Smart on Crime NJ: Justice Reform and Public Safety in 2025 and Beyond
Criminal Litigation Track (Aqua)

New Jersey has long been a national leader in smart and data-driven justice reform that
protects the public, our Constitutional rights, and ensures fairness. New Jersey is
considering changes that affect attorneys, including pretrial, sentencing, mandatory
minimumes, and parole reform. Much of this work has been led by the New Jersey Criminal
Sentencing and Disposition Commission, with input from law enforcement leaders, and
national and state advocates. Join a panel of experts to discuss the specific pending justice
reform initiatives, and what is possible in 2025.
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Speakers:
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3:15p.m.-3:30p.m. - Introduce panel and Broad overview of how we got here. What is
on horizon. Timothy F. McGoughran & John Koufos

3:30 p.m.- 3:45p.m. - History of Bail reform. Christopher S. Porrino

3:45 p.m.- 4:00p.m. - Prosecutor Perspective. William E. Reynolds
4:00p.m. to 4:15 p.m.- Defense perspective. Jennifer N. Sellitti

4:15p.m. to 4:20 p.m.- Legislative Perspective. Senator Michael L. Testa, Jr
4:20p.m.-4:35p.m.- AOC Perspective. Hon. Michael J. Blee, J.A.D.

4:35p.m. - 4:45p.m.- Policy Perspective- John Koufos

Questions.

All panelists



Welcome to the Criminal Justice Reform Information Center. Here you will find information
related to the efforts of the Judiciary and its criminal justice reform partners in state, county
and municipal government to implement bail and speedy trial reform and to form a pretrial
services unit.

OnlJan. 1, 2017, the state shifted from a system that relies principally on setting monetary
bail as a condition of release to a risk-based system that is more objective, and thus fairer
to defendants because it is unrelated to their ability to pay monetary bail. The statute also
sets deadlines for the timely filing of an indictment and the disposition of criminal charges
for incarcerated defendants.
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New Jersey's criminal justice system is undergoing a major reform. New rules are based
on a voter-approved constitutional amendment. It includes reforms to the bail system and
a new speedy trial law, which sets time frames for criminal cases. The new criminal
justice system fundamentally changes how defendants, and their cases, are processed in
courts.

Chief Justice Stuart Rabner writes that new bail system puts New Jersey at the forefront of
fairness. Under the new risk-based system, access to money will no longer determine
pretrial detainment. Defendants with a serious risk of danger or flight can be detained
pending trial. Low-risk defendants who can’t afford bail will be released. Pretrial services
officers will monitor those defendants based on the conditions of their release. The reform
addresses real consequences for poor defendants — often members of minority groups -
who pose little risk.

The changes reflect a commitment to delivering quality justice. A real-world case

study from Chief Justice Rabner showcases the impact of bail rules on case outcomes. "In
the end, Mallon's inability to post a modest amount of bail likely affected the outcome of
his case as much as the weight of the evidence against him."


https://www.njcourts.gov/public/concerns/criminal-justice-reform#toc-highlights
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/concerns/criminal-justice-reform#toc-publications
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/concerns/criminal-justice-reform#toc-reports
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/concerns/criminal-justice-reform#toc-news-articles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKkquuM3-Ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcnRHcs-dIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KcnRHcs-dIQ
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/starledgercolumn.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/starledgercolumn.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/cjrfairness.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/cjrfairness.pdf

Join Judge Glenn A. Grant as he discusses issues of pretrial detainment, bail, and more.
He covers improvements to "make communities safer, neighborhoods more secure, and
promote civil liberties."

Publications

The Public Safety Assessment (PSA) helps courts and judges determine the risk
associated with releasing a defendant pretrial. The assessment was developed by the
Laura and John Arnold Foundation (LJAF). The PSA uses nine risk factors to assess the risk
of new criminal activity (NCA), including new violent criminal activity (NVCA), and failure to
appear (FTA) pending case disposition.

There are many considerations in the Pretrial Release Recommendation Decision
Making Framework. Learn how to process works for identifying the pretrial
release/detention recommendations that are made to the judge in criminal and municipal
cases.

