Criminal Law Bench-Bar: Holistic Criminal Defense Comes to New Jersey
Criminal Litigation Track (Signature)

One of the most-anticipated programs of the year for criminal law practitioners returns with
insights and updates in cases, strategies and developments from around the practice. Join
the discussion with experienced litigators and judges to find out everything you need to
know to effectively represent clients.
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New Jersey Office of the Public Defender Unveils Collaborative,
Holistic Representation Model to Address the Complex Needs of
Individuals in the Criminal Legal System

»
TRENTON - March 4, 2025 - The New Jersey Office of the Public Defender (NJOPD) today announced the official launch of its coIIaborativem
holistic representation model, marking a significant shift toward a more person-centered approach to its work. ﬂ

This model is designed to be more community connected and interdisciplinary to better address the complex social, emotional, and econom
challenges individuals face when navigating the legal system. By integrating direct legal representation with links to mental health services,
social supports, and community tools, the NJOPD will further enhance its ability to provide quality legal services as well as to connect X
individuals with resources needed to rebuild and strengthen their lives.

“The launch of the holistic representation model is another step towards a strong, fairer, more equitable criminal defense system,” said
Governor Murphy. “Taking a comprehensive, holistic approach to addressing the root causes of justice system involvement, paired with quality
legal services, will equip individuals with the tools they need to rebuild and excel in their lives post-trial.”

“Holistic defense is about more than just winning cases—it’s about ensuring that those we represent have the comprehensive support they need
to break the cycle of legal involvement,” said Public Defender Jennifer Sellitti. “By addressing the root causes of legal issues—such as mental
iliness, addiction, unstable housing, and economic hardship—we can help individuals move forward, improve outcomes, and create stronger,
safer communities.”

A collaborative, holistic approach to public defense places an emphasis on team-based work and mitigation, ensuring that a fuller context of an
individual’s life is considered by the system. Traditionally, for instance, criminal defense focuses on legal strategies and outcomes. While these
aspects remain crucial, they often miss the deeper struggles and life-altering consequences individuals face when they encounter the legal
system. This new model will increase the NJOPD's ability to understand and provide comprehensive information to legal teams as well as to
those it represents.

Through this model, increased collaboration will extend to community organizations as well as to internal staff across the NJOPD's various
practices. In particular, the agency will partner more closely with local organizations on the ground that provide essential services—like mental
health counseling, substance use treatment, and housing support —to New Jerseyans. Internally, the agency will continue to foster a more
integrated environment via the increased use of non-attorney advocates and navigators to support collaboration and community links. By
strengthening partnerships and team-based work, the NJOPD will push for better solutions focused on rehabilitation and community supports.

The NJOPD’s new approach to public defense represents a significant step toward a more just criminal legal system—one that prioritizes
collaboration, support, and rehabilitation. By recognizing the complexities of the individuals it serves and by engaging a wide range of
professionals both within the agency and in the community, the NJOPD is setting a new standard for representation that is poised to improve
lives and strengthen communities throughout New Jersey.

Dan Lombardo
President and CEO of Volunteers of America Delaware Valley

“We are delighted to be here today to celebrate the launch of Public Defender Sellitti's holistic defense pilot program. Addressing individuals'
legal and non-legal needs simply makes sense- and the benefits are numerous, including reducing recidivism and the costs of the justice
system, but most importantly, providing individuals with the supports and resources they need to be successful”

Rebecca Solow
Founder and Co-Executive Director, Partners for Justice

"When we engage community partners, develop strong ties with the people we serve, and tap into the deep well of existing legal knowledge,
public defender offices can become engines of public safety, public health, and economic mobility. When we ask the individuals we serve what
they really need and learn about their goals, we can set them up for success not just in the courtroom, but well beyond it. This is what
Collaborative Defense is all about. We are so excited to partner with Public Defender Sellitti and her team and cannot wait to see all the great
work we will do together in the Garden State."



Chris Agans
Executive Director, NJ-STEP

“We at NJ-STEP are thrilled to embark on this partnership with New Jersey’s Office of the Public Defender, as it aims to transform the landscape
of legal defense in our state. One of the most exciting aspects of this initiative is the effort to employ formerly incarcerated college graduates
within the public defender's team. These practitioners will bring invaluable insights and lived experiences that are crucial in understanding the
unique challenges and barriers faced by New Jersey citizens engaged with the criminal legal system. By incorporating the voices of those with
lived expertise, we are enriching the support network available to clients while fostering a more compassionate and informed approach to
defense.

