
New Jersey Child Welfare Law: An Essential Primer 

Family Law Track (Studio 2) 

This panel will offer attendees a thorough overview of the issues involved in litigating child 
welfare cases in New Jersey. It will cover essential legal information that practitioners need 
to know during the pre-litigation phase, trial phase, and potential crossover issues affecting 
case outcomes. The panel, comprising attorneys from the Office of Parental 
Representation, Office of the Law Guardian, and Office of the Attorney General, will provide 
practice tips and considerations from the initial filing of the complaint through case 
closure.  
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Introduction to Child Welfare Law: An  
Essential Primer
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Deputy Attorney  
General

• Represent the Division of Child  
Protetion and Permanency  
(“DCPP”)

• Plaintiff in DCPP Matters

• File Matters in Family Court

• Request Custody and/or Care and  
Supervision ofMinors

• Bound by Statutory Requirements  
to file for applications of custody  
and guardianship

• Supervise“at risk” families out of  
litigation followingreferrals
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Office of theLaw  
Guardian

• Division of the Office of Public  
Defender

• Law Guardian represents minors and  
youth involved with the DCPP

• Appointed by the Family Court

• Independent representation for each  
child as needed

• Client-Centered Approachto  
Representation
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Office ofParental  
Representation

• Division of the Office of Public  
Defender

• Appointed by the Family Court

• Defendant in DCPP Matters

• Provide representation to parents and  
guardians with free legal  
representation

• Defense Directed Litigation

• Provide Representation at the pre-
litigation, permanency, and  
guardianship phases

• Provide representation in Superior  
Court, Appellate Matters, andOffice  
of theAdministrative Law
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Timeline of A Child Welfare Case

Pre-Litigation Permanency
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Pre-Litigation

Care and Supervision  
Cases

Orders to  
Investigate

Care, Custody,and  
Supervision
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Compliance Review  
Issues

• Establish Rapport with Client and Service  
Providers

• Know your Judge and County Culture

• Contact Service Providers become Familiar  
with Community Contacts

• Discussion with Opposing Counsel wherever  
possible

• Become familiarized with the Case File

• Develop a plan of action



8

Hot Topic #1: FD/FMCrossover

Court and County  
Specific

Familiarize  
yourself with  
applicable  
caselaw

Law Guardian  
may appear as an  
interested party

Custody  
Hearings
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Client’s Interests must be protected
/Decision to Consent to Services

Communicate withCriminal  
Attorney /JuvenileAttorney

For Minors- FJ/FN Crossover

Stipulations/No Contests/Fact-
Finding Hearings and Implications
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Permanency Hearings

ASFATimelines

Is an ExtensionAvailable  

Client DrivenPlanning

Evaluations for Determination of Best Plan and Transition Planning  

In-Camera Interviews and Implications
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Thank You !



Bios for Intro to Child Welfare Law Panel 

 

William Harvey, Esq.  

Deputy Attorney General William Harvey is the Section Chief in the Division of Children and Families-

South practice group of the Division of Law. DAG Harvey joined the Division of Law in 2013 and has 

handled all aspects of child welfare litigation in both state and federal courts on both sides of the 

aisle. Prior to joining DOL, DAG Harvey was in private practice in a number of firms, including his own 

where he practiced personal injury, commercial litigation, and real estate matters.  He is received a JD 

from New York Law School and a BA from Montclair State University. 

Israel Segarra, Esq.  

Israel Segarra, Jr. is a Deputy Public Defender with the Office of Parental Representation, Central 

Region in North Brunswick.  Mr. Segarra attended Rutgers University in New Brunswick until 2003, 

when he obtained a Bachelor of Sciences with a Major in Political Science and a Minor in Psychology.  

After graduating from Rutgers in 2003, Mr. Segarra attended Syracuse University where he obtained 

his Juris Doctor in 2006.  Mr. Segarra was hired at OPR in August of 2007 and was assigned to Passaic 

County.  He defended indigent defendant parents in both abuse and neglect matters and termination 

of parental rights matters and has been involved in successfully reunifying numerous families.  

Although continuing to represent parents, in 2021, Israel became the First Assistant Deputy Public 

Defender in the Northern Region of OPR, assisting in overseeing staff in Essex, Union, and Passaic 

County.  He continued in that role until 2023 when he became the Managing Attorney in the Central 

Region of OPR, overseeing Middlesex and Monmouth County.  He also is appointed as the OPR 

Representative on the Supreme Court Family Practice Committee and to the Statewide RELT (Race 

Equity Leadership Team) for the Central Region.        

Steph Kozic, Esq.  

Steph Kozic, an assistant deputy public defender with the Camden County Office of the Law Guardian 

represents minors whose parents or guardians are involved in litigation with the Division of Child 

Protection and Permanency.  Prior to joining the Office of the Law Guardian, he was a deputy attorney 

general within the Division of Law and a post-doctoral fellow at New York University School of Law, 

Clemency Resource Center. 

Rachel Rosenblum, Esq.  

Rachel Rosenblum is an Assistant Deputy Public Defender with the Office of Parental Representation, 

Central Region, Monmouth County. Ms. Rosenblum graduated from Quinnipiac University in Hamden, 

Connecticut with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. She attended the Elisabeth Haub School of Law at 

Pace University in White Plains, New York. Directly after graduating law school, Ms. Rosenblum began 

a clerkship with the Honorable Lawrence M. Maron, J.S.C., in Passaic County, Family Division, where 

she assisted with matrimonial-related matters. Following her clerkship, she worked in private 

practice, with a focus on family law. In 2023, Ms. Rosenblum began her current role with the Office of 

Parental Representation, where she solely represents parents in abuse and neglect matters.   


