  that the 
expungement is consistent with the public interest because of the 
petitioner’s character and conduct since the conviction.

• Kollman documents (JOC, PSR, plea/sentencing transcripts) are no longer required. 
• The petitioner may wish to file a statement/brief outlining the compelling 

circumstances and may provide letters of support/character, proof of 
education/employment, etc.)  

• The court needs some basis to find compelling circumstances
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What Can Be Expunged?

REGULAR EXPUNGEMENT (2C:52-2 and 2C:52-3)
• One (1) indictable criminal conviction and up to Three 

(3) DP/PDPs, or
• Up to Five (5) DP/PDP Convictions, or 
• Any number of Municipal Ordinance convictions 

UNLESS:
1)  The petitioner has been convicted of an indictable crime

OR
2) Convicted of more than two (2) DP/PDP offenses 

• 5-year wait
• Multiple counts in one indictment may be expunged if 

considered a “single uninterrupted event or incident.” 
See In re J.S., 223 N.J. 54, 73 (2015).
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MULTIPLE INDICTABLES – TWO TYPES

• Convictions for multiple crimes:
Within a single Judgement of Conviction, or

Which are interdependent or closely related in 
circumstances and were committed as a part of a 
sequence of events that took [place within a comparatively 
short period of time.

If the petitioner has crimes/offense convictions 
subsequent to the crime spree, they are ineligible for relief 
under this section.
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What Can Be Expunged?

Two ways to expunge a Juvenile record 2C:52-4.1 a & b:
–A. If the petitioner cannot qualify under B, below, expunge under 

adult rules.

–B. Entire Juvenile record of adjudications if:
1. At least 5 years since discharge from custody or supervision 
2. No other conviction for Crime, DP, PDP or delinquent in the 

past 5 years 
3. Never adjudged a juv. delinquent for an act not eligible for 

expungement
4. Never had an adult conviction expunged 
5. Never had adult criminal charges dismissed in PTI or other 

diversionary program 
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What Can Be Expunged?

Drug offense convictions under Chapters 35 and 36 for Young Drug 
Offenders if:

1. Offender is 21 or younger at the time of the offense
2. Conviction is for Possession or Use of CDS
3. One year since conviction, jail, probation
4. No VOP’s
5. No other convictions any CDS offense (Crime, DP, PDP)
6. No subsequent dismissal of crime under PTI or other diversion.

• This section does not apply to a conviction for Manufactring, Distribution, and/or Possession with Intent to Distribute 
CDS except:  Marijuana of less than one ounce or 5 grams or less of hashish

• N.J.S.A. 2C:52-5

– Must file in the County wherein the matter was disposed
– Note: If a petitioner does not qualify under the Young Drug Offender 

exception, must follow the normal adult expungement rules. 
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What Can Be Expunged?

• CLEAN SLATE (N.J.S.A. 2C:52-5.3)
– All indictables, DP/PDPs, Municipal Ordinance Violations

• After 10 years from completion of all sentences and sentence 
requirements 

– This includes out-of-state contacts

– “Automated” Clean Slate is coming
• In the statute

• No definitive date

• No determination if this will be: 
– Expungement

– Sealing

• We expect the normal limits (enumerated offenses, etc.) to 
continue to be applicable
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What Can Be Expunged?

• Arrests NOT resulting in a conviction – “Expedited Expungement” (N.J.S.A. 2C:52-6)
– Dismissal
– Not Guilty
– The Superior Court  or Municipal Court will automatically enter the expungement into 

the eCourts expungment module

• Case/complaint is not eligible for expedited expungement under 2C:52-6 if the discharged, 
dismissed, or acquitted charges resulted from a plea involving conviction of other charges.

• Arrests resulting in Pre-Trial Intervention (PTI) or Conditional Discharge/ Dismissal (CD)
• 6-month waiting period
• Adult PTI prohibits juvenile adjudications from being eligible for expungement

• Marijuana offenses (N.J.S.A. 2C:52-5.1 and 2C:52-6.1)
– Counties were given lists by AOC
– Data integrity issues 

• Municipal Ordinance Violations (2C:52-14e(1))
– Under Regular pathway Once indictable and/or more than 2 DP/PDPs have been 

expunged, may have previously ineligible municipal ordinance violations expunged.
– Under Clean Slate  Municipal ordinance violations may be expunged at the same time 

as other contacts 
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What Can Be Expunged?
Recovery Court Expungement

After April 18, 2016, The Superior Court may order the expungement of all records of arrests & convictions, if:
– Successfully complete Recovery Court, and
– Not convicted of a crime or DP/PDP during the term of special probation
– No expungement petition is required
– No waiting periods under 2C:52-2 thru 2C:52-4.1 apply
– No fee can be charged
– Court issues the order & the petitioner or OPD (attorney) serves agencies
Must file in the county where the petitioner graduated from Recovery Court.

