
Family Law Bench-Bar Conference 

Family Law Track (Salon C) 

Don’t miss this popular program that brings together practitioners with members of the 
bench to discuss the latest developments in the field.  

 



 

 

5:5-7 Case Management Conferences In Civil Family Actions 

(a) Dissolution Priority and Complex Actions. In civil family actions assigned to the 
priority or complex track, an initial case management conference, which may be by 
telephone, shall be held within 30 days after the expiration of the time for the last 
permissible responsive pleading or as soon thereafter as is practicable considering, 
among other factors, the number of parties, if any, added or impleaded. Following the 
conference, the court shall enter an initial case management order fixing a schedule for 
initial discovery; requiring other parties to be joined, if necessary; narrowing the issues 
in dispute, if possible; and scheduling a second case management conference to be 
held after the close of the initial discovery period. The second case management order 
shall, among its other determinations, fix a firm trial date. 
  

(b) Dissolution Standard and Expedited Cases. In civil family actions assigned to the 
standard or expedited track, a case management conference, which may be by 
telephone, shall be held within 30 days after the expiration of the time for the last 
permissible responsive pleading. The attorneys actually responsible for the prosecution 
and defense of the case shall participate in the case management conference and the 
parties shall be available in person or by telephone. Following the conference, the court 
shall enter a case management order fixing a discovery schedule and a firm trial date. 
Additional case management conferences may be held in the court's discretion and for 
good cause shown on its motion or a party's request. 
  

(c) Non-Dissolution Actions. While non-dissolution actions are presumed to be 
summary and non-complex, at the first hearing following the filing of a non-dissolution 
application, the court, on oral application by a party or an attorney for a party, shall 
determine whether the case should be placed on a complex track. The court, in its 
discretion, also may make such a determination without an application from the parties. 
The complex track shall be reserved for only exceptional cases that cannot be heard in 
a summary matter. The court may assign the case to the complex track based only on a 
specific finding that discovery, expert evaluations, extended trial time or another 
material complexity requires such an assignment. Applications for a complex track 
assignment made after the initial hearing may be considered upon presentation of 
exceptional circumstances. If the court deems a non-dissolution case to be appropriate 
for the complex track at the first hearing, an initial case management conference shall 
be held at that time, and a case management order shall be issued detailing the 
reasons that the case is deemed complex. The court shall enter an order fixing a 
schedule for discovery, narrowing the issues in dispute, appointing experts, ordering 
necessary reports from probation or third parties, scheduling mediation (where 
appropriate), fixing a trial date, scheduling a second case management conference to 
fix a trial date, or addressing any other relief the court may deem appropriate. At the first 
case management conference, the court shall address any pendente lite relief 
requested, identify and schedule any anticipated applications and/or schedule another 
hearing to address any requested relief. At the second case management conference, 



 

 

the court shall fix a trial date, address any stipulations between the parties, address 
anticipated applications, address the completion of discovery or expert or third party 
reports, narrow the issues, schedule mediation and fix the time for the filing of briefs and 
pre-marked documents. 

Note: Adopted as R. 5:5-6 November 5, 1986 to be effective January 1, 1987; full text 
deleted and new paragraphs (a) and (b) adopted January 21, 1999 to be effective April 
5, 1999; redesignated as R. 5:5-7 July 27, 2006 to be effective September 1, 2006; 
paragraphs (a) and (b) captions amended, and new paragraph (c) caption and text 
adopted July 27, 2015 to be effective September 1, 2015. 

R. 5:5-5  Participation In Early Settlement Programs 
 
All vicinages shall establish an Early Settlement Program (ESP), in conjunction with the 
County Bar Associations, and the Presiding Judges, or designee, shall refer appropriate 
cases including post-judgment applications to the program based upon review of the 
pleadings and case information statements submitted by the parties. Parties to cases 
that have been so referred shall participate in the program as scheduled. The failure of 
a party to participate in the program or to provide a case information statement or such 
other required information may result in the assessment of counsel fees and/or 
dismissal of the non-cooperating party's pleadings. Not later than five days prior to the 
scheduled panel session, each party shall be required to provide a submission to the 
ESP coordinator in the county of venue, with a copy to the designated panelists, if 
known. 

