Multidistrict Litigation (MDL) and Multicounty Litigation (Mass Torts): Guidance from
Leaders of the Bench and Bar

Federal Practice Track (Central Ballroom CD)

An all-star panel will provide practice tips and updates on key issues in federal multidistrict
and New Jersey multicounty litigation, including (1) case trends, (2) selection of experts
and surviving Daubert, (3) similarities, differences, and coordination between federal MDLs
and state MCLs, (4) leadership considerations and getting a seat at the table, and (5) the
role of special masters and mediators. Hear from current and former judges of the District
of New Jersey and the Superior Court of New Jersey, who have presided over some of the
largest MDLs and MCLs on record. The panel also includes trailblazing trial lawyers from
both sides of the bar, who are recognized nationally for achieving landmark settlements as
lead plaintiffs’ counsel and winning defense verdicts in multibillion-dollar jury trials.
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| PANELISTS

Speakers:

* Hon. Freda L. Wolfson, U.5.D.J. (Ret.); Lowenstein Sandler LLP
* Hon. Christine P. O'Hearn, U.S.D.J.

* Hon. John C. Porto, P.J.Cv., Atlantic/Cape May

= Allison M. Brown, Esq., Kirkland & Ellis LLP

* Christopher A. Seeger, Esq., Seeger Weiss LLP

Moderator:

* Jarrett R. Schindler, Esq., Lowenstein Sandler LLP
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| MULTIDISTRICT LITIGATION I

= “When civil actions involving one or more commaon guestions of fact are pending in different districts, such actions may
be transferred to any district for coordinated or consolidated pretrial proceedings.”

= Transfers are made upon determination by the LS, Judicial Pane! on Multidistrict Litigation that the transfer “will be for
the convenience of parties and witnesses and will promote the just and efficlent conduct of such actions.”

= 28 U.5.C. §1407(a).
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PENDING MDLS - DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY I

Claire . Cecchi (1.5, Ditrict Judpe]
Karen M. Wilkiams (LS. District Judye)
Michnel A. Shipp (L5, District Julge)
Clajre C. Ceecha (115 Thstrict Judpe]
Reooc M. Bumb {Chicf Judge, USDC)
Muodeline {1 Arden (LS. Disircl Judae)
Bram B Martivoit (LL5, District Judge)
Bram K. Mortmolt {U.5. Dastrict Judgpe)
Hraan B, Martinotei (LL5, Disarier Judpet
Jiihen Xaveer Meals (U5, Deitret Judge)
Zahvd M. Charzishi (LS. District Jadge)
Chrstime P, OFHsam (U5, Disket hudge)

MENL - 1663
MDL -2243
ML 2738
M., -2
MDA -2675
ML -2004
MDL =292
MDL 2072
MDA -3
MDL-1112
MDA 3124
MDL-3138

™ RE: Insumnce Brokernpe Amitrust Litigation

IM RE: Fosamax [Abendronate Soduim] Products Linbalaty Litigstson § Mo L)

IN RE: Johnson & Johnson Tolcwm Powder Products Macketing, Sales Practices and Products Linbility Lilkgntion
M RE: Promn-Pump Inhibitar Prosduces Liskaliy Titigetian (M. 1)

IN BE:- Valsarinm, Losarian, and Irbesarion Mroducts Linbility Lilsgutica

N RE: American Medicol Collection Agency, lisc., Customer Dnin Secunity Bresch Liligntion
I[N RE: Allogan Biocell Texturcd Breast bmplant Products Lishiliy Litgation

IM RE: Elmiron {Pentosan Pedvsullnte Sodiwm) Products Liabibity Libgabon

I RE: Insulin Pricing Litigation

IN BE: Apple lie. Smiarphone Anbittst Littgalon

N RE: AVYUAZE (Ceflazsdime and Avibactum) Pateni Liti gation

IN BE: Drenosuiraat Patent Litigation
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| MULTICOUNTY LITIGATION I

* AL CE AOA3BA “The Supreme Court may designate a case or category of cases as Multicounty Litigation to receive centralized
E“at"‘l_f‘ﬁf:’“e“t..'“ accordance with criteria and precedures promulgated by the Administrative Director of the Courts upon approval
y the Court,

* Directive #02-19: In determining whether designation as multicounty litigation is warranted, the following factors, among others,
will be considered:
— whether the case(s) possess(es] the following characteristics:
« it invalves large numbers of parties;

* it involves many claims with common, recurrent issues of law and fact that are associated with a single product, mass
disaster, ar complex environmental or toxic tort;

* there is geographical dispersement of parties;
* there is a high degree of commonality of injury or damages among plaintiffs;

« there is a value interdependence between different claims, that is, the perceived strength or weakness of the causation
and lability aspects of the case(s) are often dependent upon the success ar failure of similar lawsuits in other
jurisdictions; and

