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The purpose of this seminar is to provide 
a complete, big-picture litigation 
overview for law clerks, young lawyers, 
and new associates.
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Moderator: 

 Chelsea Turiano, Esq., Day Pitney LLP

Speakers:  

 Hon. Rukhsanah L. Singh, U.S.M.J.

 Mikayla R. Berliner, Esq., Lowenstein Sandler LLP

 Yvette Donaldson-Brown, Esq., Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC

 Christopher L. Jackson, Esq., Goldberg Segalla

 Paul R. Marino, Esq., Day Pitney LLP

 Gigio K. Ninan, Esq., Shankar Ninan & Co., LLP

 Travis Nunziato, Esq., Laddey Clark & Ryan LLP
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Litigation Phases

Pre-Litigation

Pleadings

Discovery

Summary Judgment

Pretrial Preparation

Trial

Appeals

Dispute 
Resolution
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• Business Development
• Building Relationships
• Fact Gathering
• Demand Letters
• Client Interviews 
• Cease and Desist Notices 

Pre-
Litigation

• Causes of Action 
• Understanding Local Rules
• Motion to Dismiss
• Responsive Pleadings 
• Initial Court Conferences 

Pleadings • Interrogatories
• Request for Production
• Requests for Admission
• Depositions 
• Subpoenas 
• Discovery Disputes
• Responding to Written 

Discovery
• Privilege 
• Document Review 

Discovery
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• Components 
• Strategy 
• Dispute Resolution
• Legal Research

Summary 
Judgment

• Motions in Limine
• Witness Lists 
• Jury Instructions 
• Verdict Form 
• Witness Preparation
• Opening Statements 
• Closing Arguments 

Pre-Trial 
Preparation • Jury vs. Bench Trial 

• Interacting With 
Jurors 

• Direct Examination 
• Cross Examination 

Trial

• Deciding Whether 
To Appeal 

• Understanding 
Local Rules 

• Strategy for 
Appellate Advocacy 

Appeals 
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Speaker Bios 
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Hon. Rukhsanah L. Singh, U.S.M.J. 

Hon. Rukhsanah L. Singh is a United States Magistrate Judge
in the Trenton Vicinage of the United States District Court
for the District of New Jersey. She is an Adjunct Professor
at Seton Hall University School of Law and routinely speaks
on topics involving a broad range of discovery issues, such
as electronic discovery, as well as pretrial practices,
particularly in complex and multidistrict litigation. Prior to
her appointment to the bench, Judge Singh was an Assistant
General Counsel for Litigation at BASF Corporation and
previously served as an Assistant United States Attorney in
the Civil Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Eastern District of New York. Judge Singh also practiced at
a midsize firm in New Jersey and served as a law clerk to
the Honorable Joel A. Pisano, U.S.D.J., in the U.S. District
Court for the District of New Jersey, as well as to the
Honorable Roberto A. Rivera-Soto, Associate Justice in the
New Jersey Supreme Court. Judge Singh received her B.A.
from Davidson College and her J.D. from Seton Hall
University School of Law.
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Yvette Donaldson-Brown
Yvette obtained her bachelor’s degree and master’s degree
from New Jersey City University. She obtained her law
degree from Delaware Law Widener University in 2020 and
graduated cum laude. While at Widener, she volunteered in
the Veteran’s Clinic and was a writer for the Widener Law
Review.

Yvette is an associate at Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott,
LLC where she focuses on commercial litigation matters
including general liability, mass casualty and insurance
defense, corporate litigation, franchise litigation, mass tort
litigation, ERISA, benefit plan litigation and health care
litigation. Yvette is the Pro Bono Chair of the New Jersey
State Bar Association and serves on the YLD Executive
Committee as the Mercer County Representative. Yvette is
also the Central Jersey Member at Large for the Association
of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey. She is active in the
American Bar Association and is currently the YLD Vice
Director for DEI Programs. Yvette also mentors law students
from Rutgers Law School and Seton Hall Law School.
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Christopher Jackson
Chris is an associate in Goldberg Segalla’s
Princeton, New Jersey office. He earned his JD
from Rutgers Law and, following a clerkship with
the Honorable Kay Walcott-Henderson, began
working as a civil litigator. He has extensive
litigation experience in professional malpractice,
professional liability, and product liability. He is
the incoming Chair of the New Jersey Bar
Association Young Lawyers Division and the current
YLC Chair in the Mercer County Bar Association.
Chris is also a member of the Garden State Bar
Association and the American Bar Association. He
serves on a local non-profit’s fundraising board and
is a frequent speaker on NJSBA and the Mercer
County Bar programs. Chris was named as the
Mercer County Bar Association’s Young Lawyer of
the year in 2022, received the New Jersey State
Bar Association Young Lawyer’s Division Service to
the Bar Award in 2024, and has been named as a
“Super Lawyers” rising star for the last four years.
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Gigio Ninan

