
Intimate Partner Violence in Same-Sex Relationships: The Not So Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly 

Criminal Litigation Track (Studio 4) 

Victims of domestic violence in same-sex relationships are often subject to coercive 
control, shame and societal pressures which are not present or present differently in 
domestic violence matters with partners of the opposite sex. This program is a must for 
judges, family, criminal, and municipal attorneys. 

 



Intimate Partner Violence in Same-Sex Relationships: The Not so 

Good, the Bad and the Ugly 

Introduction (10 minutes) 

• Welcome and Overview 

o Introduction by Frank and intro of panelists 

o Brief Overview of Seminar Objectives—explain this is part of an ongoing and fluid 

dialogue 

o Importance of discussing domestic violence and how it is different in same-sex 

relationships—what makes this seminar different than other domestic violence 

programs and the need for this dialogue  

Frank Morano, Esq. : Understanding Domestic Violence in Same-Sex Relationships (10 

minutes) 

• Key Topics: 

o Prevalence and unique challenges 

o Common myths and misconceptions 

o The impact of societal stigma, embarrassment, name calling, etc… 

Mathew Coleman, Esq. Outing—, Psychological Impact and Coercive Control (15 minutes) 

• Key Topics: 

o Emotional and psychological effects of domestic violence 

o Understanding coercive control: tactics and signs 

o Long-term impact on mental health and physical health  

o HIV status 

o Timing of Outing, threat of outing, family, friends, work 

John Nachlinger, Esq.—Domestic violence stats and history 

John Clancy: Legal Framework and Rights (10 minutes) 

• Key Topics: 

o Legal protections available for survivors 



o Reporting processes and challenges 

o Resources for legal assistance and advocacy 

o Pressuring to give up rights 

John Nachlinger, Esq.: Psychological Impact, Mindset, and Healing (5 minutes) 

• Key Topics: 

o Emotional and psychological effects of domestic violence 

o Importance of mental health support 

o Healing and recovery strategies for victims 

Jody Carbone, Esq. Domestic Violence in Criminal Context (10 minutes) 

• Key Topics: 

o Understanding criminal charges related to domestic violence 

o How criminal cases are prosecuted—protecting the rights of the criminal 

defendant not the victim 

o Evidence gathering and the role of law enforcement 

o Sex crimes and sexual assault 

o Being a victim and revictimization 

o Sexual deviancy 

o Jury selection and Judicial bias 

o How coercive control is addressed in criminal proceedings 

o Challenges of prosecuting coercive control cases 

o The role of evidence and testimonies 

Terry Webb, Esq.: Municipal Court's Role and Processes (10 minutes) 

• Key Topics: 

o Overview of how municipal courts handle domestic violence cases 

o Protective orders and their enforcement 

o The intersection of municipal and criminal court proceedings 



o  The role of evidence and testimonies 

Discussion and Integration (20 minutes) 

• Panel Discussion: 

o Collaboration between criminal justice and community services (especially 

gender titles  example: Partners vs. JBWS) 

o Improving access to justice for same-sex couples 

o Addressing bias within the legal system 

o Obtaining and enforcing protective orders 

o Education and training for court personnel and police officers 

o Role of community organizations 

o Resources available for both survivors and abusers 

o Building a supportive network 

 

 



“OUTING” AS COERCIVE CONTROL IN SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS 

By Matthew S. Coleman, Esq. 

 Many aspects of domestic violence in same-sex relationships 

or relationships between members of the LGBT community are similar 

to opposite sex relationships or cisgender straight men and women. 

The role of power dynamics, the cyclical nature of abuse, the 

escalation of abuse over time – these are all elements that appear 

in abusive relationships regardless of the sexual orientation or 

gender identities of the parties. But there are some aspects of 

intimate partner violence and abuse that are unique to the LGBT 

experience. One such aspect it the concept of “outing”. Outing 

occurs when someone threatens to reveal or reveals someone’s 

identity to those who do not know.  

In 2015, the Prevention Against Domestic Violence Act 

(N.J.S.A. 2C:25-19(a)) was amended to include the predicate act of 

criminal coercion as a form of domestic violence.  This is in 

addition to other acts of domestic violence such as assault, 

terroristic threats, harassment, kidnapping, sexual assault, etc.  

In order to obtain a restraining order under the NJ Prevention 

Against Domestic Violence Act, a victim must show three things:  



1. They have a qualifying relationship with the defendant, such 

as a history of dating, child in common, intimate partner, 

etc.  

2. They must show that one or more “predicate” acts of domestic 

violence was committed against them 

3. They must show that there is a continuing need for protection. 

As practitioners who work in domestic violence matters know, 

not all forms of domestic violence is physical or falls under the 

strict definitions of harassment or other forms previously 

recognized. With criminal coercion added to the Act, victims have 

another way to obtain a protective order under the Act.  