* there is 2 degree of remoteness between the court and actual decisionmakers in the litigation, that is, even the simplast
of decisions may be required to pass through layers of local, regional, national, general and house counsel,

— whether there is a risk that centralization may unreasonably delay the progress, increase the expense, or complicate the
processing of any action, or otherwise prejudice a party;

— whether centralized management is fair and convenient to the parties, witnesses and counsel;

— whether there is a risk of duplicative and inconsistent rulings, orders or judgments if the cases are not managed in a
coordinated fashion;

— whether coordinated discovery would be advantageous;

- thEthEFme cases require specialized expertise and case processing as provided by the dedicated multicounty litigation judge
and staff;

leweatsincprhetier-centrabzationrwoutd-resoitimtheefficrentotthzatiomofodicratresourcesand-the-faciitres-and-personmetofthe =«

court;




| PENDING MCLS
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SIMILARITIES, DIFFERENCES, AND I
COORDINATION BETWEEN MDLs AND MCLs

* State cases—even if they involve similar conduct, parties, and dispute—are not consolidated in an MDL,
Remowval and motions to remand based on lack of subject matter jurisdiction

* MCLs proceed simultaneously with corresponding MDLs,

— Hearings on the same issue may be combined such that the MDL judge and MCL judge hear from the parties on the
same issue at the same time. In such circumstances, the rulings are separate.

— Judges overseeing similar cases in federal and state court may speak to one another or listen in on the other
proceedings.

MDLs consolidate federal cases from around the country, including cases with no geographical tie to the MDL district.
Which law applies?

— Substantive law and choice-of-law rules: law of transferor court
— Federal law and procedure: law of circuit in which transferee court sits

lowwesalmi . Comtr




| GETTING A SEAT AT THE TABLE

* Factors to select lead counsel:

gualifications, functions, organization, and compensation of designated counsel;
whether there has been full disclosure of all agreements and understandings among counsel;
would-be designated attorneys’ competence for assignments;

whether there are clear and satisfactory guidelines for compensation and reimbursement, and whether the
arrangements for coordination among counsel are fair, reasonable, and efficient;

whether designated counsel fairly represent the various interests in the litigation—where diverse interests exist
among the parties, the court may designate a committee of counsel representing different interests;

the attorneys’ resources, commitment, and gqualifications to accomplish the assigned tasks; and

the attorneys’ ability to command the respect of their colleagues and work cooperatively with opposing counsel

and the court—experience in similar rales in other litigation may be useful, but an attorney may have generated
personal antagonisms during prior proceedings that will undermine his or her effectiveness in the present case,

* Fed. lud. Ctr., Manual for Complex Litigation & 10.224 (4th ed. 2004).
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| SELECTION OF EXPERTS AND SURVIVING DAUBERT L8

* “We are persuaded that the factors identified
ariginally in Dauwbert should be incorporated
for use by our courts. The factors dovetail
with the overall goals of our evidential
standard and would provide a helpful - but
not necessary or definitive — guide for our
courts to consider when performing their
gatekeeper role concerning the admission of
expert testimony.”

= fnre Accutane Litig., 234 M., 340, 398990 (2018)

* A witness who is qualified as an expert by

knowledge, skill, experience, training, or
education may testify in the form of an opinion or
otherwise if the proponent demonstrates to the
court that it is more likely than not that;

{a) the expert’s scientific, technical, or
other specialized knowledge will help the trier of
fact to understand the evidence or to

determinea  fact in issue;
(b} the testimony is based on sufficient
facts or data;

(c) the testimony is the product of reliable

principles and methods; and

(d) the expert’s opinion reflects a reliable

application of the principles and methods
to the facts of the case.

* Fed. R. Evid. 702

lowwesalmi . Comtr




THE ROLE OF U.S. MAGISTRATE JUDGES, SPECIAL

MASTERS, SPECIAL ADJUDICATORS, AND MEDIATORS

Special masters:

Fed, R, Civ, P, 53(a)(1) ("Unless a statute provides
otherwise, a court may appoint a master only to; (A)
perform duties consented to by the parties; (B) hold trial
praceedings and make or recommend findings of fact an
issues to be decided without a jury if appointment is
warranted by: (i) some exceptional condition; ar (i) the
need to perform an accounting or resolve a difficult
computation of damages; or {C) address pretrial and
posttrial matters that cannot be effectively and timely
addressed by an available district judge or magistrate
judge of the district.”).

Fed. R. Civ. P. 53(b}{1) {(“Before appointing a master, the
court must give the parties notice and an opportunity to
be heard. Any party may suggest candidates for
appointment.”).

Special adjudicators:
« N CH R 4:41-3 ("The order of reference may specify or

limit the special adjudicator’s powers and may direct the
special adjudicator to report only upon particular issues
ar to do particular acts or to receive and report evidence
only. Subject to such specifications and limitations, the
special adjudicator has and shall exercise the power to
regulate all proceedings in every hearing, to pass upon
the admissibility of the evidence and to do all acts
necessary or proper for the efficient performance of the
duties directed by the order.”).