Learn more about new changes with the Criminal Justice Reform Brochure. OnJan. 1,
2017, the state to a risk-based system that is more objective and promotes public safety. It
is fairer to defendants because it is unrelated to their ability to pay monetary bail. The new
law also sets deadlines for the timely filing of an indictment and the disposition of criminal
charges for incarcerated defendants.

The Criminal Justice Reform Myth v. Fact Brochure breaks down some of the common
misconceptions about the reforms. For example:

e Myth-Dangerous criminals are being released to the community without
supervision until trial.

¢ Fact- Before criminal justice reform, a judge was obligated to set bail in most
cases. A dangerous defendant with money could post bail and be released. Now,
prosecutors for the first time have the opportunity to convince a judge that a
defendant poses a significant risk to the community and should be held in jail with
no chance for pretrial release.

Criminal Justice Reform represents a fundamental change in how defendants and their
cases are processed in the New Jersey courts. On Jan. 1, 2017, the state moved from a
system that relied principally on setting monetary bail as a condition of release to a risk-
based system that is more objective, promotes public safety and is fairer to defendants
because itis unrelated to their ability to pay monetary bail.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm3-J5yePmc
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/psariskfactor.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/decmakframwork.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/decmakframwork.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12058_cjr_faq_brochure.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12132_cjr_mythvsfact_brochure.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12221_cjr_stepbystep.pdf

Get more information on the new rules with the Criminal Justice Reform Infographic. The

new criminal justice system is fairer to poor people and to those who cannot afford to pay

money bail, have not committed serious offenses and are not a threat to public safety.

Reports

Report of the Reconvened Joint Committee on Criminal Justice - June 7, 2023

Graves Act Analysis — March 4, 2022

Criminal Justice Reform Statistics: Jan. 1 —Dec. 31, 2024

Criminal Justice Reform Statistics: Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2023

Criminal Justice Reform Statistics: Jan. 1 - Dec 31, 2022

Date Title Publication
February 2023 |On bail reform, even lawmakers agree: Rabner knows best | Editorial Star-Ledger Editorial Boarc
September 2022|Legal experts: Data shows that New Jersey’s bail reform works | Opinion|Star-Ledger Guest Columr
March 2022 NJ had one of largest prison population drops in the U.S., study finds Gothamist
November 2021 [Bail Reform Is Working Law Journal Editorial Boar
Bail reform pays dividends as number of low-risk defendants jailed pre- .
October 2021 . ] New Jersey Monitor
trial drops again
Commentary: Illinois bail reformers: New Jersey's model works, plain . .
February 2020 . Chicago Tribune
and simple
December 2019 [NJ now a leader in showing that bail reform works as expected Press of Atlantic City
New Jersey bail and discovery reforms sharply cut jail population .
November 2019 | . . . . New York Daily News
without increase in violent crime
April 2019 Editorial: Bail reform law continues to show its effectiveness northjersey.com
April 2019 Did NJ bail reform cause a surge in crime? Court analysis says no northjersey.com
August 2018 Episode 783: New Jersey Bails Out NPR
May 2018 NJ criminal justice system becoming more just: Rabner Asbury Park Press
November 2017 [Most States Given Lousy Pretrial Justice Grades News Editor



https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/forms/12136_cjr_infographic_postcard.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/criminal-justice-reform/reconvenedcommreport.pdf
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https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/criminal-justice-reform/cjr122024.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/criminal-justice-reform/cjrreport2023.pdf
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https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/bail-reform-pays-dividends.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/bail-reform-pays-dividends.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/illinois-bail-reformers-jersey-model-works.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/illinois-bail-reformers-jersey-model-works.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/pressofaccjreditorial2019.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/jersey-bail-and-discovery-reforms.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/jersey-bail-and-discovery-reforms.pdf
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/recordcjreditorial2019.pdf
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/new-jersey/2019/04/02/nj-bail-reform-no-crime-surge-pretrial-release/3336423002/
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/npr-njbailsout.pdf
https://www.app.com/story/opinion/columnists/2018/05/02/nj-criminal-justice-reform/573422002/
https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/routefiftycjr2017.pdf
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June 2017 New Jersey’s leadership on bail reform a shining, bipartisan success Press of Atlantic City
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https://www.njcourts.gov/sites/default/files/courts/criminal/criminal-justice-reform/cjrreport20210.pdf
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On bail reform, even lawmakers agree:
Rabner knows best | Editorial

By Star-Ledger Editorial Board
Feb. 12,2023

There is a growing movement to dial back New Jersey’s groundbreaking bail
reform system, and leading this parade is a straw man.