 
Note: Source-R. (1969) 4:79-4. Adopted December 20, 1983, to be effective December 
31, 1983; amended January 10, 1984, to be effective April 1, 1984; amended November 
1, 1985 to be effective January 2, 1986; amended November 5, 1986 to be effective 
January 1, 1987; amended July 28, 2004 to be effective September 1, 2004. 

 



NOTICE TO THE BAR 

 

FAMILY:  (1) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO DISSOLUTION (FM) CASE 

MANAGEMENT ORDER (RULES APPENDIX X); (2) REQUEST FOR COMMENT ON 

PROPOSED REMOVAL OF ORDER AS A RULES APPENDIX  

 

 

Part 1:  Technical Amendments to FM Case Management Order (CN 10484) 

 

This notice promulgates technical amendments to the Dissolution (FM) 

Case Management Order (CMO) form (CN 10484), included in the Rules of 

Court as Appendix X, to be effective September 1, 2024.  As shown in the 

attachment, these amendments align the CMO with applicable Rules of Court 

regarding discovery and support the collection of attorney and litigant email 

address information.  

 

Questions concerning these technical amendments should be directed to 

the AOC Family Practice Division at (609) 815-2900 x55350. 

 

 

Part 2:  Proposal to Remove FM Case Management Order as a Rules Appendix 

 

The Supreme Court invites written comments on the recommendation to 

remove the FM Case Management Order, now included in the Rules of Court 

as Appendix X, as a Rules Appendix (as has been done with certain other 

Family forms over the past few rules cycles).  Removing this form from the 

Court Rules would simplify the process for future amendments. 

   

Please send any comments on the proposal in writing by Friday, July 12, 

2024 to: 

 

Acting Administrative Director Glenn A. Grant 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

Attn:  Dissolution CMO – Removal as a Rules Appendix 

Hughes Justice Complex; P.O. Box 037 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0037 

 

Comments and recommendations may also be submitted by e-mail to the 

following address: Comments.Mailbox@njcourts.gov.  

mailto:Comments.Mailbox@njcourts.gov


 

The Supreme Court will not consider comments submitted anonymously. 

Thus, those submitting comments by mail should include their name and 

address, and those submitting comments by email should include their name 

and e-mail address.  Comments are subject to disclosure upon receipt. 

 

 

     /s/ Glenn A. Grant 

____________________________________ 

Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D.    

Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 

 

Dated: June 12, 2024 
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 Superior Court of New Jersey  

 Chancery Division - Family Part 

 County of      

                                                             Docket Number: FM-              

Plaintiff, 

Civil Action 

Dissolution (FM) 

Case Management Order 

 

v. 

                                                             

Defendant, 

 

 

   

This matter being opened to the Court on                          , 20      , 

☐ (a) during a case management conference before:                                                                                       

☐ (b) during a remote case management conference with: 

                                                                                                                                                        

☐ (c) by consent of both attorneys 

Plaintiff being represented by                                                             , of the firm of  

                                                                                                                    , and the Defendant being represented by 

                                                                 , of the firm of 

                                                                                                                    , 

and good cause existing for entry of this Order, 

IT IS hereby ORDERED that the above titled matter is assigned to the following track. (If custody is in issue the 

case shall be placed on the Priority Track.) 

☐ A. EXPEDITED TRACK (Discovery shall not exceed 90 days) 

☐ B. STANDARD TRACK (Discovery shall not exceed 120 days) 

☐ C. PRIORITY TRACK (Discovery to be set at first Case Management Conference) 

☐ D. COMPLEX TRACK (Discovery to be set at first Case Management Conference) 

IT FURTHER APPEARING that on the issue of Custody and Parenting Time: 

☐ There are no children.  ☐ The children are emancipated. 