The Court will grant the expungement unless:
– Availability of the record outweighs the need for its expungement
– Prior conviction for ineligible crime(s) enumerated under 2C:52-2b
– Prior conviction for 3rd [or 4th] Degree Manufacturing, Distribution, Or Possession with intent to Distribute  

CDS under 2C:52-2c
• Requires court to find compelling circumstances to grant the expungement

NOTE: If a subsequent conviction for any crime the graduate’s full record of arrests may be restored and no 
future expungement will be granted.

• If a person successfully completed and graduated from Recovery Court prior to April 18, 2016, they may have 
their entire criminal record expunged:

– Must file a petition and all supporting documentation
– File an expungement application in the Superior Court in the County where the petitioner was 

sentenced to Special Probation (Recovery Court.)
– All other conditions apply as if the petitioner is a current Recovery Court graduate
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How Long To Wait For an Expungement?

• Indictable Conviction – 5 YEARS
– From date of conviction, end of successful completion of 

probation or parole, release from incarceration, payment of 
fines – whichever is later

– If more than one conviction, the 10-year Clean Slate waiting 
period starts from the completion of all sentencing 
requirements from the most-recent conviction, whether it is a 
crime or DP/PDP

• Example:
– Convicted of indictable Theft on Jan. 1, 2010, probation ends Jan. 1, 2015, and all 

court-ordered financial assessments are paid in full: 
» Presumptively eligible on Jan. 1, 2020, for a Regular (5 years after completion) 
» Presumptively eligible on Jan. 1, 2020, for a Clean Slate (10 years after 

completion)
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Exceptions – “Early Pathway”

If four (4) years after the successful completion of probation, 
payment of fines, end of incarceration, whichever is later, and 

1. No subsequent conviction for crime, DP/PDP, and, 
2. The court finds, in its discretion, that the expungement is in the 

public interest, giving due consideration to:    (Oral Argument)
– The nature of the offense
– The applicant’s character and conduct since the conviction
– Kollman documents are no longer required, but you may wish to submit a 

statement, affidavit, or certification detailing compelling circumstances and upload 
any supporting documentation you would like the court to consider in making its 
finding

Please be aware that “Early Pathway” relief is only available when all
sentencing requirements are completed.  

There is no “Early Pathway” provision under Clean Slate
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Exceptions – Payment of Fines
• Court-Ordered Financial Assessments (Fines/Fees/Restitution) –

• Outstanding or Satisfied Within the Five (5) Year Time 
Requirement

•If it has been fewer than five (5) years since satisfaction of court-
ordered financial assessments or court-ordered financial assessments 
remain outstanding, but the five (5) year requirement is otherwise 
satisfied, and the court must find that the person:

1. Has substantially complied with any payment plan ordered, or
2. Could not do so because of compelling circumstances or the lack of 

payment was for reasons other than willful non-compliance.

This is up to the court and may be decided on the papers.  However, the 
court needs some basis to find compelling circumstances or to make the 
finding that the non-payment was for reasons other than willful non-
compliance.  See last paragraph of 2C:52-a for examples: 

• Amount of court-ordered financial assessment(s) imposed
• The person’s age at the time of offense(s)
• The person’s financial condition
• Other relevant circumstances regarding the person’s ability to pay



17

How Long To Wait For an Expungement?, con’t. 

• DP/PDP convictions – 5 YEARS
– From date of conviction, completion of Probation or Parole, 

incarceration or payment of fines, whichever is later.

– If more than one conviction, the 5-year waiting period starts from the 
last DP/PDP conviction. 
• Example:
– Convicted of DP Theft on Jan. 1, 2010, fines paid that day.