ML CE R 4:41-1 ("The reference for the hearing of a
matter by a judge of the Superior Court shall be made to
a special adjudicator only upon approval by the
Assignment Judge, and then only when all parties
consent or under extracrdinary circumstances.”).

lowwesalmi . Comtr
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Lowenstein
Sandler

Jarrett R. Schindler

Partner

New Jersey
T: +1 973.422.6756 | F:+1973.597.2400
jschindler@lowenstein.com

Jarrett Schindler embraces the challenge of devising creative litigation strategies for clients in crisis. He regularly litigates high-stakes cases in trial and
appellate courts, including contract disputes, securities fraud litigation, shareholder disputes, and constitutional matters. Among other successful results, he has
helped a specialty pharmacy obtain a multimillion-dollar recovery in a contract dispute and a cybersecurity firm reach a global settlement in a multijurisdictional
shareholder dispute. He currently represents the State of New Jersey in a securities enforcement action against an international bank relating to the sale of
residential mortgage-backed securities.

Jarrett also defends businesses and individuals in investigations and proceedings brought by regulators and enforcement authorities. He was a member of the
team representing the Office of the Governor of New Jersey in connection with a legislative inquiry into the office’s hiring practices and an alleged sexual
assault.

Before joining Lowenstein, Jarrett served as a law clerk to the Hon. Freda L. Wolfson of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey and the Hon.
Douglas K. Wolfson of the Superior Court of New Jersey.

HONORS & AWARDS

> Ones to Watch, published by Best Lawyers (2024-2025)
Named to "Ones to Watch" list in Commercial Litigation section

NEWS & INSIGHTS

Publications

> June 12, 2023
"Updated: A Survey of Health Care Anti-Kickback Law at the State Level," Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Scott B. McBride , Jarrett R. Schindler , Rachel Moseson Dikovics , Marc L. Rein ,

> April 4, 2023
"Updated: A Survey of Health Care Anti-Kickback Law at the State Level," Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Scott B. McBride , Jarrett R. Schindler , Rachel Moseson Dikovics , Marc L. Rein ,

> December 13, 2021
"Updated: A Survey of Health Care Anti-Kickback Law at the State Level," Lowenstein Sandler LLP
Scott B. McBride , Rachel Moseson Dikovics , Jarrett R. Schindler ,

In the Media

> January 7, 2025
In Law360’s coverage of Lowenstein Sandler’s 2025 class of partners, Matthew F. Cammarata, new partner in the firm’s Tax practice, says: "l am thrilled
and honored to be elected to the partnership, and to be able to work alongside a diverse group of talented attorneys whom | deeply respect, and who have
played a pivotal role in mentoring me to reach this exciting milestone in my career.” Mark S. Heinzelmann, who has been elevated to partner in the
Environmental Law & Litigation group, states: "Being elected partner at Lowenstein by my peers is a tremendous honor and the culmination of a years-
long legal journey. Colleen M. Restel, now partner in the Bankruptcy & Restructuring Department, adds that she is “deeply grateful to my colleagues at
Lowenstein for the support they have provided me, especially during my transition into becoming a working mom.”

Rebecca J. Ryan and Jarrett R. Schindler have both been elevated to partner in the firm’s White Collar Defense practice, which Schindler describes
providing “creative advocacy, industry knowledge, and crisis management skills [to] clients facing sensitive government investigations, enforcement actions,
and business critical litigations.”

NEW YORK PALO ALTO NEW JERSEY UTAH  WASHINGTON,D.C.
© 2025 Lowenstein Sandler LLP
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https://www.lowenstein.com//people/attorneys/jarrett-schindler
https://www.law360.com/pulse/mid-law/articles/2279910/lowenstein-sandler-elects-5-atty-partner-class-for-2025
https://www.lowenstein.com/people/attorneys/matthew-cammarata
https://www.lowenstein.com/practices/tax
https://www.lowenstein.com/people/attorneys/mark-heinzelmann
https://www.lowenstein.com/practices/environmental-law-litigation
https://www.lowenstein.com/people/attorneys/colleen-restel
https://www.lowenstein.com/practices/bankruptcy-restructuring-department
https://www.lowenstein.com/people/attorneys/rebecca-ryan
https://www.lowenstein.com/people/attorneys/jarrett-schindler
https://www.lowenstein.com/practices/white-collar-defense
tel:+973.422.6756
tel:973.597.2400
mailto:jschindler@lowenstein.com

ROI-NJ, New York Law Journal, The Deal, New Jersey Law Journal, and Global Legal Chronicle also covered the elevations. (subscription required to

access some articles)