☐ DV Order in effect.  

☐ Custody is an issue.  ☐  Custody not in issue. 

☐ All issues relating to Custody and Parenting Time have been resolved pursuant to the Custody/Parenting Time 

stipulation attached hereto. 

☐ The matter is referred to Custody/Parenting Time mediation. 

☐ The Custody/Parenting Time Plan, required pursuant to R. 5:8-5 is attached hereto or will be submitted by  

                                                            . 
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IT FURTHER APPEARING that the following issues are in dispute: 

☐ Child Support ☐ Counsel Fees 

 ☐ Cause of Action 

☐ Alimony ☐ Medical Insurance 

 ☐ Other Issues:                           

☐ Equitable Distribution ☐ Life Insurance 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the following be furnished no later than the dates indicated: 

Case Information Statement (CIS) filed? Plaintiff (☐ Yes  /☐ No)  Defendant (☐ Yes  / ☐ No) 

CIS to be filed by ☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both  by                          , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall submit Interrogatories by  

                         , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall answer Interrogatories by                          , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall submit Notice(s) to Produce by                         , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall respond to Notice(s) to Produce by                         , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall serve Requests for Admissions by                         , 20       

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall respond to Requests for Admissions by                         , 20       

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both  shall complete Depositions by                          , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both   shall produce proof of bank account balances, pensions, or other records, 

such as:                                                                                                 by                          , 20      , 

☐ Plaintiff  /☐ Defendant  /☐ Both  shall also: 

                                                                                                                                                               , 

  Date  Joint or Court 

Appointed Expert 

Plaintiff 

Expert 

Defendant 

Expert 

Cost Paid 

by (H/W) 

Real estate appraisals to be completed by         ☐ ☐ ☐         

Personal property appraisals to be 

completed by         ☐ ☐ ☐         

Business appraisals to be completed by         ☐ ☐ ☐         

Pension appraisals to be completed by         ☐ ☐ ☐         
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Other (expert reports or related issues): 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this matter shall be scheduled before the Early Settlement Panel on  

                         , 20      , at                                                 . 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a second Case Management Conference has been scheduled on  

                         , 20      , at                                                 , before                                                             . 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that all motions, emergent applications, plenary hearings, and the ultimate trial of 

this matter, if necessary, shall be handled by Judge                                                             . All future 

correspondence to the Court shall be forwarded to the Judge assigned. The attorney appearing in Priority or 

Complex Track cases should be familiar with and have full authority to participate in the case. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Trial Date:                           ☐  Trial Date to Be Determined 

   

  

                                                             , J.S.C. 

We hereby consent to the form and entry 

of the within Order.  

                                                                                                                          

Attorney for Plaintiff Attorney for Defendant 

Attorney Address:                           Attorney Address:                           

                                                      

Phone:                           Fax:                           Phone:                           Fax:                           

Email:  Email:  
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Important 

DO NOT provide any undisclosed/confidential information below if a  

Domestic Violence Restraining Order is in effect. 

Plaintiff:  Defendant:  

Address:  Address:  

    

Phone:  Fax:  Phone:  Fax:  

Email: _______________________________   Email: __________________________________ 



    

 
 

 

  Administrative Office of the Courts 

GLENN A. GRANT, J.A.D. 
Acting Administrative Director of the Courts 

Richard J. Hughes Justice Complex • P.O. Box 037 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0037 njcourts.gov • Tel: 609-376-3000 • Fax: 609-376-3002  

 

To: Assignment Judges 

 Trial Court Administrators 

 

From: Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D. 

 

Subject: Family – Revised Non-Dissolution (FD) Complex Track Case 

Management Order (CN 12092) 

 

Date: October 8, 2024 

 

 

This Supplement to Directive #20-19 revises the Non-Dissolution (FD) 

Complex Track Case Management Order (CN 12092).  The Supreme Court Special 

Committee on the Non-Dissolution (FD) Docket recommended several 

amendments to the Order, as detailed on pages 8-9 of the Special Committee’s 

September 2022 report.  As announced in an August 9, 2023 notice, the Supreme 

Court approved this recommendation.   

