
Sittin’ in with the DJs … with a Little Help from an MJ and AJ: Demystifying the 
differences between state and federal court 

One of the Annual Meeting's most popular programs is back and brings together judges 
from the state and federal bench to provide a meaningful, inside perspective on important 
differences between state and federal civil practice. The discussion will be among federal 
district court and magistrate judges and a retired Superior Court assignment judge for a 
candid dialogue about some of the most important distinctions between the two systems – 
from the latest in AI and hallucinations, immigration matters, discovery, interactions with 
the jury, motions in limine and judicial independence and security – with an emphasis on 
federal practice and procedure. 

 



“Do’s” and “Don’t’s” 

- Preparing for and participating in a Rule 16 scheduling conference before a Magistrate 
Judge 

- Submitting and approaching discovery disputes before a Magistrate Judge 

- Settlement conferences 

- Contacting a federal judge’s chambers 

- Preparing for and participating in telephonic status conferences before a Magistrate Judge 

Best and Worst Practices 

Best Practices: 

- Being on time 

- Being appropriately prepared (checked your cites and recent law) 

- Being courteous/respectful 

- Providing relevant status (e.g. discovery, related cases, issues) 

- Checking docket regularly 

- Know the Applicable Court Rules 

- Submission; Less is More 

- Familiarize yourself with Judge’s courtroom procedure/demeanor (i.e. Oral 
Argument/Trials) 

- Review certification/affidavit before submitting to court 

- Follow the Rule for courtesy copies in State Court 

- Organize Exhibits 

- Be courteous. Attorneys are adversaries, not gladiators 

- Communicate. Lack of communication results in most of the current pre-trial issues 

Worst Practices: 

- Add “Not” before each of the above 

- Late without notice or explanation 

- Failing to appear without notice or explanation 



- Frivolous motion practice or position 

- Attempt to “bypass” Magistrate Judge 

 

General information:  

I. United States Courts, Types of Federal Judges 
II. United States District Court, District of New Jersey, How do I file a new suit in 

Federal Court? 
III. Federal Judicial Caseload Statistics 
IV. Mediation in the Federal Courts 

a. Local Civil Rule 301.1 
V. New Jersey District Court Local Rules 

a. Judicial preferences 
VI. Judicial Independence and the Rule of Law 

a. Chief Justice John Roberts Statement – March 18, 2025 
b. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson: Attacks on Judges Undermine Democracy, 

Warns Justice Jackson – May 1, 2025 
c. Courts Must ‘Check the Excesses’ of Congress and the President, Roberts 

Says – May 7, 2025 
VII. Final Pretrial Order Template - Hon. Julien Xavier Neals, U.S.D.J. 

VIII. Rooker Feldman Doctrine – King v. Wells Fargo Bank, No. 1:2018cv11316 (D.N.J. 
2018) 

IX. Orders Amending Local Rules – District Court of New Jersey 
X. Complete Local Rules - District Court of New Jersey 

XI. Key New Jersey rules and cases: 

1. Davis v. Husain, 220 N.J. 270 (2014) 

2. NJCR 1:16 

3. NJCR 1:8-8 

4. NJCR 4:25-8 

 

Articles:  

AI/hallucinations: https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/blog/when-ai-hallucinations-hit-the-
courtroom-why-content-quality-determines-ai-reliability-in-legal-practice/  

https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/types-federal-judges
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/court-info/faq/common?page=1
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/court-info/faq/common?page=1
https://www.uscourts.gov/data-news/reports/statistical-reports/federal-judicial-caseload-statistics
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/mediation
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/sites/njd/files/OrderreAmendLocalRule3011.pdf
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/court-info/local-rules-and-orders
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/judicial-preferences
https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/03/chief-justice-rebukes-trumps-call-for-judicial-impeachment/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/01/us/politics/supreme-court-justice-jackson.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Fk8.SZPs.IqqU0hmor5_R&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/01/us/politics/supreme-court-justice-jackson.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Fk8.SZPs.IqqU0hmor5_R&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/us/politics/supreme-court-roberts-judicial-independence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/us/politics/supreme-court-roberts-judicial-independence.html
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/sites/njd/files/JudgeNealsFinalPretrialOrderTemplate.pdf
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-jersey/njdce/1:2018cv11316/379299/10/
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-jersey/njdce/1:2018cv11316/379299/10/
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/orders-amending-local-rules
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/sites/njd/files/CompleteLocalRules.pdf
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zwgPCERXJwiWnNKnSPs0S7eizl?domain=legal.thomsonreuters.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zwgPCERXJwiWnNKnSPs0S7eizl?domain=legal.thomsonreuters.com


