
Sittin’ in with the DJs 

Wednesday, May 14, 2024 
1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Join this conversation to get everything you need to know about practicing in 
federal court, with some helpful guidance about the state courts, too. Find out 
what judges want in terms of appropriate preparation and participation in a 
Rule 16 scheduling conference before a Magistrate Judge; how to submit and 
handle discovery disputes; settlement conference dos and don’ts in federal 
court; and what you must know about contacting a judge’s chambers. 



2025 NJSBA Annual Meeting 
Sittin’ in with the DJs 
Wednesday, May 14th  

1:30 – 3 pm in (Central Ballroom CD) 

Program Outline 

Moderator/Speaker:  
Ralph J. Lamparello, Esq., Past NJSBA President 
Panelists:  
Hon. Michael A. Shipp, U.S.D.J. 
Hon. Julien X. Neals, U.S.D.J. 
Hon. Leda Dunn Wettre, U.S.M.J. 
Hon. Peter F. Bariso, Jr., A.J.S.C. (Ret.) 

This is an interactive panel discussion.  

Welcome and Introduction (Ralph Lamparello) 

 “Do’s” and “Don’t’s” 

- Preparing for and participating in a Rule 16 scheduling conference before a Magistrate Judge
- Submitting and approaching discovery disputes before a Magistrate Judge
- Settlement conferences
- Contacting a federal judge’s chambers
- Preparing for and participating in telephonic status conferences before a Magistrate Judge

Best and Worst Practices 

Best Practices:  
- Being on time
- Being appropriately prepared (checked your cites and recent law)
- Being courteous/respectful
- Providing relevant status (e.g. discovery, related cases, issues)
- Checking docket regularly
- Know the Applicable Court Rules
- Submission; Less is More
- Familiarize yourself with Judge’s courtroom procedure/demeanor (i.e. Oral Argument/Trials)
- Review certification/affidavit before submitting to court
- Follow the Rule for courtesy copies in State Court
- Organize Exhibits
- Be courteous. Attorneys are adversaries, not gladiators
- Communicate. Lack of communication results in most of the current pre-trial issues

Worst Practices: 
- Add “Not” before each of the above
- Late without notice or explanation
- Failing to appear without notice or explanation
- Frivolous motion practice or position
- Attempt to “bypass” Magistrate Judge



Special Master/Mediations 

- Special Master Appointment is not an invitation for deforestation.
- Communicate and avoid duplication of material to keep costs down for clients.
- Lack of communication results in most of the current disputes.

Motion Practice 
- The role of the federal magistrate. (Federal Magistrates Act) How are they appointed, how

do they receive assignments, what kinds of cases do they hear, and what are their powers?
(L. Civ. R. 72.1)

- How are motions handled in state courts?
- Complaint

o Conclusory (stating a conclusion w/o supporting facts) statements does not suffice.
o Where is the authorization for “upon information and belief?” (does not a fact make)

- FRCP 12(b)(6) v. R.4:6-2(e) (Twombly / Iqbal)
- FRCP 12(b)(6) v. FRCP 12(c)

Federal Rules v. State Rules 
- Why do we need Local Rules and Chambers Practices? Can’t we all just get along with

the FRCP (Fed. R. Civ. P. 83) like New Jersey Court Rules?
- Amendment of local civil rules (April 23, 2024 Order)
- Federal court — How federal district court judges handle backlogs.
- State Court — Assignment judges receive a list of all motions that have not been decided

in 60 days and also a list of reserved matters that is shared with judicial council.
- Who is to be contacted when a motion hasn't been decided for more than 60 days

o Is it permissible to have ex parte communication with the judge or the law clerk?
o Is it permissible to send the judge a direct letter or email to discuss a back backlog

or a personal reason to adjourn a case?
o Administrative termination
o Entire Controversy Doctrine

Trial Calendars, Trial Calls and Mediation 
- Federal Courts do not have trial calls. When a case is listed, the attorneys must be ready

to try it.
- State Courts - majority use central calendar for Civil. Some counties have individual

calendar for Civil. Family matters are hybrid based on docket type. Generally individual
calendars. Criminal matters are also hybrid individually assigned cases and some
presiding Judges have small central calendars.