These advocates will contribute towards more just outcomes and to the holistic well-being of individuals, addressing the underlying social,
economic, and psychological factors that often contribute to their circumstances. | hope this partnership will create a ripple effect, enhancing
the effectiveness of legal representation while also empowering those who have previously been marginalized by the system to enact process
reforms that reduce our reliance on incarceration and its collateral costs for us as a community and as a state.”

Andrea Steinberg

Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Family Service of Atlantic & Cape May Counties
»

“On behalf of the Board & staff at Jewish Family Service of Atlantic & Cape May Counties, | would like to thank Public Defender Jennifer Selli m
for selecting our agency to collaborate on this important initiative. Each day, our dedicated team provides critical services and programs to
more than 15,000 residents. For those who require justice involved services, we believe this partnership will create meaningful change and
improve outcomes for individuals involved in the judicial system.”

Gloria-Ann Seel

AVP Behavioral Health and Addiction Medicine, AtlantiCare Behavioral Health

“AtlantiCare believes overwhelmingly in the impact social determinants of health have on individuals’ overall health outcomes. There are many
additional and often underlying life factors that contribute to an individual’s involvement in the criminal justice system. We believe that to truly
reduce recidivism and ensure individuals are thriving in the community, these factors need to be at the forefront of treatment. Our approach to
treatment does just that. We see an individual as a whole person and work to treat the whole person and not just the symptoms that are
apparent.

We are excited and honored to partner with the Office of the Public Defender on its holistic model of legal representation. Community
collaboration is so important and is a key to making progress in this work. There is such a deep need for interdisciplinary approaches to these
social issues. As Helen Keller said, ‘Alone, we can do so little; together, we can do so much.”

Colleen Smith
Director, New Jersey Programs, Center for Justice Innovation

“The Center for Justice Innovation has been a proud partner of the New Jersey Office of the Public Defender for over a decade. By putting
people and communities at the center of legal decision-making, the Office's transition to holistic defense complements our community justice
work in New Jersey. The Center is thrilled to continue to grow our collaborations with the Office of the Public Defender as they expand their
holistic defense model.”

Marleina Ubel
Senior Policy Analyst, New Jersey Policy Perspective

"New Jersey's new collaborative, holistic defense model is a critical step toward ensuring both justice and public safety and addresses the
underlying social, emotional, and economic challenges individuals face. This approach fosters not only better outcomes for those involved in
the criminal legal system but also strengthens our communities. By integrating legal representation with mental health support, housing
services, and addiction treatment, we are working to break the cycle and build safer, more resilient communities across the state."

Jeanne LoCicero
Legal Director, ACLU-NJ

“Holistic defense provides a more equitable approach to administering justice by demanding that people be recognized as more than just their
cases before the court - they are people with lived experiences who have families and futures. We're grateful for the leadership of Public
Defender Jennifer Sellitti and her team as they shift to a more modern, comprehensive, and human-centered approach to public defense for
New Jersey’s communities. We look forward to continuing to work together to build a more just state for all.”

Rev. Dr. Charles F. Boyer
Executive Director and Co Founder of Salvation and Social Justice
Pastor of Greater Mount Zion A.M.E Church in Trenton

"NJOPD's support for collaborative holistic defense is vital for a just and equitable criminal legal system. This model addresses underlying
issues like mental health, substance use, and socio-economic challenges, going beyond traditional legal representation. By integrating social
services, legal advocacy, and community support, holistic defense empowers individuals, reduces recidivism, and strengthens communities
disproportionately affected by the criminal legal system. We commend OPD for their bold leadership in this necessary step.”
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JAMES J. GERROW, JR.
Of counsel, Law Office of Mario J. Persiano, Merchantville NJ, 08109 856-379-
4245, jgerrow@persianolaw.com

Mr. Gerrow graduated from Temple University School of Law, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania having received his undergraduate education at Saint Joseph's
University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was admitted to the state and federal bars
of New Jersey in 1974, and the United States Supreme Courtin 1978.

From September 1975 until August 1982, he was an Associate Attorney and Member of
Hartman, Schlesinger, Schlosser, Faxon & Foy, P.C. in Mount Holly, primarily engaged in
criminal defense litigation. He served as a municipal prosecutor in five Burlington
County municipalities during this time.