Judicial independence: https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/us-supreme-courts-
roberts-says-personal-hostility-aimed-judges-has-got-stop-2026-03-17/ 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/pPmMCG6XL0SJqQoqhktYSBmiCz?domain=reuters.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/pPmMCG6XL0SJqQoqhktYSBmiCz?domain=reuters.com


Ralph J. Lamparello
CO-MANAGING PARTNER

EMAIL
rlamparello@chasanlaw.com

PHONE
(201) 809-6001

Overview
Ralph J. Lamparello is co-managing partner of Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, PC, president of the New
Jersey State Bar Foundation, and a past president of the New Jersey State Bar Association. A highly respected New
Jersey trial attorney, Ralph concentrates his practice in civil and criminal litigation, with a focus on civil rights,
employment law, commercial disputes, environmental law, public entity defense, and white-collar criminal
defense. Ralph has received many of the legal profession’s highest honors. In 2019, the New Jersey Bar Foundation
awarded the Medal of Honor, its most prestigious recognition, to Ralph for his outstanding contributions to the
advancement or improvement of the justice system and the betterment of the legal profession in New Jersey. The
award also recognizes professional excellence as demonstrated by an individual’s accomplishments in the law or
through service to the profession and the community during their career. The Best Lawyers in America® is the
oldest peer-review publication in the legal profession, covering 79 legal specialties and including attorneys in all 50
states. Lawyers are chosen for inclusion by other lawyers in their specialty and jurisdiction. For 2026, Ralph was
selected by his peers in a noteworthy seven practice areas:

Commercial Litigation
Employment Law – Management
Labor Law – Management
Litigation – Construction
Litigation – Labor and Employment
Litigation – Municipal
Litigation – Environmental

He was additionally recognized as one of the 2021 “Lawyer of the Year” recipients for his work in “Employment Law
– Management in Newark.” Only a single lawyer in each practice area and community is honored with the “Lawyer
of the Year” award. Previously, Best Lawyers in America® named Ralph the 2015 “Lawyer of the Year” for his work
in "Litigation – Labor and Employment in Newark." Since its inception in 2005, Ralph has been named to the Super
Lawyers® list, published by Key Professional Media, Inc. and reported by New Jersey Monthly Magazine, in the
areas of employment and labor law, civil litigation, commercial litigation, and criminal defense. Ralph also holds
the highest peer review rating for ethical standards and legal ability from Martindale-Hubbell, the authoritative
resource for information on the legal profession. Ralph received the Professional Lawyer of the Year Award on
behalf of the Hudson County Bar Association in 2009 and again in 2014 on behalf of the New Jersey State Bar
Association from the New Jersey Commission on Professionalism. These recognitions are bestowed on New Jersey
attorneys for integrity and service to the bar. In May 2008, Ralph was elected secretary of the New Jersey State Bar
Association and since then has served in every executive committee position, culminating in his presidency in
2013. He was the first Hudson County attorney to lead the statewide organization in 40 years. Additionally, Ralph
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has served as a trustee of the New Jersey State Bar Foundation, a philanthropic organization dedicated to
promoting law-related education to the general public, since 2003. In 2013, Ralph received the prestigious
Humanitarian Achievement Award from the Seton Hall School of Law's Peter W. Rodino Jr. Society. The award is
presented annually to commemorate the values embodied in the work and legacy of Congressman Rodino —
compassion, honor, and wisdom. In 2015, the New Jersey State Bar Association Board of Trustees, upon the
recommendation of the Judicial Administration Committee, selected Ralph as the recipient of the Arthur T.
Vanderbilt Award. The award, named in honor of Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt, the first justice under New Jersey’s
modern constitution, recognizes outstanding efforts by individuals in the legal community who assist in fulfilling
the mission statements of the New Jersey State Bar Association and the Judicial Administration Committee.

