
Pathways to the Bench 

Special Interest Track (Central Ballroom AB) 

So you want to be a judge? Maybe navigating that process seems daunting. Join this 
conversation to understand the process of being nominated and appointed to the state 
court bench. Learn from judges, those involved in the vetting process and people behind 
the nomination scenes to demystify the process. 

 



So You Want to Be a Judge – Useful Links 
 
 
https://www.njcourts.gov/attorneys/jud-ed 
 
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2023/05/19/so-you-want-to-be-a-judge-nj-state-bar-
panel-demystifies-the-path-to-judicial-nomination/ 
 

 

You Want to be a Judge?—Bar Panel 

Demystifies the Path to Judicial 

Nomination | New Jersey Law Journal 
It is hard, at times unfair, at times complicated, said retired 

Superior Court Judge Julio Mendez. The length of time is 

unpredictable. But it is a much better process than getting 

judges elected. 

www.law.com 

 
 

https://www.njcourts.gov/attorneys/jud-ed
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2023/05/19/so-you-want-to-be-a-judge-nj-state-bar-panel-demystifies-the-path-to-judicial-nomination/
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2023/05/19/so-you-want-to-be-a-judge-nj-state-bar-panel-demystifies-the-path-to-judicial-nomination/
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2023/05/19/so-you-want-to-be-a-judge-nj-state-bar-panel-demystifies-the-path-to-judicial-nomination/
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2023/05/19/so-you-want-to-be-a-judge-nj-state-bar-panel-demystifies-the-path-to-judicial-nomination/
https://www.law.com/njlawjournal/2023/05/19/so-you-want-to-be-a-judge-nj-state-bar-panel-demystifies-the-path-to-judicial-nomination/
http://www.law.com/


Carlos M. Bollar
Partner

Environmental Law

856.354.3073

 cbollar@archerlaw.com

Carlos is Co-Chair of Archer’s Environmental Justice Practice Group and represents clients in complex toxic

tort, product liability and environmental litigation matters. With over 20 years of experience dedicated

exclusively to complex environmental litigation, Carlos handles cases in all of the contexts in which they arise,

including single plaintiff cases, mass actions involving hundreds of plaintiffs, class actions and defending clients

against state and federal government.

Accomplished in all aspects of defending his clients’ legal interests, Carlos typically handles high stakes litigation

with massive potential damages. He has tried numerous contested matters in federal and state courts and has

experience in all aspects of pre-trial and trial work. While many of Carlos’s clients call on him before problems

become unwieldy or litigation is imminent, there are times when unforeseen issues blindside them. In either

case, Carlos provides clients with direct and honest counsel that prioritizes their best interests.

Carlos represents clients in cases often involving claims for personal injury, medical monitoring, property

damage and natural resource damages. He routinely handles claims involving exposure to various types of

hazardous substances, including benzene, MTBE and chlorinated compounds. Carlos also handles

environmental insurance cases, representing policyholders in their efforts to obtain coverage against insurers

for environmental claims.

Clients appreciate Carlos’s experience dealing with government agencies. He regularly counsels clients in state

and federal regulatory matters and represents clients in administrative hearings in order to help them get their

deals done, or put regulatory problems behind them, usually when the complexities seem most overwhelming.

His clients value his responsiveness, practical approach, and deep understanding of their businesses.



Overview

https://www.archerlaw.com/en/services/practices/environmental-law
tel:856.354.3073
mailto:cbollar@archerlaw.com
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Carlos is the Immediate Past President of the Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA). He has been a deeply

committed member of the HNBA, serving in various Board positions over the years. In addition to his position

on the HNBA’s Executive Committee, Carlos is also the past president of the Hispanic Bar Association of New

Jersey. Carlos also serves on the Board of Trustees for the New Jersey State Bar Association.

Ongoing representation of an international petroleum company in multiple gasoline-related product

liability cases seeking natural resource damages in a consolidated multidistrict litigation in the Southern

District of New York. Each individual case seeks several hundred million dollars in damages.

A six month jury trial involving product liability claims related to a service station in Maryland. 

Mr. Bollar was part of a trial team that defended the client against the claims of over 500 private

homeowners for noneconomic, property and punitive damages. The Maryland Court of Appeals issued a

favorable and landmark ruling in this matter entitled Albright, et al v. Exxon Mobil Corp.

A five month jury trial in defense of a major petroleum company from claims of over 300 plaintiffs arising

from a gasoline leak in excess of 25,000 gallons into a bedrock aquifer. The Maryland Court of Appeals

issued a favorable and landmark opinion in this matter entitled Ford, et al v. Exxon Mobil Corp.

Settlement of a lawsuit with favorable results relating to the sale and remediation of a gasoline service

station property with potential compensatory and punitive damages exposure in excess of $8 million.

Frequent regulatory and compliance counseling for a client engaging in the ongoing investigation and

remediation of petroleum hydrocarbons in a fractured bedrock environment in a well water community.

Bench trial in defense of a client relating to the excavation of subsurface gasoline station equipment and

efforts to remediate the property. The matter was settled favorably while on appeal to the New Jersey

Appellate Division.