Gigio Ninan is a distinguished attorney and founder of Shankar Ninan Law Firm, a boutique law firm representing
over 250 businesses. With nearly 15 years of experience in business and employment law, Gigio has established
himself as a trusted advisor to executives and companies across various industries.

Gigio's expertise spans business counseling, litigation, and mediation. He has handled complex cases involving
employment agreements, non-compete clauses, and shareholder disputes. As a Certified Mediator for the U.S.
District Court for the District of New Jersey, Gigio brings people together to formulate fair solutions.

Gigio serves as fractional general counsel to numerous businesses, providing guidance on workplace policies,
procedures, and practices. He has represented clients in various industries, including healthcare, technology,
and consumer goods. Gigio's thought leadership extends to publishing articles on legal topics, such as restrictive
covenants and employment law.

Gigio's professional achievements include being selected for the New Jersey State Bar Association Leadership
Academy and the Collaborative Bar Leadership Academy. He has received numerous awards, including the
Martindale-Hubbell AV Preeminent Rating, NJSBA New Leader of the Bar, Super Lawyers Rising Stars,
Distinguished Alumni Awards from both of his alma maters, Binghamton University and Rutgers Law School and a
Rising Star Award for the North American South Asian Bar Association (SABA-NA).

A champion for diversity, equity, and inclusion, Gigio has presented at Continuing Legal Education programs and
served on the boards of several affinity bar associations. He has also impacted the lives of students and future
lawyers through his involvement with Rutgers University and various bar associations. Gigio was just elected
Treasurer of the Asian American Bar Association of New York (AABANY). Gigio sits on the boards of the Anderson
Center International and Asian American Bar Association of New York. He is the current Chair of the Solo/Small
Firm committee for the SABA-NA. He was a past vice president for both the South Asian Bar Association of New
York and New Jersey. He was the past Head of the Rutgers Law School, Camden alumni association. Gigio has
taught deposition practice as an adjunct professor at Rutgers Law School, is on faculty for Lawline and has
taught numerous CLEs for the NJICLE. Gigio was the youngest ever to endow a scholarship for students at
Rutgers Law School, Camden.

Through his commitment to community service and leadership, Gigio continues to make a positive impact in the
legal profession and beyond.
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Travis W. Nunziato
Travis Nunziato is a partner in the firm’s Personal Injury Practice
Group and Practice Leader of firm’s Workers’ Compensation
Department. He is committed to providing legal representation
to his clients, who have been seriously injured by an accident
through no fault of their own. Travis’s practice is primarily
focused on automobile accidents, work injuries, products and
premises liability claims, burn injuries and other accidents in
which severe, catastrophic injuries are involved. He has
successfully tried bench and jury trials across the state.

In 2021, Travis was recognized by The New Jersey Law Journal as
a “New Leader of the Bar.” Recently, Travis was inducted into the
National Trial Lawyers: Top 40 Under 40, an exclusive list of top
lawyers in the country who possess qualifications such as
reputation, influence, stature, and public profile. Further,
invitees must have superior trial results and exemplify leadership
as young lawyers under the age of 40.

Travis serves as the Vice President for the Sussex County Bar
Association and the Sussex County Representative of the NJSBA
Young Lawyers Division’s Executive Committee. In addition to
being a trial attorney, Travis is also an adjunct professor within
Sussex County Community College’s Legal Studies department,
where he teaches Introduction to Legal Research & Writing and
Advanced Legal Research & Writing.