It is a movement largely based on assumption and fear-mongering. It is promoted
by those who assert that the local and national rise in some crimes — along with
New York’s botched attempt at reform — justify a reassessment of the debtor’s
prison model we had used for centuries, when the freedom of an accused man or
woman was predicated on the size of their purse.

New Jersey rejected that horrid policy in 2017, through an extraordinary
fellowship that included a Republican governor, a Democratic legislature, the
state judiciary, stakeholders such as the ACLU, and overwhelming public
support. It has been one of our proudest boasts -- one imitated from Illinois to
California — and it should be left up to our greatest legal minds to preserve it and
improve it whenever the tough-on-crime narrative distorts the facts.

Right on cue, Chief Justice Stuart Rabner convened a committee in Trenton
Tuesday to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of our bail reform law, and
hopefully this bipartisan body of 25 people — representing the three branches of
state government, law enforcement, and social justice organizations — will
produce a report that encourages thoughtful restraint, before the Legislature
takes a meat axe to one of the most important social justice measures in state
history.

And this effort must begin with an agreement on some immutable truths.

The first truth is that by almost any metric, the Criminal Justice Reform Act has
been a rousing success. It ended a racist cash bail system that disproportionately
detained low-income people accused of minor crimes — people locked in jail for
months or years as they awaited trial — because they couldn’t afford to get out.
Meanwhile, hardened criminals such as drug kingpins could buy their way out of
jail and intimidate witnesses before their trial.



Now suspects can be held only if their release endangers the community or if
they pose a flight risk. Hardly anyone flees: Defendants released without bail
showed up in court 97% of the time last year, the highest rate in state history.

“We have five years of data, and overwhelmingly, it’s telling us that bail reform
i1s working really well,” said Alex Shalom of the ACLU, who sits on the Rabner
Committee. “We’ve been able to drive down the jail population by more than 20
percent, without increasing crime. That is the essence of what we want --
keeping people in their communities, working, supporting their families. All of
those things are positives for society.

“And if we can do that without negatively impacting public safety, we’re
actually improving public safety.”

Fact 2: There isn’t a shred of evidence that suggests the crime rate is being
fueled by people who are on release as they await their day in court.

The last report from the Administrative Office of the Courts showed that there
were 1,112 people released after being issued a warrant in the first six months of
2021. Out of this group, 990 were not rearrested in that time period.

That doesn’t mean the system is perfect -- given that 122 were in fact rearrested
in the pretrial period -- but as former Attorney General Chris Porrino pointed out
in these pages last Sunday, there are no metrics that show a connection between
pretrial release and higher crime rates.

New Jersey has not only emptied out our jails (the pretrial incarceration dropped
29%), most violent crimes are down, recidivism has been flat, and the state saved
hundreds of millions of dollars by not detaining low-risk, non-violent offenders.
Yet there is still a bizarre assumption -- shared by some lawmakers -- that people
are prone to walk out of jail and immediately jack an Audi.

Much of the lingering fear has wafted in from New York, where, as Porrino
reminded us, they loused up their chance at reform.

In New Jersey, a judge has the authority to assess the danger to the community
when considering someone’s release, aided by a sophisticated algorithm that
weighs nine risk factors known as the Public Safety Assessment Tool.

New York allows no such discretion, and the list of offenses that permits
automatic release 1s far too broad and permissive -- it includes second-degree
manslaughter, assault as a hate crime, and grand larceny. That is a critical
difference between New Jersey and New York: Their judges can’t assess the risk
to public safety. Ours can, and by law, they must.



Yet political pressures and fear of violent crime have led some New Jersey
lawmakers to propose changes in our law, which should get the attention of the
Rabner Committee. Advocates point out that a new bill proposed by Sen. Paul
Sarlo (D-Bergen) would essentially eliminate the Public Safety Assessment
Tool, which even Sarlo now agrees is overreach.

That bill (S-3347), he concedes, 1s merely a “placeholder” to get the
conversation started, affirming that “data should drive this, not innuendo,” he
said. “I agree that the judiciary should have to deal with this. They are best
suited to make the recommendations on closing any loopholes.”