EDUCATION

> Georgetown University Law Center (J.D. 2016); Annual Survey of White Collar Crime Editor, American Criminal Law Review

> James Madison University (B.A. 2013), magna cum laude

ADMISSIONS

> New Jersey
> New York
> U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey

NEW YORK PALO ALTO NEW JERSEY UTAH WASHINGTON,D.C.
© 2025 Lowenstein Sandler LLP


https://www.roi-nj.com/2025/01/06/law/lowenstein-sandler-elevates-five-to-partner/
https://www.law.com/newyorklawjournal/2025/01/10/attorneys-on-the-move-morrison-cohen-expands-white-collar-practice-omelveny-brings-back-corporate-finance-partner/?slreturn=20250113152218?slreturn=20250113152218
https://pipeline.thedeal.com/login-page?returnUrl=/article/00000194-3fd7-d158-a99d-3fdf5ff90000/deal-news/movers-and-shakers/rising-stars-restel-makes-partner-at-lowenstein
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2025/01/17/on-the-move-and-after-hours-einhorn-barbarito-hartmann-doherty-lowenstein-sandler-lindabury-mccormick/?slreturn=20250121114820
https://globallegalchronicle.com/lowenstein-sandler-elevates-five-to-partnership-and-promotes-three-new-senior-counsel-and-18-new-counsel/

Lowenstein
Sandler

Freda L. Wolfson

Partner
Chair, Alternative Dispute Resolution

New Jersey
T: +1 862.926.2708 | F: +1973.597.2400
fwolfson@lowenstein.com

The Honorable Freda L. Wolfson (ret.) rejoined Lowenstein Sandler after a decades long career in the federal judiciary, including as Chief Judge of the U.S.
District Court for the District of New Jersey.

Her practice focuses on complex commercial litigation, special master appointments in federal and state courts, including multidistrict litigations (MDL), serving
as an expert, monitorships, internal investigations, and presiding over mock trials and oral arguments.

Judge Wolfson leads the firm’s ADR practice, leveraging her judicial experience managing complex commercial cases to help clients achieve satisfactory
resolutions on a wide variety of civil and regulatory issues. Since joining Lowenstein, Judge Wolfson has frequently served as a special master and mediator in
federal and state civil actions, which typically involve high-stakes disputes, including, among others, data breaches, corporate divorces and securities matters;
pre-litigation and pre-arbitration matters; and mass consumer mediations. Judge Wolfson also represents and consults pharmaceutical clients in patent-related
matters. Additionally, Judge Wolfson has served as a mock judge for parties in high profile cases involving patents and pharmaceutical product liability.

Judge Wolfson was nominated to the District Court in 2002, ascending to the Chief Judge post in 2019. Prior to her appointment, she served as a U.S.
Magistrate Judge for over 16 years, one of the few women and one of the youngest members of the district court in the nation. In 2014, she was appointed by
U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts to represent the Third Circuit on the Judicial Conference Committee on the Administration of the Magistrate
Judge System; she then served as Third Circuit District Judge Representative on the Judicial Conference of the United States.

During her 36-year judicial tenure, Judge Wolfson authored thousands of opinions on issues such as securities litigations, shareholder derivative lawsuits,
products liability, commercial transactions and financial fraud, civil rights, and constitutionality of federal and state statutes. She presided over a multitude of
civil and criminal trials, including Hatch Waxman ANDA patent infringement cases; one of the largest excessive fees litigations associated with securities and
mutual funds; employment discrimination matters; civil rights claims under section 1983; and white collar criminal cases.

Judge Wolfson was also appointed by the Multidistrict Litigation (MDL) Panel to oversee some of the nation’s largest MDLs, including In re Johnson & Johnson
Talcum Powder Prods. Mktg. Sales Practices & Prods. Liab. Litig., the second largest MDL in the country. She has extensive experience in complex discovery
matters and has successfully facilitated hundreds of settlements.

Frequently recognized as a leader of the bar, Judge Wolfson has received such honors as the 2022 Donald A. Robinson Meritorious Service Award, the 2016
Rutgers University Law Review Distinguished Alumni Award and the, 2002 Outstanding Alumnus Award from Rutgers University School of Law, the 2012
Inductee of the Associate Alumni of Douglas College--Society of Excellence, the 2013 Women in the Profession Section’s Justice Marie L. Garibaldi Award for
Distinguished Service and Excellence, and the 2008 Women'’s Initiative & Leaders in Law Platinum Award from New Jersey Women Lawyers Association.
Additionally, Judge Wolfson was selected as an American Bar Foundation Fellow.

Upon her graduation from law school, Judge Wolfson initially practiced litigation at Lowenstein.

