
The Rules of Evidence Do Exist in Family Law 

Navigate the evidentiary rules to strengthen your practice. This seminar explores how the 
New Jersey Rules of Evidence apply to family law proceedings and how to use them to best 
advocate for your clients. 
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N.J.R.E.901.Requirement  
of Authentication or  
Identification
To satisfy the requirement of authenticating or identifying  
an item of evidence, the proponent must present  
evidence suf icient to support a finding that the item is  
what its proponent claims.
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Hon. Charles F. Kenny, JSC 
 
The Hon. Charles F Kenny, JSC was appointed to the Superior Court in 2024. He graduated 
from Seton Hall University, where he obtained a BA with Honors, and was awarded a Juris 
Doctorate from Seton Hall Law School in 1989. He began his legal career as a Judicial Law 
Clerk in the Appellate Division to the Honorable David S Baime, JAD. He then worked as an 
associate at Wilentz,  Goldman & Spitzer, where he began his career as a civil trial lawyer. 
From then, until he was appointed to the Bench, he had several partnerships and tried 
scores of civil trials to verdict. Judge Kenny was Certified as a Civil Trial Attorney by the 
Supreme Court of New Jersey and renewed twice.      
  
Judge Kenny served as a Supreme Court appointed Special Ethics Adjudicator from 2001 
until  his appointment to the Bench and is the former Chair of the District VA Ethics 
Committee. He served several terms as a Trustee of the Hudson County Bar Association 
and also served as a Court appointed Arbitrator in Hudson County for Rule 4:21A-
1 Arbitration cases and as an arbitrator in UM and UIM cases. Throughout his career, in 
addition to Civil Jury Trials, he successfully tried Workers Compensation, Administrative 
Law, and Social Security matters. He represented the successful plaintiff in 
Tymczyszyn  v.  Columbus Gardens, 422 NJ Super 352 App. Div  2011) which is a lead tort 
claims case governing public entity sidewalk liability. 
  
While an attorney, he served on the Board of Education of the Matawan Aberdeen Regional 
School District from April 2005 to January 2015, having been elected for  three consecutive 
terms, and was elected President three times serving from 2009 to 2013. Throughout his 
career, he has lectured on civil trial practice, evidence, and ethics. 
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PROFESSIONAL WORK HISTORY 

Judge of the Superior Court of New Jersey, New Brunswick, New Jersey, July 2020 – 
present. 

 
Appointed to the bench by the Hon. Philip D. Murphy to serve as a Superior Court 

Judge. Assigned to the Chancery Division, Family, Middlesex County. Preside over family 
law matters, including all aspects of divorce: motion practice, dissolution, equitable 
distribution, custody and parenting time; all aspects of non-dissolution matters and domestic 
violence matters. Chair, EEO/AA Committee, Vicinage 8. Judicial Liaison, Domestic Violence 
Working Group. Member, Supreme Court Committee on Judicial Education Committee.   

 
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis LLP, Woodbridge, New Jersey 
Associate, 1990-1998, Partner, 1999 – July 2020. 

 
Litigation practice representing individuals and business entities in commercial, estate, 

matrimonial, chancery litigation, and alternative dispute resolution. Significant experience in 
handling contract and partnership disputes, actions involving closely held companies, 
oppressed minority shareholder litigation, hiring and termination of senior employees, non-
compete issues, and other “business divorce” matters. Represented professionals 
including attorneys and accountants in various actions, ranging from professional 
malfeasance to claims of fraud and alleged professional malpractice. In the areas of estate 
litigation and matrimonial law, practice concentrates primarily on the representation of high 
net worth individuals, including matters requiring sophisticated business valuations. 
Appointed by the Court to serve as Guardian ad litem, Receiver, Special Fiscal Agent, 
Ombudsman, Arbitrator, Mediator, Special Medical Guardian, and Counsel to alleged 
incapacitated persons. 

Law Secretary to the Honorable Erminie Lane Conley, Superior Court of New 
Jersey, Chancery Division, General Equity Part. 1989-1990. 