No bail system is perfect, and New Jersey’s five-year-old model should adapt
and absorb the growing pains. But these improvements can only be made by
experts in social justice and jurisprudence, undaunted by fear and politics. It’s
only right that Rabner’s group gets the first crack at this.



TIMOTHY F. McGOUGHRAN is the founding partner of the Law Office of Timothy
F. McGoughran, LLC, where he works with his paralegal wife Allison, associate attorneys
Yessenia Gonzalez and Cameron Mclver, of Counsel John DeBartolo, David Mack and Retired
Superior Court Judge Eugene A. ladanza.

He is a Past Chair of the NJSBA Family Law Executive Committee (2016-2017). With
the Monmouth Bar Association he has served as Co-chair of the Monmouth Bar Association
Family Law Committee (2009-2011, 2020-2021) and President of the Monmouth Bar
Association (2007-2008). In addition to the New Jersey State Bar Association Family Law
Executive Committee he is also a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association Military and
Veteran’s Affairs Section Executive Committee and Legal Education Committee.

He has served as the Trustee for Monmouth County on the New Jersey State Bar
Association’s Board of Trustees from 2013-2019 and presently is the immediate past President
of the NJSBA. He has been recognized by the New Jersey State Bar Association with the
Distinguished Legislative Service Award in 2010 and 2013 as well as the Family Lawyer of the
Year Award in 2012 by the Monmouth Bar Association Family Law Committee. He has
participated successfully in many reported decisions and argued the NJSBA Amicus position
before the New Jersey Supreme Court in Bisbing v Bisbing.

He has served as Municipal Prosecutor for the Township of Ocean from 2000 until 2011
and served as Municipal Court Judge in Ocean Township from January 2012 to December 2022.

Mr. McGoughran is a regular Speaker and presenter at numerous symposiums regarding
various facets of law and ethics. He graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a B.A. in
Political Science in 1982. He graduated from the Seton Hall University School of Law with a
Juris Doctorate in 1986.




MICHAEL J. BLEE, ACTING ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF NEW JERSEY
COURTS

Michael J. Blee became the ninth administrative director of New Jersey Courts on
April 1, 2025. He had previously served as the assignment judge for the
Atlantic/Cape May Vicinage since March 2022.

Appointed to the Superior Court in June 2012, Judge Blee served as presiding
judge of the vicinage’s chancery division and sat on the bench in the vicinage’s
criminal and family divisions.

While leading the Atlantic/Cape May Vicinage, Judge Blee played a key role on
statewide committees, such as the Supreme Court Special Committee on Wellness
in the Law, the Budget and Planning Committee, and committees focused on
criminal justice reform, elder justice, and the use of artificial intelligence.

While in private practice prior to joining the bench, Judge Blee was appointed to
several municipal positions, including solicitor for Galloway Township and
Absecon, planning board attorney for Somers Point, and labor relations counsel for
Egg Harbor Township. Judge Blee also served as a municipal court judge in
Linwood and Northfield, a municipal public defender in Brigantine and Margate,
and a municipal prosecutor in Northfield, Brigantine, and Absecon.

Judge Blee earned his undergraduate degree from Dickinson College in Carlisle,
Pa., where he was a member of the Raven’s Claw Society, an all-male senior honor
society. While working toward his law degree from Rutgers University School of
Law -Camden, Judge Blee received the American Jurisprudence Award for Trial
Advocacy.

Judge Blee served as chair of the Statewide Probate Part Judges Committee and as
a member of the Judiciary Surrogates Liaison Committee.



Cottage Four, LLC

John Koufos | jgk@cottagefour.com | 732.600.3825

Bio

John Koufos is a former criminal trial attorney and nationally recognized criminal justice expert.
His consulting firm, Cottage Four LLC, serves companies, policymakers, and provides strategic
business and government affairs guidance in the healthcare, workforce, and justice sectors.

He has worked with multiple Presidential Administrations, dozens of Governors and Cabinet
members, Fortune 50 companies, and countless businesses and nonprofits. He was instrumental
in the drafting and passage of the First Step Act, and dozens of policy campaigns across the
country.