Criminal coercion is defined under N.J.S.A. 2C:13-5(a) as a 

threat made to unlawfully restrict freedom of action, with a 

purpose to coerce a course of conduct from a victim which defendant 

has no legal right to require, including threatening to: 

1. Inflict bodily injury on anyone or commit any other offense; 

2. Accuse anyone of an offense; 

3. Expose any secret which would tend to subject any person to 

hatred, contempt or ridicule or to impair credit or business 

repute; 

4. Take or withhold action as an official or cause an official 

to take or withhold action; 



5. Bring about or continue a strike, boycott or other collective 

action except that such a threat shall not be deemed coercive 

when the restriction compelled is demanded in the course of 

negotiation for the benefit of the group in whose interest 

the defendant acts; 

6. Testify or provide information or withhold testimony or 

information with respect to another person’s legal claim or 

defense; 

7. Perform any other act which would not in itself substantially 

benefit the defendant but which is calculated to harm another 

person with respect to his health, safety, business, calling, 

career, financial condition, reputation or personal 

relationships. 

 

Outing - exposing the sexual orientation or gender identity 

to someone who does not know- could be considered domestic violence 

under this definition of criminal coercion – specifically subpart 

(3) above - exposing a secret which would tend to subject any 

person to hatred, contempt or ridicule or to impair credit or 

business repute.  

The way this may play out in LGBT relationships is where one 

(or perhaps) both parties are not out in all aspects of their 



personal or professional life, or not out in one particular aspect 

of their life. By way of example, one of the partners may not have 

revealed that they are living with a person of the same sex to 

their parents, or they work for a religious institution, such as 

the Catholic Church, where LGBTQ+ relationships are controversial. 

These are just a few examples where one party may not live openly 

as a person in an LGBT relationship. 

In circumstances where parties fully or partially hide the 

outward expression of their sexual orientation or gender identity 

for a fear of stigma or discrimination, abusive partners may 

exploit this fear through the threat of forced outing. 

The threat from a partner in these circumstances to expose 

their sexual orientation or gender identity to, for example, their 

parents, family members, or employers, can be considered coercive 

control when the threat is made in order to restrict their actions. 

For instance, an abusive partner may tell a victim that if they 

terminate the relationship, they will email their employer to 

expose their orientation or they will call their parents and expose 

the relationship.  

It is important for attorneys representing these individuals 

as well as the judges hearing these cases to understand the 

dynamics in a relationship such as this. Coming out is a lifelong 

process, and many people make choices in their life about who and 



when to reveal this intimate information about themselves. As 

advocates of individuals in the LGBTQ+ community, attorneys need 

to recognize the specific and unique power dynamics that may be 

occurring within these relationships. They also need to educate 

the court when these types of power dynamics are at play. 

Outing is not only a tool of abuse used by abusive partners. 

Even if abusive partners do not employ outing as an abusive tactic, 

victims may be reluctant to seek assistance for fear of doubting 

themselves. Seeking protections from a court could reveal to a 

victim's family, friends, or colleagues. Practitioners need to be 

sensitive to these dynamics when working with the LGBTQ plus 

population. 



 

 

 Alison C. Leslie, Esq. is Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a Matrimonial 

Attorney.  For twenty years she has owned and operated Leslie Law Firm, LLC in Morristown, 

New Jersey. She is a member of the Family Committee of the Morris and Essex County Bar 

Associations. She is the incoming vice chair of the LGBTQ+ Section of New Jersey State Bar. She 

has been co-chair of the membership committee of the New Jersey State Bar Association as well 

as a member of the District Ethics Committee XIB.  She was the first woman Chair of the Solo 

Small Firm Committee of the New Jersey State Bar Association and a member of the Executive 

Committee Family Law Section of the New Jersey State Bar Association.  She is a barrister in the 

Matrimonial Inns of Court.  She has been listed as a Super Lawyers and listed as the 10 Best 

Female Attorneys in New Jersey by the American Institute of Family Attorneys.   

 Ms. Leslie has authored articles in the Matrimonial Strategist, New Jersey Family Lawyer, 

Institute of Continuing Education publications, and was a contributing author of Forensic 

Accounting in Matrimonial Divorce. She is a co-author in New Jersey Family Law Practice- 

Domestic Violence and Domestic Partnership, 12th ed. Skoloff and Cutler.  

 Ms. Leslie graduated from Bucknell University and from Seton Hall University School of 

Law. She is admitted to the State Bar of New Jersey, the State Bar of New York, the United States 

District Court and the United States Supreme Court. She clerked for the Honorable Stephen J. 

Schaeffer, J.S.C. She is a Certified Mediator, a Domestic Violence Pilot Program Participant and 

trained in Collaborative Law and Parent Coordination.  