Awards

Practice Areas
Commercial Litigation
Criminal Defense
Employment and Labor Law
Governmental Law
Litigation

Education
St. John's University School of Law, 1977 JD
College of the Holy Cross, 1974 BA, Phi Beta Kappa, Cum Laude

Bar Admissions
New Jersey
New York

Professional Activities
American Bar Association, Litigation Section
New Jersey State Bar Association, Past President
New Jersey State Bar Foundation, President
The Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey
Association of the Federal Bar of the State of New Jersey

https://www.chasanlaw.com/practice-area/business-litigation/
https://www.chasanlaw.com/practice-area/criminal-defense/
https://www.chasanlaw.com/practice-area/employment-labor-law/
https://www.chasanlaw.com/practice-area/governmental-law/
https://www.chasanlaw.com/practice-area/litigation/


Association of Trial Lawyers of America - New Jersey
Hudson County Bar Association, Past President
New Jersey League of Municipalities, Institute of Municipal Attorneys
New York State Bar Association

Court Admissions
Supreme Court of New Jersey
New York State Court of Appeals
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey
United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
United States District Court for the Eastern District of New York
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
United States Supreme Court

Certifications
Formerly Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a Civil Trial Attorney, 1993, 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015
Formerly Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a Criminal Trial Attorney, 1985, 1992, 1999, 2006, 2011

Insights & News
Six CLM&C Attorneys Selected to 2026 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars
2026 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America® Recognizes Ten CLM&C Attorneys
Seven CLM&C Attorneys Selected to 2025 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars
2025 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America® Recognizes Record Number of CLM&C Attorneys
Seven CLM&C Attorneys Selected to 2024 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars
CLM&C Attorneys to Speak at the 2023 New Jersey State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting in Paris
2024 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America® Recognizes Record Number of CLM&C Attorneys
CLM&C Attorneys to Receive Honors and Speak at the 2023 New Jersey State Bar Association Meeting and
Convention
Eight CLM&C Attorneys Selected to 2023 Super Lawyers and Rising Stars
Seven CLM&C Attorneys Recognized by 2023 Edition of The Best Lawyers in America®
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https://www.chasanlaw.com/news/six-clmc-attorneys-selected-to-2026-super-lawyers-and-rising-stars/
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Tonianne J. Bongiovanni is a federal magistrate judge for the United States District Court 
for the District of New Jersey. She was appointed effective April 14, 2003.  

Judge Bongiovanni earned a B.S. degree from New Jersey City University and then a law 
degree from Seton Hall University, School of Law in 1988.  

Judge Bongiovanni began her career in 1985 as an investigator for the New Jersey Federal 
Public Defender’s Office. She became an assistant federal public defender in 1988 and a 
first assistant federal public defender in 1997. She was then appointed to the U.S. District 
Court in 2003. She has also taught at the Seton Hall University School of Law as an adjunct 
faculty member since 1998.  

  



Judge Neals 

Judge Julien X. Neals began his legal career in 1991 as a law clerk for the Honorable 
Seymour Margulies, J.S.C., of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Hudson County, Civil 
Division. After completing his clerkship, Mr. Neals joined the Law Firm of Chasan Leyner & 
Lamparello, PC, in Secaucus, New Jersey, where he later became partner. During his 14-
year career at the firm, his practice focused on civil rights, criminal and governmental 
litigation, commercial litigation, municipal litigation, corporate and employment 
discrimination, copyright, and trademark, in both State and Federal Court. 

On June 24, 2021, he was sworn in as a United States District Judge of the United States 
District Court for the District of New Jersey and sits in the Newark Vicinage. 

From 2015 – 2021, he served as County Counsel and Acting County Administrator for 
Bergen County in Hackensack, New Jersey. In these roles, he directed the County’s Law 
Department, was responsible for the preparation of the County's Budget and oversaw the 
County's day-to-day operations. 

From 2010 – 2014, he served as the Business Administrator for the City of Newark. In his 
role as Business Administrator, he was responsible for the preparation of the City's Budget 
and oversaw the City's day-to-day operations and its ten municipal departments. 