John served as Executive Director of Safe Streets & Second Chances, National Director of
Reentry Initiatives at Right On Crime, Executive Director of the New Jersey Reentry
Corporation, and Director of Criminal Justice Advocacy at Arnold Ventures.

His leadership in the business community was recognized in 2016 when NJBIZ named him one
of New Jersey’s Top 40 Under 40. He is a regular speaker on criminal justice, healthcare, social
determinants and workforce development, and helps cities, states, and the federal government to
optimize reentry systems. John has been interviewed by a wide array of outlets including C-
SPAN Washington Journal, the New York Times, New Jersey Monthly, Time Magazine, and
dozens of radio outlets. His commentaries have been published in the New York Post, Governing
Magazine, on Fox News, in regional media around the nation, and he wrote and hosted Retaining
Talent (a second chance hiring documentary and training).

Social
Twitter: @jgkoufos
IG: @jgkoufos
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnkoufos

611 Pennsylvania Avenue SE #217 |Washington, D.C. 20003
www.cottagefour.com



Christopher Porrino
Partner & Chair, Litigation Department

E-mail: cporrino@lowenstein.com
T: 212.419.5880 (NY) / 973.597.6314 (NJ)

A seasoned trial lawyer, negotiator, and crisis manager, Christopher Porrino possesses a rare
combination of real-world pragmatism and strategic problem-solving skills forged in courtrooms,
in the halls of government, and in the glare of the national media spotlight. Chris returned to
Lowenstein Sandler in 2018 after serving as the 60th Attorney General of New Jersey. Previously,
he served as Chief Counsel to Governor Chris Christie.

As Chair of the firm’s Litigation department, Chris helps Fortune 500 clients achieve critical goals
and defend against seemingly insurmountable challenges. He advises and represents businesses
and individuals in civil, criminal, and regulatory matters involving securities, consumer fraud,
banking, alcoholic beverage control, gaming, cannabis, energy, insurance, tax, antitrust, real
estate, and the environment, among others. He also conducts internal investigations for clients
faced with allegations of wrongdoing or suspected wrongdoing by insiders.

Chris is a skilled and media-savvy crisis manager who works with private and public companies,
governments, not-for-profits, and individuals regardless of political affiliation. As Chief Counsel
during "Bridgegate," he guided a Republican administration through adversity. More recently, he
was hired by the Democratic administration of Governor Phil Murphy to represent his office in
connection with a legislative inquiry into an alleged sexual assault and certain hiring practices.

While leading one of the most powerful Attorney General Offices in the nation, Chris indicted and
convicted the mayor of New Jersey’s third-largest city. He oversaw the implementation of balil
reform, the most significant reform of New Jersey’s criminal justice system in its history, via a
model that is now being replicated nationally. The New York Times called the reform a “historic
day for civil rights.”

As Attorney General, Chris took forceful action against anti-Semitism and other forms of
discrimination, and pioneered the country’s strictest opioid prescribing rules, paving the way for
an almost immediate and very steep reduction in the number of opioid painkillers prescribed by
physicians in New Jersey. His approach has been followed by other state Attorney Generals. In
addition, Chris worked to improve trust between police and the communities they serve, and led
the planned closure of a Civil War-era youth prison in one of the most significant reforms in the
history of the state’s juvenile justice system.

Chris first entered public service in 2012 as Director of the Division of Law within the New Jersey
Attorney General's Office. In that post, he led a team of 500 civil lawyers, overseeing thousands
of litigation matters and dozens of trials on behalf of the state's various departments and agencies,
including the Departments of Environmental Protection, Banking and Insurance, and


mailto:cporrino@lowenstein.com

Transportation, as well as the Division of Consumer Affairs. As Director, he personally
handled and argued some of the state’s most sensitive and important cases, both at the trial court
level and in the New Jersey Supreme Court. As Chief Counsel, where as one of only two direct
reports to the Governor, Chris had broad responsibility for judicial appointments, legislative
matters, and all state authorities, including the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Earlier in his career, he served as a law clerk to then-Magistrate Judge Freda L. Wolfson, who
later served as Chief Judge of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey.

Education
= Seton Hall University School of Law (J.D., 1992), with honors
= Lehigh University (B.A., 1989), with honors

Bar Admissions

= New York
= New Jersey



Summary and Highlights:

 Background and Appointment:

« William E. Reynolds is the first Independent to serve as Atlantic County
Prosecutor.