   

The attached revised FD Complex Track Case Management Order 

supersedes the version of the order issued by Directive #20-19.  The remainder of 

the directive remains unchanged.  Amendments to the order include the addition of 

the following: 

 

(1) description of the event prompting the entry of the order;  

(2) reasons why the court considers the case to be complex;  

(3) additional discovery options; 

(4) option to appoint a guardian ad litem for the child, if necessary; and 

(5) option to appoint an attorney for the child, if necessary. 

 

The revised order improves opportunities for the parties to present, and the 

court to hear, evidence necessary for the court to conduct a plenary hearing.  This 

improves access to justice and fairness, particularly for self-represented litigants, 

who constitute a substantial portion of filers in the FD docket.  The amendments 

 Supplement to Directive #20-19 
Questions may be directed to 609-815-

2900, ext. 55350. 

 

ml ADA 
Americans with 
Disabilities Act 

ENSURING 
AN OPEN DOOR TO 

JUSTICE rm 

https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2022/09/n221004d.pdf?cb=3c08230f
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2023/08/n230810a.pdf?cb=87cf53f1
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/notices/2019/09/n190910b.pdf
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Family – Revised Non-Dissolution (FD) Complex Track Case Management Order (CN 12092) 
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are intended to ensure that all participants, regardless of whether or not they have 

legal representation, are afforded the same trial preparation and discovery 

opportunities.    

The revised order is posted online at njcourts.gov.  

 
cc:  Chief Justice Stuart Rabner 

Family Presiding Judges 

Steven D. Bonville, Chief of Staff 

AOC Directors and Assistant Directors 

Clerks of Court 

Special Assistants to the Administrative Director 

Family Division Managers and Assistant Division Managers 

Nancy L. Manuele, Chief, AOC, Family Practice Division 

https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12092_complex_case_mgmt_order.pdf


SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

It is ORDERED that, as shown in the attached, the Family Case Management 

Order (R. 5 :5-7) form, which presently is included in the Rules Governing the Courts 

of the State of New Jersey ("Rules of Court") as Appendix X, is deleted as an 

appendix to the Rules of Com1 effective December 1, 2024. 

For the Court, 

~7 s:o.,.___,.___ 

Chief Justice 

Dated: November 12, 2024 



[Appendix X-Form of Case Management Order - Rule 5:5-7 (deleted)] 

Note: Form adopted as Appendix X January 1, 1987; amended July 13, 1994, 

effective September 1, 1994; amended July 16, 2009, effective September 1, 2008; 

amended June 12, 2024, effective September 1, 2024; deleted November 12, 2024 

to be effective December 1, 2024. 



Christine C. Fitzgerald, Esq. 

 

Christine C. Fitzgerald, Esq. 
Partner 

Northern New Jersey Office 
(908) 324-5400 
cfitzgerald@seidenfreed.com 

Contact Christine 

Christine C. Fitzgerald is a Partner at SeidenFreed, LLC. She is certified as a Matrimonial 
Law Attorney by the Supreme Court of New Jersey and is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML). Practicing family law since 2007, Christine is 
admitted to practice in New Jersey, New York, and before the Supreme Court of the United 
States and U.S. District Court of New Jersey. 

After graduating from Seton Hall University and receiving her Juris Doctorate from New York 
Law School, Christine served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Thomas P. Zampino, 
J.S.C. (retired) of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division-Family Part, in Essex 
County. Immediately following her clerkship, Christine entered private practice, further 
honing her experience and legal skills at several prominent family law firms in Bergen, 
Hudson and Morris counties before joining Seiden Family Law, LLC, now SeidenFreed LLC. 