From 2008 ¬– 2010, he served as Corporation Counsel for the City of Newark. In his role as 
Corporation Counsel, he managed and oversaw the City's Department of Law and its staff 
of approximately 45 full time attorneys who practice in the following sections: Contracts & 
Legislation, Labor, Civil Litigation, Real Estate, Tax Appeals & Tax Abatements, Workers' 
Compensation and Municipal Prosecutors' Office, and 30 support staff. 

From 2006 – 2008, he served as Chief Judge of the Newark Municipal Court. In his role as 
Chief Judge, he oversaw 11 full-time judges, all day-to-day Court operations and over 100 
support staff. During his sixteen-month tenure as head of the state's largest and busiest 
municipal court, he worked to improve customer service, reduce the Court's case backlog, 
and developed a "Community Court" program, which unified the Court with public and 
private agencies to provide alternatives to prosecution. 

A 1986 graduate of Morehouse College, Atlanta, Georgia, cum laude, he earned his B.A. in 
Communications. In 1991, he received his J.D. from Emory University School of Law, also 
in Atlanta, Georgia.  

 



Judge Shipp 
 

Judge Michael A. Shipp was appointed to the United States District Court for the District of 
New Jersey in 2012. Prior to his appointment, he served as a United States Magistrate 
Judge for the District of New Jersey, Newark Vicinage, from 2007 through 2012.  
 
Judge Shipp earned his undergraduate degree from Rutgers University and his law degree 
from Seton Hall University School of Law. He began his legal career with a clerkship for the 
Hon. James H. Coleman, Jr., Supreme Court of New Jersey. Thereafter, he spent eight years 
with the law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. In September 2003, Judge 
Shipp joined the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety as the Assistant Attorney 
General in‐charge‐of the State’s Consumer Protection Practice Group. In February 2007, 
Judge Shipp was named Counsel to the Attorney General, where he served as a top advisor 
on a variety of sensitive legal issues relating to ethics, appointments and other matters 
requiring personal involvement by the Attorney General. He also assisted in managing day‐
to‐day issues and advised and strategized with attorneys, directors, commissioners and 
other government officials on significant litigation matters.  
 
Judge Shipp is an adjunct professor at Seton Hall University School of Law. He and his wife 
Michele have three sons. 
 