« Nominated by Governor Murphy on May 16, 2022, appointment as Acting
Prosecutor on June 6, 2022 and confirmed by the State Senate on August 8,
2022, and sworn in on August 9, 2022, for a five-year term.

* A lifelong Atlantic County resident, Bill is a Brigantine native who
graduated from Holy Spirit High School (1991), Rutgers College (1995) and
earned his law degree from Rutgers Law School (1998).

* Professional Journey:

« Began his legal career as a successful civil trial attorney in Philadelphia.

* Returned to Atlantic County in 2003 to open his own practice and later
worked for the Judiciary managing dispute resolution programs (2010-2012).
« Served as a Dispute Resolution Professional for the NJ Department of
Banking and Insurance (2012-2022) while also acting as Municipal
Prosecutor in multiple municipalities.

« Community and Prosecution Initiatives:

» Created the county’s first Community Outreach Unit, forging strong ties
with community leaders and organizations to improve public safety.
 Implemented specialized training for law enforcement on interacting with
persons with disabilities and special needs.

* Led aggressive prosecution efforts, achieving a high detention rate (51.9%
compared to the state average of 18%) and numerous jury verdicts with

minimal not guilty outcomes.



* Pioneered the county-run Violent Crime Initiative to enhance inter-agency
collaboration against dangerous criminals.

« Community Engagement and Educational Efforts:

* Actively participates in a wide range of community events—from interfaith
breakfasts and prayer services to public safety meetings and community
walks.

« Established an educational branch of the Outreach Unit, providing school
presentations on topics like social media safety, decision making, and drunk
driving, as well as seminars on elder fraud awareness.

« Awards and Recognition:

« Recognized by multiple organizations for his leadership and community
impact, including awards such as Crime Stopper of the Year 2023,
Community Advocate of the Year, HIDTA Outstanding Community Impact
Investigation, Freedom Award from the NJ Coalition Against Human
Trafficking, and Excellence in Government Award from the NAACP Atlantic
City Branch.

* Frequently serves as a keynote speaker and panelist on issues ranging from
bail reform to special needs training, underlining his role as a public safety

leader and community advocate.

Highlights:
* Innovative Leadership: Pioneered the Community Outreach Unit and
introduced initiatives (e.g., At-Risk Initiative, mobile outreach, special needs

training) that bridge law enforcement with community engagement.



« Aggressive Prosecution: Under his tenure, the office boasts a significantly
higher detention rate and a record of strong jury verdicts, emphasizing his
commitment to the rule of law.

« Community Partnership: His proactive involvement in diverse community
events and educational outreach demonstrates a holistic approach to public
safety, emphasizing prevention, awareness, and rehabilitation.

« Extensive Recognition: Multiple awards and honors affirm his impact on
Atlantic County’s criminal justice system and his dedication to serving
vulnerable populations.

Prosecutor Reynolds’ career reflects a blend of legal acumen, community-
focused initiatives, and a commitment to both strict enforcement and
restorative justice, positioning him as a transformative figure in Atlantic

County’s law enforcement landscape.



NJ Public Defender Jennifer N. Sellitti, Esq.
After nomination by Governor Murphy and senatorial confirmation, Jennifer N. Sellitti was
sworn in as Public Defender in February 2024. Prior to this appointment, Jennifer served as NJ
Public Defender’s Director of Training and Communications. She previously served as head of
the agency’s Middlesex Trial Region and as a staff attorney in the Essex County Region. Before
joining the Public Defender’s Office, Jennifer worked as a staff attorney for the Committee for
Public Counsel Services in Massachusetts and as a Massachusetts Superior Court law clerk. She
began her legal career at Massachusetts Correctional Legal Services, working on the
organization’s Prison Brutality Project investigating claims of prison violence and representing
inmates in civil rights lawsuits. Jennifer has trained lawyers in more than thirty-five states and
speaks nationally about trial advocacy and transforming public defense systems. She is a trustee
of the Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey, and is a member of the New
Jersey State Bar and the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. She is a graduate of
Suffolk University Law School and obtained a B.S. degree in public relations from Boston
University.