Throughout her legal career, Christine has earned recognition and accolades for her 
superior skills and determination. Christine has been included in the list of New Jersey 

tel:9083245400
mailto:cfitzgerald@seidenfreed.com


Super Lawyers from 2022 to 2025. She was included as a New Jersey “Rising Star” by Super 
Lawyers from 2012 to 2020. Most recently, Christine has been included as a “Best Lawyer” 
by Best Lawyers in America from 2021 to 2024. The Super Lawyers List is issued by 
Thompson Reuters. A description of the selection methodology can be found here. 
Visit here for the selection methodology for Best Lawyers. No aspect of this advertisement 
has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey. 

In 2019, Christine was honored as the 2018 Family Lawyer of the Year by the Hudson 
County Bar Association and Foundation. The New Jersey State Bar Association (“NJSBA”) 
has recognized her efforts by awarding her a Distinguished Legislative Service Award in 
2023 and 2024. 

Demonstrating her commitment to the field of family law, Christine serves as an active 
member of the legal community of New Jersey. Since 2011, she has been a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Family Law Section (“FLEC”) of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association, where she currently serves as Vice Chair. Previously, Christine served as the 
Co-Chair of FLEC’s Legislative Committee, Chair of FLEC’s Elective Share Subcommittee, 
and Co-Chair of the Young Lawyer’s Subcommittee. In addition to being involved with many 
of FLEC’s subcommittees and task forces, she is the current President-Elect of the Hudson 
County Bar Association and a member of its Judicial and Prosecutorial Appointments 
Committee. Christine was also a former Chair of the Supreme Court of New Jersey’s 
District VI Ethics Committee, a former member of the Board of Managers for the New Jersey 
Chapter of AAML, and a former member of the General Council of the NJSBA. Christine is 
an Early Settlement Panelist for Bergen County. Christine was appointed by the President 
of the New Jersey State Bar Association to serve on the Ethics Diversionary Program 
Committee, Amicus Committee, and the Putting Lawyers First Task Force. 

Continuing to build upon her experience and knowledge, in 2014, Christine graduated from 
the Family Law Trial Advocacy Program, a specialized matrimonial litigation training given 
by the American Bar Association’s Section of Family Law and the National Institute of Trial 
Advocacy (NITA). 

Christine’s knowledge of family law has earned her frequent invitations to lecture at, 
moderate and present seminars by such organizations as the New Jersey Institute of 
Continuing Legal Education, the Hudson County Bar Association, and the New Jersey State 
Bar Association and at notable seminars such as the Annual Hot Tips in Family Law, the 
Family Law Symposium, the Annual Family Law Retreat, NJSBA Mid-Year Meeting and the 
NJSBA Annual Meeting and Convention. Christine has also written numerous scholarly 
articles that have been featured in professional publications, most notably New Jersey 
Family Lawyer and the New Jersey Lawyer. 

https://www.superlawyers.com/about/selection_process_detail.html
https://www.bestlawyers.com/methodology


Christine combines her extensive experience in complex family law cases with her natural 
passion and empathy to help her clients navigate the legal process. Christine resides in 
Essex County with her husband, who is also a family law attorney, and son. 

 







Honorable Daniel H. Brown, JSC is a Superior Court Judge, Middlesex County, Family Part, 
and sits in New Brunswick, New Jersey.  

Prior to his appointment to the bench Judge Brown was Certified as a Matrimonial Law 
Attorney by the Supreme Court of New Jersey, and was a Partner in Paone, Zaleski, Brown 
and Murray, where he concentrated his practice in family law, child custody, divorce and 
domestic violence.  He served on the Early Settlement Panel of the Family Court of 
Middlesex County and is Past Chair of the Legislative Committee of the Middlesex County 
Bar Association.  He has been a moderator and lecturer at several continuing legal 
education conferences. 