» Presumptively eligible on Jan. 1, 2015 for an expungement  (5 years, after conviction)

– If more than 5 DP/PDP convictions, the petitioner is only eligible for 
Clean Slate and must wait for the 10-year waiting period.
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Exceptions – Early Pathway or Payment of Fines

Early Pathway:
– If three (3) years after conviction, successful completion of probation, payment 

of fines, end of incarceration, whichever is later, and
1. No subsequent convictions for a crime, DP/PDP, and
2. The court finds, in its discretion, that compelling circumstances exist to grant the 

expungement (oral argument)

Again, “Early Pathway” relief is only available when all sentencing requirements are completed.  

Payment of Fines: 
– If fewer than five (5) years have passed since satisfaction of the court-ordered 

assessments, but the five (5) year time requirement is otherwise satisfied, and 
– the court must find that the person:   (Up to the court May be decided on 

papers)
1. Has substantially complied with any payment plan ordered, or
2. Could not do so because of compelling circumstances or the lack of payment was for 

reasons other than willful non-compliance.
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How Long To Wait For an Expungement?, con’t. 

•Municipal Ordinance Convictions – 2 YEARS 
–no mechanism for court to grant expungement while court-ordered 
assessments remain outstanding via the Regular pathway

•Young Drug Offender – 1 YEAR with no additional convictions

•Arrests not Resulting in Conviction – IMMEDIATELY

•Dismissals after successful completion of PTI or Conditional 
Discharge/Dismissal – 6 MONTHS

NOTE: No petition can be filed if a petitioner has open or pending 
charge(s). This includes if the petitioner has not completed their 
sentence for any charge or if they are in custody/under 
Probation/Parole supervision out-of-state.
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Where to File?

• Expungement applications MAY be filed in the county where a contact 
occurred or in the county where the petitioner lives

• Things to Consider:

– You may want to file in the county where the petitioner was convicted of 
indictable crimes or where the petitioner has the majority of their contacts.

– If the petitioner was charged with very serious crimes, the State may consider 
a “Need for the Records” argument and have questions about the facts of the 
case.

• If the matter is filed in the county where that case was charged, the State may be able to 
answer any questions they have on their own.

• If the matter is filed in a different county, the State will likely ask the petitioner to provide 
more information, such as police reports, Judgment(s) of Conviction, etc. 

– If filed in a county where the petitioner lives only, and they have no contacts
in that county:

• The petitioner will be asked to verify their residency as that is the only connection to 
establish jurisdiction

• You may wish to upload proof of residency with the petition
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Most Common Objections/Errors
• Premature – The waiting period has not been met yet

• Enumerated crime conviction(s) ineligible for expungement

• Open and Pending Matters 
– Check “Active Warrants” and “Pending Charges” fields on PCH
– This can be for outstanding fines/fees/restitution

• DeMarco Violations / Missing Contacts 
– The petition must list ALL contacts that the petitioner has ever had
– This includes things for which the person was not fingerprinted or not 

taken to the police department (e.g. – underage drinking ticket from 
the shore)

– Very old contacts (Pre-mid-1980s) 
– In-state/out-of-state/Federal contacts
– Dismissals that the petitioner thinks are already expunged
– Check PCH for Juvenile matters!
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Most Common Objections/Errors

• How to Find Missing Contacts

– May want to check public-access

• Promis Gavel

• Municipal Court Case Search (MCCS)

– Please ask about out-of-state contacts

• Incorrect statutes cited

• Filing before waiting period expires

• Failure to resolve fines/restitution

• Identity/Name Issues
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Most Common Objections/Errors

• Lack of service – 2C:52-10 – required agencies are not served:
– Please make sure there is a municipality listed for all contacts 

• Juvenile contacts – eCourts does not automatically supply juvenile 
contact municipalities

• Please serve the Deputy Clerk of the Superior Court- Family 
Division for any county in which the petitioner has juvenile 
contacts.  Be aware of transfers.