- Federal Court — mediation is not mandatory. Judges can send the cases out if they
choose but there is no formal mediation program.

- Mandatory mediation in state court — case types — generally Track 3 & 4.
- Opinion wanted - Does requesting a mediation demonstrate weakness?
- Special Masters
- Motions for Reconsideration



I. United States Courts, Types of Federal Judges
II. United States District Court, District of New Jersey, How do I file a new suit in

Federal Court?
III. Federal Judicial Caseload Statistics
IV. Mediation in the Federal Courts

a. Local Civil Rule 301.1
V. New Jersey District Court Local Rules

a. Judicial preferences
VI. Judicial Independence and the Rule of Law

a. Chief Justice John Roberts Statement – March 18, 2025
b. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson: Attacks on Judges Undermine Democracy,

Warns Justice Jackson – May 1, 2025
c. Courts Must ‘Check the Excesses’ of Congress and the President, Roberts

Says – May 7, 2025
VII. Final Pretrial Order Template - Hon. Julien Xavier Neals, U.S.D.J.
VIII. Rooker Feldman Doctrine – King v. Wells Fargo Bank, No. 1:2018cv11316 (D.N.J.

2018)
IX. Orders Amending Local Rules – District Court of New Jersey
X. Complete Local Rules - District Court of New Jersey
XI. Biographies

a. Ralph J. Lamparello, Esq., Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, PC
b. Hon. Julien Xavier Neals, U.S.D.J.
c. Hon. Michael A. Shipp, U.S.D.J.
d. Hon. Leda Dunn Wettre, U.S.M.J.
e. Hon. Peter F. Bariso, Jr., A.J.S.C. (Ret.)

https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/types-federal-judges
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/court-info/faq/common?page=1
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/court-info/faq/common?page=1
https://www.uscourts.gov/data-news/reports/statistical-reports/federal-judicial-caseload-statistics
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/mediation
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/sites/njd/files/OrderreAmendLocalRule3011.pdf
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/court-info/local-rules-and-orders
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/judicial-preferences
https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/03/chief-justice-rebukes-trumps-call-for-judicial-impeachment/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/03/chief-justice-rebukes-trumps-call-for-judicial-impeachment/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/01/us/politics/supreme-court-justice-jackson.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Fk8.SZPs.IqqU0hmor5_R&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/01/us/politics/supreme-court-justice-jackson.html?unlocked_article_code=1.Fk8.SZPs.IqqU0hmor5_R&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/us/politics/supreme-court-roberts-judicial-independence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/07/us/politics/supreme-court-roberts-judicial-independence.html
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/sites/njd/files/JudgeNealsFinalPretrialOrderTemplate.pdf
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-jersey/njdce/1:2018cv11316/379299/10/
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-jersey/njdce/1:2018cv11316/379299/10/
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/orders-amending-local-rules
https://www.njd.uscourts.gov/sites/njd/files/CompleteLocalRules.pdf
https://www.chasanlaw.com/professionals/Ralph_Lamparello/
https://www.chasanlaw.com/professionals/HonPeter_BarisoJrAJSCRet/


Honorable Michael A. Shipp  
United States District Judge  

District of New Jersey  

Judge Michael A. Shipp was appointed to the federal bench to serve as a United States District 
Court Judge for the District of New Jersey in July 2012. Prior to his elevation to the District Court, 
Judge Shipp served as a United States Magistrate Judge for the District of New Jersey. 

Prior to his appointment to the federal bench, Judge Shipp served in several different capacities in 
both government and private practice. He began his legal career with a clerkship for the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey. Thereafter, he spent eight years with the law firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP. 

In September 2003, he joined the New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety as the Assistant 
Attorney General in-charge-of the State’s Consumer Protection Practice Group. In February 2007, 
Judge Shipp was named Counsel to the Attorney General. 