Judge Brown received his B.A. from Rutgers College and his J.D. from Seton Hall University 
Law School.  He was Law Clerk to the Honorable Vincent LeBlon, J.S.C., Family Court, 
Middlesex County. 
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Jeyanthi C. Rajaraman 
 

Member of New Jersey Bar  507 South Euclid Avenue j.rajaraman@gmail.com 
Member of U.S. District Court Westfield, NJ 07090 (732) 598-9766 

 

EDUCATION: 

Seton Hall University School of Law   Newark, NJ 
Juris Doctor, May 2004/ Member of Lambda Law Alliance 

 

Mount Holyoke College   South Hadley, MA 
Bachelor of Arts, May 2001/ Political Science and Economics 
 

London School of Economics London, England 
September 1999- July 2000/ Junior Year Study Abroad Program 

 

 

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS:  

Argued before the New Jersey Supreme Court in In Re D.C . and co-authored and argued several LSNJ’s  
amicus briefs, most recently in DCF v. S.C . (2020); Division of Youth and Family Services v.   K.N. 
(2015);  J.E.V. V. K.V. (2016) & DCF V. S.C. (2021) 

Published Author for the 4th edition of the Child Welfare Law and Practice National Association of Counsel for 
Children Red Book  

Editor for the Family Integrity & Justice Works Quarterly  

Presented at the ABA National Parent Attorneys Conferences, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2021. 

Presented at the LGBT Family Law Institute  

Published Articles for the ABA Child Practice Publication  

Member of the Family Law Executive Committee of New Jersey State American Bar Association 

Member of the ABA National Alliance for Parent Representation  

Member of South Asian Bar Association of New Jersey  

Member of Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association of New Jersey  

Appointed to Supreme Court Family Practice Committee 2010-2021 

Appointed to New Jersey State Bar Diversity Committee 2021 

Appointed to New Jersey State Bar Mental Health Task Force 2023 

Appointed to Co-Chair of Diversity Community Outreach Subcommittee 2023  

Initiated and organized the Annual New Jersey Family Reunification Day Event beginning 2010  
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EXPERIENCE:  

 

May. 23   American Bar Association, Center on Children and the Law 

to Date    Associate Director, Litigation Projects  

   

• Directing the national initiatives to improve legal representation for families within the child welfare system 
specifically through the Family Justice Initiative and National Alliance for Parent Representation. Managing 
legal representation projects by integrating anti-racist and anti-poverty policies within family and child 
welfare courts nationally. Developing lead components of the ABA’s work focused on youth, parent 
representation as well as tribal representation. Facilitating several change efforts within communities with 
specific onsite legal and social service technical assistance developed my lived expertise and impacted 
individuals.  

 
 

Jan. 21       Family Integrity Works -Public Knowledge, National Organization   
to May. 23   Attorney and Management Consultant  

• Provided consultation, onsite supervision nationally and management for the Family Integrity & Justice 
Works at Public Knowledge® Organization. The mission was to drive a national effort to advance bold 
child welfare replacement strategies through public engagement, coalition building, advocacy, and direct 
technical assistance. The work focused on solidifying a replacement for the current child welfare system.  

 

Jan.07- 

to 

Dec. 21  

 

Legal Services of New Jersey, Edison, NJ 

Chief Counsel  

• Supervised the statewide Family Representation Project (FRP) at Legal Services of New Jersey. 
Legal Services of New Jersey (LSNJ) is the coordinating office for the statewide system of Legal 
Services programs, which provide essential legal aid in civil matters to low-income people. The FRP 
provides parents, relatives and youth in child abuse or neglect and termination of parental rights 
litigation with brief services and representation in child welfare matters for more than 40 years. 
Participate in several child welfare committees, including the statewide Children in Court 
Committee and the Supreme Court Family Practice Committee, in both the Dissolution and 
Juvenile/Children in Court subcommittees. Provided education and trainings on abuse and or 
neglect areas of law at state and national conferences. Participated as a steering committee member 
of the American Bar Association Parents Representation Section. Represented clients in other 
various family type litigation including divorces, parenting time and custody matters. Authored and 
argued before the Appellant Division and Administrative Law Division on child welfare issues, 
including administrative appeals of child abuse registry findings. Co-authored several Supreme 
Court and Appellate Amicus briefs.  