– Please serve the Sheriff’s Department for any county in which the 
petitioner was fingerprinted or if the contact is showing on the 
criminal history

– Please serve the Warden of the County Jail in any county where: 
• the petitioner served any time in jail
• The petitioner had any CSLS/SLAP sentence, Home Electronic 

Monitoring
– Please serve Probation for any county in which the petitioner:

• Had a probationary sentence (Adult or Juvenile)
– Be aware of transfers

• Had PTI or a conditional discharge/dismissal
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Practical Filing Guidance
• Filing Mechanics

o N.J.S.A. 2C:52-7  N.J.S.A. 2C:52-10

o Verified Petition

o Statements

o Required service

NJSP

County Prosecutor

Arresting Agency

Court

o Expungement resources/guidance on NJCourts.gov

• Court enters Order of Expungement (N.J.S.A. 2C:52-15)
• “No Record Information”
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Questions



Assistant Prosecutor Elizabeth L. Doyle is a member of the Camden County Prosecutor’s 
Office. She is the Deputy Section Chief of the Civil Litigation and Records Management 
Unit, where her duties include working with expungements. She is also an instructor at the 
Camden County Police Academy. AP Doyle has also served in the Motions & Appeals, 
Juvenile, Trial Team, Grand Jury, Domestic Violence, and Special Victims Units. Prior to 
joining the CCPO, AP Doyle was briefly in private practice in a Philadelphia civil law firm. 
Before becoming a lawyer, she had a career in computer systems. AP Doyle clerked for the 
Honorable John Tomasello, J.S.C. (Retired/Recall) when he sat as the Presiding Judge of the 
Criminal Division for Gloucester/Cumberland/Salem Counties (Vicinage XV). She holds a 
B.S. in Biology from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, an M.S. in Administration 
from Boston College, and a J.D. from Widener University Delaware School of Law. 
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Tamra Katcher, Counsel in the firm’s Criminal Law Practice, focuses on felony and municipal court

matters, DWI, domestic violence, gun permitting and appeals, and expungements. Before entering

private practice as a criminal defense lawyer, she served in the City of Newark, Office of the Municipal

Prosecutor, as Assistant Chief Municipal Prosecutor and Assistant Prosecutor, and as an Assistant

Prosecutor in the Grand Jury and Adult Trial Sections of the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office.

Currently, Tamra is the President of Women Lawyers in Bergen County and the co-chair for the

Criminal Practice Committee of the Bergen Bar Association. She is also the co-chair of the Bergen

County Bar Association Annual Expungement Clinic that offers free expungement representation to all

attendees.

Tamra recently completed her Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice; her research thesis focused on the

issues that arise between mental health and DWI investigations.

Additionally, Tamra has taught criminal justice courses as an adjunct professor at the College of St.

Elizabeth, Kean University, County College of Morris, and University of Phoenix Online. She is also a

Senior CLE Instructor with Garden State Continuing Legal Education, and has been on several panels

discussing DWI, mental health, and criminal law for NJSBA and NJAJ.

After law school, Tamra clerked for the Hon. Paul J. Vichness, J.S.C., Essex County Superior Court,

Criminal Division, and also served as a law clerk with the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office.

Tamra Katcher counsel

tkatcher@einhornlawyers.com | 973-586-4944
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Margarita Rivera is an Assistant Prosecutor at Essex County Prosecutor's Office she 
attended Princeton University, where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in English. After 
graduating Princeton, she went on to pursue her law degree at Seton Hall University, School 
of Law. Margarita began her legal career as a judicial clerk for the Honorable Gerald C. 
Escala, Chancery Division, General Equity, in Bergen County,  as well as working as a staff 
attorney for the Passaic County Legal Aid Society and Ryan White Coordinator. Margarita 
joined the Essex County Prosecutor’s Office, where she has had a meaningful career, 
including being assigned to the Special Victim and Homicide Units prior to becoming a 
Supervisor for the Trial Team. In 2019, she became Supervisor of the PTI/Expungement 
Units.  

 



Aubrey Gemmell, Esq. 
 
Aubrey Gemmell is an Assistant Deputy Public Defender with the New Jersey Office 

of the Public Defender’s Expungement Unit. Prior to becoming an attorney with the unit in 
2025, Aubrey graduated from Rutgers Camden School of Law where she competed in the 
Honorable James Hunter III Moot Court competition and was a published member of the 
Journal of Law and Religion. She spent two summers with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP’s 
Litigation Practice Group, and two years as a paralegal with the firm. Before law school, she 
worked for political consulting firms in Boston, MA and Washington, DC after graduating 
cum laude from Emerson College’s Honors Program with a Bachelor of Science in Political 
Communications. Aubrey firmly believes that every individual deserves a second chance 
and is passionate about expanding New Jersey’s expungement eligibility to continue 
moving the state’s justice system towards a holistic and restorative model. 
 

 