Handled all aspects of motions filed in the General Equity and Probate parts of 
the Superior Court. Prepared research memoranda and drafted opinions to assist Court. 

Admitted to the Bar 

State of New Jersey, the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey, 
and the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 

mailto:andrea.sullivan@njcourts.gov


EDUCATION 

Rutgers University School of Law, Newark, NJ. J.D. 1989, Magna Cum Laude 
 

Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA. A.B. 1982, Cum Laude 
 
 

HONORS & AWARDS 
 

• Fellow, Litigation Counsel of America. Invitation only, limited to .5% of attorneys 

• Recipient of Pro Bono Award from the Middlesex County Bar Association for significant 
pro bono contributions (2020) 

• Recipient of Equal Justice Medal from Legal Services of New Jersey for significant pro 
bono contributions (2019) 

• Named by the New Jersey Law Journal on its 2018 20 member list of "Top Women in 
the Law" 

• Recipient of an Amicus Curiae Award from the New Jersey State Bar Association (2018) 

• Recipient of the Middlesex County Bar Association Robert J. Cirafesi Chancery Practice 
Award (2010) 

• Listed in The Best Lawyers in America© (a trademark of Woodward/White, Inc.) in the 
Commercial Litigation practice area (2010 – present) 

• Listed in New Jersey Super Lawyers (a Thompson Reuters business) in the Business 
Litigation practice area (2012 – 2016) 

• Martindale-Hubbell® Peer Review Rated AV® Preeminent (a trademark of Internet 
Brands, Inc.) (2005 – present) 

• Recognized as one of the Top 50 Women in Business by NJBIZ (a publication of Journal 
Multimedia) (2010) 

• Member, Order of the Coif 

• Recipient of an Alumni Senior Prize at Rutgers Law School for significant achievement 
during law school career and greatest promise as a future member of the profession 

SELECTED COMMUNITY AND PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT 
 

• New Jersey State Bar Association. Member. Past Trustee of the State Bar Board of 



Trustees; Past Trustee and Member, Women in the Profession Section; Member, 
Family Law, and Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender Rights Sections; Past Co- 
Chair, Equity Jurisprudence Special Committee; Past Chair, Business & Commercial 
Litigation Committee 

• Middlesex County Bar Association. President (2016-2017); Past Chair, Women 
Lawyers Section; Past Chair, County Judicial & Prosecutorial Appointments 
Committee; Past Chair, Membership Committee; Past Chair, Chancery Practice 
Committee; Chair, 100th Anniversary Gala (June 2014); former Trustee 

• Middlesex County Bar Foundation. President (2007-2008); Past Chair, Finance 
Committee 

• New Jersey Supreme Court Board on Continuing Legal Education. (2016-2020) 
Appointed by the Supreme Court as a Board Member 

• New Jersey Supreme Court Committee on the Rules of Evidence. (2019-2020) 
Appointed by the Supreme Court as a Board Member 

• Aldona E. Appleton Family Law Inn of Court. (2018-present) 

• Central Jersey Legal Services Corp. Treasurer and Past President of the Board of 
Trustees, Board member (1991-2020). 

 
PRESENTATIONS & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

 
 
• Panelist, Artificial Intelligence and Client Pitfalls in Family Law 

Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association, Family Law Symposium, January 24, 2026 
 

• Panelist, Vino, Vendetta and Valuations: The Role of Court Appointed Fiduciaries in Family 
Business Disputes 
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, October 13, 2025  
 

• Panelist, Trial Skills Seminar – Family Law Trial Practice Skill Series Direct, Cross-Examination 
and Closings 
Sponsor: Middlesex County Bar Association, November 14, 2024 
 

• Panelist, Domestic Violence Seminar 
Sponsor: New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, April 27, 2022 
 

• Panelist, The Roles of Guardian Ad Litem Presentation  
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 19, 2022  
 

• Moderator and Speaker,  Chancery Practice in the Pandemic 
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 15, 2020 
 

• Moderator and Speaker, Nuts and Bolts of Chancery Practice: Keep Calm and Get Results in 
General Equity 

https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-Nuts_and_Bolts_of_Chancery_Practice.html
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-Nuts_and_Bolts_of_Chancery_Practice.html
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-Nuts_and_Bolts_of_Chancery_Practice.html


Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 16, 2019 
 

• Moderator, On the Basis of Sex: Viewing of the Movie Plus Discussion re: Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s 
Fight for Women’s Rights 
Sponsor: NJ Institute for Continuing Legal Education, March 21, 2019 
 

• Moderator and Speaker, Chancery Carbonara 
Sponsor: NJ State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, November 9, 2018 
 

• Moderator and Speaker, Breaking Up Is Hard To Do 
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 17, 2018 
 

• Speaker, The Indispensable Guide to Chancery Practice in New Jersey 
Sponsor: New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, March 27, 2018 
 

• Speaker, Minority Shareholder Disputes 
Sponsor: NJ State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, October 25, 2017 
 

• Moderator and Speaker, Valuing Closely Held Business, 
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 18, 2017 
 

• Speaker, Metadata for the Non-Tech Savvy Practitioner 
Sponsor:  New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 18, 2017 and New Jersey State Bar 
Association Mid-Year Meeting, October 26, 2016 
 

• Speaker, Business Litigation  
Sponsor: New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education December 6, 2016 
 

• Moderator and Speaker, Valuation Issues in Chancery Matters 
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 2016 
 

• Speaker, Hot Topics in Chancery and Probate 
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 2016 
 

• Moderator, Significant Pre- and Post-Trial Motions in the New Jersey Superior Court 
Sponsor: Middlesex County Bar Association, May 9, 2016 
 

• Speaker, What To Do When You Get that Call  
Sponsor: New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, April 13, 2016 
 

• Speaker, Overcoming Legal and Valuation Issue in Chancery 
Sponsor: New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, December 1, 2015 
 

• Panelist, Receiverships and Other Court Appointed Agents  
Sponsor: New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Meeting, May 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-On_the_Basis_of_Sex.html
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-On_the_Basis_of_Sex.html
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-Breaking_Up_Is_Hard_To_Do.html
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-The_Definitive_Guide_to_Chancery_Practice_in_NJ.html
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/newsroom-events-Significant_Pre-_and_Post-Trial_Motions_in_NJ_Superior_Court.html


PUBLICATIONS 
 
• Co-Author, New Jersey Business Litigation 

New Jersey Law Journal Books, (2012-2025 Editions) 
• Co-Author, Guidebook to Chancery Practice in New Jersey 

New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education, 2018 (10th Edition) 
• Co-Author, New Remedies for LLC Members: Oppression and Fiduciary Duties Under the 

Revised Uniform Limited Liability Company Act, New Jersey Lawyer, April 2014 

https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/media/publication/121_NewJerseyLawyer%20April%202014%20AJS%20SBG.pdf
https://www.greenbaumlaw.com/media/publication/121_NewJerseyLawyer%20April%202014%20AJS%20SBG.pdf




Derek M. Freed, Esq.  
 
Derek M. Freed is a former Chair of the Executive Committee of the Family Law Section of 
the New Jersey State Bar Association. Mr. Freed is the managing member of the law firm of 
SeidenFreed LLC, with offices in Cranford, Parsippany, and Pennington, New Jersey. He 
concentrates his practice in matrimonial and family law.  
 
Mr. Freed has served as a member of the Executive Committee for the Family Law Section of 
the New Jersey State Bar Association from 2009 to 2010 and again from 2011 to the present.  
 
He has lectured for the Institute for Continuing Legal Education, the New Jersey State Bar 
Association, the New Jersey Association for Justice, and the Mercer County Bar Association 
with respect to family law-related matters.  
 
He was a co-author of the New Jersey State Bar Association’s amicus curiae brief to the New 
Jersey Supreme Court on the matter of Cardali v. Cardali, Gnall v. Gnall, and Bisbing v. Bisbing.  
 
He is presently the executive editor of the New Jersey Family Lawyer and has had several 
articles published in the publication.  
 
Mr. Freed received his J.D. from Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, with honors, and 
his B.A. from the College of William & Mary in Virginia. 
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