Hon. Peter F. Bariso, Jr., A.J.S.C. (Ret.)
COUNSEL

EMAIL
pbariso@chasanlaw.com

PHONE
(201) 809-6056

Overview
Hon. Peter F. Bariso, Jr., A.J.S.C. (Ret.) draws on 16 years of judicial experience as a New Jersey Superior Court Judge
and more than two decades as an attorney in consulting on complex litigation matters affecting both private and
public sector clients. Appointed to the bench in 2005 by Governor Richard J. Codey, Judge Bariso served as the
Presiding Judge of the Civil Division from 2006 to 2012. He became Assignment Judge of the Hudson Vicinage in
2012, giving him judicial responsibility for all trial courts in the county, including the Superior Court and all
municipal courts. Judge Bariso was a member of the Conference of Assignment Judges as well as the Judicial
Council. He was also a member of the Advisory Committee on Expedited Civil Actions where he served as the Pre-
Trial Subcommittee Chair. Judge Bariso is a former member of the Supreme Court Special Committee on
Peremptory Challenges and Jury Voir Dire where he served as Chair of the Civil Subcommittee. He is also a former
member of the Supreme Court Civil Practice Committee. Judge Bariso served as the Chair of the Conference of Civil
Presiding Judges. He previously chaired both the Supreme Court Arbitration Advisory Committee and the Hudson
County Advisory Committee on Minority Concerns. Judge Bariso is a member of the New Jersey State Bar
Association, the Hudson County Bar Association and the Essex County Bar Association. Judge Bariso frequently
lectures on civil litigation issues for the Judiciary, the New Jersey State Bar Association, the Hudson County Bar
Association and the New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, among other organizations. He has been
an instructor for ICLE’s Civil Law segment of the Skills and Methods course for newly admitted attorneys. In 2015,
Judge Bariso was the recipient of the NJICLE Alfred C. Clapp Award for Excellence in Continuing Legal Education. In
2024, the New Jersey Bar Foundation awarded the Medal of Honor, its most prestigious award to Judge Bariso.
Since 2000, the Medal of Honor award has been given annually to lawyers, law–related professionals, and lay
people who have made significant contributions to the advancement or improvement of the justice system or the
betterment of the legal profession in New Jersey. The award also recognizes professional excellence as
demonstrated by an individual’s accomplishments in the law or through service to the profession and the
community during their careers. Judge Bariso graduated from Rutgers University in 1976, where he received a
bachelor’s degree magna cum laude and was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa honor society. He received his juris
doctor degree from the Rutgers University School of Law in 1979. After law school, he clerked for Superior Court
Judge J. Emmet Cassidy before entering private practice, specializing in civil defense litigation for corporate,
insurance, and individual clients. In 1988, he established a successful defense firm, Peter F. Bariso, Jr., Esq. PC.,
concentrating in civil litigation and worker’s compensation, which merged with the Firm in 1995. Judge Bariso led
Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, PC Litigation Department for ten years, focusing his practice on insurance
defense litigation issues related to automobile, aviation, commercial, premises, products liability, and worker’s
compensation. He was frequently appointed as an arbitrator by the Superior Court of New Jersey and worked as a
court-approved mediator in complex and substantial civil matters. He was certified by the Supreme Court as a Civil
Trial Attorney. Judge Bariso has had six trial court opinions approved for publication: Jersey City Redevelopment
Agency v. RJ Woodward, LLC, 462 N.J. Super. 27 (Law Div. 2020) Ferguson v. JONAH, 445 N.J. Super. 129 (Law Div.
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2014) Dobco v. Brockwell & Carrington, 441 N.J. Super. 148 (Law Div. 2015) Town of Harrison Bd. v. Netchert, 439
N.J. Super. 164 (Law Div. 2015) Camacho v. Camacho, 381 N.J. Super. 395 (Law Div. 2005) Smith v. Moustiatse, 388
N.J. Super. 273 (Law Div. 2005) Judge Bariso has also contributed to numerous publications used as seminar
material for The New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education over the past 20 years. Some of the more
recent publications were seminar material for Labor and Employment Law Forum (2017); Hot Topics for Civil
Litigators (2014); Effectively Using Objections at Depositions and Trial: A Crash Course from Some of the State’s
Top Judges and Attorneys (2011); 2011 Civil Trial Practice: The Judicial Perspective (2011); 2010 Automobile
Insurance Update: Keys for Handling the Automobile Accident Case; Keys to Jury Selection in a Civil
Case (2010); Effectively Using Objections at Deposition and Trial: A Crash Course from some of the State’s top
Judges and Attorneys (2008); Beyond the Court Rules: What the Presiding Judges Really Think (2008); Medicine for
Lawyers: Winning Neck & Back Injury Cases (2008); 2007 Tort Law Conference (2007). He is also a contributing
author on Education Law for Encyclopedia of New Jersey (2004). 

No aspect of this advertisement has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey Award Methodology

Practice Areas
Alternative Dispute Resolution

Education
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, 1976 BA
magna cum laude
Rutgers Law School, 1979 JD

Bar Admissions
New Jersey

Insights & News
Inside Our Take Your Child to Work Day: Mock Trial and Mentorship in Action
Hon. Peter F. Bariso, Jr., A.J.S.C. (Ret.) to Moderate NJICLE Program on Closing Arguments
Peter F. Bariso, Longtime Judge and Prolific CLE Speaker, to Receive NJSBF 2024 Medal of Honor
Judge Bariso Holds Mock Trial for Bring Your Children to Work Day
CLM&C Attorneys to Speak at the 2023 New Jersey State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting in Paris
CLM&C Attorneys to Receive Honors and Speak at the 2023 New Jersey State Bar Association Meeting and
Convention
CLM&C Attorneys Honored at the 2021 New Jersey State Bar Association Meeting and Convention
The Honorable Peter F. Bariso, Jr. Returns to the Firm
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