He then served in the Burlington County Prosecutor's Office from 1982 until 2008 as
Executive Assistant Prosecutor. He previously served as Acting Burlington County
Prosecutor (11/98 - 6/99),

He has lectured for the New Jersey State Bar Association, New Jersey's Institute for
Continuing Legal Education, and at the New Jersey State Judicial College.

He served as the Special Prosecutor in the investigation and prosecution of the April
23, 1998 New Jersey Turnpike Trooper Shooting Case that confirmed the use of racial
profiling by the New Jersey State Police patrolling the New Jersey Turnpike.

He was also a member of Attorney General's Committee that developed the
Megan's Law Registrant Risk Assessment Scale.

He is a former President of the Burlington County Bar Association, He served as the
Burlington County Trustee, New Jersey State Bar Association. He is a Past Chair of the
Criminal Law Section, New Jersey State Bar Association. He served as the South Jersey
Vice-Chair of the Judicial & Prosecutorial Appointments Committee as well as a
member of the Association's Nominating Committee, Judicial Administration
Committee, and currently its Legislative Committee. He has served on a number
of special Committees of the Association. He also serves on the New Jersey State Bar
Foundation's Mock Trial Committee.

He was selected as the 1997 Professional Lawyer of the Year - New Jersey
Commission on Professionalism in the Law and Burlington County Bar
Association. In 2021, he received the Burlington County Bar Association's highest
honor, the Matin L. Haines Award, which recognizes personal and professional
integrity, devotion to the legal profession and legal scholarship, and dedication to
the justice system and the people of Burlington County. At the 2024 New Jersey State
Bar Annual Meeting, he received the Criminal Law Practitioner of the Year Award from
his Criminal Law Section colleagues.

On October 31, 2024 he received recognition from the New Jersey Judiciary for his
pro bono services.


mailto:jgerrow@persianolaw.com

Robert J. Brass, Esq. is listed as an “AV Preeminent” attorney, the highest peer rating by
Martindale-Hubbell.

Mr. Brass is a former Deputy Attorney General with the New Jersey Division of Criminal
Justice of the Office of the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey, where he
prosecuted insurance fraud, official corruption, public contract fraud, environmental
crimes, organized crime racketeering/homicide, computer fraud and threats to the
judiciary. As a Deputy Attorney General, he was a faculty member of the Attorney General’s
Advocacy Institute; and, was a team supervisor for the Attorney General’s Shooting
Response Team, heading a team of investigative staff from the New Jersey State Police
Major Crimes Bureau and the New Jersey Division of Criminal Justice.

Mr. Brass previously served as a Supervising Assistant Prosecutor in the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office and an Assistant Prosecutor in the Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office. His prosecutorial experience included homicide, arson, sexual assault, aggravated
assault, robbery, computer fraud, burglary, white collar crimes, theft and drug related
offenses.

Mr. Brass concentrates his practice in the area of federal and state white collar
criminal defense litigation, as well as other criminal and civil litigation in federal, state
superior and municipal courts. His white collar criminal defense practice includes all
aspects of fraud allegations and official misconduct/corruption allegations. He has
represented police officers from state, county and local law enforcement agencies in
Federal Court (under 42 USC 1983 litigation), and State Court, as well as in departmental
hearings.

Mr. Brass represents clients in all aspects of insurance fraud defense litigation,
including Office of the Insurance Fraud Prosecutor criminal investigations/litigation,
Department of Banking and Insurance civil penalty investigations/litigation, professional
board hearings, and insurance fraud civil actions brought by insurance carriers.

On September 12, 2022, Mr. Brass was honored by the New Jersey Institute for
Continuing Legal Education of the State Bar Association, when he was presented with the
Distinguished Service Award for Excellent in Continuing Legal Education. This award is
presented to attorneys and judges, who volunteer their time and expertise to teach their
colleagues in the profession.

Mr. Brass has served as a Trustee of the New Jersey State Bar Association; and, is a
Past Chair of the State Bar Association Criminal Law Section. He served as the New Jersey
State Bar Association’s representative on the New Jersey Supreme Court Committee on
Model Criminal Jury Charges; a member of the New Jersey State Bar Judicial Administration



Committee; a member of the New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education Advisory
Committee; and, as the Chair of the State Bar Association Senior Lawyers Special
Committee. He presently serves as Co-Chair of the Legal Education Committee; and, is a
member of the Meeting and Planning Committee.