NEWS & INSIGHTS

Publications
> March 1, 2025
"Mass Arbitration Clauses Done Right: Prevention as the Best Remedy for Disputes," Dispute Resolution Journal
Freda L. Wolfson , Wayne Fang , Julie A. Minicozzi
> November 8, 2024
"Promoting Diversity In The Selection Of ADR Neutrals," Law360
Freda L. Wolfson , Wayne Fang

In the Media

NEW YORK PALO ALTO NEW JERSEY UTAH  WASHINGTON,D.C.
© 2025 Lowenstein Sandler LLP
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mailto:fwolfson@lowenstein.com

>

February 5. 2024

Freda L. Wolfson, partner and Chair of Lowenstein’s Alternative Dispute Resolution practice and former Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the
District of New Jersey, comments in Bloomberg Law on ethics complaints filed against three lllinois judges for seeking to increase opportunities by
approving requests for oral arguments by “newer, female, or minority attorneyls] ...if it is practicable to do so.” Wolfson notes that the order is not obligatory:
“Providing oral argument is subject to a judge’s discretion, and no party has a right to oral argument. It's not as if the court is going to do something that will
in any way harm anyone or delay a case.”

March 3, 2023

In Law360, Judge Freda L. Wolfson, partner and Chair of the firm’s Alternative Dispute Resolution practice, praises William Walsh, the longest-serving
federal clerk in the country who retired from the U.S. District Court for New Jersey on March 3. Judge Wolfson, who worked with Walsh since they both
began at the Court in 1986, says: "What a treasure he was for our court;” adding: “He was just the most tremendous asset to our court because of his
institutional knowledge and his ability to handle any issue that came along.”

February 6, 2023

The Honorable Freda L. Wolfson (ret.), partner and Chair of Lowenstein Sandler’s Alternative Dispute Resolution practice, gives an in-depth interview to
Law360 Pulse about her 36 years of service as a federal judge, and what she looks forward to in her new role at the firm. Wolfson describes her years as
Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, where she “entered 40 standing orders during COVID dealing with how the court would
operate, done in consultation with the other judges and our security committee to make sure that the safety of our core family, as well as the litigants and the
attorneys coming before us, was paramount...Everyone stepped up. We all did what we had to do, we kept the court running, moving our cases.”

Judge Wolfson also recalls her early experiences as the only female, full time U.S, magistrate judge at the time, noting: “Magistrate judges appreciate the
practice of law from the ground level, from the moment a case gets filed until it's ready to be tried by the district judge. ... Those were great years. | got to
interact with a lot of lawyers and the parties.”

As she returns to private practice, Judge Wolfson looks forward to leading mediations, arbitrations, monitorships, and investigations. She adds: “I'd like to be
hopefully appointed a special master in cases. | think that the background that | have and having been involved in very large [multidistrict litigation cases],
class actions and other things, both as a magistrate judge and a district judge, made me well-prepared for that.”

February 1-2, 2023

Law.com reports that Freda L. Wolfson, former Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, has joined Lowenstein Sandler as Chair
of its Alternative Dispute Resolution practice, calling her arrival “a homecoming” as Wolfson initially practiced litigation at the firm after graduating cum
laude from Rutgers Law School-Newark.

Wolfson says: “The significance of where I'm going is to put some symmetry to all of this, because I'm going back to the law firm where | got started when |
got out of law school in 1979, and that’s the Lowenstein firm. And not only is it where | started, but | get to do it with people | know, because several of the
people there are my former law clerks. I've often said my legacy on the court is not necessarily the opinions I've done or the cases I've decided but the law
clerks I've mentored over the years, who I’'m so proud of, who are so talented and wonderful individuals. One of them happens to be Chris Porrino, the
former attorney general—and he’s the litigation director of the firm.”

Christopher Porrino, partner and Chair of Lowenstein Sandler’s Litigation Department and 60th Attorney General of New Jersey calls Wolfson “a big
difference-maker in my career, and mentor to me, and a dear friend.”

Lowenstein Chair and Managing Partner Gary M. Wingens adds: “We are delighted that Judge Wolfson has returned to Lowenstein Sandler, where she first
practiced law after her graduation from Rutgers Law School. It has been well worth the wait.”

NJBIZ, Bloomberg Law, Law360, New Jersey Globe, Reuters, JD Journal, and ROI-NJ also reported Judge Wolfson’s arrival.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

vV VvV V v Vv

Speaker, Getting and Maintaining a Seat at the Table, Association of the Federal Bar of New Jersey,Somerset, NJ, March 12, 2025
Speaker, Standing Orders, Disclosure & Litigation Funding, Federal Circuit Bar Association,lIsle of Palms, SC, June 21, 2024
Speaker, Causes of Delay — Judges’ Perspective, Rabiej Litigation Law Center,Cleveland, OH, June 14, 2024

Speaker, Boardwalks Seminar 2024: Civil Rights, New Jersey Association for Justice,Atlantic City, NJ, April 18, 2024

Speaker, Hot Tips on Federal Practice: A Bench Perspective, L'Oreal Internal CLE, May 31, 2023

