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Moderator/Speaker: 
William J. Maer 

Public Strategies Impact (Bio) 
 

Speakers: 
Senator Jon M. Bramnick, Esq. 

Bramnick Rodriguez Grabas Arnold & Mangan, LLC (Bio) 
District 21 (R) 

 
Senator Anthony M. Bucco, Esq. 

Murphy McKeon PC (Bio) 
Republican Leader, District 25 (R) 

 
Assemblywoman Victoria A. Flynn, Esq. 

Law Office of Victoria A. Flynn (Bio) 
Deputy Minority Conference Leader, District 13 (R) 

 
Senator Joseph A. Lagana, Esq. 

Cleary, Giacobbe, Alfieri & Jacobs, LLC 
District 38 (D) (Bio) 

 
Senator John F. McKeon, III, Esq. 

Hardin, Kundla, McKeon & Polettto, P.A. 
District 27 (D) (Bio) 

 
Assemblywoman Luanne M. Peterpaul, Esq. 

Peterpaul Law, LLP (Bio) 
District 11 (D) 

 
Assemblywoman Claire S. Swift, Esq. 

Swift Law Firm, LLC (Bio) 
District 2 (D) 

 
 

  

https://www.njpsi.com/about-psi/
https://www.jonbramnick.com/attorney-profiles/jon-m-bramnick/
https://www.njassemblygop.com/223/Victoria-Flynn


Legislation 
 

1. S2839 (Bucco)/A534 (Barranco) – Energy and Security Act; Requires BPU to consider 
energy security, diversity, and affordability when preparing Energy Master Plan and 
perform economic and ratepayer impact analysis of energy generation projects and 
Energy Master Plan. 
 

2. S4285 (Testa) – Abolishes BPU; transfers responsibilities to Department of Treasury 
 

3. Eliminate Sales Tax and Fees on Energy Bills – Bill number pending (Tiver/Pennacchio) – 
Suspends the sales and use tax, as well as the Societal Benefits Charge (SBC) on 
electric bills 

 
4. A4066 (Swift)/S3246 (Polistina) – Changes underage gambling from disorderly persons 

offense to civil penalty; provides for deposit of all associated fines to local public safety 
funds 

 
5. A4768 (Swift)  – Establishes “Cyber Security Reserve Corps;” appropriates $500,000 

 
6. A5006 (Swift)/S3741 (Polistina) – Excludes tips from gross income tax 

 
7. A5433 (Reynolds-Jackson) – Increases minimum wage for tipped workers 

 
8. A354 (Swift)/S194 (Polistina) – Clarifies regional municipal court jurisdiction over State 

Police and other matters originating outside of participating municipalities 
 

9. A3848 (Swift) – Establishes maximum rate of interest for New Jersey College Loands to 
Assist State Student Loan Program; establishes protections for private student loan 
borrowers 

 
10. Utility Relief Act (Swift) – Proposed – Helps address the utility crisis in New Jersey, 

allocate funds, appoint a task force, look into other states for energy, etc. 
 

11. S3772 (Lagana)/A5198 (Sampson) – Concerns valuation of board and lodging with 
respect to workers’ compensation 

 
12. A5004 (Peterpaul)/S3823 (Gopal) – Creates separate crime for items depicting sexual 

exploitation or abuse of children; concerns computer generated or manipulated 
sexually explicit images. 

 
13. A4174 (Peterpaul)/S3940 (Gopal) – Clarifies consent to being photographed, filmed, or 

recorded in a sexual manner does not include or imply consent to disclosure of image. 
 

14. A5425 (Peterpaul) – Establishes three-year Integrated Domestic Violence Court pilot 
program in Camden, Essex, Hudson, and Middlesex counties. 

 
15. A1802 (Peterpaul)/S2051 (Gopal) – Requires law enforcement officer to conduct danger 

assessment of domestic violence victims and provides assistance to high-risk victims. 

https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S3000/2839_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S4500/4285_I1.PDF
https://www.senatenj.com/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=703
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A4500/4066_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A5000/4768_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A5500/5006_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A5500/5433_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A0500/354_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A4000/3848_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S4000/3772_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A5500/5004_R2.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A4500/4174_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/A5500/5425_I1.PDF
https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S2500/2051_I1.PDF


 
16. A4471 (Ramirez)/S2437 (Mukherji) – Directs Office of the Public Defender to provide 

legal representation for certain criminal contempt violations. 
 

17. Notice to the Bar: Report and Recommendations of the Judiciary Working Group on 
Attorney Pro Bono Assignments – Publication for Comments 

 
  

https://pub.njleg.state.nj.us/Bills/2024/S2500/2437_R2.PDF
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2023/05/n230509a.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2023/05/n230509a.pdf


Helpful Links:  
 
The Lawmaking Process 
 
Path of Legislation 
 
New Jersey State Constitution 
  

https://www.njstatehousetours.org/168/The-Lawmaking-Process
https://www.njstatehousetours.org/DocumentCenter/View/170/Path-of-Legislation-PDF?bidId=
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Constitution:Public


New Jersey Senate Republican Leader Anthony M. Bucco, Esq. 