Jennifer N. Sellitti

Public Defender

New Jersey Office of the Public Defender
Hughes Justice Complex

25 Market Street, 2" Floor

Trenton, NJ 08625
Jennifer.selliti@opd.nj.gov

609-292-7087 (office), 781-526-0733 (cell)
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SENATOR MICHAEL L. TESTA JR. BIOGRAPHY

Michael L. Testa Jr.’s family has deep roots in South Jersey and Cumberland County.
On his father’s side, his great-grandparents emigrated from Italy to secure a better future for their
children and themselves.

His grandfather became the first elected Mayor of the City of Vineland and later became a Judge,
despite not even speaking English until 1st grade. Michael’s father went on to start and build their
family law firm.

On his mother’s side, his grandparents were Polish Jews who met in a Nazi concentration camp
during World War Il and were rescued by Allied soldiers. After the war, they came to the United
States, where the Senator’'s mom was born. They settled in Buena and ran a family chicken farm.

Sen. Testa is a graduate of Villanova University School of Law and received his Master’'s at
Temple University Beasley School of Law. He and his wife Julie live in Vineland with their three
children, Eva Marie, Sarah, and Tripp. He returned to his roots in Vineland and joined his family’s
law firm as a defense attorney and is a partner with his father.

At age 26, Sen. Testa was named Board Chairman of the Vineland Downtown Improvement
District/Main Street Vineland. He is a proud member of the Greater Vineland Chapter of the
NAACP, and Past Chair of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland and Salem counties.

As the incredibly proud father of two little girls, Sen. Testa was the Board President of the Vineland
Regional Dance company for several years and was the 2016 recipient of the South Jersey
Cultural Alliance Paul Aiken Encore Award for his dedication to the arts in South Jersey.

As a political candidate, Michael Testa promised to stand up for South Jersey and be a check-
and-balance on Governor Phil Murphy’s radical agenda.

In 2019, Sen. Testa was elected to the New Jersey State Senate to represent the First Legislative
District and is a member of the Senate Budget and Labor committees and is the Co-Chair of the
Legislative Manufacturing Caucus. He won his second term as a New Jersey Senator in 2021 by
a historical margin, and repeated that victory for his third term in 2023.

During the 2020 COVID Pandemic, Sen. Testa dedicated his time to assisting the families of the
First Legislative District. With Assemblymen Erik Simonsen and Antwan McClellan, Testa helped
over 6,000 residents receive the unemployment benefits they deserved.

As an attorney, Testa represented New Jersey small businesses to allow owners to re-open their
stores. Testa fought against Murphy’s State shutdown as the Governor picked “winners and
losers” by allowing big box stores to stay open and forcing small businesses, gun stores, and
religious institutions to close.

In addition, Sen. Testa rose again to oppose Governor Murphy’s law, which allowed the State to
borrow $9.9 billion to balance the state’s budget. Due to Testa’s lawsuit, the New Jersey Supreme
Court required the State to borrow only the amount the state lost due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
As a result, the State was only able to borrow $4.5 billion to balance the State Budget.

Sen. Testa has been a vocal advocate for Election Integrity. After Governor Phil Murphy issued
an executive order that created a full Vote by Mail 2020 General Election, the Senator challenged
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the executive order in court as the order violated the United States and New Jersey State
constitutions.

During his first term as a State Senator, Michael Testa kept his promise, and he was a proven
leader that placed New Jersey’s residents first and acted on a check-and-balance on Governor
Phil Murphy’s leadership.

In his third term, Senator Testa continues work on enhancing the state environment to foster and
support business growth and expansion, protect parental rights for their children in education and
health, improve veteran benefits in the state, promote tourism and shore economy, as well as
preserving marine life and fishing industry. His opposition to the wind turbine project has been
public and is ongoing. Senator Testa is passionate and devoted to the continued growth and
support of Behavioral & Mental Health and Substance Abuse programs which saw a resurgence
of need post the COVID shutdown.

Senator Testa started his 5 year on the Senate Budget and Appropriation Committee and his 4~
year on the Senate Judiciary Committee in 2024. As the Co-Chair of the NJ Legislative
Manufacturing Caucus, he remains a champion for revitalizing and re-energizing manufacturing
and small business throughout South Jersey.