Speaker, How to Represent Clients with Complex Issues in Mediation and Lessons from Women Litigators and Judges, New Jersey State Bar
Association Annual Meeting & Convention,Atlantic City, NJ, May 17-18, 2023

Speaker, Mass Tort Compensation and Resolution, The RAND Feinberg Center for Catastrophic Risk Management and Compensation, May 2, 2023

Speaker, Judicial Review of Mass Tort Settlements, The George Washington University Law School Resolving Mass Tort in Different Forums
Seminar,Washington, D.C., April 27, 2023

Speaker, A View from the Bench: Trial Tips and Best Practices in Complex Litigation, American Bar Association,Webinar, March 30, 2023

Speaker, Judging the FCA: A View from the Bench, Federal Bar Association Qui Tam Conference, New Frontiers: Redefining the Landscape of
FCA,Washington, D.C., Friday, February 17

EDUCATION

>

Rutgers Law School (J.D.), cum laude; editor, Rutgers Law Review

NEW YORK PALO ALTO NEW JERSEY UTAH  WASHINGTON,D.C.
© 2025 Lowenstein Sandler LLP
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> Rutgers University (B.A.), magna cum laude; Phi Beta Kappa

ADMISSIONS

> New Jersey

> U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey
> U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit

> U.S. Supreme Court

NEW YORK PALO ALTO NEW JERSEY UTAH WASHINGTON,D.C.
© 2025 Lowenstein Sandler LLP



Honorable Christine P. O’Hearn, U.S.D.J. is a United States District Judge, United States
District Court for the District of New Jersey, in Camden, New Jersey. She was sworn in on
October 25, 2021.

Prior to her appointment, Judge O’Hearn was a Partner in Brown & Connery, LLP in Westmont,
New Jersey, where she was a Certified Civil Trial Attorney and concentrated her practice in
complex civil litigation with a focus in employment defense litigation in state and federal courts.
She is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Advocates.

Judge O’Hearn received her B.A. from the University of Delaware and her J.D. from Temple
University’s Beasley School of Law.
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Allison M. Brown, P.C.

Partner / Litigation

alli.orown@kirkland.com
Philadelphia +1 215 268 5100
New York +1 212 446 4757

Alli Brown is a litigation partner in the Philadelphia office of
Kirkland & Ellis LLP. Alli is a nationally recognized trial lawyer who
represents clients in high-stakes jury trials and has a proven track
record of success in some of the most challenging jurisdictions
around the country. She is a fellow of the American College of Trial
Lawyers, an invitation only fellowship of lawyers “who have
demonstrated the very highest standards of trial advocacy, ethical
conduct, integrity, professionalism, and collegiality.” In 2022, Alli
was honored with The American Lawyers coveted Litigator of the
Year award for her “herculean efforts on behalf of clients facing
existential challenges.” Noting her “against all odds” jury trial

wins, AmLaw described her work in “the most high-stakes, high
profile cases” as “off the charts.”

The American Lawyer also named Alli as a 2022 Northeast
Trailblazer, an honor recognizing attorneys who “are truly agents of
change” and “have moved the needle in the industry.” In 2020 and
2021, she was recognized as a Law360 Product Liability MVP in its
ranking of the five most valuable product liability lawyers in the
country for her “string of victories representing Johnson &
Johnson” in high-stakes jury trials. In 2021, Alli was named one of
10 Powerhouse Trial Attorneys for being an “expert litigator who
navigates high stakes trials” by Courtroom View Network (CVN),
which, along with other online video platforms, regularly features
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her trials. In 2024, she was named one of Benchmark Litigation’s
Top 10 Women Litigators in the United States based on
“unwavering peer and client review.” Clients describe her as a
“go-to for major products litigation” and a trial lawyer they “trust
immensely,” praising her “unique style” in the courtroom and her
“down to earth” approach to talking to juries.

Prior to joining Kirkland, Alli secured three major back-to-
back-to-back jury trial wins for Johnson & Johnson in notoriously
plaintiff-friendly jurisdictions where plaintiffs sought billions of
dollars in damages for alleged personal injuries resulting from their
use of Johnson’s baby powder. Her 2019 win following a two-week
jury trial in which the plaintiff sought $5 billion in damages was
called one of CVN’s Top 10 Most Impressive Defense Verdicts of
2019. In 2021, Alli secured a unanimous defense verdict in a
three-week jury trial, despite significant and unexpected
evidentiary exclusions during trial, and secured a unanimous
defense verdict in less than an hour in a three-week jury trial in
which three plaintiffs sought $1 billion in damages, which again
earned her recognition from The American Lawyer as a Litigator of
the Week runner-up.