A lifelong resident of Morris County, Anthony M. Bucco has served in the New Jersey Senate since 2019. 
He currently serves as the Senate Republican Leader. He previously served in the General Assembly from 
2010 to 2019, including as the Republican conference leader for his final two years. 

Bucco earned a bachelor's degree in business administration and managerial economics in 1984 from 
Lycoming College in Williamsport, PA. He went on to get his law degree from Seton Hall Law School in 
1987, and was admitted to the New Jersey Bar that same year. He is a partner at the law firm of Murphy 
McKeon, P.C. specializing in local government law. 

He is a founding member of Daytop drug and alcohol center and served on the Governor's Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse from 1998 to 2009. Bucco has been a commissioner of the Morris County 
Sheriff's Crime Stoppers program since 1998 and served with the Boonton Volunteer Fire Department 
since 1980 where he attained the rank of captain. 

With six grown children and five grandchildren, Bucco and his wife reside in Boonton. 

  



Senator Joseph A. Lagana, Esq. 

New Jersey State Senator Joseph A. Lagana represents Legislative District 38, encompassing parts of 
Bergen County. Sworn into the Senate in April 2018 as the second youngest member at the time, he 
currently chairs the Senate Commerce Committee and serves on the Senate Judiciary Committee. Prior to 
his Senate service, Senator Lagana was a three-term member of the New Jersey General Assembly. 

Before his legislative career in District 38, Joe served on the Paramus Borough Council, concluding his 
tenure as Council President and Chairman of the Budget Committee. A full-time attorney, he is now a 
partner at Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs. 

A lifelong New Jersey resident and first-generation Italian-American who grew up in Ridgefield, Joe 
graduated from Fordham University and earned his law degree from Western Michigan University, 
Thomas M. Cooley School of Law. He currently resides in Paramus with his wife and three daughters. 

  



Senator John F. McKeon, III, Esq. 

Senator John F. McKeon was elected to the New Jersey Senate in 2023. Prior to Senate tenure, he served 
in the New Jersey General Assembly from 2002 – 2023. From 1998 – 2010 he also served as Mayor of West 
Orange and as a member of the Town Council from 1992-1998.  In the Assembly, Senator McKeon held 
various leadership roles, including Chairman of the Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Committee, the 
Assembly Judiciary Committee, the Assembly Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee and co-chair 
of the Legislature’s Water Infrastructure Task Force.  Currently, he serves as Vice Chair of the Senate State 
Government, Wagering, Tourism & Historic Preservation Committee, a member of the Senate Environment 
and Energy Committee and Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee.  

The Senator is one of the state’s leading legislative advocates for protecting New Jersey’s environment. In 
2004, he authored the historic Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act to safeguard thousands of 
acres of land in the Highlands Region the source of drinking water for half the state’s residents. More 
recently, in 2014 he played a pivotal role as the Assembly’s prime sponsor and biggest advocate of a 
referendum passed by voters that creates the first permanent source of funding for the preservation and 
stewardship of open spaces, farmlands, historic sites, parks and waterways. He also led the way for the 
implementation legislation that passed in 2016 to make sure the money collected for the funds are 
distributed as intended by the voters. John has strengthened New Jersey’s nationally renowned recycling 
programs by sponsoring the Recycling Enhancement Act and getting the strongest electronic waste 
recycling bill in the nation passed and signed into law in 2017.  He was a prime sponsor of the landmark 
Global Warming Response Act and the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) – which set a mandatory 
cap on greenhouse emissions of carbon dioxide.  
 
Additionally, Senator McKeon has worked to lower prescription drug prices by sponsoring several laws 
aimed at advancing healthcare affordability and making prescription drugs more affordable for all New 
Jerseyans. He has focused on reining in out-of-pocket costs, increasing oversight, and promoting greater 
transparency across the pharmaceutical supply chain. 
 
He most recently led the fight for the Environmental Justice Law and the Single-Use Plastic Reduction Act, 
both which aim at ending environmental racism and protecting New Jersey for generations to come.  

Senator McKeon was raised in the Townships of Orange and West Orange, where he graduated from West 
Orange Mountain High School. He is a graduate of Muhlenberg College and Seton Hall University School of 
Law. He currently resides in West Orange with his wife, Ann Mader McKeon, Esq. and has three daughters, 
Lacey, Melissa and Jaclyn and two grandchildren.  

 
  



Assemblywoman Luanne Peterpaul, Esq. 