Judge Shipp is an adjunct professor at Seton Hall University School of Law. He is a graduate of 
Rutgers University and Seton Hall University School of Law. He also received a Master’s degree 
from Duke Law School and an honorary Doctorate of Law degree from Seton Hall University 
School of Law. Outside of the courtroom, Judge Shipp is actively involved in legal education and 
community outreach initiatives. 



Judge Neals 

Judge Julien X. Neals began his legal career in 1991 as a law clerk for the Honorable 
Seymour Margulies, J.S.C., of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Hudson County, Civil 
Division. After completing his clerkship, Mr. Neals joined the Law Firm of Chasan Leyner & 
Lamparello, PC, in Secaucus, New Jersey, where he later became partner. During his 14-
year career at the firm, his practice focused on civil rights, criminal and governmental 
litigation, commercial litigation, municipal litigation, corporate and employment 
discrimination, copyright, and trademark, in both State and Federal Court. 

On June 24, 2021, he was sworn in as a United States District Judge of the United States 
District Court for the District of New Jersey and sits in the Newark Vicinage. 

From 2015 – 2021, he served as County Counsel and Acting County Administrator for 
Bergen County in Hackensack, New Jersey. In these roles, he directed the County’s Law 
Department, was responsible for the preparation of the County's Budget and oversaw the 
County's day-to-day operations. 

From 2010 – 2014, he served as the Business Administrator for the City of Newark. In his 
role as Business Administrator, he was responsible for the preparation of the City's Budget 
and oversaw the City's day-to-day operations and its ten municipal departments. 

From 2008 ¬– 2010, he served as Corporation Counsel for the City of Newark. In his role as 
Corporation Counsel, he managed and oversaw the City's Department of Law and its staff 
of approximately 45 full time attorneys who practice in the following sections: Contracts & 
Legislation, Labor, Civil Litigation, Real Estate, Tax Appeals & Tax Abatements, Workers' 
Compensation and Municipal Prosecutors' Office, and 30 support staff. 

From 2006 – 2008, he served as Chief Judge of the Newark Municipal Court. In his role as 
Chief Judge, he oversaw 11 full-time judges, all day-to-day Court operations and over 100 
support staff. During his sixteen-month tenure as head of the state's largest and busiest 
municipal court, he worked to improve customer service, reduce the Court's case backlog, 
and developed a "Community Court" program, which unified the Court with public and 
private agencies to provide alternatives to prosecution. 

A 1986 graduate of Morehouse College, Atlanta, Georgia, cum laude, he earned his B.A. in 
Communications. In 1991, he received his J.D. from Emory University School of Law, also 
in Atlanta, Georgia.  

 



Hon. Leda Dunn Wettre, U.S.M.J. 
U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey 

  
Leda Dunn Wettre has been a U.S. Magistrate Judge in the U.S. District Court for the 
District of New Jersey, Newark Vicinage, since April 2015. She chairs the Court’s Rules 
Committee and is a judicial advisor to the Local Patent Rules Committee, New Jersey 
Commission on Professionalism, Lawyer’s Advisory Committee, Sedona Conference 
and District Court Historical Society. She is on the Board of Fordham Law School’s 
Alumni Association and organizes an internship program for the Newark Chapter of 
Cristo Rey High School, a tuition-reduced private school for inner-city students. Prior to 
joining the Bench, Judge Wettre was a partner in the Newark litigation firm Robinson, 
Wettre & Miller, LLC, litigating complex cases with emphasis on intellectual property, 
shareholder disputes, class actions, and employment law. Before joining the Robinson 
firm in 1997, Judge Wettre was a federal law clerk to Hon. John F. Keenan in the U.S. 
District Court for the Southern District of New York and a litigation associate at Kramer 
Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP. She was Managing Editor of the Fordham Law Review at 
Fordham Law School, where she received her J.D. in 1993, and was a 1990 cum laude 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania. 
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