Alli has earned numerous awards from Benchmark Litigation,
which has noted her as a “standout trial lawyer.” She has been
named a Benchmark 2023 Litigation Star and National Practice
Area Star, and has previously been named a Product Liability
Attorney of the Year. She also has been named one of its Top 100
Trial Lawyers in America (2020—-2024) for “being the best in breed
at the nuanced practice of trial law,” and among its Top 250
Women in Litigation (2019-2024) as one of the “leading female
litigators ... participating in some of the most impactful litigation
matters in recent history.”

Alli was named Litigator of the Week three times by The American
Lawyer (September 2021, March 2019 and October 2018) and
Trial Lawyer of the Year — Non-IP Litigation by LMG Life
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Sciences in 2020. Additionally, she was honored as a 2019
Litigation Trailblazer by The National Law Journal and has been
recognized repeatedly by Chambers USA, The Legal

500, Law360, The Best Lawyers in America and Lawdragon, which
has named her one of its 500 Leading Global Litigators and 500
Leading Litigators in America.

Representative Matters

Prior to joining Kirkland, some of Alli's notable representations
include serving as lead trial counsel for:

¢ Johnson & Johnson in:

o a civil action in South Carolina state court alleging that
exposure to Johnson’s Baby Powder caused the claimants to
contract mesothelioma. Following a two-week jury trial, the
jury returned a unanimous verdict in favor of the company

o a civil action in New Jersey state court alleging that exposure
to Johnson’s Baby Powder caused the claimants to contract
mesothelioma. Following a four-week jury trial, the jury
returned a unanimous verdict in favor of the company

o a civil action in New Jersey state court alleging that exposure
to Johnson’s Baby Powder caused the claimants to contract
mesothelioma. Following a four-week jury trial, the jury
returned a unanimous defense verdict in favor of the company

o a multidistrict litigation in New Jersey federal court involving
nearly 40,000 plaintiffs alleging they contracted ovarian
cancer from exposure to Johnson’s Baby Powder. Following a
two-week Daubert general causation hearing, the court denied
all of the plaintiffs’ challenges to Johnson & Johnson’s experts
and excluded significant proffered testimony from two of the
plaintiffs’ experts

e DePuy in:
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o a civil action in federal court in Arizona with claimants alleging
personal injuries from a metal-on-metal hip implant. Following
a two week trial, the jury returned a unanimous defense
verdict

e Ethicon in:
o a civil action in federal court in Florida with claimants alleging
personal injuries from pelvic mesh. This trial resulted in a
unanimous defense verdict for Ethicon

e Janssen in:

o a False Claims Act and Anti-Kickback case alleging billions of
dollars in damages related to two HIV medicines in federal
court in New Jersey in which the jury completely rejected all
anti-kick back claims and the overwhelming majority of the
false claims act claims

e Kenvue in:

o a multidistrict and state court litigation alleging personal
injuries from maternal use of tylenol during pregnancy, in
which the federal court excluded all of plaintiffs experts under
Daubert

Other representative matters include acting as trial counsel for:

¢ A social media company in state court and multidistrict litigation
alleging personal injuries from use of the platform

e Mondelez International in a state court personal injury case in
which plaintiff alleges harm from “ultra-processed foods”

¢ Zhejiang Huahai Pharmaceutical Co. in the Valsartan
multidistrict litigation where the plaintiffs allege economic loss
and personal injuries from alleged trace contamination of a
medicine for high blood pressure

www.kirkland.com
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Bio

A founding partner of Seeger Weiss, Christopher A. Seeger, is widely recognized as a highly
innovative and accomplished plaintiff attorney. Chiefly known for multidistrict mass torts
and class actions involving drug injury, toxic injury, and personal injury, Chris’ versatile
practice also includes product liability, property damage, antitrust, and third-party payer
litigation, as well as consumer, insurance, and securities fraud. Chris has led some of the
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most complex, groundbreaking, and high-profile litigations in the U.S. at the state and
federal levels. He has received more multidistrict litigation (MDL) appointments than any
other lawyer between 2016 and 2019, according to a 2020 ALM study.

Chris served as co-lead counselin the 3M Combat Arms Earplug Litigation, having been
chosen by Judge M. Casey Rodgers from a pool of nearly 200 other applicants to represent
more than 250,000 service members and veterans who suffered hearing injuries while
using 3M earplugs. After more than four years of litigation, Chris secured a landmark
settlement worth over $6 billion in August 2023, successfully resolving the largest mass
tort in American history.

Appointed by Judge Joy Flowers Conti to lead the Philips Recalled CPAP, Bi-Level Pap, and
Mechanical Ventilator Litigation as co-lead counsel, Chris represented patients impacted
by the company’s recall of more than 10.8 million devices. He was the lead negotiator for a
$550+ million uncapped class action settlement announced in September 2023, resolving
economic loss claims of users and payers impacted by the recall. After receiving final
approval for the economic loss settlement, Chris negotiated additional agreements in April
2024 to resolve plaintiffs’ personal injury claims for $1.075 billion and medical monitoring
claims for $25 million, providing compensation to patients who suffered significant
physical injuries caused by the recalled machines.