Jody Carbone 

 

 

Jody Carbone is currently an Assistant Prosecutor for the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Office where 

she serves in the Special Victim’s Unit, prosecuting sexual and child abuse crimes.  She has also worked 

in the Special Prosecutions Unit, prosecuting the County’s white-collar crimes and public corruption 

cases, as well as on the Office’s Trial Team where she prosecuted indictable offenses ranging from 

shoplifting to homicide.   

Jody previously served as a Deputy Attorney General for the State of New Jersey representing the 

Divisions of Child Protection, Consumer Fraud and Elections.  In this capacity she represented the 

State’s child protection agencies, prosecuting child abuse cases in Bergen, Hudson and Essex Counties.  

She also prosecuted consumer fraud cases ranging from home improvement contractor to loan provider 

cases.  She also represented the Board of Elections and/or Superintendent of Elections in voter fraud and 

election day disputes in Hunterdon, Hudson and Bergen Counties.  Jody left the Attorney General’s 

Office briefly as in-house counsel for Prudential Financial, Inc., advising the company and its 

subsidiaries on governmental procurement, ethics and lobbying matters before returning.   

Jody is an Eagleton Institute Fellow and studied in the New Jersey Governor’s Office and Department of 

Human Services in 2004.  She also serves as the President Elect for the New Jersey Woman Lawyer’s 

Association. 



John E. Clancy, Esq. 

Partner 

John has been a member of Townsend, Tomaio & Newmark, LLC since its inception, and 
has been a partner since 2012. He practices family law exclusively, and is a NJ Supreme 
Court Certified Matrimonial Law Attorney. John has extensive experience in issues 
surrounding divorce, appeals, business and asset valuation, child custody and child 
support, domestic violence, grandparent visitation, divorcing with special needs children, 
same sex marriage and all family matters. He believes in focusing on strategy and 
solutions, and is 100% invested in all of the matters that he oversees throughout Northern 
New Jersey. 

For some matters, mediation is the best way to find a solution. John is an approved family 
law economic mediator pursuant to the New Jersey Court Rules. 

John volunteers and sits on the Morris County Early Settlement Panel and Blue Ribbon 
Panel for pending divorce cases in the Superior Court. He is also a volunteer for the Jersey 
Battered Women’s Service. 

In 2022, 2023, and 2024, John received the honor of being included in the New Jersey Super 
Lawyer’s* list. From 2013 through 2021, John received the honor of being included in the 
Super Lawyers Rising Stars* list. The lists are published by Thomson Reuters relative to 
being a divorce attorney. The qualifications or requirements for being included can be 
viewed at www.superlawyers.com. 

 



Matthew S. Coleman, Esq. 

 

Matthew Coleman joined Einhorn Barbarito in its Matrimonial and Family Law department 
in April 2013. He focuses on a wide variety of issues including divorce, child custody, 
parenting time, child support and alimony. Matthew’s practice is also concentrated on the 
niche area of family law’s impact and interaction with both LGBTQ individuals and same-
sex couples. 

Matthew began his career as a law clerk for the Honorable Maureen B. Mantineo, P.J.F.P – 
Presiding Judge for the Family Part court in Hudson County. During his tenure, he handled 
divorce, custody and visitation disputes, child support cases, domestic violence and other 
related family matters. Matthew understands that people often need the assistance of 
family law attorneys during highly emotional or difficult times in their lives. He has the 
patience and knowledge to guide clients efficiently through the court process, and the 
skills and experience to advocate for his clients at every stage. 

Matthew is active in a variety of leadership roles in the legal community. He is a two-year 
term appointee to the New Jersey Supreme Court District Ethics Committee and is 
currently serving as a Trustee of the LGBT Rights Section of the New Jersey State Bar 
Association. 

Matthew has been recognized by the following: 

• Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch® in America 

o Family Law, 2021-2025 

• Thomson Reuters, Super Lawyers® 

o New Jersey Rising Stars: 2016–2021 

Professional Affiliations: 

• New Jersey State Bar Association, LGBT Rights Section Member 

• District Ethics Committee V C – West Essex 

• Morris County Bar Association 

• Hudson County Bar Association 

• Justice Virginia Long Family Law American Inn of Court 

 



Of CounselFrank J. Morano
T: 908-306-6712 I F: 908- 658-4659 I fmorano@fbolawfirm.com 

Frank J. Morano received his Bachelor of Arts from Boston 
College in 2001. He graduated from Seton Hall School of Law in 
2006. Frank was admitted to the New Jersey Bar and the United 
States District Court for the District of New Jersey in 
December 2006, the New York State bar in April of 2007, and 
the United States Supreme Court Bar in 2018.