Luanne Peterpaul, Esq., serves on the Assembly Aging & Human Services and the Assembly Financial 
Institutions and Insurance,  Commerce, Economic Development, and Agriculture Committees. A former 
prosecutor and judge, Peterpaul is honored to represent Monmouth County in the NJ State Assembly. 

As an assemblywoman, Peterpaul has sponsored legislation to improve affordability, education, 
healthcare access, and public safety; and to support veterans rights, small businesses, and people with 
disabilities.  

Born in Newark and a resident of Monmouth County for many years, Peterpaul was elected to the New 
Jersey Assembly in 2023. She is the managing partner of Peterpaul Law in Asbury Park, focusing primarily 
on labor and employment law, general litigation, and training and education. Peterpaul previously served 
as an assistant Essex County prosecutor, where she successfully prosecuted major cases, before being 
appointed as a Municipal Judge for the Cities of Long Branch and Asbury Park from 2018-2022. 

An equal rights advocate, she has dedicated her life’s work to helping marginalized individuals. As the 
former Chair of the Garden State Equality Action Fund, Peterpaul, the first out gay woman to serve in the 
State Assembly, played a critical role in creating and promoting anti-bullying legislation in the state 
legislature. Standing up to bullies and promoting safety are core values for Peterpaul. She sat on the New 
Jersey Commission on Bullying and the New Jersey Anti-Bullying Task Force, and she was instrumental in 
bringing marriage equality to New Jersey. 

Using education as a tool for promoting equality, Peterpaul lectured for the New Jersey Institute of 
Continuing Legal Education, the New Jersey State Bar Association Annual Conference, the American 
Conference on Diversity, the American Bar Association, the New Jersey Judicial College, Rutgers 
University, Kean University, and the Education Law Center. Peterpaul is an active member of the 
American Bar Association, the New Jersey State Bar Association, and the Monmouth County Bar 
Association, as well as a former member of the Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey. 

Peterpaul has received numerous accolades for her work as a lawyer, including being named a top-rated 
attorney by Martindale-Hubbell and the New Jersey Law Journal List as a Diverse Attorneys of the Year in 
2015. Selected as a NJ Super Lawyer, she has served as a legal analyst on various news outlets. 

Peterpaul received her J.D. from Seton Hall School of Law and her bachelor’s from Duquesne University. 
She is committed to supporting the families of children with illness, serving on the Advisory Committee of 
the Unterberg Children’s Hospital of RWJ/Barnabas Hospital at Monmouth Medical Center and on the 
board of the Thomas Peterpaul Foundation. She currently resides in Long Branch with her wife Robin. 

 

  



Assemblywoman Claire S. Swift, Esq. 

Assemblywoman Claire Swift was initially sworn in in January 2022 and again in January 2024 as her 
second term in the NJ State Assembly. Claire currently serves on the Labor and State and Local 
Government Committees.  In her prior term, she served on the Labor, Law and Public Safety and the 
Human Services Committee.  Claire’s legislative focus encompasses crucial areas such as law and public 
safety, helping working families, student loan protection, helping small businesses and skilled labor.   

Claire is also a small-business owner and managing partner at Swift Law Firm, LLC, located in Northfield, 
New Jersey, a business she owns and operates with her brothers.  Her practice supports and defends 
families during the entire legal process throughout Atlantic and Cape May Counties. Previously, Claire 
clerked in Atlantic City for the Honorable Michael Winkelstein, the Assignment Judge for the 
Atlantic/Cape May County Vicinages. Prior to entering private practice, Claire was sworn in as a New 
Jersey Deputy Attorney General and represented the Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS, now 
known as DCPP) in Atlantic County.    

Graduating Atlantic City High School in 1992, Claire went on to receive a Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Pennsylvania in 1996, and her Juris Doctorate (J.D.) from Widener University Law School in 
1999.  In 1994, Claire spent a semester studying abroad at the Business Institute (ICADE) in Madrid, Spain.   

Claire’s dedication to the community extends beyond her legislative duties.  She is a member of the 
Atlantic County Bar Association, New Jersey Board of Bar Examiner Committee on Character and Fitness, 
Atlantic County Board of Realtors, Jewish Federation of Atlantic & Cape May Counties, Katz JCC Early 
Childhood Committee, Stockton’s Woman’s Leadership Council, the Atlantic County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Margate Republican Club and the Atlantic County Federation of Republican Women. 

In 2022, Claire was awarded the Woman of the Year award by the New Jersey State Republican 
Committee.  In 2023, Claire was awarded the Lincoln award by the Atlantic County Federation for 
Republican Woman Committee. 

Claire resides in Margate with her husband, John, and their three children, Jack (14), Anthony (12), and 
Claire (12). Remarkably, she lives on the same street where she grew up, surrounded by the memories of 
her childhood and the support of her late father, a single parent who raised Claire and her seven siblings.   