Professional and Community Involvement

Immediate Past President, Hispanic National Bar Association

Past President, Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey

Board of Trustees Member, New Jersey State Bar Association

Board of Trustees Member, Legal Services of New Jersey

Member, Supreme Court of New Jersey’s District IV Ethics Committee (2011-2014)

Representative Experience
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Select Articles

“Diversity on the Federal Bench Should Be a Priority for the President No Matter His Party,” The Legal

Intelligencer (November 2020)

Past Speaking Engagements and Seminars

“Environmental Justice – the Emergence of New Jersey as a Leader,”  New Jersey State Bar Association

(October 2020)

“Serving the Hispanic Business Community,” South Jersey Chamber of Commerce (September 2018)

“The Next Generation of Trial Attorneys,” Corporate Litigation Retreat (March 2018)

“Managing Outside Counsel Spend: Strategies for In House Counsel,” HBA-NJ Corporate Counsel

Roundtable (January 2018)

“How and When To Break the Rules: Effective Cross-Examinations,” HNBA Annual Conference (September

2017)

“2017 Recent Developments in New Jersey Law,” New Jersey State Bar Association (July 2017)

“Taking and Defending Depositions,” Camden County Bar Association (November 2016)

“Diversity in the Legal Profession,” Minority Student Program Reception, Rutgers School of Law (November

2016)

“E-Discovery and the New Federal Rules,” HBA-NJ Corporate Counsel Roundtable (November 2016)

Hispanic Business Forum (multiple topics), Chamber of Commerce for Southern New Jersey (November

2015, October 2016)

“Maximizing the Value of Legal Department Initiatives,” HNBA Annual Conference (October 2016)

In the News

“Carlos Bollar RLAW ’97, President-Elect of the National Hispanic Bar Association,” Rutgers Law School

Alumni Newsletter (11/3/20)

Credentials

Education

Rutgers University, JD, With Distinction; Taxation Honors

Rutgers University, BA

https://www.archerlaw.com/carlos-bollar-rlaw-97-president-elect-of-the-national-hispanic-bar-association/


4

Bar Admissions

New Jersey

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit

U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey

U.S. Supreme Court

Offices

Voorhees, NJ

Philadelphia, PA

New York, NY

Practice

Environmental Justice 

Environmental Law 

Environmental Litigation 

© 2024 Archer & Greiner, P.C. All rights reserved.

Areas of Focus

https://www.archerlaw.com/en/locations/voorhees-nj
https://www.archerlaw.com/en/locations/philadelphia-pa
https://www.archerlaw.com/en/locations/new-york-ny
https://www.archerlaw.com/en/services/practices/environmental-law/environmental-justice
https://www.archerlaw.com/en/services/practices/environmental-law
https://www.archerlaw.com/en/services/practices/environmental-law/environmental-litigation


Honorable Julio L. Mendez, AJSC (Ret.) is Senior Contributing Analyst for the William J. 
Hughes Center for Public Policy, Stockton College, in Galloway Township, New Jersey.  In 2022 
he retired as Assignment Judge for Atlantic and Cape May Counties (Vicinage 1), where he 
oversaw the efficient operation of the courts in those counties and sat in Atlantic City, New Jersey.  
The State’s first Hispanic Assignment Judge, Judge Mendez was first assigned to the Vicinage 15 
Criminal Division for 2 years, then spent 7 years in the Family Division and in 2005 was assigned 
as the Family Part’s Presiding Judge for the Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem vicinage.  He was 
appointed Assignment Judge effective November 1, 2011.  
 
Judge Mendez is Past Chair of the New Jersey Municipal Court Regionalization Subcommittee of 
the Supreme Court Municipal Court Working Group and Past Chair of the Supreme Court 
Committee on Municipal Court Operations, Fines, and Fees.  Having served as Chair of the Drug 
Court Working Group, he has been a member of the New Jersey Judiciary Judicial Council, the 
Judiciary’s Management and Operations Committee, the National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges and the Board of the National Association for Presiding Judges and Court Executive 
Officers (NAPCO).  Judge Mendez has been Chair of the Children in Court Committee of the 
Conference of Family Presiding Judges and a member of the Supreme Court Family Practice 
Committee and a number of other state-wide conferences and committees.  He has also been an 
instructor at the Judicial College. 
    
Judge Mendez received his B.A. from Glassboro State College (now Rowan University) and his 
J.D. from Rutgers School of Law-Camden.  
 







Valentina DiPippo has served as Appointments Counsel in the Office of the 
Governor, Philip D. Murphy, since January 2023.  Prior to joining the Governor’s 
Office, Ms. DiPippo worked at the Division of Law, for more than nine years, 
including serving as the Section Chief of the Division of Law’s Public Records Advice 
and Disputes Section.   Prior to joining the Division of Law, Ms. DiPippo served as a 
law clerk for the Honorable Philip S. Carchman, P.J.A.D. (retired, on recall to Law 
Division) and in the Chancery Division, General Equity Part, for the Honorable Mary 
C. Jacobson, then-P.J.Ch., and the Honorable Paul Innes, P.J.Ch.   She received a B.A. 
from Wesleyan University and J.D. from Brooklyn Law School. 
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Javerbaum Wurgaft Hicks Kahn Wikstrom & Sinins, P.C.
javerbaumwurgaft.com/attorney/alex-fajardo/

Alex J. Fajardo is admitted to practice law in New Jersey State and Federal District Courts.
He concentrates his practice on nursing and medical malpractice litigation with emphasis on
wrongful death, catastrophic injury, negligence, and abuse claims arising in hospitals,
nursing homes, rehabilitation centers, psychiatric facilities, assisted-living facilities, and care
homes.

Alex attended the Delaware Law School on a full-tuition scholarship. While there, he earned
a Certificate of Achievement in Tort Law, the Outstanding Trial Advocate Award, the
Delaware State Bar Alford Excellence Award and served on the Executive Board of the Latin
American Law Students’ Association.

Alex is active in the legal community by serving on the Executive Board of the Hispanic Bar
Association of New Jersey, as Trustee, Finance Director, Treasurer and President Elect. Alex
was born in Havana, Cuba and speaks Spanish fluently. His immigrant experience fuels his
dedication to serving clients of all walks of life and his appreciation for a legal system that
operates on principles of justice and the rule of law.

https://www.javerbaumwurgaft.com/attorney/alex-fajardo/