Frank rejoined Flanagan, Barone & O’Brien in 2022. He is Of 
Counsel in the firm’s litigation department and focuses his 
practice on insurance defense. Frank’s insurance defense 
practice includes motor vehicle accidents, slip and falls, and 
nursing home matters. Trained extensively in forensics, 
investigation, and trial strategy, Frank provides a unique 
perspective into the investigation and handling of insurance 
defense cases.

After graduating from law school, Frank clerked for the 
Honorable N. Peter Conforti in Morris County, New Jersey. In November 
2007, Frank became an Assistant Prosecutor for Hudson County. He
prosecuted hundreds of cases during his seven year tenure with the 
prosecutor’s office, including robbery, homicide, and sexual assault. Frank
was assigned to several different units including juvenile prosecution,
criminal trial team, and Drug Court. In November 2014, Frank joined the
New Jersey Attorney General’s Office in the criminal division. Frank worked
for the special crimes unit, investigation and prosecuting motor vehicle, 
labor, and environmental crimes. He then joined the gangs and organized
crime unit, handling cases including gun and drug trafficking.

Frank spent three years practicing family law and LGBTQ advocacy with
Argentino Fiore Law & Advocacy, LLC. Frank’s practice included litigating
divorce, custody, and domestic violence matters. He also filed and litigated 
name change petitions for both adults and juveniles.

Frank is Immediate Past Chair of the Somerset County Bar Foundation and 
a member of the Somerset County Bar Association. He is a member of the 
New Jersey Bar Association and is Chair-Elect of the LGBTQ Rights
Section. Frank is Vice-Chair of the Somerset County LGBTQ+ Advisory
Board for the County Commissioners. Frank is also a member of LGBTQ
Outreach panel of the State Theatre of New Jersey. He does pro bono
name changes for the Trans Affirming Alliance. Frank sits on the board of 
The Pingry School Alumni Association.



John Nachlinger is a dedicated legal advocate and mediator with over two decades of 
experience specializing in Divorce and Family Law. Known for his passion and innovative 
approach, John guides families through challenging disputes efficiently and 
compassionately, helping them avoid the stress and high costs of traditional litigation. As a 
Qualified Mediator in New Jersey and founder of Netsquire, he provides accessible flat-fee 
divorce services alongside traditional family law matters. John has served influential roles 
within the New Jersey State Bar Association, including as a member of the Board of 
Trustees and Chair of its LGBTQ Rights Section. He actively contributes to legal discourse 
through seminars and publications on LGBTQ law and civil rights. Licensed in New Jersey, 
New York, and before the U.S. Supreme Court, he balances his professional pursuits with 
travel and family life in Princeton, where he lives with his husband, daughter, and two pets. 

 



Terry Webb Esq. is the owner of the Law Offices of Terry Webb located in Morristown, 
NJ. She concentrates her practice in White Collar Criminal Defense, Juvenile Defense, 
Municipal Court, DWI, Domestic Violence, DCPP matters, Appeals, Expungements, 
Motor Vehicle Commission Hearings, LPP/ PBA Administrative Hearings, and Personal 
Injury.  
 
Terry was honored with the Prestigious Criminal Practice Award from the Morris 
County Bar Association. She was also recognized by NJ Biz as one of the 2024 Leaders 
in Criminal Law. 
 
Terry represents many high profile clients and routinely shields their matters  out of 
public scrutiny. She has successfully worked with Professional Football Athletes, 
Professional Soccer Athletes, and Professional Hockey Athletes, Judges, Lawyers, 
Medical Doctors, Psychologists, Lawyers, Police Officers, .Teachers, Financial 
professionals, stockbrokers, and CEO’s of major Corporations     
 
 
She is Admitted to the New Jersey and Pennsylvania Bars. Terry holds Juris Doctor, 
from Rutgers University School of Law, with honors and received the Pro Bono Publico 
Award. She earned her  B.S., in Political Science from Rutgers Douglass College 
 
Before opening her own firm, Terry was a Partner at Hanlon, Dunn, Robertson, Schwartz, 
& Webb. She also worked at the Federal Public Defenders Office in Camden NJ. She has 
given back to the community as the Morristown Municipal Public Defender for over a 
decade.   
 
Terry is an esteemed speaker who has shared her knowledge and experience with the 
New Jersey State Bar Hot Topics in Criminal Law; New Jersey State Bar Ethics in 
Marketing; New Jersey State Bar – DWI Institute; New Jersey Association for Justice- 
Mental Health Criminal Court; and regularly speaks to the graduating class at Madison 
High School. 
 
 
Terry is a member and Trustee of the Morris County Bar Association; She is on the 
Board of the small firm solo practice committee; She is a member of the NJ Association 
of Criminal Defense Lawyers; She is a member of the NJ State Bar; She is a member of 
the National College for DUI Defense; She is a Board member of the Morristown 
Women in Business. Terry enjoys playing Ice Hockey and spending time with her 
husband and twin boys. 
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