Mr. Brass has testified on behalf of the New Jersey State Bar Association before the
New Jersey Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee and the New Jersey Assembly
Judiciary Committee, relative to legislation concerning bail reform and speedy trial issues.
He has served as the Chair of the State Bar Association’s Ad Hoc Committee on the
Prosecutors Study Commission, and as a member of the State Bar Association’s
Mandatory CLE Advisory Committee.

In 2023, Mr. Brass moderated and spoke on a Criminal Law Update Panel, at the NJ
State Bar Association Mid-Year Meeting, in Paris, France. In 2019, Mr. Brass spoke on the
topic of “Hot Tips for Litigators”, at a legal conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico. In 2018, Mr.
Brass moderated a Criminal Law Panel, at a legal conference in Rome, Italy, where he
spoke on the topic of “Insurance Fraud, as Relating to the Medical Professional”. In 2017,
Mr. Brass moderated and lectured at a legal conference in Madrid, Spain on “Criminal Law
Practice”. In 2015, he served as the moderator and speaker in New Orleans, Louisiana, on
the topic of “Prosecuting and Defending Police Officers”. In 2014, Mr. Brass moderated and
lectured at a legal conference in Paris, France on the topic of “Bail Reform and Speedy Trial
Issues”. Mr. Brass has lectured at legal conferences in Rome, Italy on the topic of
“Forfeiture and Debarment”; in Dublin, Ireland on the topic of “White-Collar Crime and
Money Laundering”; and in 2012, in Las Vegas, Nevada on the topic of “Prosecutorial
Misconduct”.

From 1996 through 2025, Mr. Brass has been a moderator and speaker at the New
Jersey State Bar Association’s Annual meeting, which is held in Atlantic City, on topics
covering White Collar Crime, Insurance Fraud Defense, General Criminal Practice and the
Annual Criminal Bench-Bar Conference. Mr. Brass is a co-moderator and speaker for the
NJICLE Annual Criminal Law Institute.

Mr. Brass has been on the faculty of the National Association of Attorneys General
“White Collar Crime Trial Program”, at Washington University in St. Louis; and, from 1999
thru 2008, taught trial advocacy courses to Deputy Attorneys General from Criminal, Civil
and Gaming Enforcement Division of the New Jersey Attorney General’s Office and
Assistant New Jersey County Prosecutors for the New Jersey Attorney General’s Office Trial
Advocacy Institute. In 2019, Mr. Brass moderated and spoke on a panel on “Criminal
Motion Practice” from the defense perspective, at the Annual New Jersey Prosecutor’s
Association College, in Atlantic City.



Mr. Brass presently serves on the New Jersey Supreme Court Fee Arbitration
Committee for District VC.

Mr. Brass has been qualified in the Superior Court of New Jersey as an expert in the
field of polygraph examinations and was a former supervisor of the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office Polygraph Unit. He has lectured on the use of polygraph in law
enforcement at Seton Hall and Rutgers Law Schools, as well as at national polygraph
seminars, continuing legal education seminars and at training seminars to law
enforcement officers.

Prior to and while attending law school, he was a Lieutenant and Investigator in the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office, assigned to the Economic Crime and Official Corruption
Section and the Polygraph Unit.

He received his Bachelor of Arts from Seton Hall University and his Juris Doctorate
from Seton Hall University School of Law.



Angelo Onofri, Esq., has worked at the Mercer County Prosecutors Office for the past 28
years. In 2016, he was appointed by the Governor as the Mercer County Prosecutor, where
he led the office of more than 200 staff. Since 2006, he served as an instructor at the
Mercer County Police Academy teaching Constitutional Law, New Jersey Criminal Justice
System, Search and Seizure and various substantial criminal law topics. Well-known and
respected in the legal community, he is a dedicated volunteer currently serving as chair of
the Mercer County Bar Foundation, and as a member of the board of Special Olympics
New Jersey. He active with the Law Enforcement Torch Run for SONJ, supporting families in
the law enforcement, fire fighter, EMS, and other first responder communities. A graduate
of Villanova University’s Charles Widger School of Law, he earned his undergraduate
degree from Rutgers University in Political Science. Onofri handles matters in all areas of
the firm’s practice and also provides subject matter expertise in matters where individuals
with disabilities are involved with the criminal justice system.