In the National Prescription Opiate litigation, Chris was appointed to the Executive and
Settlement Committees by Judge Dan A. Polster. In 2022, he played an instrumental role in
securing settlements worth more than $15 billion with Walgreens, Walmart, CVS, and
Kroger. Also, in 2022, a $6.6 billion settlement was reached with pharmaceutical
manufacturers Teva and Allergan (AbbVie). Previously, in July 2021, the Plaintiffs’ Executive
Committee in the federal opioid litigation formally announced the terms for a $26 billion
global settlement agreement with opioid manufacturer Johnson & Johnson and the “Big
Three” drug distributors AmerisourceBergen, Cardinal Health, and McKesson. To date,
Chris has been involved in over $60 billion in settlements through the National Prescription
Opioid Litigation.

Chris serves as co-lead counsel in the Proton-Pump Inhibitor Litigation on behalf of
patients who suffered kidney injuries while using proton-pump inhibitor drugs. On October
3, 2023, he announced a $425 million settlement with AstraZeneca and additional
agreements with GlaxoSmithKline, Takeda, and Pfizer, Procter & Gamble, bringing the total
value of the resolution to $590.4 million. Chris also serves as interim co-lead counsel in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Tithing Litigation, representing current and
former church members who allege the Church used false pretenses to obtain tithing
donations from its members, and secreted away donations under other entities.



Most recently, Chris was appointed as Plaintiffs’ Coordinating Counsel in the MultiPlan
Health Insurance Providers Litigation by the Honorable Judge Matthew F. Kennelly. In this
role, Chris will facilitate efficient communication between class and direct-action
plaintiffs, the Court, and the defendants in a case alleging that MultiPlan and major health
insurance companies conspired to suppress reimbursement rates for out-of-network
healthcare providers.

Chris’s unprecedented run of recent settlements adds to his impressive legacy of resolving
major cases and obtaining billions in compensation for injured plaintiffs. This includes a
$4.85 billion landmark global settlement with Merck on behalf of patients who suffered
heart attacks and strokes while taking Vioxx, a $21 billion-plus settlement with Volkswagen
and Audi over the “clean diesel” scandal—the largest consumer auto industry class action
settlement in U.S. history, a $1.5 billion settlement for farmers impacted by Syngenta GMO
seed contamination—the largest agricultural settlement in U.S. history, and a $1 billion-
plus uncapped settlement for retired NFL players and their families in the historic NFL
concussion case. Prior results do not guarantee or predict a similar outcome with respect
to any future matter.

After starting his career as a corporate defense lawyer representing the interests of big
business, Chris was struck by the imbalance of power between corporations and the
individuals harmed by them. As a result, he left to become a plaintiff attorney. The son of a
union carpenter who worked his way through school, Chris is a former amateur boxer and a
current Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu black belt. Now, whether working on a class action involving
thousands of people against a multinational conglomerate or an individual case protecting
one client’s rights, he fights with the same passion and conviction.

Chris has been recognized for his outstanding work and success in leading complex federal
cases. See his Awards tab for further details. Regularly quoted by the press regarding his
work on nationally and internationally prominent cases, Chris has appeared in The New
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, USA Today,
Associated Press, Bloomberg, Reuters, ABC, CBS, NBC, NPR, and ESPN.

Education

1990, Juris Doctor, magna cum laude
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

1987, Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude
Hunter College of the City University of New York

Practices



Catastrophic & Serious Injury LawsuitsEnvironmental LitigationWhistleblower
ClaimsProduct Liability

Admissions
States
e New Jersey, 1990
¢ New York, 1991
District Courts
e District of Colorado, 2011
o Eastern District of Michigan, 2017
e Eastern District of New York, 2002
¢ Southern District of New York, 1992
¢ Northern District of New York, 2020
e District of New Jersey, 1991
Courts of Appeals
e Second Circuit, 2010
¢ Third Circuit, 2014
e Sixth Circuit, 2019
e Ninth Circuit, 2009
¢ Tenth Circuit, 2018
Memberships & Associations
American Association for Justice
American Bar Association
American Bar Foundation
Advisory Board, Center on Civil Justice at New York University School of Law
Advisory Board, RAND Center for Catastrophic Risk Management and Compensation

Advisory Council, Duke Law Center for Judicial Studies
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Board of Trustees, Hunter College Foundation

Co-General Counsel, Badge of Honor Memorial Foundation, 2008-present
Dean’s Advisory Counsel, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Elected Member, American Law Institute

International Society of Barristers

New Jersey State Bar Association

New York State Trial Lawyers Association

Pre-Law Advisory Board, Hunter College

The Association of the Bar of the City of New York

Trial Lawyers for Public Justice