 
  

Jan.2021- 

to date 

  Seton Hall Law School, Newark, NJ  

   Adjunct Professor  

• Teaches students Appellate Advocacy through in person and remote class sessions. Provides 
students with a course designed to build their learning on legal research, analysis and writing skills. 
Assists students with their brief writing assignments and oral argument skills.  

 

Legal Services of New Jersey Edison, NJ 

Chief Counsel  

• Supervise the statewide Family Representation Project (FRP) at Legal Services of New Jersey. Legal Services of  
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 Sept.05- 

Jan.07 
Office of the Public Defender-Office of Parental Representation, Newark, NJ  
Assistant Deputy Public Defender  

• Provided legal representation to parents in cases of alleged neglect or abuse of a child filed 
by the New Jersey Division of Child Protection and Permanency (formerly known as 
DYFS) in Family Court. Provide legal representation to parents in “guardianship" trials, 
where the Division is seeking to terminate a parent's right to custody of or contact with a 
child. Participated in administrative appeals on behalf of parents before the Office of 
Administrative Law.  

 

Sept.04- 

Sept.05 

Superior Court of New Jersey, Newark, NJ         
Law Clerk to the Honorable Patricia K. Costello. A.J.S.C.  

• Researched, analyzed and drafted weekly memos on varying legal topics to assist in the resolution 
of administrative, civil, family and criminal matters pending before the Court. Participated in a 
civil, family and special civil mediation program. 

 

Summer 

2003- 

Spring 

2004 

Legal Services of New Jersey, Edison, NJ 
Law Clerk  

• Assisted attorneys in national and state legal research, drafted legal documents and operated 
telephone intake on their statewide hotline.  Researched nationwide minimum wage policies and 
how they varied from New Jersey policies.  Participated in various areas of law; family, 
immigration, public housing, welfare policy and employment law.      

 

 

 

 

Summer 

2003 

 
 

South Brooklyn Legal Services HIV Unit, Brooklyn, NY  
Law Clerk 

• Assisted attorneys in representing indigent clients in child welfare, immigration, SSI/SSD, 
housing and family cases. Conducted client interviews, researched legal issues, drafted court 
briefs and motions, engaged in administrative advocacy on behalf of clients.  

 

Summer 

2002 

Superior Court of New Jersey,  Newark, NJ         
Law Clerk to the Honorable Donald Volkert P.J.S.C. 

• Researched, analyzed, and drafted opinions to assist Judge Volkert in Family Court proceedings. 
 

Summer 

2002 

New Jersey Environmental Federation, Montclair, NJ 
Membership Campaign Coordinator 

• Designed and instituted a comprehensive membership communication program in order to 
enhance member involvement in NJEF’s projects. 
 

Summer 

2001 

Center for Responsive Politics, Washington, DC 
Intern                                         

• Assisted in researching money in politics for journalists, public interest groups, educators, 
activists and other researchers; and analyzed and distributed information as part of the long-
term Open Secrets research project. 

     

 

 

 

Languages: Tamil Speaking  



 Judge Tara Schillari Rich is a graduate of The Catholic University of America in 

Washington, D.C. and Seton Hall University School of Law.  After law school, she clerked for 

the Honorable Thomas N. Lyons, J.S.C. in the Family Division in Union County, NJ.  

Immediately following her judicial clerkship, she joined Shapiro & Croland (n/k/a Shapiro, 

Croland, Reiser, Apfel & DiIorio, LLP) where she practiced matrimonial law until her elevation 

to the bench - becoming a partner in 2006 and an equity partner in 2010.  Judge Schillari Rich 

sits in the Family Division in Hudson County where she initially heard FD, FV and FM dockets,  

and currently she is hearing the FM docket and conducts Intensive Settlement Conferences for 

the FM Docket.  She also serves on the Supreme Court Family Practice Committee. 
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